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MEMBERSHIP 

Any person with an interest in entomology shall bo eligible 
for Ordinary Membership. Mombors of the Socioty include profess¬ 
ional, amateur and student entomologists, all of whom receive 
the Society's News Bulletin, the Victorian Entomologist. 

OBJECTIVES 

The aims of tho Socioty are s 

(a) xo stimulate tho scientific study and discussion of all 
aspects of entomology, 

(b) to gather, disseminate and record knowledge of all identif¬ 
iable Australian insect species, 

(c) to compile a comprehensive list of all Victorian insect 
species and 

(d) to bring together in a congenial but scientific atmosphere 
all porsons interested in entomology. 

MEETINGS 

Tho Society's mootings are hold at Clunios Ross House, 
National Science Centro, 19 1 Royal Parade, Parkvillo, Victoria, 
at 8 pm on tho third Friday of oven months, with tho possible 
exception of tho Docerabor mooting which may bo hold earlier. 
Lectures by guest speakers or members are a foaturo of many 
meexings at which there is ample opportunity for informal dis¬ 
cussion between mombors with similar interests. Forums are also 
conducted by members on their own particular interest so that 
others may participate in discussions. 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Ordinary Member .310.00 (Aust. ) 

Student, Associate ..........3 5*00 (Aust.) 

No additional foe is payablo for overseas posting by surface mail 
of tho News Bulletin. Associate Members, resident at the same 
addross as, and being immodiato relatives of an Ordinary Member, 
do not automatically receive a copy of the Society's publications 
but in all other respects rank as Ordinary Mombors. 


CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE VICTORIAN ENTOMOLOGIST 

The Socioty welcomes contributions of articles, pallors or 
notos pertaining to any aspect of entomology for publication in 
tho Nows Bulletin. Contributions are not restricted to mombors 
but are invited from all who have an interest. Material submitted 
should bo responsible and original. Statements and opinions ex¬ 
pressed aro tho responsibility of the respective authors and do 
not necessarily reflect tho policies of tho Socioty. 

Vhon contributions aro typed it would bo of groat assistance 
if they aro typed on Ak (international Quarto) papsr, one and a 
half spacod with triple spacing betwoon paragraphs and a margin, 
of 3 cm. 

ADVERTISING 

The charge for advertising is $5*00 per half page. 


Cover design by G. Millodgo. 

Danaus plexipous ploxippus (life size) on map of Victoria 









Members will have noticed in t; 

Council Meeting, published in the Vic. Ent. Vol. 14 NO. -X, page 


JOURNAL BECOMES A 


NOTICE TO MEM 



31, that Council recommended changing the Victorian Entomologist 
from a Journal to a News Bulletin. At the Juno 1984 mooting this 
was discussed, voted on and carried and the decision takes effect 
from this issue, Vol. 15 No. 1. 

The stop has been taken because despito the disclaimer on 
the back cover the publication was still being abstracted. As the 
Journal was not strictly refereed this led to some problems. 

Refereeing has not boon possible due to the lack of qualif¬ 
ied members with the time to do it and the consequent publishing 
delays. 

As a News Bulletin the Victorian Entomologist will not bo 
considered for abstracting so the need for professional refer¬ 
eeing does not arise, thereby speeding up production and making 
members' articles available sooner. It is also hoped that this 
will make for freer communication between members via the News 
Bulletin as some may have felt inhibited by any form of refer¬ 
eeing. 


Potor Carwardine, 
President. 


MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING 14 DECEMBER 1984 


The President opened the meeting at 8.10 pm. 


Apologiesi 


G. and J. Burns, D. Crosby, R. and J. Field, 
K. Valkoi", A. Yon. 


Attendance J 


P. Carwardine, K. and L. Dunn, I. Faithfull, 
D. Gooding, F. Hallgarton, D. and J. Holmes, 
M. Hunting, P. Kelly, M. Lo Souljf, T. New, 


S. Smith, D. and N. Stewart, R. Vagi. 


Minutes: 


October General Meeting minutes were passed 
(D. Stowart/P. Kelly). 


Correspondence! Received (R. Vagi/M. Le Souef). 

Treasurer's Report: Deferred.- 
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Editor's Report» M. Lo Souef congratulated Ian Faithfull on tho 
first issue of the Victorian Entomologist that 
ho had edited. Tho Editor thon appealed for 
cotributions of articles, notes, anecdotes otc. 
for forthcoming issues. Received (P. Kolly/L. 

Dunn). 

Excursion! P. Carwardino outlined arrangements for tho 

proposed excursion to tho Lome area. Tho date 
is now fixed! March 3 . Several members comm¬ 
ented on their collecting experiences in that 
aroa. 

Lo Souef Memorial Awards 

Tho President announced that the 1984-85 Award 
has been offered to Mr. G.A. Williams, in app¬ 
reciation of his work on Coleoptera, Conservat¬ 
ion and the considerable help ho has given to 
other workers. Tho nows was greeted with acc¬ 
lamation. Tho President also comraontod that the 
Committee had been faced with a very difficult 
decision, as a number of noteworthy contenders 
had been nominated. It is hoped that Geoff Will¬ 
iams will be able to attend tho Juno meeting to 
receive his award in person. 

General Business! l) F. Hallgarton drew members' attention to 

roports of males of tho buprestid Julodimorplia 
bnkewolli boing attracted to empty 'stubbies' 
in Western Australia. They confuse tho bottles 
with female beetles, and try to mate with them. 
This behaviour could load to doclino of tho 
species. K. Dunn commontod that tho design of 
W.A. stubbies had rocontly beon changed, so 
. that thi-s danger may have now decreased. 

2) F..Hallgarton also initiated a discussion 
on the effects of burning of habitat on insogt 
populations, to which several members contributed. 

3) D. Holmes exhibited i) Two drawers of moths 
- one of tho larger oenochromino Goomotridao and 
one of Antholidao) ii) A largo spider from Rod 
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Hill. Aggression in venomous spiders was dis¬ 
cussed. 

4) X. Faithfull i) A box of paropsino beotlos, 
many of which had just boon idontifiod by Potor 
Kellyj ii) A box of booties from the Big Desert 
area, taken in early November. 

5) K. IXinn. A drawer of butterflies capt¬ 
ured during a recent trip to the Newcastle area 
and a subsequent visit to the Barrington Tops 
with Andrew Atkins. Ho also showed a bladder 
cicada from Newcastle, an unusually southern 
locality for this insect. 

6) M. Le Souef. Commonts on the apparent late- 

^ ness of the current butterfly season. Several 

members made additional remarks. 

7) T. Now. A series of colour slides of Vic¬ 
torian skipper butterflies, which he invited 
tho audience to identify. They included sev¬ 
eral confusing species, and various commonts 
on variation and validity of subspocific forms 
onsued. 

8) P. Carwardine. A slide of a largo cranofly, 
reportod to bo about five inches across the 
wings. 

9 ) P. Kelly. Remarks on dioback of oucalypts 
in tho Armidale area of NSW. There was now much 
epicormic rogrowth, but littlo rogonoration from 
seeds. He also noted apparont changes in bootlo 
abundance between his trips thoro in 1981 and 
1984. 

In closing tho meeting (9*30) and inviting members to take rof- 
roslimonts, tho Prosidont wished ovoryone tho compliments of the 
season. 

T. New, 

Hon. Socretary. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE 
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REPORT ON EXCURSION TO TOOBORAC AREA 


A Society excursion was planned for the Mount William 
(Lancefield) area on 10th November 1984, however trips around 
the locality prior to the excursion proved it to be unsuitable 
and the Tooborac area to bo better. 

A few members set off from Kilmore on a fine warm morning, 
heading north along the Northern Highway towards Tooborac. A short 
stop was made at Black Springs Reserve by the roadside at the 89 
km post. This was heavily grassed under a light covering of Euc- 
alypts with a few Acacias. Although unrewarding on this visit, 
this reserve, and a few other spots along this road,are worth 
looking at. 

Ve then moved along to a spot a few kilometres east of Too¬ 
borac (in the Tooborac State Forest?) behind the Tooborac Tip. 

This was an open Stringybark/Box forest, lightly grassed under¬ 
neath and slightly undulating. Gordon Burns pointed out a rec¬ 
ently felled Eucalypt and told us that this is where Anilara sp. 
beetles are found on the half dead leaves. Six specimens were 
taken during the day. They are difficult to identify and accord¬ 
ing to Joy Burns they "look like specks of dirt". This spot was 
also rather poor for collecting on this occasion unless one was 
interested in collecting Tipulidae sp. which were abundant. 

Peter Kelly thon suggested that we might do better at his 
property at Tallaroolc and after some collecting there Peter's 
wifo provided us with tea and coffee. 

I would like to thank Peter Kelly for surveying the area 
prior to the excursion. 

List of Species Captured or Sighted 

Coleoptera 
Alloculidae sp. 

• Bolidae Rhinotin hnomoptera Kirby ? 

Buprestidae Anilara 2? spp. 

Chrysomelidao Pnropsis spp. 

Crvptocophnlus ? spp. 

Cleridae Nocrobia rnfir>es Do Goer 

Dermostidao Dermestes sp. 

Histcridae Tomogenius rioicola Marsoul ? 

Morycidao Hervx rugose Latr. 

Mordollidae sp. 

Scarabaoidae Aphodius timotarius L. 

Aphodius tnsmnniae Hopo ? 

Automolius vulgaris Britton 
1 other sp. 
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Tonobrionidae Soirotrann para.ilola Germ. 
Adolium sp. 

Trogidao Trox 2? sjxp. 

Diptera 
Tipulidao sp. 

Homiptera 
Cydnidao sp. 


Lepidoptora 
Agaristidao 
Arctiidae 
HosporiIda© 

Limacodidao 

Nymplialidao 

Pieridae 

Zygaonidao 


sp. 

Nyctomera arnica (White) 

Taractrocera papyria papyria (Boisduval) 
Tranozites lutous lutous (Topper) 
sp.(larva) 

Hoteronympha morope merope (F.) 

Vanessa korshawi (McCoy) 

Pior-is rapae rapao (L.) 

Peter Caxwardine 
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Excursion Secretary. 


A REVISED COMMON NAMES LIST 

Tho 4th ( 1980 ) edition of the CSIRO publication "Scientific 
and Common Names of Insects and Alliod Forms Occurring in Aust¬ 
ralia" is to be revised and tho 5 th edition published during 1985* 
Notices have been sent to appropriate Commonwealth and State Dep¬ 
artments, Musoums and Universities inviting advice on errors in 
tho current edition and proposals for additional entries. 

Society mombors who do not bolong to those organisations 
are welcome to mako proposals. Suggestions should bo sent to 
local mombors of tho Committee appointed to carry out tho rovisioni 


Victoria 1 

Now South Wales t 

Queensland : 
Tasmania : 

Western Australia 


Dr. L.D. Crawford, Plant Rosoarch Institute, 
Swan Street, Durnloy, 3121. 

Dr. M.J. Fletcher, Biological and Chomical 
Research Institute, P.B. No. 10, Rydalmore, 

2116 . 

Dr. I.D. Galloway, Dopt. of Primary Indust¬ 
ries, Meirs Road, Indooroopilly, 4068. 

Mr. A. Torauds, Dopt. of Agriculture, GPO 
Box 19213, Hobart, 7001. 

Mr. K.T. Richai'ds, Dopartmont of Agriculture, 
Jarrah Road, South Perth, 6151 . 


South Australia & 

Northern Territory s Dr. P.B. Carno, CSIRO Division of Entomol 

ogy, GPO Box 1700, Canborra, ACT, 2601 . 


Proposals for additions should bo in tho formj 


Genus, species, author, family, order, accoptod common name* 
and should be accompanied by a brief justification for incl¬ 


usion in tho list. 


P.B. Carno. 
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SOME OBSERVATIONS ON THE BEHAVIOUR AND NOTES ON THE EXTENSION OF 
RANGE OF OCYBADISTES WALKERI SOTHIS (LEPIDOPTERA i HESPERIIDAE) 

IN THE MELBOURNE METROPOLITAN AREA 

Ian Faithfull, 83 Easoy Street, Collingwood, Victoria, 30 66 

The Yellow-Banded Dart, Ocvbadistes walkeri sothis Waterhouse, 
is apparently extending its range westwards through the Melbourne 
metropolitan area. Common and Waterhouse ( 1981 ) noted that it had 
recently been recorded Prom Black Rock and East Brighton, coastal 
suburbs south of Melbourne city. 

The East Brighton record was obtained by Andrew Kinsella, 
who saw a freshly emerged individual near the corner of Hawthorn 
Road and Davey Avenue in late March of 1977 ( Vio ■ Ent. 7(4)i44, 

Aug. 1977). 

Peter Carwardine reported a breeding population of the butt¬ 
erfly in his garden in Victoria Road Malvern at the February I 98 I 
meeting of the Victorian Entomological Society (Vic. Ent . 11(2), 
April 1981 ). The species has maintained its t’osition and "a healthy 
population" still occurs. According to Carwardino (pars. comm. 

1985) it first appeared about four or five years ago and was cert¬ 
ainly not present ten years ago. 

I did not record the species at Camborwell (some four km 
north east of the Malvern records) from 1967 up until the begin¬ 
ning of 1982. When regular observations recommenced in the spring 
of 1982 after a period living interstate I found a breeding pop¬ 
ulation in the garden of 67 Athelstan Road. Two adults, both 
fresh males, were captured on October 13 and the species bacarao 
more common as the season progressed. Territorial defence was 
observed with individuals usually perching on prominent grass 
stalks and occasionally dry leaves on the lawn, or rarely on tall¬ 
er plants up to a height of about 6 0 cm. Areas defended had an 
area of three to five metres squared and tho defending males would 
fly off to battle trespassers and return within half a minute or 
so, usually to tho same porch. On November - 12 five were seen to 
rise into tho air in close, tumbling flight. On November 23 a 
pair was soon in copulo but this unfortunately was not closely 
observed and no further details were taken. 

In December tho butterfly became scarce. One very battered 
individual was seen on the 26th. However on 5 January a perfect, 
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fresh-looking specimen appeared and a similar ono was noted on 
the 8th. On January 7 I madea probable sighting of an individual 
apparently in transit. 

Dospite close observation over a period of four weeks from 
January 9 none were seen,but on February 5 newly emerged speci¬ 
mens appeared. Again it became more common and by February 13 
was the commonest butterfly with six or more in the front garden 
at ono time, some feeding at Thryptomeno flowors, and threo or 
more in the back garden. Xt was seen in Fawknor Park, South Yarra 
on Fobruary 10. A few wore seen, including very small fresh ones, 
on March 1 at Camberwell and they were last observed there on 
March 12. 

Those observations suggested that the species has two gen¬ 
erations per annum. Observations during the 1983-4 soom to prov¬ 
ide confirmation of this. 0. walkori was first seen at Camberwell 
on October 30 and was observed at various localities in inner 
Melbourne including Fawkner Park and Yari’a Bend Park in ICow 
through to December 25. A breeding colony was found on a vacant 
lot between Marine Pde. and Yarra Street in Abbotsford in Nov¬ 
ember, with tho adults flying in company with Taractrocera pnp - 
yria . 

After a period of somo six weeks when none were soon, a fresh 
adult was sighted on Fobruary 11 at Collingwood, with others be¬ 
ing noted there and at Fawknor Park and Studley Park, Kew through 
until March 3 1 * During the current soason a similar pattern is 
apparent, with first sightings at Collingwood on Novombor 5. I 
have an additional record from Alsace St. Brunswick on Novombor 9« 

Of tho othor membors of tho gonus (3. hypomoloma hypomoloma 
Lower is known to complete two generations annually at Sydney 
(Common and Waterhouse, 1981). Tim Now, at the December 1984 
meeting of the Entomological Society of Victoria, confirmed from 
his experience a similar pattorn with 0. walkori sothis . 

Judging by the recorded larval food plants of the two south¬ 
ern subspecies of 0. walkori . it is conceivable that their popul¬ 
ations could merge at some stage in the future. 0. w. sothis is 
found down tho east coast from Rockhampton to south eastern Tas¬ 
mania and inland on tho continent as far west as Gunbowor and 
Kerang. 0. w. hvpochlorus Lower is found in south oastorn South 
Australia. Cvnodon dactylon . Couch Grass, a known foodplant of 
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both those subspecies (Common and Waterhouse, 1981), was present 
in tho Camber-well garden and according to Willis ( 1970 ) it is 
"abundant on moist, sandy soils almost throughout lowland Vict¬ 
oria". llo notes that "there is somo doubt as to whether C^ dact - 
ylon is truly indigenous to Victoria (but it) is now almost a 
cosmopolitan wood in warmer rogions of tho globe". 

Brachvpodium dis tachvon . False Bromo, and Pennisotum clan - 
destinum . Kikuyu Grass, recorded as hosts for tho South Austral¬ 
ian subspecies, are both introduced. False Brorae is an uncommon 
weed of dryish and sometimes rocky ground and was recorded by 
Willis from Studloy Park, Campbollfiold, Daylosford and Dooen. 
Kikuyu Grass, according to Willis, is in Victoria "a frequent 
escapee from lawns on sandy ground in warmer districts (eg Melb¬ 
ourne suburbs, Queenscliff, Anglesea, Portland ...)". As there 
is "no doubt" that the larvae of sothis feed on other common 
grasses (Common and Waterhouse, 1981), it is fairly certain that 
the westerly spread of this subspocies will continuo. 

The Melbourne metropolitan records mentioned in this article 

are shown with earliest known dates on tho accompanying map. A 

To bottom 
of p. 9 
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NEW DISTRIBUTION RECORDS FOR VICTORIAN SKIPPERS 


Andrew Atkins, 45 Caldwell Ave. , Dudley, N.3.W., 2290 

Hosriori1In ehrysotricha cvclospila (Meyrick and Lower), 1902. 
Several years ago I discovered empty pupal cases, apparently 
of this skipper, on Gahnia filum close to Mallacoota in eastern 
Victoria. On the 23rd Deccmbor 1984 I was able to confirm the 
presence of this species at that locality, collecting eight males 
and four females, found flying amongst a plot of this foodplant 
growing 1 km east of tlio township. This area is approximately 
200 km north-east of Wilsons Promontory, whore this species also 
occurs (personal records), and extends the previously known east¬ 
ern range of southern central Victoria, cited by Common and Water- 
house (ip8l), to near the N.S.W. border. 

Uesperilla mastorsi mastersi Waterhouse, 1 900. 

A puj>al case (female) of this beautiful species was found, 
also on the 23rd December 1984, on Gahnia inolanocarpa growing in 
a rainforest gully at Toorloo Arm, approximately 10 km north-east 
of Lakes Entrance, East Gippsland. I do not know of any records 
of this species at this near coastal locality, though Common and 
Watorhouse (1 98 1) record the Mitchell River (Bairnsdalo area) as 
tlio western-most distribution of H. mastorsi . 

Reference 

Common, I.F.B. and Waterhouse, D.F. , 1 98 1, Butterflies of Aust ¬ 
ral ia . Revised Edition, Angus and Robertson. 

*■*•*■*■**** 

From p. 8 

progressive wostorly and northerly extension of range is indicated 
however it would be unwise to draw any definite conclusions from 
such an incomplete sot of data. It would bo interesting to fill 
out the history of 0. walkeri in the Melbourne suburbs in moro 
dotail. Readers are requested to contribute further observations. 

References 

Common, I.F.B. and Waterhouse, D.F. 19S1, Butterflies of Aust ¬ 
ralia , Revised Edition, Angus and Robertson. 

Willis, James H. 1970, A Handbook to Plants in Victoria Volume 
1. Ferns, Conifers and Monocotyledons . Socond Edition, 
Melbourne Univorsity Press. 
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COLLECTING WITH THE MANSKIES 


David and Joyce Holmes, 5 Ovorbay Avenue, Dromana, Vic., 393^ 

Our first trip to Queensland in forty yoars and were my 
wife and I excited ! Due to my orchard committmonts we could only 
have two weeks holiday each yoar, so we usually wont to the South 
Coast of N.S.W. where wo could roach our destination quickly, and 
whore the collecting was different to central Victoria. 

Forty years ago I camo homo from Now Guinea, at the finish 
of the war, and this was tho first time sinco then that I had 
boon able to colloct in the tropics. 

Our first destination was Maryborough, Queensland, whore we 
met up with old friends, and fellow collectors, Hay and Kola Man- 
slcio. Vo intended to stay only one night, but the noxt day was 
tho Maryborough Spring Festival, with a big parade, in which was 
a motor di’awn float constructed by Hay for tho Players Society 
(of which he is a member, as a singer). Nola was the one respon¬ 
sible for tho art work and singwriting on tho float, which was 
excellent. It depicted flowers and butterflies. We wore glad we 
stayed tho extra nigh and saw tho parade, which was very beaut¬ 
iful. One suggestion I would make to tho organisers is, for tho 
sake of tho marching girls and others on foot, that they leave 
tho horso drawn section of tho parade until near tho finish, in¬ 
stead of having it at tho beginning J 

Ug then travelled to Yoppoon, and had throo glorious weeks 
collecting, in temperatures avox-aging 27 * 0 , which was preferable 
to our Melbourne September weather, especially this yoar. Here I 
collected and pinned many specimens and also papered a few. Vo 
visited all tho placos our friends Mary Lo Souof and David Stewart 
had told us about - Byfield, Mt. Archer, Emu Park and many more. 
At Mt. Archer, where we arrived about 10 am, wo 1ound tho place 
alivo with butterflies. This is a real gentleman's area because 
the Lantana bushes grow along the edge of tho cleared top. Joyco 
and I collected Xatrocorviio re panda ropanda and Thpclinestlics 
onveha and wo saw many Delias nigrina and ono D. aganipjTQ. there 
wore also many Crossida crossida flying. What a magnificent sighu 
to soo tho Big Greasy gliding lazily over the Lantana - well worth 
tho trip to soo this alono. There wore also many skippers and 


10 


Vic. Ent. 15(1) Fob. 1985 














whites and others that are common Queensland butterflios. 

On our return trip we stayed at Maryborough, and spent four 
days collecting with the Manskios. It was a Croat help to have 
Kay to explain the food plants and habitats of butterflies to me, 
as lie knows the area so well,having boon brought up thoro in his 
young days. On one of the days thoro wo wont with Nola and Ray to 
tho Mary River mouth, called River Heads. Wo also took with us on 
this trip Mr. Joo Manski. Ho is no relation to Ray (his namo is 
spolt differently) but is a great friend of many years standing. 
Joo lias collocted for many yoars in Queensland, and at tho ago of 
8 b is a lively man, with a keen mind, and a vast knowledgo of 
ovorything concerning insects including butterflies. Ho was able 
to toll us about food plants and ontortainod us with stories of 
his collecting days. 

Nola is an excellent artist and wo brought home with us one 
of her water colour paintings, which wo purchased from her. It is 
of tlireo Delias on mistletoe which is tho food plant of tho larva. 
It now adorns our lounge room wall and is admired by many of our 
visitors. 

With our treasures wo returned homo, a month after our dep¬ 
arture. A very memorable trip, which wo hope wo will bo able to 
repeat at a later date ! 

■ *■»***■*■** 

COVER ILLUSTRATIONS FOR THE VICTORIAN ENTOMOLOGIST 

A now cover illustration for each now volume of tho Victor - 
tan Entomologist would bo ideal. Potential illustrators are invited 
to express their interest or donate suitablo pen and ink drawings. 
Unfortunately the high quality of original illustrations is de¬ 
graded in tho printing process. Material for the Entomologist con¬ 
tinues to bo scarce and all contributions are wolcome. 

Ian Faithfcll, 

Hon. Editor. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE 

Please forward them to tho Treasurer. 
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EXCURSION TO LORNE AREA 


Date! Sunday 3 March 1985 

Mooting Placoi Garage at beginning of Lome just after passing 
tho Lorno to Doans Marsh road. 


Meeting Time! 
Travel! 


Food <&. Potrol: 
Localitios! 


Maps s 


Police: 
Doctor: 
Hospital: 


11.15 am. 

Via Geolong, Anglesea and Ocean Road. Lome is 
140 km from Melbourne. Allow 2-^-3 hours from 
Melbourne GPO. 

Can bo obtained at Geolong. 

The excursion will probably visit Teddys Lookout, 
Cumberland River, Mount Sabine, Erskine Falls, 
Deans Marsh and Pennyroyal. 

Broadbent No. 301, 150 Ian around Melbourne. 

Dept, of Minerals and Energy 1:100,000 Otway 7^20 
Dept, of Minerals and Enorgy 1:100,000 Colac 7^21 
Charles St. Lorno, 89 151° (or 26 2800). 

Knobel, Albert St. Lorno, 89 1791 
Mount joy Parade Lome 89 1508 


In tho past the area has proven rich in skippers and browns, 
however parts of the Otways were burnt by bushfires two years ago. 
However some members have collecting rocords at this time of tho 
year before the fires, so comparison can bo made. 
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INDEX TO VOLUME 14 (1984) OF THE VICTORIAN ENTOMOLOGIST JOURNAL OF 
THE ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 


Anonymous 


Atkins, Andrew 

Brown, Joan 
Burns, Gordon 

Burns, Joy 

Burns, Joy and 
Gordon 
Dunn, K.L. 

Faithfull, Ian 

Fisher, R.li. 
Garrett, Ron 

Holmes, David R. 

Hunting, Mark'. 

Morton, Tony 

Noboiss, A. 

Quid:, W.N.B. 

Valentino, Poter S 

Valkor, 1C on 

Yon, Alan 

List of Moinbors of 
ombor 1984 


Constitutional Amendments 
Excursion to Laucoficld District (pro- 
excursion information) 

Francis Valkor Collection 
Henry Edwards 1830-91 
Protected Butterflies (o^yris) 
Research in National Parks : General 
Policies and Conditions 
The 1robriands ( Ornithoptera priamus ) 

A Note from Newcastle ( Candalides con - 
slmills consimilis ') 

Notes and Records for Somo Butterflies 
from Eastern Australia 1980-4 
March in My Gardon 

Review of Victorian Sti gmodera (Cast- 
iarinn ) Checklist 

Somo ENTREC Records for Stiamodora in 

Victoria -- 

Buprostidae : Records for Spring 19S4 


55-e 

9 

9 

62 

6o-2 

4i 

59 

26-9 

4l-2 

18-9 

50-3 

63 


64-5 

63+9 

46-50 


A, £H . c:i - a iLiffusa Lindl ( Acacia gonistif- 
^lia Linlc. )- A Now Lai-val Foodplnnt for 
Jnlmonus ovngoi-ns ovaroras (Donovan) 

(LepidoptorniLycnonidao) 

Buttox-flics from the Foley Road Aroa, 

, Yanalcio, South Gippsland, Victoria 
fhe 198; Caper White Migration in Mel¬ 
bourne 

Hawaiian Insocts and their Origins 
Odonatn Observed in the Big Desert 
Victoria, November 1984 59 

CoHoctiiig in the North East Mountains39-40 

Ihe Buddleias of llarriotvillo 40 
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THE ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 


MEMBERSHIP 

Any person with an intoi'ost in entomology shall bo eligible 
for Ordinary Membership. Members of the Socioty include profoss- 
onal, amateur and student entomologists, all of whom receive 
he Society's Nows Bulletin, the Victorian Entomologist. 

OBJECTIVES 

The aims of the Socioty are i 

(a) to stimulate the scientific study and discussion of all 
aspocts of entomology, 

(b) to gather, dissominato and rocord knowledge of all identif¬ 
iable Australian insect species, 

(c) to compile a comprehensive list of ail Victorian insect 
spoci.es and 

(d) to bring together in a congenial but scientific atmosphere 
all persons interested in ontomology. 

MEETINGS 

The Society's mootings are hold at Clunios Ross House, 
National Science Centro, ipi Royal Parado, Parkvillo, Victoria, 
at 8 pm on tho third Friday of oven months, with tho possible 
exception of tho Docombor mooting which may bo hold oarlior. 
Lectures by guost sjioakors or members aro a foaturo of many 
meetings at which thoro is ample opportunity for informal dis¬ 
cussion botweon membors with similar interests. Forums are also 
conducted by members on their own particular intero3t so that 
othors may participate in discussions. 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Ordinary Member ............. S10.00 

Country Member .. $ 8.00 (100 km + from GPO) 

Student Member ............. $ 5«00 

Associate Member ............ $ 2.00 (no magazine) 


No additional foe is payjjblo for ovorsoas posting by surface mail 
of tho Nows Bulletin. Associate Mombors, resident at tho same 
address as, and being immediate rolativos of an Ordinary Mombor, 
do not automatically rocoivo a copy of the Society's publications 
but in all other respects rank as Ordinary Mombors. 


CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE VICTORIAN ENTOMOLOGIST 

The Socioty wolcomos contributions of articles, papors or 
notes pertaining to any aspoct of ontomology for publication in 
tho Nows Bulletin. Contributions aro not restricted to mombors 
but are invited from all who have an intorost. Matorial submitted 
should bo responsible and original. Statements and opinions ox- 
press od aro tho responsibility of tho rospoctivo authors and do 
not necessarily refloct tho policies of tho Socioty. 

When contributions aro typod it would bo of groat assistance 
if they aro typod on Ah (international Quarto) papar, one and a 
half spacod with triple spacing botwoon paragraphs and a margin 
of 3 cm. 

ADVERTISING 

Tho charge for advertising is S5*00 per half pago. 


Cover design by G. Millodge. 

Dannus ploxlnpus pioxInpus (life sizo) on map of Victoria. 










MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING 15 FEBRUARY 1985 


Tho Prosidont oponod fcho meeting at 8.10 pm. 

Attendance: G. and J. Burns, K. Clark, D. Crosby, L. and K. Dunn, 

I. Faitlifull, R. and J. Field, A. Harmolin, D. and J. 
Holmos, M. Hunting, A. Kelly, P. Kelly, M, LoSoudf, 

T. Now, S. Smith, D. and N. Stowart, R. Vagi, K. Walker 
Minutes: December General Meeting minutes were passed (Crosby/ 

P. Kelly). 

Tho President then invited tho sjieakGr, Dr. T. Now, to talk on 
"Impressions of Now Guinea Leiiidoptora". After answering a number 
of questions arising from tho talk, the speaker was thanked by the 
Prosidont. 

Correspondence: Detailed and received (Walkor/R. Field). 

Treasurer's Report: G. Burns reported a total credit balance of 

S2462.22, and presented tho audited balance shoot for 
1984. Tho Lo Souef Momorial Fund stands at 31548,31. 
There wore 68 financial members for 1984, and 17 so 
far paid up for 1985 . Subscriptions are now due. 
Rocoived (P. Kolly/M. LeSouof). 

Editor's Report: I. Faitlifull requested articles for forthcoming 
issues and suggestions fora now cover design for tho 
next volume. Rocoived (Walkor/D. Stowart). 

Excursions: Bocauso of lack of numbers, tho proposed excursion 

to tho Lome area was cancollod and replaced by one 
to tho Varburton area. Mombers are to moot at Yarra 
Junction at 10.30 am on March 3. 

General Business and Exhibits: 

1) G. and J. Burns. A disjilay case of Jewel Boetlos. 

2) P. Kolly. A display case containing many families of 
of beetles. The above form part of the permanent 
display material being gathered to promote the 
Society. 

3) I. Faithfull. A box of beotlos collected frem light 
at Dromana by D. Holmes in Novombor 1984. 

4) T. Now. Three drawers of Lepidoptera to illustrate 
his talk. Two woro of Papua Now Guinea Dolias ■ rep¬ 
resenting about 30 spocios, and the other contained 
a selection of gooinotrid and arctiid moths. 

5) P. Carwardino. A very largo llromvcladinm ca xi from 
Acacia baileynnn . Sovoral members commontod on the 
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community of insects associated with such fungus 
galls. 

6) P. Carwardino, R. Fioid and others noted continuing 
spread of the European Wasp into country areas of 
Victoria. 

The meeting closed at 10.00 pm. 

T. Now, 

lion. Secretary. 

MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING 15 MARCH *985 

The President, P. Carwardine, chaired the Meeting which opened at 
8.05 pm. 

Apologies: L.Dunn, D. Holmes 

Attendance: G. and J. Burns, D. Crosby, I. Faithfull, M. Hunting, 

M. Lo Souof, P. Kelly, T. Now, D. Stewart, K. Walker. 

Minutes: September Council Meeting minutes wore joassed (Walker/ 

Kolly). 

Correspondence: Detailed and rocoived (J. Burns/Crosby). 

Treasurer's Report: G. Burns reported that thoro are at present 36 
financial members for 1985" Crodit balances are 

(general) $2574.82, (momorial fund) $ 1588 . 03 . Roc- 

/ 

oivod (Crosby/Hunting). 

Editor's Report: After an initial discussion of categories of Soc¬ 
iety membership, I. Faithfull riiised several mattors 
of editorial concern, l) Costs continue to rise, with 
a recent increase in postal ratos. 2)A further batch 
of envelopes had recently boon purchased and printed. 
3) Work on a now cumulative index to the Victorian 
Entomologist is proceeding, k) The free list of roc- 
ipionts may need rovision. Aftor discussion it was 
moved (.Now/Crosby) that the list remain 'as is': Car¬ 
ried. 5) A new cover illustration was needed, and 
should bo revised, if possiblo, every two years. 6) 

A free sorvico for 'members' notices' should be en¬ 
couraged. Report received (Kolly/Stowart). 

ENTRECS: After considerable discussion, it was decided to pro¬ 

ceed with production of a full sorios of distribution 
maps of buttorflios in Victoria as soon as possiblo. 

Lo Souef Memorial Award: Council discussed an invitation from the 

Continued page 17 
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HONORARY iUJiAau 

Statement of Kecoipts and Payments 
RECEIPTS . 


- Year Ended 31 December 198^ 


PAYMENTS 


Subscriptions 
Bank Interest General A/C 
Term Investment Interest 
Sale of Magazines 
Levy for Museum Visit 
Donations 


570.00 
28.86 
172.05 
3.00 
24. 00 
140.00 


Credit Balanco B/F 


800.03 

1746.94 


Magazino Production 

Postal Registration 

Postago (Magazine) 

Envelopes 

Stamps (Treasurer) 

Receipt Book 

A/ Secretary Exponsos 

Mooting Facilities 

Projector Use 

LoSouof Memorial Award 

Entertain. Award Winner 

Transf. to Memorial Fund 

F• X o Do 

Badt 

Credit Balanco Gen. A/C 


228.75 
30.00 
90.31 
60.80 
7.20 
1.45 
10.00 
67.50 
40.00 
186.08 
16.00 
90.00 
.28 
3.'* 5 
015.12 

1746.94 


Statement of Assets 


Credit Balance Gonoral A/C 915-12 

Term Deposit 

1500.00 

Total 

2415.12 

Zoo 

Le Souef Memc 

Statement of Receipts 

and Payments 

RECEIPTS 


Donat ions 

240.00 

form-Deposits Intoros 

t 27.53 

S.E.C. Bonds Interest 

130 .50 

Bank Interest 

1.40 

Credit Balanco B/F 

89.27 


488.70 

Statement of Assets 


Credit Balance 

308.31 

S.E.C. Powor Bonds 

900.00 

Tarm Doposit • 

160.00 

Term•Deposit 

180.00 

Total 

1 548.31 


PAYMENTS 


New Term-Deposit 

F.I.D. 


Credit Balanco 


180.00 

.39 


108.31 

488.70 
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Entomological Section of tho Hoyal Zoological Society 
of NSW, to act on behalf of the Socioty in presenting 
the Award to G.A. Willi;uns. As it is hoped to bo ablo 
to make the presentation in Molbourno later this year, 
'the invitation was declined. Nominations for the next 
Award will be called shoi’tly. 

Exhibition Cases: K. Walker agrood that the Society's insect cases 

may bo stored at the Musoum of Victoria, as a convonient 
central location. 

Programme for the Remainder of 1985' Several potential themes and 
speakers for forthcoming mootings woro discussod. 

Incoming Officers: Preliminary discussions wore hold over possiblo 
nominations for various Socioty positions at tho Juno 
mooting. 

Representative Councillor for tho Australian Entomological Socioty: 

It was agrood that the policy of tho President being 
Roprosontativo Councillor ox officio should bo retained, 
and that it is tho President's responsibility to ensure 
that notices are sent to the A.E.S. Nows Bulletin at 
regular intervals. 

Constitutional Review: The Secretary rominded Council that a review 

of the Society's constitution is ovorduo. A subcomin- 
i , 

ittoo (P. Carwardino, D, Crosby, P. Kolly, T. Now; was 

elected to roport to the Septcmbor Council Mooting on 

changes necdod. 

After some further general discussion of Socioty matters, the mooting 
closod at 10.10 pm. New, Hon. Sqc. 

CORRECTION TO CHECKLIST OF VICTORIAN STIGMOBERA ( CASTIARINA ) 

Gordon Burns, 3 Inglis Stroot, Mornington, 3931 

In my Checklist of Victorian Stlgmodora ( Castlarina ) (Colooptora: 
Bupre 3 tidae), Victorian Entomologist Vol. 13, No. 6 , 1983. PP- 89 - 72 , 
tho following correction should be made: 

between soxguttata Macloay and the synonym plagiata Gory 

insert tho synonyms 

puolla Saundors 

carter! Obenborger 

then tho spocios 

' • 

soxplagiata L & G 
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PAR OPS X NES AT ARMIDALE N.S.V. 


Peter Kelly, Lot 6 Dockery's Road, Tallarook, Victoria, 3“59 

Collecting was carried out at Annidale, N.S.V/. on Novombor 
18, 198 O and again on Novombor 23 , 198 / 1 . Areas whore collecting 
was undertaken wore all within 5 km of tho city and specimens were 
obtained mainly on Eucalyptus blakolyi but also to some extent 
on E. vlmlnalis and E. nova-anglia . Only Chrvsophtharta H-fuscum 
was taken on E. nova-anglia . Tho number of specimens taken in¬ 
dicate their relative abundance! numbers ovor 10 indicate that 
tho species wore common and that many more woro soon than wore 
takon, under 10 that only this numbor wore soon. Collecting was 
done with a beating tray for about 6 hours on each occasion. 


Species 

Paropsis atomaria Oliv. 
P. aegrota Boisd. 

P. pictipos Chap. 

P. porosa Erichs. 

P. variolosa (Marsh.) 

P. maculata (Marsh.) 

P. marmoroa Oliv. 

P. augusta Blaclcb. 

P. obsolete Oliv. 

P. ornata (Marsh.) 

P. sp. (No. 275 ) 


1 9«0 

5 

5 

2 

8 

0 

2 

0 

1 

8 

14 

1 


1284 

0 
4 
2 
1 
2 
0 
2 
11 
0 
0 
0 


Paropsistorna octosignata 
P. insporaa (Nowm.) 

P. boata (Nowm.) 

P. liturata (Marsh.) , 

P. sp. (No. 197) 

P. op. (No. 286) 


(Stal.) . 2 2 


3 3 

18 4 

0 6 

3 0 

1 0 


Chrysophtharta variicollis (Chap.) 12 
C. docolorata (Chap.) 1 
C. agricola (Chap.) ... 2 
C. M-fuscum (Bohom.) * 3 
C. aurea (Blackb .) 5 
C. cloolia (Stal.) ... 4 
C. sp. (No. 108) 4 
C. sp. (No. 119 ) 9 

Trachymola piceola (Chap.) . . 1 
T. sp. (No. 198) 10 
T. sp. (No. 27 6 ) 3 

T. sp. ... 0 


5 

0 

0 

7 

1 

o 

6 
3 

1 

6 

0 

5 
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LE SOUiiF MEMORIAL AWARD PAPER 


LITTORAL RAINFORESTS, CONSERVATION AND A LITTLE ENTOMOLOGY 
Gooff Williams, c/o Post Offico, Lansriowno, via Taroo, N.S.W.,2430 

Several years ago I joined the growing throne of intending 
now settlers heading towards northern coastal New South Walos. 
Ultraviolet light and pitfall traps firmly in hand I bid farewell 
to tho bright lights of Sydney and the hallowod walls of the Dep¬ 
artment of Agriculture's veterinary research station at Glonfiold. 
There I had laboured over "bomb" calorimotors, gas chromatographs 
and Kjoldahl extractors in search of tho hidden mysteries of suc¬ 
cessful drought fooding strategies for woollen livestock. 

Of special attraction to me, on tho north coast, is tho wealth, 
albeit a largely relict ono, of rainforest communities extending 
from sea shores, coast floodplains and escarpment cliff linos thro¬ 
ugh to tho Nothofafpis forests of tho high montano aroas. Although 
soveral sites such as tho Barrington Tops, Comboyno nnd Dorrigo 
Plateaux have acquired a somewhat legendary character to many ent¬ 
omologists, it appears that littlo extensive and ooncortod work 
has actually occurred, if only bocauso of their unpredictable cli¬ 
mate and, until recently, isolated nature. What is known of tho 
insoct life of those rogions is dorivod from tho activities of 
nmatour naturalists working in isolation such as W. Horon in tho 
Dorrigo area, or limited forays over individual lifotiincs (sartor, 
H.J., in Gulliver in tho Push ; Poscott, R.T.M., Barrington Tops, 
Wildlife , June 19^8)* 

Along the longtli of the north coast of Now South Wales,and 
particularly woll dovoloped on tho mid north coast, occur tho 
littoral rainforests. Entomologically they aro relatively poorly 
known. Littoral rair.forosts occur as disjunct communities on nut- 
riont onrichod sands behind boach hind-dunos, on headlands and 
associated sheltered gullies and on somo islands in coastal lake 
systems. Tho lxoadland rainforosts aro established on heavier soil 
typos, such as clays and loams, and gonorally tend to bo florist- 
ically more rich and structurally more diverse than thoso growing 
on hind sand dunos. 

Somo of tho major plants you will encounter include lollow 
Tulip, Drvpotes australnsica (Euphorbiacoao), Black Applo, Planch - 
on, , 11 a australis (Sapotaceao) and Rod Olivo Plum, Cass 1 n o austr..1 _ o 
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(Colastracoao). Rainforosts ori sands aro dominatod by Tuckoroo, 
Cunaniopsis anacard j.oidcs (Sapindacoao) often with Hanks in intog - 
rifalia as sonoscont emorcontn above the canopy. At hoadland sites 
tho Brush Box, Lophostomon confortus (proviously Tristania con - 
forta ), can bo prominent and hoadland rainforests have been rof- 
errod to by somo -workers (o.g. G.N. Baur, N.S.W. Forestry Comm¬ 
ission) as 'Hoadland Brush Box' typos. 

Tho richness of tho plant community is largely determined, 
apart from latitude, by soil typo and aspoct, with a distinct 
increase in richness from moro oxposod to loss oxposod conditions. 
All sitos aro sub.^oct to froquont winds and sharo a degroo of 
tolerance to salt deposition. Tho impact of wind is significant 
and ofcon results in tho deformation and dwarfing of plants along 
tho frontal bari’iers and tho shearing of tho rainforost canopy 
further inland from tho oxposod soaward margins. 

Most sitos are generally rich in laurols, figs and native* 
fruiting vinos and so aro particularly important to fruit-eating 
vertobratos. Thus bird life is frequently abundant with Southern 
Figbirds, boworbirds, honoyoators and pigeons being seasonally 
common. The sites aro especially valuablo to the Wompoo Pigeon 

or Magnificent Fruit Dovo, PLilinopus magnifious . which is hea- 

« 

vily reliant on lowland rainforests which, unfortunately, have 
boon heavily cloarod in Now South Wales, llowevor neither tho 
Woinpoo Pigeon nor. tho littoral rainforost roach Victoria, tho 
former boing extinct south *of Sydney and tho latter occurring 
only ns far south as Jorvis Bay. 

What, though, has this got to do with insects? My own intor- 
osts Ho primarily with tho distribution of scarahnoine dung 
booties and tho larval host relationships and taxonomy of ceram- 
bycid and smaller buprostid bootlos. A number of interesting 
dung bootlos occur in tho littoral rainforosts including an app¬ 
arent topographic halophilo, Djurygopyx nsciculifor , and two 
spocios, Notopodaria inotallica and Ontlioph.igus tal.ollifor , which, 
whilst found in sand sitos behind boach dunos, do not apparently 
occur at hoadland rainforosts. On tho mid north coast at least, 
thoro is an npparont incroaso in diversity of tho nativo dung 
boetlo fauna from sand sitos to those on headlands, reflecting 
tho situation gonoi’ally occurring with tho rainforost plant 
community. 
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In littoral rainforests dung booties occur in tlio fraquont 
absconco of large vortebratos (Williams and Williams, Vic . Nat . 
198 ^ 1 ). Tho booties can occur, allowing for tho vagaries of soa- 
son and soil moisture, in significant numbers and are possibly 
highly efficient at utilizing a variety of food sources includ¬ 
ing the droppings of small roptilos, birds and land snails. In 
addition they liavo specialized and possibly opportunistic feed¬ 
ing strategies involving carrion, fungi and vegetable matter. 

Tho tondoncy for many species to frequent canopy tops 
makes effective collecting of many insects difficult in littoral 
rainforests, as in most rainforost situations. Apart from chance, 
low flowering, margin trees, collecting for oorambycid and bujo- 
rostid booties is largely dependent on foliage boating and 
roaring from timber. To date X liavo encountered several inter¬ 
esting buprostid genera in littoral rainforests 1 Ilabrploina, 
which are loaf-miners. Mas togenius ,and Hnoraxia which is rest¬ 
ricted tc tho south Pacific aroa and was originally only known, 
until recently, from Now Zoaland. Of tho two rocontly doscribod 
Australian species (bollamy and Williams, Int . J_», Ent. , in print) 
the soutliorn species, M. littornlis , is only known from littoral 
rainforests. Maoraxia , as with a nuinbor of other buprostid gen¬ 
era, have a very• 'jpatchy" occurrence in littoral rainforests. 

Some years thoy appear quito commonly and in others aro not at 
all in evidonco and no amount of foliage swooping has resulted 
in specimens being collected. 

Several interesting cerambycid booties aro also known from 
littoral rainforests. Thoso include tho striking ant mimicing 
genus Pormicomimus and other striking spocios such as 11 opcn.nl 
vmma dlmldatum . Dist.i choc ora sunerba and Uracanthus msi,gnlq . 

Butterflies encountered include tho Eastor Flat, No _ t _ r o- 
coi-yno ropanda rapnnda , Hairy Lincbluo, Ervslcliton linoq-a 1 In 
oata . Speckled Linebluo, Catonyrons florindn halva and tho Rog- 
ent Skipper, Euschomon raf f losia raff 1 os in , tho laivao of which 
aro associated with tho thick—leaved shrubs of tho gouus Wi 1 k _ oa . 

Essentially, howovor, only tho surfaco of the potential 
insect fauna in littoral rainforests has boon "scratched" and 
this primarily of tho bettor known, larger and more readily 
identifiable bootle groups. Yot a surprising numbor of now spec¬ 
ies and spocios roprosenting interesting distribution 1 ocords 
occur. Clearly a more extonsivo surveying of tho insect fauna 
would bo of value. 
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Unfortunately sorao problems exist for the long torra viability 
of most littoral rainforests. Littoral rainforests represent a littl 
loss than 0.5?£ of the remaining rainforest roourco of Now South 
Wales (Poplo and Cowley, Tho Rainforest Inventory of Juno 1981 . 
Forostry Commission of N.S.W.), tho type being absent from all othor 
states oxcopt Queensland. 

Most of tho New South Wales sitos are either in national parks, 
stato recreation areas and stato forests (reserved as flora reserves 
or in vacant or reserved Crown lands. Tho crown land sitos are nor¬ 
mally small reserves gazetted under tho Crown Lands Office as Res¬ 
erves for tho Preservation of Flora and Fauna. Some of the more 
significant sites in the last category aro oar-markod for conversion 
to national park additions or nature reserves. 

Virtually all of the sitos aro disturbed and have a disjunct 
distrubution, oftor lacking contiguous vegetation. Historically the 
littoral rainforosts havo boon heavily cleared for agriculture and 
more rocontly for sandmining and village 'development'. Most sitos 
aro bisoctod by vehicle and pedostrian tracks which allow invasion 
and infestation by exotic woods, o.g. Capo Ivy, Asparagus Fern and 
Tradoscantia . A furthor -ood, Bitou Bush, Chrysarithomoidos monil - 
ifora , has a disturbing potential to swamp littoral rainforests 
throughout thoir entire rango (di’aft paper delivered by M. Dodkin 
and A.S. Gilmoro at National Bitou Bush Conference, August 198 ; l, 

Port Macquarie). Soino far north coast sitos are already heavily 
infested. Other tlireats include removal of opiphytos and nutrient 
onrichod sands and entry by dornostic animals which stress or elim¬ 
inate nativo animal populations. Given tho proximity of many sitos 
to coastal growth areas, thoir highly disjunct naturo, relatively 
small size and disturbed condition, management considerations are 
substantial and tho future of many littoral rainforest tracts is 
uncioar. 

Tho threats to littoral rainforosts aro now largely subtle 
ones, the poriod of outright cloaranco apparently having passod. 

For many othor habitats this initial phase is still very much in 
ovidonco. Onco upon a timo tho pursuits of entomologists and of 
tho naturalist woro gonorally at tho amateur leveli simple, rel¬ 
axing and quito constructive pastimes contro upon visits to bush- 
land. Now, with increasing habitat loss, collecting and collecting 
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"spots", indood ontomology in general, may bo little more than 
ephemeral experiences slottod in between the activities of bull¬ 
dozers and urban and coastal dovolopors. 


It is hoped that Mr. Gooff Williams will bo present at a co- 
nin d Mooting of the Entomological Society of Victoria to rocoive 
tho Lo Soubf Memorial Award in person. Readers wishing to pursue 
some of his provious publications can consult tho following art¬ 
icles 1 

Tide marksi apoorly exploited collecting site, Aust . Ent . 
MaC*3('0i78, T976 

A list of tho Scarabaooidoa (Colooptora) colloctod from 
lights at Palm Covo and Ellis Beach, North Queensland, 

Aust . Ent. Mag . *l(l)t'l-6, 1977 
Scarabaoidao (Colooptora) from tho Harrington district u f 
coastal northern Now South Walos, with special roforonco 
to littoral rainforest habitat,Aust. Ent . Mag.9(8)s103-8. 

1979 

A noto on aspocts of tho flight behaviour of Antitrogns nox • 
Britton ( ColeontoraiMololonthinao). Aust . Ent . Map;. 5(6): 

108. 1979 (With T. Williams) 

A survey of tho Apliodiinao. Hybosoriuao and Scarabaoinac 
(Colooptoroi Scarnbaoidao) from small wot forosts of coastal 
Now South Walos. 

Part 1. Nowra to Nowcnstlo. Aust . Ent . Mag. 0 (!|)i-i 2-8, 1982 
Part 2. Harrington Tops to tho Comboyne Plateau. Vi c . Nat . 
100(l)s25-30, 1983 

Part 3. Buladolah to Taroe. Vic . Nat. 100(3);98-105, 1983 
Part h. Laiisdownc State Forost. Vic . Nat . 100(M 1 1>l6-1 5>l.1983 
Part 5. Littoral rainforest from Myall Lakes to Crowdy Bay 
National Park. Vic. Knc . 101 (3 ) t 1 27-1 35, 198 f l 

(All with T. Williams) 

A list of tho Buprostidao (Colooptora) colloctod from Lopto- 
snermnm flave scons Sm. at East Minto, Now South Walos, 

Aust . Ent . Ma~g.~3T5) >81-2, 1977 

A noto on Buprostidao (Colooptora) obsorvod at lights, Aust . 
Ent . Mag . 8 ( 0 )|81, 1982 

A list of tho Buprostidao (Colooptora) of tho Sydney Basin, 
Now South Walos, with adult food plant rocords and bllog- 
ical notes on food plant associations, Aust . 

81-93. 1983. (with T. Williams) 

Observations of tho genus Alcinous Doyrollo 
Buprostidao), Vic . Nat . 100(1):37“9»1983 


Ent. Mag. 9(o)j 
(Colooptoraj 
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MOTHS AMD ME : THE BEE MOTH ( CEPHONODES KING! ) 

AND THE PAINTED APPLE MOTH ( TEIA AN ART 01CIS ) 

Joan Drown, *1 McDonoll Avonuo, Cundlotown, Now South Walos, 2430 

Last year on 13 February, I watched a Boo Moth, Coohonodos king! 

(Mncloay) laying hor oggs on the Gardenia bush and the dainty insoct 
looked like a tiny Humming-bird. The honey-coloured eggs took five 
days to mature, thon tho littlo honoy-coloured larvae omorged. They 
became efficient Cardcilia- loaf-outing machines, almost eliminating 
my Gardonia in tho procossl 

Thoy dovolopod into handsome larvae with a black stripe on top, 
a groony stripe along tho sidos with littlo gold dots, black spikos 
on tho lioad and a black caudal horn. I placed five largo larvao in 
my brooding cago at tha ond of February and pupation occurred from 
6 March to 12 March, tho larvae going to oartli which formed a sandy 
shield ovor tho pupae. Sometimes ono would lio on top of tho soil 
and somotimos only tho tip of tho pupa was oxposod. 

Tho first moth omorgod on 28 March, buzzing around the cage, 
wings whirring, a golden fan on tho tip of tho abdomen - lovely. 

A socond laying occurred on 30 March, tho progeny pupated in May, 
and took until 23 Novombor to emerge. 

On ono of my "pooring into bushos" oxcursions, I found a tufted, 
hairy larva, about 50 mm long, pinkish-groon, on tho Wistaria. I 
took it homo and gavo it loaves of Wistaria and Jasmino (i was not 
sure what it had boon eating). However it did not oat anything 
and two days lator it jorlcod into action. 

It started to make a fine, white silky cocoon, in which its hairs 
woro wovon. Three days lator tlioro was a palo brown pupa in tho wob, 
about 15 mm long. About two wooks lator I found dozens of littlo white 
oggs, caught in tho coccon and thrown all ovor the nottod container. 
Sitting in tho cocoon was a horrible looking white "lump", like a 
bloated Mealybug. I thought tho larva had boon stung by sorao wasp or 
something and almost killed it. Tho noxt day thoro woro many more 
oggs and all that was loft of tho "’lump" was a littlo scrap of white 
tissue lying in tho wob. I kept it all about six wooks, but nothing 
omorged, so I just abandoned tho project. 

About a month lator I road about tho Painted Apple Moth, Tola . 
anartoldos Walker, and roalisod tho "lump" must have been tho femalo 
of tho spocios. I havo no explanation about tho reproduction of tho 
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insoct. Uoro the eggs fertile? If thoy woro, how? X brought in a 
larva and kopt it in a nottod containor, so no malo could Viavo Got 
in to fertilise her. As the Profossor said s "Why is it so?" 


Editor's Note 

Mr. Kon Walker of the Museum of Victoria thinks that it is vir¬ 
tually certain that tho Painted Apple Moth ova wore infertile, esp¬ 
ecially in view of tho long poriod thoy woro kopt without hatching. 
However A.D. linms in A General Textbook of Entomology (Mothuon, 1948) 
points out that a typo of reproduction known as parthonogonesis, re¬ 
production without the act of fertilization, has boon observed in its 
sporadic form more commonly with Lopidoptora than other insocts. 
Certain moths roproduco parthonogonotically on occasions despite the 
regular occurrence of males. Imms lists Lvinnntrin dispar (in tho 
same family as Toia anartoides ) among other Lopidoptora in which 
sporadic parthenogenesis is well known. Female moths full of eggs 
will often lay them oven if mating has not occurred. 

Do other mombors have thoughts or observations to contribute 
on this question? 


ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 
ADDITIONAL LIST OF MEMBERS 1984 

The following mombers were omitted from tho list published in 
tho Docember 1984 issue of tho Victorian Entomologist . 

Australasian Butterfly Company, PO Box 3130, Lane Cove, NSW, -066 
Mr. R.H. Fishor, 21 Soaviow Road, Lyntoti, SA, 50f>2 
Mr. D.F. King, 8 Traum Street, Portarlington, Vic, 3223 
Mr. Anthony Martin, 0 Matthews Court, East Brighton, Vic, i t 
Mr. G.B. Montoith, Dept, of Entomology, Queensland Musoum, Gregory 
Terrace, Fortitude Valley, Queensland, 4000 
Dr. A.B. Owen, Privato Bag No. 8, Parkville, Vic, 305- 
Mr. M. C. Puccotti, PO Box 3499, J.roko,NCD, Papua Now Gumoa 
Mr. K.G. Rook, Browns Road Pakcnhnm, Vic, 3810 

Mr. Allen Sundholm, 45/80 Elizabeth Bay Rd., Elizabeth Bay, NSW, 
Mr. J.H. Turner, 4 Grove Street, Hazolbroolc, NSW, 2779 
Mr. Ray' Vagi, 6 Beryl Stroot,-.Burwood, Vic, 3125 
Mr. Clydo Wild, 27 Magazine Stroot, Sherwood, Qld, 4075 


1985 SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE 
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MEMBERS' NOTICES 


Mombors in need of litoraturo, equipment, information, etc. 
aro encouraged to submit notices for inclusion in tho Victorian Ent — 
omolorlst . Those aro published free of charge. Notices concerning 
sale of specimens will not bo printed. 


WANTED Copy of I.F.B. Common's Australian Moths . Jacaranda Tress, 

1963 . Mrs. Joan Brown, h McDonoll Avo. , Cundletown, NSW, 21+30 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

Insect Conservation - An Australian Pnrsnncttvo by T.R. Now. 
Dr. W. Junk Series Entomologica 32, 198 pp., illustrated, 
cloth bound, publishod 198*1, expected shortly in Australian 
shops. Dr. Now presents tho case for insect conservation, 
exploros tho principles involved and outlines tho beneficial 
offocts of insects. Ho discussos tho factors leading to tho 
decline of insect diversity and abundance cind gives his app¬ 
raisal of tho Australian insoct fauna. Dotailod information 
from many international sourcos is related to Australian re¬ 
quirements in tho areas of habi'tat preservation, spocios pro- 
■' toction and the integration of these into sound management 
programmes. Finally tho author prosonts his forecast for tho 
future of .insect life in Australia. 

Diology of tho Chrvsonidao , edited by M. Canard, Y. S 6 m 6 ria 
and T.R. Now. Dr. W. Junk Sorios Entomologica 27 , 288 pp., 
198t. An up-to-dato account of the groon lacowings including 
sections on their palaeontology, morphology, taxonomy, beh¬ 
aviour, natural onomios, roaring techniques and a critical 
appraisal of their use in biological control. 


Vio. En±. 15(2) April 1985 


2 6 








CONTENTS 


Minutos of Fobruary General Mooting 
Minutes of March Council Mooting 
Honorary Troasuror 1 s Roport 

Correction to Victorian Stlfflnodora Checklist by G. Burns 
Paropsines at Armidalo, NSW by P. Kolly 

Littoral Rainforests, Conservation and a Littlo Entomology 
by G. Williams 

Moths and Me : tho Boo Moth and tho Paintod Apple Moth 
by J. Brovin 

Additional List of Members 
Members' Notices 


14 
1 5 
1 6 

17 

18 

19 

2k 

25 

20 


OFFICE BEARERS 


President - 

Vice-Presidents - 

Hon. Secretary - 

Hon. Treasurer — 

Hon. Editor 

Excursion Sec. 
Past President V 

Councillors 


Petor Carwardino, 2a Victoria Road, Malvern, 
31*t*t. Telophono - 211 8958 (hm), 561 7999 (WORK) 

Joy Burns, 3 Inglis Stroot, Mornington, 3931* 
Telophono - ( 059 ) 75 3730 

R. Condron, 96 Shannon St., Box Hill North, 

3129 . Tolepnono - 898 6300 

Dr. Tim Now, Zoology Dopt., Latrobo University, 
Bundoora, 3083 . 718 1007 (ILM) , 479 2247 (Uni) 

Gordon Burns, 3 Inglis Stroot, Mornington, 3931. 
Telephone - ( 039 ) 75 3730 

Ian Faithfull, 83 Easoy Street, Collingwood, 

30 66 . Telophono - 419 9908 

Potor Carwardino, 2a Victoria Rd., Malvorn 

Petor Kelly, Lot 6 , Dockory's Road, Tallarook, 
3^59* Tolophono - ( 057 ) 93 8230 

Mosdamos Joy Burns, Mary Le Souof, Messrs.David 
Crosby, L. E»inn, David Holmes, Mark Hunting, 
David Stewart, Kon Walker 


DIARY OF COMING EVENTS 

19 April 1985 , 8 pm - Talk by Dr. Fred Neumann 1 Forest Entomology 
17 May - Council Meeting 

27 Juno 


Annual General Meeting 


|P( 16 APR “ 


V 





Tho issue of this document does NOT constitute formal 
publication. It should not bo roviowod, abstracted or 
quoted from without tho consont of tho author or tho 
Council of tho Victorinn Entomological Socioty, Authors 
alono are responsible for tho viows oxprossod. 

TV 

f iTIS ■ ics- 












VOL 15 NO. 3 


JUNE 1985 


VICTORIAN ENTOMOLOGIST 




.'s) j? 

:*• f 

'{ 19 JUN1985 






Registered by Australia Rost 
Publication No. VBG0277 
Price $1 


News Bulletin of 
The ENTOMOLOGICAL 
SOCIETY of VICTORIA 







THE ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 


Membership 

Any person with an interest in entomology shall bo eligible 
for Ordinary Membership. Members of the Society include profess¬ 
ional, amateur and student ontomologists, all of whom receive 
the Society's Nows Bulletin, the Victorian Entomologist. 

Objectives 

The aims of the Socioty aro t 

(a) to stimulate the scientific study and discussion of all 
aspects of entomology, 

(b) to gather, disseminate and record knowledge of all identif¬ 
iable Australian insect species, 

(c) to compile a comprohensivo list of all Victorian insect 
spocios and 

(d) to bring togethor in a congenial but scientific atmosphere 
all persons interested in ontomology. 

Meetings 

.. .. Th ° Society's mootings aro held at Clunios Ross House, 
National Science Centro, Ipl Royal Parade, Parkvillo, Victoria, 
at 8 pm on the third Friday of oven months, with the possible 
exception of the Docembor mooting which may bo hold oarlior. 
Lectures by guest speakers or members aro a foaturo of many 
meetings at which thoro is ample opportunity for informal dis¬ 
cussion between mombors with, similar interests. Forums are also 
conducted by members on thoir' own particular interest 30 that 
others may participate in discussions. 


Annual Subscriptions 


Ordinary Mernbor .. 310 . 00 

Country Mombor . 5 8 .00 (100 km + from GPO) 

Student Mernbor $ 5»00 

Associate Mombor . 3 2 .00 (no magazine) 


n d^tional foe is payablo for ovorseas posting by surfaco mail 
° 10 nows Bulletin# Associate Mombors* rosidont at the same 

address as, and bolng immediate relatives of an Ordinary Mombor, 
do not automatically roceive a cbpy of the Society's publications 
but in all othor rospocts rank as Ordinary Mombors. 


Contributions to the Victorian Entomologist 

ihe Socioty wolcomoa contributions of articles, papers or 
notes pertaining to any aspect of entomology for publication in 
10 Nows Bulletin. Contributions aro not rostrictod to members 
but aro invited from all who havo an intorost. Matorial submitted 
should bo responsible and original. Statomonts and opinions ex¬ 
pressed aro tho responsibility of tho rospoctivo authors and do 
not necessarily reflect tho policies of tho Socioty. 

Vhon contributions aro typod it would be of groat assistance 
11 they are typed on A'l (international Quarto) papar, ono and a 
a spaced with triple spacing between paragraphs and a margin 
01 3 cm# 

Advertising 

The charge for advertising is 85.00 per half page. 


Cover design by G. Millodgo. 

l>nnaua Plexippus plexippus (lifo sizo) on map of Victoria 









MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING 1? APRIL 1985 


Correspondence 1 
Editor's Reporti 


Tho mooting was opened by tho President at 8.10 pm. 

Apologies 1 L. Dunn, J. Field, A. Yen. 

Attendance! G. & J. Burns, K. Clark, D. Crosby, I. Faithfull, 

R. Field, D. Gooding, D. & J. Holmes, M. Hunting, 
P. Kelly, M. Lo Souof, T. Morton, T. New, D. & N. 
Stewart, R. Vargi, K. Walker. 

Minutest February Mooting minutes accepted (Field/Crosby). 

The President, P. Carwardtne, introduced the speaker, Mr. Fred 
Neumann of the Forests Commission. A wide-ranging talk covered many 
aspects of Forest Entomology in Victoria, Including the biology of 
Slrex . stick Insects and various Lepidoptora, as well as general in¬ 
formation on the aims and strategies of forest entomology. Many ques¬ 
tions were asked during the talk and the speaker was later thanked by 
tho President. 

Detailed by tho Secretary. Received (Lo Souef/ 
Clark). 

Ian Faithfull requested articles for further iss¬ 
ues of the Victorian Entomologist . Received (Wal¬ 
ker/ J. Burns). 

Treasurer's Reporti G. Burns reported a total crodit balance of 

$ 2522 . 1(8 in the gonoral/term deposit accounts 
and $ 1588.63 in tho Lo Souef Memorial Fund. There 
are at present 1*1 financial members. Received 
(Crosby/D. Stewart). 

Exhibits* i. D. Holmes. Two drawers of moths, including a 

range of Arctiidao, Geometridae and others, 

• mainly from the Mornington Poninsula. 

ii. D. Crosby. Several books on lnsoct conservation! 
K.H.L. Koy's account published by ANPWS, tho IUCN 
Invertebrate R6d Data Book and Tim New's recent 
book. 

iii. K. Walker. A drawer of entomophagous fungli 

mainly Cordycops on caterpillars, including sev- 
* oral very spectacular examples. 

iv. P. Carwardine informed members of a .now book on 
Victorian grasses. 

Tho Secretary detailed the pro jeCted fp'rogrammo of Society meet¬ 
ings for tho remainder of 1985. / • 
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Apologies : 
Attendancei 

Minutes t 


Correspondencei 


The President then noted that this was the last mooting to be 
attended by D. Gooding, who is returning to England, and wished him 
well on behalf of the Society, 

The Mooting closed at 10.15 pm. 

T. Now, Hon. Secretary. 

MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING 17 MAY $985 

The President, P. Carwardine, chaired the meeting, which opened at 
8.05 pm. 

D. Holmes, M. Hunting, M. Lo Soubf, D. Stewart. 
G.&J. Burns, D. Crosby, I. Fnithfull, P. Kelly, 

T. Now, K. Wallcor 

tjarch Council meeting minutes ( Vic .Ent.15.P.15) 
wore passed with ono amendment. Editor's report, 
line 5, delete 'purchased and'. (Walker/Crosby). 
Detailed and received (Crosby/G. Burns). 

Treasurer's ReportiG. Burns reported a credit balance of $ 2671.35 
' (general account) and $ 1601.06 (memorial fund). 
There are at present 5^ financial members. Rec¬ 
eived. (Valkor/Fnithfull). 

Editor's Report* I. Faithfull requested material for future issue's 
of the Victorian Entomologist . and also detailed 
a letter he had drafted requesting clear directions 
on collecting conditions in National Parks and 
other reserve areas under the control of the Min¬ 
istry for Conservation, Forests and Lands. Dis¬ 
cussion was hold over possible revised cover des¬ 
igns. Rocoivod (Kolly/J. Burns). 

Le SouiJf Memorial Award! The Secretary showed Council the jjroposed 
award for G.A. Williams, which had arrived from 
Europe this week, and askad permission to send 
this, as it now seemed urilikoly that the award 
could be mado in person in the near future. 

Council discussed possible nominees for all posit¬ 
ions, to bo filled at the Annual General Meeting 
in June. Council nominations are as follows! 
President. J* Burns 

Vico President. D. Crosby, K. ( Walker 

Socretary. T. New 

Treasurer. C. Burns 


Eleotions 1 
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Editor. 

Excursions Sec. 
Council Members. 


I. Faithfull 
P. Carwardino 

M. Lo Sou5f, L. Dunn, D. Holmes, 
M. Hunting, P. Kelly. (Note! 
several vacancies exist). 


Programme for remainder of year! 

Detailed and approved in principle. 

27 Junei Annual General Meeting. Presidential Add¬ 
ress by P. Carwardino, 'Insects and Plants 
August! 'Beetle Night', to include P. Kelly! the 

» 

principal families of boetles., g. Burns! 
techniques for collecting and preparing 
booties; and other contributions. 

Odtoberi Dr. John Edgari Feeding Biology of Danaid 
Butterflies. 

December! Member's Night. 

Displays! The Society's display cases will be shown in the 

Mornington Library for two weeks from 27 May to 12 
June. Other possible display venues are sought. 
Other Business! a) I. Faithfull informed members of progress with the 
cumulative index for the Victorian Entomologist , 
b) D. Crosby summarised progress towards publication 
of the initial'series of distribution maps for 
butterflies in Victoria. 

In closing the meeting (9*35 pm), P. Carwardino expressed his thanks 
to Council for their support during Jiis two years as President. 


***#*##*#**##**** 


Victorian ontomologista cqn perhaps bo thankful for the winter. Nets 
are placed in a convoniont corner to gather dust and cobwobs and the 
other pnraphornalia of soasonal collecting forays- can bo put away. 

It is time to process the accumulated specimens and to writo up tho 
rosults and momoirs of tho previous season. Why not put pon to papor 
now and lpt othor members know what's been going on? Contributions 
to the Victorian Entomologist are always neodod. 
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• MELBOURNE ZOO BUTTERFLY EXHIBIT 

D.F. Crosby, 7 ; * Glpps Street, East Melbourne, Victoria, 3002 

Introduction 

In februory 1985 the Zoological Board of Victoria, which cont¬ 
rols the Melbourne Zoo, announced in the press that as a part of the 
Victorian Sosqui-Contenary Celebrations they wore to build a buttor- 
fly exhibit at tho Zoo. This announcement followed throe months of 
intensive study, starting in June 198 ^, to assess the feasibility 
of such a project and four months of development with architects, 
engineers, horticulturists and entomologists, particularly the well 
known artist and butterfly collector, Charles McCubbin. 

Tho projoct has boon particularly promoted by tho Board's 
Chairman, Mr. A. Dunbavin Butcher, who realised tho public appeal 
of a unique exhibit to display invertebrates, especially butterflies. 
The proposed display will utilize an innovative building design rep¬ 
resenting the first live insect house in tho southern horaisphoro and 
probably the most up to date in tho world today. It will fill a gap 
in tho representation of the Insects as a major animal group, usu¬ 
ally ignored by zoos. 

At tho official oponlng, planned for mid-November 1985 i at 
least 500 butterflies will bo on ,tho wing in the main houso and the 
.public will bo able to walk amongst them and observe them at close 
quarters. The house will bo open the whole of the year. In due course, 
other types of insects and an expanded range of buttorflies will be 
on show. 

Funds for the project, which will cost over half a million 
dollars, have been arranged outside the Zoo system and Include a 
number of very generous donations. 

The Main Display Building 

1. Construction 

This building is a very large glass house 27 m long by 12m 
wide with a pitched gable-ended roof. Tho height will range from 
3.** m at tho eaves to 6 m at the ridge. Orientation will bo from 
approximately oast to west to minimize solar penetration ovor tho 
course of tho day. Tho roof, north, oast and wost wall will bo fully 
glazed and the south wall will bo solid construction being part of 
an enclosed service area from which maintenance access to the encl¬ 
osure may bo gainod. Associated with this area will bo a fumigation 
room whoro plants will bo treated to remove insect posts and possible 
parasites before thoy ore placed insldo the main enclosure. 
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Tho ro-inforcod glass roof is hung on chords from largo curved 
stool supports anchored in tho ground at each end. This enables tho 
roof to bo froo of all internal supports and obstructions to tho free 
flight of tho insects thereby preventing them becoming damaged and 
reducing hiding places for spiders and other predators. It also pro¬ 
duces a moro 'natural 1 nppoarance. 

To lower internal tomporature and protect the plants in summer, 
and as a potential means of regulating butterfly bohaviour, a system 
of modular shadocloth blinds will be incorporated. These will run 
over tho outside of tho building from north to south and it is inten¬ 
ded that they can bo operated by one person and stored in tho service 
corridor when not fully oxtonded. 

Tho entrance and, exit to the main exhibit will be viro-mosh 
enclosures with a mesh outer door and glazod inner door, and follow 
tho principle of an air lock. They are doslgned to prevent or min¬ 
imise tho escape of insects and to minimise heat loss from tho en¬ 
closure during winter. * 

2. Lighting 

To prevent the butterflies flying directly to tho roof, the 
shado-cloth will produce a more oven external lighting and an int¬ 
ernal artificial lighting system will be installed to provido ad¬ 
equate illumination (1,000- lux) on dull days. There will bo metal 
halide lamps for bright wliito light, softened slightly by high 
prossure sodium lamps and with soino ultraviolet lamps to boost this 
component noaror to external conditions. Tho system will be activated 
by a photo-coll and will allow for additional lighting if this is 
found to be nocossary. 

3. Mechanical Services 

Throe vontilatlon units will produce approximately 6 0 air changes 
per hour and will maintain a mean summer temperature of 26 degrees C 
with an nvorage of AO hours per yoar whon the tomporature will rise 
abovo 3 6 degrees . The units will bo housed behind tho masonry wall 
on tho building's south side. All throe units will operate during 
tlio summer but only two should be required during spring and autumn. 
The system has boon designed to allow for add-on mechanical cooling 
should this bo required to control extreme summer conditions. It 
is proposed that two of the ventilation units be equipped with water 
pads to convert them to evaporative coolers in which condition they 
can also bo used to control tho lovol of humidity in tho houso. If 
the humidity is still too low, it may bo increased by misting oquip— 
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mont. The general 'climate 1 will bo controlled to sub-tropical lovols 
in lino with the requirements of the plants and insects to bo dis¬ 
played. 

4. Landscaping 

Lhndscaping within the main enclosure will bo a combination of 
pormanont plantings (approximately two thirds) and temporary plant¬ 
ings which will comprise foodplants (replaced ofton) and floworing 
plant material in plastic containers. It will be integrated with that 
outside the enclosure to oxtend the exhibit's spatial scale. 

Throe' main areas are planned - 

- Flowered area* potted plants on stopped platforms to form a wall 
of flowers above head height. Flowered areas oriontod north/south 

to maximise sun on flowers. Hanging baskots introduced to provide 

r 

further flowered areas. The object of the flowor3 is to provide nec¬ 
tar for the insects to enable thorn to survive as long as possible 
and to allow tho insects to bo viewed when feeding. 

- Clearing* flat grassod areas, planted with such things as clovers, 
nettles and swordrgrasses to attract butterflies. There is a water¬ 
fall at one end which flows into a pond and then into a gully. 

- Gully * this will pass below a bridged section of tho public path, 
allowing views into tho area, having stoop south slopes with shade 

loving plants, and gontlo north facing slopes. Thoso areas will pro¬ 
duce a range of light gradients, resulting in greater buttorfly 
movement. 

Circulation through the exhibit has boon designed as a series 
of limited spaces rather than as a continuous pathway running 
through tho landscape. Each space or section relates to a joarticular 
habitat or place of intorost and has boon made sufficiently gonorous 
to avoid congestion during peak periods. Tho handrails and 8 m foot¬ 
bridge are dosigned in steel and the pathway will bo compacted gravel. 

A series of interpretive graphic panels will bo incorporated 
into tho pathway system at strategic points to elaborate on partic¬ 
ular bohavioural or lifo history aspects of certain spocios. 

Although it is intondod that tho gonoral brooding will not 
take place in tho main display, somo butterflies, such as the 
Ulysses Swallowtail and tho Birdwings will bo bred thoro as their 
particular foodplants are not suitable for cultivation in tho 
brooding houses. 

Support Facilities 

Attached to tho western ond of tho sorvico corridor, behind the 
display house, will be a laboratory with rosoarch facilities, refrig- 
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orators, etc. 

A short distance behind tho main display will be a group of 
four glasshouses. Tho largest of tlioso (7 m x 13 111 ) will bo used 
for brooding purposes. It will bo specially lit and heated to pro¬ 
vide tho optimum environment for tho various butterflies to fly, 
feed, mato and lay eggs on the range of pottod food plants contained 
in it. The oggs will be collected daily and placed in special brood¬ 
ing boxos with tho appropriate foodplant. Those boxos will bo kept 
in throe small glasshouses in tho same area. 

Larvae will bo brod through to the pupal stago. At this point 
some pupao will bo retained to produce breeding stock and the rem¬ 
ainder will bo brod and released into the main exhibit house. 
Plaza/outdoor Area 

A plaza/outdoor exhibit area on tho north east side will serve 

as the principal 1 fror.t 1 to the exhibition. Tho path leading to tho 

ontranco of tho main enclosure will lead directly off this paved 

« 

area, which will provide generous seating facilities and will 
foaturo several concrete pylons which will depict various aspects 
of entomology in bold graphic form. . 

Tho remainder of tho frontage to tho exhibition will be planted 
out with flowering trees with the intention of attracting butterflies 
to tho area during the spring and summer months. 

Nursery Facilities ' ^ 

Tho supply of adequate quantities of foodplants and nectar 
flowor3 for fooding is a major part of tho project. A largo number 
of known foodplants have beon obtained or are being propagated in 
a special nursery area. The volume of plant material consumed by tho 
larger spocios of butterflies when brod in quantity is substantial 
and roquiros very largo stocks of plants proparod months in advance. 
As far as possible plants will bo ro-cycled from tho brooding areas 
after they have beon 75$ oaten. Many of tho plants nro sub-tropical 
and must bo kept in hot houses, especially in the cooler months. 
Adoquato facilities to do this havo boon installed .and are already 
in uso. 

Although tho lifo cycles of insects may bo comprossod, this 
does not appear to be possible with plants. Much rosoarch ha3 yot 
to bo dono on this and relatod aspocts and tho Zoo is fortunate in 
having a qualifiod and onthusiastic horticultural division with 
considerable oxportise. 

Plants for tho main onclosure will be both native, mainly 
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rainforest spocios, and oxotic,taking into consideration tlio croot- 
ion of tho desired offoct within tho sliortost possible time. As 
well as species already in tho Zoo nursery collection, plants, 
cuttings and seods have boon obtained from a number of Victorian 
and interstate nurseries and Botanic Gardens. 

Plants proposed to be used initially, togothor with tho butter' 
flies that feed on them are as follows* 

Plant Spocios 

Asclonlas curassavica 
Norluin indicum (Oleander) 

Citrus spp. ' \ 

Acacia sp. 

Portulaca olorncea (Pigweed) 

Cinnnmonum camphor (Camphor Laurel) 

Passlflora clnnabarina 
Cahnia sp. 

Pseudoranthenum spp. 

Kvodia spp. 

Adc-nia heterophylla 
Arlstolochia spp. 

Sosbanin grandiflora 

Nectar flowers will include* 

Buddlola spp. 

Pentas spp. 
liel i otropum spp. 

Lantana spp. 

The Butterflies 

All tho buttorflios and other insects to be displayed will be 
Australian and will bo chosen chiefly for thoir easo of display or 
specific intorost. Naturally, thoso that aro oasy to breed will be 
choson and about ton of tho above species of buttorflios should be 
available by tho oponing day. Furthor spocios will bo addod when 
brooding stocks have boon built up. 

Tho problem of maintaining an aduquato sujiply of display spec¬ 
imens is formidable, and experiments to try to incroaso tho number 
of gonorations per year of tho soloctod sjjocios havo boon going for 
some months. Another problem will be to havo a ronsonable supply of 
insects nvailablo during w-intor. Xt is also nocossary to know how, 
long tho adult insects will actually survive undor tho artificial 
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Associated Buttorflios 

Wanderers 
Common Crow 
Orchard Butterfly 
Tailed Emperor 
Danaid Eggfly 
Blue Triangle 
Cruiser, Glasswing 
Swordgrass Brown 
Australian Loafwing 
Ulysses Butterfly 
Cruiser, Rod Lacowing 
Birdwings, Big Greasy 
Common Grass Yellow 





























conditions, and ovou what tho optimum conditions of toinporaturo, 
humidity and lighting actually aro. Ra3oarch has yot to bo dono on 
this and rolatod aspocts. 

Although the initial target is for 500 butterflies in Novomber, 
it is hoped that up to 2,000 of 20-30 species will ultimately be 
possible. ( 

The Future 

The exhibit and its facilities offer groat scopo for many 
rooarch projocts, and thoso will bo encouraged, particularly with 
studonts from secondary schools and universities. Much holp will bo 
noedod from entomologists, botanists and nurserymen for tho supply 
of insoct bggs and their feodplants. Participation by tho entomolog¬ 
ical community will also bo encouraged and supported, and any assist¬ 
ance that can be given will be most welcome. 



Tony Morton, 3 2 Ctiatsworth Road, Prahran, Victoria, 3181 

I read tho article about Ocybadlstos wnlkorl sothls in February's 
issue of tho Bulletin of the Entomological Socioty with interest. 

Vhon X moved into this address in Prahran Taractrocera pnpyrla was 
quite common in the garden in late spring and late summer. This was 
during 1979/80. In 1981/82 I first noticed 0. walkurl in the garden 
flying with tho former insect. During the 1981/82 summer it soomed to 
bo compoting - and, being a bigger insect, successfully competing - 
with T. papyria . At any ovent, in 1982/83 X saw no more of the latter 
species. On tho other hand, 0. walkeri was extremoly common in March. 
This year, 198 ^/ 85 , 0. walkeri hau been much less common. T. papyria 
has not reappeared. Tho comments concerning tho habits of 0. walkeri 
seem to mo to be very accurate. 


•***#**#*#■»*##*** 

Subscriptions are payable at tho beginning of tho calendar yenr. If 
you haven't yot ronewod ploase think of it. 
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PAROPSINES ON EUCALYPTUS VIRIDIS IN VICTORIA 


Peter Kelly, "Calomola", Dockery's Rd. , Tallaroolc, Vic., 3^59 


The following Paropsinos woro collected from Green Mallee ( Euc - 
nlyptua viridls ) in the Rushworth State Forost (R) and the Bendigo 
Vhipstick (b) over a period of 10 years (1975-198**) at irregular in¬ 
tervals in both Spring and Summer. 


Paropsis atomaria Oliv. 
P. aegrota Boisd. 

P. variolosa (Marsh.) 

P. charybdis Stal 
P. pantherina Fauv. 

P. dilitata Erichs.' 

P. colorata Blackb. 

P. lutea (Marsh.) 

P. propinqua Baly 
P. sp. (No. 155) . 


B 

B 

B 

B 

B 

B 

B 

B 

B 


R 

R 

R 


R 

R 

R 


Paropsisterna rufipes (Fab 

Chryaophtharta variicollis 
C. dooolorata (Chap.) 

C. M-fuscum (Bohom.) 

C. sp. (No. 108) 

C. sp. (No. 115) 

C. sp. (No. 119) 

C. sp. (No. 152) 

C. sp. (No. 179) 

C. sp. (No. 180) 


( Chap 


Trachymola piceola (Chap.) 
T. blanda (Blackb.) 

T. semiglobosa (Chap.) 

T. sp. (No. 133) 

T. sp. (No. I 36 ) 

T. spi (No. 137) 


B 

B 

B 

B 


B 

B 

B 

B 

B 

B 


R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 
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REPORT ON EXCURSION TO THE VARBURTON AREA, 3 MARCH 


Due to lack of support at tho February mooting it was decided 
to cancel tho oxcursion to Lome, In its place a shortor excursion 
to the Warburton area on tho 3rd of March was decided upon. A few 
members mot at Yarra Junction and set off. Ken Clark had to depart 


at mid-day, while Peter Kelly was late, missed us and wont on to his 
own very successful excursion via East Warburton and Reefton and on 
to Marysville. 

We first stopped at Wesburn, working along the north side of 
the sports rosorve, then wont on to Millbrook where tho Doe Road 


bridge crosses the Yarra River. We moved on to have lunch at Cement 
Creek (junction of Acheron Way and Donna Buang Road), whore wo did 
some good collecting .on tho road side. Finally wo visited the summit 


of Mt. Donna Buang where collecting was also good, the butterflies 


feeding on Senoclo linonrifollus (Firewood) and Ruhus sp. (Black¬ 
berry). Browns and skippers were plentiful and a few swallowtaila 


were flying overhead. 

Collecting Sites 

1 Wesburn 

2 Millgrove 

3 Cement Crook 

4 Mt. Donna Buang summit 


Grid Reference 
YS 37 
YS 37 
YS 38 
YS 38 


Altitude (m) 

1 50 
140 
670 
1230 


Species List 


Odonata spp. 

Colooptera 

Carnbidao sp. 

Staphylinidao sp. 

Oinalinae ? sp. 

Lucanidao sp. 

Scarabaoidao Onthophagus granulatus Bohemnn 
Cocclnollidne sp. 

Tonebrionidao sp. 

Mordollidae Mordolllstona ? sp. 

Cerambycidae Laminae Anclnta sp. 

sp. 

Chrysomolidae 4 spp. 

Curculionldao 2 spp. 

Lopidoptern 

Limacodidao sp. larvae (Cup Moth) 

Hesporildae Hosperllla ldothoa (Mlskin) 
Slgnotn f lainmen ta (Butler) 
Ocvbndlstos walkor1 Heron 
Papilionidae Graphlum nuiclenynnuin (Leach) 
Pieridae Pierls rapao (L.) 


1 


4 

4 

1 

4 

4 

2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

1 

1 2 


1 

4 

3 4 

2 

4 

1 2 4 
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Lopidoptora 

Piorldao Polina ap. 1 

Nymphalldae Geltoneura acantha ?(Donovan) U 

G. klurl (Guerln-Menevllle) 1 

Hctoronymplia moropo (Fab.) 1 

11. ponolopo Watorhouso 1 

* II. aolnndrl Waterhouse 4 

Orolxenlca correno (Olllff) h 

0. korshnwi (Mlskln) 

Tlalpliotnj nboona (Donovan) 2 

Vanessa kersliawi (McCoy) 1 h 

V. 1toa (Fab.) U ■ 

Lycaenldao Z1 zing 1 nbradua (Godart) 1 3 

Lymantrildae sp. Tussock Moth larvae 1 

Tola annrtolilos Walker 1 

Arctlldao Nyctomor a anilca (White) 

Adult and larvae on S. lineal Ifolius U 

Hymenoptera 

Apoldoa ap. (native)) 1 


Peter Carwardine t 
Excuraiona Secretary. 
With additions by Ian Faithfull. 

Additional List of Paropalnea Collected by Peter Kelly 

Pnropals porosa Erlchson 
P. variolosa (Marsh.) 

P. lutoa (l-larah.) 

Cl) ry soph tli art a varllcollls ( Chap. ) 

C. docolorata (Chap.) 

\ C. nobilltata (Erichs.) 

C. a/rrlcola (Chan. ) 

• C. sp. 

\ £• sp. 

Parops1stornn sp. 

Trachymola spp. 3 species 














































VICTORIAN DISTRIBUTION RECORDS FOR RHOPAEA VERREAUXI BLANCHARD 


(COLEOPTERA i SCARABAEIDAE i MELOLONTHINAE) 

Ian Fnithfull, 83 Easoy. Stroot, ColUngwood, Vic., 30o6 

Oil Docombor 25 1968 four spocimons of Rhopaoa vorroauxl Blan- 
chnrd wore colloctod near tho north-oast edge of tho township of 
Mallacoota in far oast Gippsland, Victoria. Many wore soon flying 
over grassland noar tho edge of tho forost and one of tho spocimons 
was fomalo, this sox being by far tho rarer in collections. 

Of tho records listed by Britton (1978) the two most southerly 
aro apparently Depot Boach, 1 6 km north-oast of Batemans 'Jay, and 
1^*5 km oast of Braidwood, both in N.S.W. Tho Mallacoota record rep¬ 
resents a range oxtonsion of roughly 220 km. 

^ Tho Museum of Victoria collection contains another specimon 
from Mallacoota, collected by V.H. Miller in December 1928 and com¬ 
ing to tho Musoum through tho F.E. Wilson collection. 

Other spocimons in tho Musoum collection aro of interost. One 
is labollod "Pino Mountain 20.1.22". There is a Pino Mountain in N.S.W 
und several in Quoonsland, but there is also one in Victoria in the 
far north-oast noar Corryong. Since R. verroauxi is generally found 
within 50 km of tho coast (Britton, 1978), it is unlikely that tho 
Victorian Pino Mountain i3 tho ono in question. Of tho Quoonsland 
Pino Mountains, four aro north of Rockhampton and some 1(00 km north 
of tho known nortliorly distribution locality of Roma, and ono is 
approximately 70 km west of Stanthorpe within tha known range of tho 
spocios. Tho Pino Mountain in N.S.W. is about 1 5 1cm east of Cowra 
and roughly 230 km from tho coast. 

Also in tho Musoum collection aro two spocimons with a very 
small duta laboli "11*63". Mr. Ken Walker informed mo that those woro 
from tho Dudley Best collection but reference to his accession cat¬ 
alogue was unonllghtoning, it giving only the states of origin. 

There is a further spocimon not soon by Britton labelled "Tentorfield" 
from tho H.J. Carter colloction. 

Tho four Mallacoota 1968 specimens aro in my private colloction. 

My thanks to Mr. Ken Walker for his help and to Dr. Arturs Noboiss 
for allowing access to tho Musoum of Victoria collection. Dr. P.B. 
Carno kindly commentod on my draft. 

Referencei Britton, E.B., 1978, A rovision of tho Australian Chafers 
(Colooptora«ScarabaoidaoiMololonthinno). Vol. 2 . Tribe 
Mololonthini. Aust . J. Zool . Suppl . Sor . No. 6 0. 
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TRANSMISSION OF INSECTS THROUGH THE POST IN AUSTRALIA 


Having, like most entomologists, tlio need to send and rocoivo 
specimens in tho mail I was interested to investigate the regulations 
governing such transmissions in Australia. Most living croaturos 
are prohibited items in the post, but boos, loechos, silkworms and 
otherlivo but harmless entomological specimens, if packed correctly, 
can bo mailed. Tho requirements, given in paragraph 2.14 of the 
postal regulations, are printed below. 

Tho mailing of pinnod specimens to destinations within Australia 
is not covorod by rules other than those for ordinary parcels. For 
information on corroct safo proceduros reference can be made to page 
28 of M.S. Upton and K.R. Norris, The Collection and Preservation of 
Insects and Other Terrestrial Arthropods (Australian Entomological 
Society, 1980). It is important for tho safo carriage of specimens 
to strictly adhere to such packaging suggestions. There are soino 
awful tales of the results of improper packaging. It is usual to 
label the outsido of such packages of pinnod specimens indicating 
tho contonts and sendor's address. Tho Smithsonian Instituto labol 
for example states! “FRAGILJ PRECAUTION! Dried Insects for Scientific 
Study. NO COMMERCIAL VALUE", in a number of languages, while the 
Australian National Insect Collection labol statesi "MUSEUM SPECIMENS^ 
Doad insects for scientific study". 

Tho posting of specimens preserved in spirits can bo quite safe 
in torms of tho spBCimona (soo Upton and Norris) however flammable 
liquids including alcohol are considered dangerous goods and accord¬ 
ing to an Australia Post brochure ("Some things wore novor meant to 
bo posted", MS62 11(84)) must not bo postod. Articlos suspected of 
broaching the prohibitions may bo opened for inspection and a sovere 
penalty is risked if a prohibited item is lodgod for postal trans¬ 
mission. Howovor further enquiries liavo olicitod tho fact that ont- 
omological specimens preserved in fluid can be postod but only if 
strict procedures are followed. Reference should bo made to postal 
regulations 2.40, governing perishable substances and specimens,and 

2.44. 

According to my informant at tho G.P.O. Molbourno,tho possibil¬ 
ity of an Australia Post drivor being involvod in an accidont and 
the fluid containors broaking must bo given duo acknowledgement. 

Tho packaging must be so devised that liquid will not oscapo. Tho 
specimen bottlos, preferably plastic, nood to bo packed so that 
they will not break and will not float around insido tho package. 

4o 
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Enough absorbent material should bo placed around the bottles to 
absorb all fluid that may escape in the ovont of broakago. The re¬ 
turn address must appoar on the specimen bottlo and on tho outside 
of the* package* A declaration stickori "Liquid", obtainable at post 
offices, with"otliyl nlcohol" handwritten on it,may bo nocossary. 

After packaging the parcel should be shown to a knowledgeable Aust¬ 
ralia Tost officer and tho contents and packaging explained. 

Thoso requirements appoar rather complex. Amateur entomologists 
considering the posting of spirit specimens would bo well advisod 
to read tho relevant postal regulations and consult with a responsible 
officor at ono of the larger post offices, Ovorsoas posting is gov- 
ornod by additional regulations and thoso will not be examined hero. 

2.14 Living creatures 

.1 hoes, loochos and silk worms arc acceptable in tho post and 
must bo onclosod in strong, socuro and woll vontilated boxos 
which will not porinit tho escape of any of tho contents. The 
length, breadth and width of each box must not exceed 310 mm 
x 150 nun x 100 mm respectively and each box must have a sec- 
■ urely nttachod label showing tho name opd address of the 
sondor and a description of tho contents in addition to tho 
usual jaarticulars of address. 

,2 Livo but harmloss entomological spocimons are also .acceptable 
in tho domostic post only, and it is recommended that tlioy be 
packed in tho samo manner. 

.3 Silk worm oggs sont ovorsoas must bo enclosed in a first 

covering (box, bag of cloth, plastic) which Is itself placed 
in a box of wood, inotal or other material which is strong 
enough to provont tho contents from leaking. 

.4 Parasites and dostroyors of noxious insocts intondod for tho 
conti'ol of. thoso insocts may bo c.ccoptod in tho ovorsoas post 
(chock listing for individual country in Soctionll), but 
tlioy must bo exchanged botwoon recognised institutions and 
packed in the manner doscribod in paragraph 2.14.1. 

.5 In tho case of boos for dolivory within Australia,senders 
may arrango at a Post Offico for tho boxos to bo sont in 
n soparato bag containing no otlior mail. Tho sondor must 
mark tho boxos "Separate Hag". Postage must bo paid on each 
box. An additional charge is payable for each soparato bag. 
Any number of boxqs for tho ono Offico of address may bo 
onclosod in any ono soparato bag. 

,6 Tho interstate movomont of live boos, boo' combs, boos wax, 
hivos, honey and bookoopors' nppliancos is subject to rest¬ 
rictions contained in legislation passed by various State 
Cpvornraonts for tho control of diseases peculiar to boos. 
Persons sending thoso items through the post should obtain 
the nocossary clearance or certificate of health roquirod 
by the State of destination. 


Ian Faithfull. 
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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
ZOO LE SOUEF MEMORIAL AWARD 


1. The purpose of the award is to recognise the vory substantial 
role plnyod by ajnntours in development of knowlodgo of our in¬ 
sect fauna, this is to interpreted in its broadest sonso. 

2. Tho Award is to bo made for contributions to ontoinology by 

t amateurs in Australia. Sue', contributions may compriso publisliod 
papors, notos, broadcasts, nowspapor articles, talks to Societies 
and/or amatour groups, or may bo less tangiblo, such as substan- 
ial record of holp to others or public relations involving ent¬ 
omology. 

3. No more than ono award shall bo mado in oach calendar year. Nom¬ 
inations may be inado at any time, but it is oxpoctod that tho 
Coramittoo will moot on tho 3rd Friday of Novembor oach year to 
review applications and rocommond an award, if any, to tho 
Council of the Socioty. Nominations rocoived aftor 1st Novombor 
oach yoai’ may have to bo doferrod until the following year. 

1*. A nomination may bo made by any individual or group of pocple 
and should bo submitted to tho Socretary of tho Socioty, who 
will acknowledge its rocoipt and circulate it to mombors of 
the Committoo. 

5. A nomination will remain current for throe succossivo calondiir 
years or annual meetings of tho Committee, unless an award is 
mado to that nominee, and additional information may bo provided 
to supplement tho nomination at any time during this poriod. 

Such shall not bo con3idorod to constitute a now application. 
Aftor throo yoars, a condidato may bo nominated afresh. No 
person may receive tho award more than once in a ten yoar poriod. 

b. A nomination shall give the Committoo sufficient information to 
assess tho nominee's worthiness for receipt of tho Award. It 
3 hould includoi 

a) Tho naino and full postal address of both nominee and nom¬ 
inator. 

b) A clear statement of the grounds on which tho nomination is 
being made. This should includo (i) tho period ovor which ■ 
the contribution has boon made; (ii) tho details of tho 
contribution, lists of publications (etc.); (iii) comiuonts 
on alliod activities sucli as involvement in naturalist or 
consorvationist groups and'holp to other entomologists, 
collections mado (otc.) and (iv) a declaration that those 
activities have boon mado in an amatour capacity. Copies 

of publications (on loan) could bo useful. 

c) A brief rosumo/curriculum vitae of tho condidato. 

Submit to 1 Dr. T.R. Now, 

Honorary Socrotary, 

Entomological Socioty of Victoria, 

Department of Zoology, 

La Trobo University, 

Bundoora, Vic., 3083 


h2 
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MEMBERS' NOTICES 


Morabers In need of litoraturo, equipment, information, etc. 
are eqcouragod to submit notices for inclusion in tho Victorian Ent - 
nmoloadst . Thoso are published free of charge. Notices concerning 
sale of spocimons will not be printed. 

WANTED Copy of I.F.B. Common's Australian Moths . Jacaranda Tress, 

1963 . Mrs. Joan Brown, 4 McDonoll Avo., Cundletown, NSW,2430 

ENTOMOLOGICAL BOOK FAIR 

July 3. 108 * 1 . 7-10 pm, Australian Museum, College St., Sydnoy . 

Tho Entomological Society of Now South Wales will be holding 
this major entomological book evening. Country and interstate 
people may sond'a list of wanted secondhand entomological 
books (together with maximum price you arc prepared to pay) 

to Max Moulds who will endeavour to obtain them and post the 

\ 

books to you. Antiquarian booksollors will have a range of 
secondhand books for sale, Australian Entomological Supplies 
now and socondhand books and tho Australian Museum bookshop 
will have a selection of natural history books and goods for 
sale. Thore will bo displays of rare and exotic ontomological 
books and spectacular butterflies by the Australian Butterfly 
Company, and locturos on Early Australian Entomological 
Litorature, Australian Entomological Literature Today and 
Entomological Book Collecting. 

For furthor information ring Max Moulds on (02) 487 2792 
or write to 16 Park Avo.’, Waitara, N.S.W., 2077. 
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DIARY OF COMING EVENTS 

27 June 1985, 8 pm - Annual General Mooting 

Presidential Addross by Peter Carwardinel 

Insects and Plants 


lo August 


18 Octobor 


Bootlo Night 

To include P. Kelly 1 The Principal Families 
of beotlos; G. Burns 1 Techniques for Collecting 
and Proparing Beotlos. 

Contributions.roquostod from members on a y 
aspects of beetle biology, systoinatics, coll¬ 
ecting, etc. 

Dr. J.A. Edgar, CSIRO Animal Health. 

Feeding Biology of Dannid Butterflies 


The issue of this document does NOT constitute formal 
publication. It should not bo reviewed, abstracted or 
quoted from without the consent of tho author or the 
Council of tho Victorian Entomological Society. Authors 
alone are responsible for the views expressed. 
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THE ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 


M e mbership 

Any person with an interest in entomology shall bo eligible 
for Ordinary Membership. Members of the Socioty include profess¬ 
ional, amateur and student entomologists, all of whom receive 
the Society's News Bulletin, the Victorian Entomologist. 

Objectives 

The aims of the Society are s 

(a) to stimulate the scientific study and discussion of all 
aspects of entomology, 

(b) to gather, disseminate and record knowledge of all identif¬ 
iable Australian insect species, 

(c) to compile a comprehensive list of all Victorian insect 
species and 

(d) to bring together in a congenial but scientific atmosphere 
all persons interested in entomology. 

Meetings 

The Society's mootings are held at Clunies Ross House, 
National Science Centro, 191 Royal Parade, Parkvillo, Victoria, 
at 8 pm on the third Friday of even months, with the possible 
exception of the December meeting which may be hold earlier. 
Lectures by guest speakers or members are a feature of many 
mootings at which thoro is ample opportunity for informal dis¬ 
cussion between members with similar interests. Forums are also 
conducted by members on their own particular interest so that 
others may participate in discussions. 

Annual Subscriptions 


Ordinnry Member.. SI 0.00 

Country Member . $ 8.00 (100 km + from GPO) 

Student Member .... $ 5.00 

Associate Member ............ $ 2.00 (no magazine) 


No additional fee is payable for overseas posting by surface mail 
of the News Bullotin. Associate Members, resident at the same 
address as, and being immediate relatives of an Ordinary Member, 
do not automatically receive a copy of the Society's publications 
but in all other respects rank as Ordinary Members. 


Contributions to the Victorian Entomologist 

The Socioty wolcomos contributions of articles, papers or 
notes pertaining to any aspect of entomology for publication in 
the Nows Bulletin. Contributions are not restricted to members 
but are invited from all who have an interest. Material submitted 
should be responsible and original. Statements and opinions ex¬ 
pressed are the responsibility of the respective authors and do 
not necessarily reflect the policies of the Society. 

When contributions are typed it would be of great assistance 
if they are typed on Ah (international Quarto) papir, one and a 
half spaced with triple spacing between paragraphs and a margin 
of 3 cm. 

Advertising 

The charge for advertising is (5«C0 per half page. 


Cover design by G. Millodge. 

Danaus piex1onus ploxlppus (life size) on map of Victoria. 









MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 21 JUNE 1985 


/he President opened the meeting at 8,10 pm. 


Apologiesi 
Attendance s 


flinutes i 
Correspondencei 


M. Hunting, M. Lo Souof, A. Yon. 

G• &J■ Burns, D. Crosby, L. Dunn, I. Faithfull, 

R.&J. Fiold, D.&J. Holmes, P. Kolly, F.&R. Mathews, 
T. Now, M. Shaw, D.&N. Stewart, R. Vargi, K. Walker. 

Minutes of the 1984 AGM were passed (D. Stewart/ 

R. Fiold). 

Detailed and tabled by the Secretary (D. Crosby/ 

R. Fiold). 


treasurer's Report I Deferred. 


Editor's Reports 


Pisplayi 


•w 

Exhibits and 
Nature Notes i 


I. Faithfull requested articles for forthcoming 
Bulletins, and was coinplimentod by the meeting on 
his excellent job in producing the Victorian Ent¬ 
omologist .(K. Walker/J. Fiold). 

J. Burns reported that the display of the Society's 
insects in the Mornington Library had attracted a 
groat deal of interest and that she had tentatively 
booked the Frankston Library as a venue from lo - 
30 August. Additional display venues were sought 
and it is hoped that an additional case (of butt- 
erflios) will shortly bo ready. 

i. K. Walker. Two boxes of butterflies arranged to 
demonstrate zoogeographical principlesi examples 
from all major regions of the world, and from the 
various regions of Australia. 


ii. R. Fiold. a. A box of butterflies, including some 
anomalous Lycaenidao, from Queensland; b. Examples 
of a pyralid moth roared from Furze. 


iii. T. Now. A copy of his recent rovision of the Aust¬ 
ralian antiions, in which more than a hundred new 
species are described. 


iv. K.. Walker commented on the northern extension of 
the rango of the European Wasp in Now South Wales. 


v. D. llolmes i commented on recent rearing of Delias 
hnrpnlyco . Several mombors commented on the seas¬ 
onal incidence of this sjjecies on the Mornington 
Peninsula. 

vi. D. Crosoy cor.mientod on progress with the butter¬ 
fly roaring.programme at the Melbourne Zoo. Sev¬ 
eral members noted problems of growing various 
Asclnplas species as food plants. 


The President than thankod the Officors and Council for their support 
to the Society over the past year and asked L. Dunn to conduct the 
elections. L. Dunn thankod P. Carwardine for his work as President 
and this was endorsed by applause. 

Elections resulted in the following incumbents! 


Prosidonti J. Burns 

Vico Prosidontsi D. Crosby, K. Walker. 

Secretary! N T. New 
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Treasurer» 
Editori 
Councilt 


C. Burns 
I. Faithfull 
H. Lo SouVif, D. Holmes, 

M. Hunting, P. Kelly. 

In taking tho Chair , Joy Burns invited P. Carwardino to deliver his 
Prosidantial Address on 'Insects and Plants'. Tho talk doalt with 
problems of plant recognition, identification and propagation, and 
a number of helpful books wore exhibited. Aftor answering a number 
of questions, the speaker was thanked by D. Holmes. 

The Meeting closed at 9*^5 pm. 

T. New, 

. Hon. Secretary. 


MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING 19 JULY 1985 


The President, J. Burns, opened the meeting at 8.00 pm. 


Apologies: 
Present 8 

Minutes t 


Correspondence > 
Treasurer's Report> 


P. Carwardino, D. Holmes, M. La Sou'o'f. 

G. Burns, D. Crosby, I. Faithfull, P. Kelly, 

T. Now, K. Valkor. 

Minutes of the April Council Mooting were passed 
(Crosby/Faithfull). 

Dotailod and rocoivod (Burns/Kelly)• 


Editor's Report* 


G. Burns reported a total general credit bal¬ 
ance of 521*99.70* The Lo Soucf Memorial Fund 
had a credit of 51550.38 and there wore 58 
financial members. Ruceivod (Valkor/Crosby). 

I. Faithfull reported that sufficient material 
was to hand for tho next two issues of the Nows 
Bulletin. He drew Council's attention to a no 
paper article on C.G.L. Gooding, wi ci no 
sought permission to reproduce, and al ^° 

facilitate re-reciJ» trdt ^ ou 
Received (Wallcer/Crosby) • 

Goneral Business: i Acting for P. Carwardino, T. New asked members 

to. consider possible sites and timing for exc¬ 
ursions during tho 1985-80 season.Soveral poss¬ 
ibilities wore discussed. K. Walker 
the possibility of specific 'targets tor « 
sious, particularly seeking rare or unusual 
insects. Re-discovery of tho damsel fly 
»h]ebin mlrabllis was noted as one worthwhile 

objective and this topic will J ° M ‘ 1 ?^' for ro _ 
attention of tho August General Meeting for re 

action. 


ii 


111 


iv 


Programme for 1985-86. Possible topics were dis¬ 
cussed, in conjunction with seokin^nembers 
views as to what they wanted/expected from So 
ioty meetings. The Secretary was requested to 

+ 4 onnuiro for circulation to 
prepare a questionnaire iuo. 

members. (Kelly/Crosby)• 

It was decided 1 , not to co-opt additional Council 
members for tho timo boiri£* 

A proposal to hold Council and General Meetings 
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on tho samo evening was discussed. Tlmre apiienr to be 
advantages nnd disadvantages with changing the present 
system and after discussion Council decided to rotain 
the present timing of meetings with the proviso for 
amalgamation of mootings if the amount of business 
enables this. 

v ENTRECS. D. Crosby, T. New and others commented on pro¬ 
gress towards publication of an initial set of butter¬ 
fly distribution maps. 

vi Constitutional Review. The Subcommittee had considered 
several points for proposed amendments and 'roportod 
progress 1 . 

vii Displays. J. Burns reported that tho Society's display 
cases had been transferred from tho Mornington Library 
to Coolart and will be moved to tho Frankston Library 
during August. Possibilities for additional displays 
woro discussed. 

viii Council considered possible content of a reply to a. 

letter requesting information for the nature Conservation 
review of Victoria. 

ix J. Burns raised tho tojoic of possible Society spjonsor- 
ship of, or donation to,the 'Butterfly House' now being 
constructed at the Melbourne Zoo. D. Crosby agreod to 
seek details of tho scheme and the topic was deferred 
for consideration at tho August General Mooting. 

The Mooting closed at 9-10 pm. 

T. Now., 

Hon. Secretary. 


RHOPAEA VERREAUXI AND PINE MOUNTAIN, QUEENSLAND 

Gooff Montoith, Dept, of Entomology, Quoonsland Museum, Gregory 
• Torraco, Fortitude Valley, Queensland, 4006 

Regarding tho article on Rhonnea vorreauxi in tho last Vic ¬ 
torian Entomologist . There is another Pine Mountain in Queensland 
just a fow km west of Brisbane (immediately north of Ipswich). It 
has been a very popular collecting spot from tho early days and 
had quite good rainforest. Alas it has mostly had it these days. 
Thero is a good chance this was tho specimen's locality. 
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IMPRESSIONS OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA LEPIDCPTERA 


T.E. Now, Zoology Department, La Trobe University, Bundoora, 3083 
(Summary of Address to the Entomological Society of Victoria, Fob, 1985 ) 

In 1984 I visited Papua Now Guinea for somewhat ovor three months, 
specifically to collect and study the Nouroptora of that country for 
comparison with tho Australian fauna, I was also able to see something 
of the Lepidoptera of the region, and these impressions formed tho 
subject of the talk. Tho fauna is extremely diverse and tho moths in 
particular have boon littlo studied. 

I was based at tho Uau Ecology Institute, in Morobe Province, 
ono of tho few field stations in New Guinea. Vau is a gold-mining 
town and much of the local economy centres on tho gold mine. Tho 
Ecology Institute was founded by tho late Dr. J.L. Grossitt and was 
for many years tho field station of tho 3ishop Museum, Honolulu. It 
is now an independent field station, but still receives considerable 
support from Honolulu. Tho facilities available include comfortable 
accomodation, laboratory space and library and a reference collection 
of insects of tho area. It is situated noar tho foot of Mt.Kaindi, 
at about 11 50 m a.s.l., and an enormous amount of collecting has boon 
undertaken in the area during more than 20 years - Mt.Kaindi is un¬ 
doubtedly one of tho most intensively studied areas of Papua Now 
Guinea. It risos to nearly 2400 ra, a somewhat tortuous road loading 
to tho summit, whore there is a repeater station needing regular 
maintenance, and continuing to tho village of Edie Crook. Tho Ecology 
Institute has a small outstation on tho summit. Tho road up Mt.Kaindi 
traverses a number of distinct forest types and tho top is largely 
of lichen-covered Nothof a •■•■is 1 it was hero, some years ago, that Dr. 
Gressitt discovered the unique association of long lived weevils 
growing lichen on their backs and supporting individual communities 
of micro-arthropbds. 

Tho road is also travorsod by several crooks, whoso beds off 01 ' 
natural concentration points for many butterflies and moths. Light 
traps wore run most nights during my stay and buttoi’ flies woro obs¬ 
erved virtually ovox-y day. It was particulai’ly impressive to soo 
some of tho large birdwings, including sovoi’al of the pi’otectod 
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specios, soarin'; in forest clearings.. Grossitt and Nadkavni grave a 
list of tho butterflies and moths recorded from tho aroa in a 1 97S 
Vau Fcology In'sLituto Handbook on Mt« Kaindi. 

The butterflies are largely endemic and, as a result of rocont 
research by Michael Parsons (who intends to produce a definitive 
book on Now Guinea butterflies), will soon be relatively well 
known. X was particularly intrigued-with the enormous diversity 
of Delias in tho area and the problems of their systomatics and 
biology are considerable. For example I noted 19 species flying 
along the bod of Naiai Creek, at about I 05 O m altitudo, and these 
included all described members of several specios complexes. How 
do those cooxist and remain discrete? Are they x-oally 'good 1 
species? About a dozen species wore soon hill-topping on Mt. 

Kaindi and others wero confined to the lower altitudes, bolow 
about 1200 m. Tho spectacular day-flying goometrid moths, Mi1 ionia 
spp, woro also diverse and ofton marked with bright rod and/or 
metallic bluo..An intriguing element with the Delias was tho pros- 
onto of soveral forest Nymphalidao which appear to mimic Delias , 
being white on the upporsido and with tlio hindwing marked with 
black, rod and/or yellow. A numbor of lycaonids aro also white with 
black marks or tips to the wings and look vory like a small Delias 
when flying along streams with them. Is this a mimetic relationship? 

Perhaps tho most spectacular incidouco of mimicry I saw, and 
one which has boon well documented, is tlio resemblance botwoen the 
large black and blue dayflying uraniid moth, Alcidls agnthyrsus , 
and the swallowtail Pnpllio 1 ng.taizo 1 . Tho moth is much more common 
than tho butterfly around Wnu. 

■Tho moths, although largely endemic, show considerable relation^ 
ships with tho fauna of northern Australia and, for oxamplo, it was 
very impressive to soo half a dozen or more males of Coscinocora 
herculos sitting quietly on tho shoot amidst several thousand smaller 
individuals representing at least 2-300 specios. Goometridao al’e 
Xiarticularly diverse and include U|any vory delicate green and brown 
taxa. R.H. Fisher recordod his observations on tho diversity of tho 
Wau moth fauna in tho Victorian ’Entomologist sr.-io years ngof and it 
would bo an insensitive naturalist indood who could fail to be imp¬ 
ressed and oxcitod by tho diversity of the fauna present. X coll¬ 
ected vouchor individuals of perhaps 800 species of 'macros' for 
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critical comparison with Australian forms. 

Not far from Wau about half an hour's drive towards Lao is 
Bulolo, well known now to collectors as tho homo of the Insect Farm¬ 
ing and Trading Agoncy, which has actod as tho country's spoarhoad 
in attempts to conserve butterflies and to rationalise commercial 
dosiro for butterflios as a 'cottage industry' for PNG villago in¬ 
habitants. A network of local collectors from many parts of tho 
country now sond papered captured or roared butterflios and some 
other insects to Bulolo and those arc tlion sold to collectors 
throughout tho world. I was particularly koon to soo this operation 
in practice, especially tho conservation aspects of its promoted 
rearing programmes, and enjoyed a numbor of sessions talking with 
tho Director, Mr. Peter Clarke. 

My impi-essions of Lopidoptora wore a by product of my inten- 
sivo collecting for Nouroptora : I Collected about ^,000 specimens 
oi tho latter and they aro at present being sortod and classified. 

I presented a preliminary appraisal of the Neuroptorn at a special¬ 
ist meeting in Hamburg last year, but their detailed examination 
will take (at least) several years. As with the moths and butter¬ 
flies, tho New Guinea fauna has much to teach us, and merely being 
able to rocogniso tho various spocies consistently is a vital pre¬ 
requisite to tho pursuit of studios on biology and relationships 
to tho Australian fauna. 

* R.H. Fisher, 'New Guinea Butterflies - part iv, Vnu and Mount 
Kainrii I, Vi ctorian Rntomologi st 8(4 )i 36-8, August 1978 . 


#*"*******»*»*#*■» + 


Contributions to the Victorian Entomologist 
are always most welcome. 
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HOW TO ESCAPE IN HONG KONG 


Tony Morton, Chatsworth Road, Prahran, Vic., 3181 

Onco you have tired of tho shops, onco you have ordorod your 
shirts and suits, once you have sampled the varied cuisines, once 
you have visitod the Tiger Balm Gardens and tho Planetarium, there 
aro still many things a naturalist can do in hong Kong. If you 
havo only a short time available, go to tho Botanical Gardens, 
near tho PoaJc Tram, and look at the birds displayod there. I had 
never seen a Palauan Peacock Pheasant, for instance, which is an 
endangered specios and has boon assured of a feu moro years' sur¬ 
vival by being bred in those gardens. If you have a littlo more 
time, fox-sake tho Captain's Bar of tho Mandarin Hotel and actually 
go up that Peak Tram. At tho top, do not continue to ascond on 
foot, but take Lagard 'Road' (to your right front as you exit) 
and go for a fascinating walk foi a couplo of milos round the 
Peak, through some lovely mountain junglo, see most of tho butt¬ 
erfly specios I list below, and re-omergo in an hour or so whore 
w . 

you started from. At tho Peak Cafe a bottle of San Miguel (or 

some Chinese tea) or perhaps an excollort meal will revivify you- 
for tho descent. 

We spont ton days in Hong Kong in May so had even more time. 

Tho woathor was hot (31 degrees c), tho sky almost cloudless and, 
apart from tho Peak, we visitod various parts of the New Territories, 
Macau, and tho largo island of Lantnu. I was particularly interested 
in the comparitivoly large number, it seemed to me, of subspecies 
of Australian butterflies that occur thoro, and I managed to ob¬ 
serve one or two of thoso. 

Although a lot of Hong Kong is indeed very built up, although 
furthor 'development' is in progress and many roads aro being con¬ 
structed, and although there is intensive clearing, cultivation 
and spraying of all areas capable of boing built on and ploughed, 
thore aro uovertholoss small areaA of woodland horo and there, as 
well as procipitous hillsides, which support over 200 spocios of 
butterflies and over 200 spocios of resident birds. Tho woodlands, 
often only 5° square metros in size, tend to be maintained around 
villages, 'fung-shui' woods usually containing a large treo of rel- 
igous significance. Very littlo land seems to bo 'Crown' land, 
pooplo being allowed to build if they can demonstrate previous 
possession of an aroa. (Tho only known spot whore Arhopn]a nsed- 
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ocantaurua is known in Hong Kong, for instance, has very recently 
boon cleared of its oak troos, which have been replaced by 'villas*. 
Fortunately, tho tree stumps are beginning to regenerate.) Buttor- 
flies, therefore, tend to congregate within those small areas. So a 
small area of woodland can be very productive. I found it very 
thrilling to soo an ovipositing Troidos holona . for instance, and 
catch a brief glimpse of Lamproptera curjus (previously only known 
to mo from illustrations). 

My groat thanks are due to Alistair Dalluntino, who very kindly 
instructed mo in local lore and showod me all the localities men¬ 
tioned. Without him our time in Hong Kong would havo been much 
duller and no would havo spent a groat deni more J 

References 

1. This is Hong Kong s butterflies by Gwenoth and Bernard John¬ 
ston (May 19B0, Hong Kong Govormont Publication). 

2. Duttori' lies of the Oriental Region by Bernard D'Abrera. Pt 1. 
(19S2, Hill House). 

I 

AMATHU SIDAK 

Faunis oumeus oumeus 

DANAIDAE 

Danaus chrysippus chrysippus 
Danaus genutia gonutia 
Danaus similis similis 
Eupioea core amymono 
Euploea midamus midamus 

HESPERIIDAE 

Badamia oxclamationis 
Iambrix salsala salsala 
Polopidas pp. 

Tagiades litigiosus litigiosus 

LYCAENXDAE • _ - 

Artipo oryx oryx 
Colastrino puspa barneyi 
Curotis dontata dontata 
Evores lacturnus riloyi 
Koliophorus epiclos phoonicoparyphus 
Lampidos booticus 
Noopithocops zalmora dolona 
Spinaasis sp. 

Zizooria maha sorica 

NYMPHALIDAE 

Apatura parisatis staurakius 
Charaxes polyxona polyxena 
Cupha erymanthis erymanthis 
Cyrestis tliyodamus chinensis 
Euthalia phomius soitzi 
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Noptis hordonia maligowa 
Noptis hylas hylas 
Parathysna sulxsitia sulpitia 
Parathyma nofto seitzi 
Polygonia canaco canace 
Precis ajmana almana 
Procis loraonias lernonias 
Symbrenthia hix^oclus lucina 

PAPILIONIDAE 

Chilasa clytia clytia f. clytia 

T. dissinilis 

Graphium sarpodon sarpcdon 
Graphium sappodon somifasciatus 
Laraproptcra curius walkori 
Poxiilio bianor bianor 
Papilio helonus helonus 
Papilio paris paris 
Paxiilio polytos x:>olytes 
Papilio protonor protcnor 
Troidos helena spilotia 

PIERIDAE 
Catopsilia sx>p. 

Dercas vorhuolli verhuolli f. vorhuolli 

f. skortchlyi 

Euroma hocabo hocabe 
Hobomoia glaucippe glaucix>pG 
Ixias« pjTano pyrono 
Artogoia canidia canidia 

KIODINIDAE 

Abisara ochorius ocharius 
Zomeras flogyas flogyas 

SATIRIDAE 

Lethe confusa apara 
Lothe ourox>a beroe 
Molanitis sx>. 

Mycalosis si). 

Yl^thima baldus baldus 
Ypthima praonubila 


Localities : Victoria Pook, 31 , f’f 

Sham Tin, Lantau Island, 14WV 

She Shan, 321111 

Eung Yuen, 35GG 

Wong Chulc Young, kkKli 

Pale Sha-O, 50HH 

Map references come from tho "A-O-A Orientation Map" readily 
available in Hong Kong. 


Vic. Ent. 15( ; 0 August 1985 


52 


in my garden 

JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 


Jean Brown, 4 McDonnell Ave., Cundletown, NSW, 2430 

I havo a not too largo Cassia fistula in the gardon and it has 
boon as busy as Flinders Stroot Station dux'iilg those two months. It 
is the first year it has borno some beautiful sprays of goldon 
flowers and tho base of tho loaves has oxudod a copious flow of 
nectar. This has attracted nil manner of creepy creatures - wasps, 
butterflies, bees, leaf-hoppers, li'ttlo flies and ants galore, ovon 
a late cicada. 

Just one day we had five Emperors ( Polyurn iiyrrlms sompronius ) 
male and female, four Admirals ( Vanossa itea ), four Opvrls (0. plane 
ocola ). ono Common Brown female ( Doteronyinphn moropo morowo ) , thi'oo 
different bees, blue and bind:, brown and gold - like a fat bumble 
bee, and a little'native boo, plus a very handsome blue and black 
wasp (?), a big hornet-liko golden creature, and paper wasps, ants 
and loaflioppors, all ravaging tho sap of the tree. 

w I tasted the sap, and suro enough, it was sweeter than honey : 
no wonder they wore beseiging it. The Emperors, in particular, acted 
as if they were intoxicated, as at ono stage I just took one gently 
between my fingers and liftod it off tho troo. When I put it back, its 
proboscis curled out and it startod drinking again, as if nothing had 
happened. 

For four years I havo boon watching a buttorfly - which flies 
high over the plum troo, a Melaleuca . and down to the Casuarinas on 
tho river bank - always too high to net or observe. This yoar thoy 
fed, twice a day on tho Cassia and I was ablo to not two for my coll¬ 
ection ( Oryx-is .piano ocola ). 

In tho middle of February the Domon Migrants ( Cntopailia pomona 
poniona ) arrived laying many eggs but talcing no sustonanco from tho 
sap. Unfortunately too many prodators and cold, wot woatlier took toll 
of tho subsequent larvae,and apart from two I took in to obsorvo, nono 
of the dozens of larvae survived. 

Now in Juno tho sap has dried up and tho loaves are falling, 
getting ready for next year's hospitality, and, hopefully, a bounty 
of butterflies. 
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STRATEGIES FOR VINTER 

Andrew Atkins, h5 Caldwell Ave., Dudley, NSW, 2290 

Watching a Magpie struggling with a loii(j, dried bramble strand 
(this bird is one of the first to nest in the Newcastle area) rem¬ 
inded mo that warmer weather may not bo too far' away. Time to air 
the butterfly not? Well, one can nover really hung up the net in 
this relatively mild climate of the central roast, fruo, there are 
not many butterflies about in raid-winter. Most species appear to 
weather the cold as larvae, but there do seem to be some intrig¬ 
uing exceptions. Take the Common Crow butterfly for oxamplo. This 
butterfly regularly visits the Sydney area and further south in 
tho warmer months, but it does not appear to over-winter ns an 
acult further south than Newcastle (just 170 km to tho north of 
the capital). Its common foodplant, Oleander, is now practically 
continuous between tho cities, and Newcastle has onl} a slightly 
higher average moan tomporature. Suid 00 a core , howovor, is quite 
common through tho winter months here, and I have roared adults 
from pupae oven in June. Tho explanation? Vho knows, 

Tho lifo history of Syntnrucus oli nius (Plumbago Blue) also 
poses a few problems. It flics mainly from March to Juno, but un¬ 
commonly in spring. In th. warmer months tho lifo-cyclo may only 
last a month. What happens to it in winter and spring? At tho 
moment I have a pupa o,f this species over-wintering, so maybe this 
question may be answered soon. 

On tho shortest day of tho year, just two weeks ago at tho 
tiaio of writing, butterflies such as Del ins ni.gr inn , Del ins nrgen - 
thonn , Junonia vi llirln and Thocl inos thos onveha continued to fly. 
Delias even increased in numbors this month. All stages of thoir 
lifo-cyclos can bo found at any time of rho year. Last wool; Danans 
nlexlnpus and Da nans chrvsinpns were common along tho banks of the 
Williams Rivox' near Barrington Lodge and I saw an Oiyris species 
flying around trees at tho Blackbutt Reserve near Newcastle. 

One puzzling species is the Cooliadinid skipper Hasora khorfa . 
Adults fly mainly in tho warmer months, but aro often scon as late 
as June. Apparently this slcippor was quite common in SyUnoy last 
year, and it was certainly locally common in the Newcastle area 
this last soason. Its native foodplant is Mid 1 oti,-- , but garden 
Wisteria is often utilizod as a larval foodplant. The problem is 
that WIstori a is deciduous and most loaves fall by mid winter, and 
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generally a rainforest plant - is decidedly uncommon 
in the suburbs. The problem is compounded by the apparent inability 
of young larvae to survive on all but very young Wisiaria leaves. 
Perhaps only mature larvae can survive the winter, and perhaps they 
do this in the deciduous loaf-litter. Perhaps also an important 
strategy to survive the winter and the lack of the larval foodplant 
are the very small, pin-head sized eggs. Those suggest that the 
female lays a large quantity to ensure the species 1 survival. 

Hnsora khorin also has tho unusual habit of flying in summer 
at any time from dawn to dusk. On hot days males perch low in 
sunlit, dense glades or rest under verandahs. Both sexes are more 
commonly seen botwoon 7 to 8 am and k to 6 pm when they visit 
flowers in suburban gardens. 


i 

* RECOGNITION FOR LLEW GOODING 


Thankyou to Mrs Juliot Field of Tecoma for forwarding this 
article which is reproduced, with slight alterations, with 
tho permission of tho Editor of The West Gippslnnd Trader 
(Warragul).where it appeared on 23 May 1985 lb Vol. 3 No.5» 


Tanjil South Primary School has received a Federal Government 
grant in recognition of the work of the late Mr Llew Gooding MBE of 
Warragul in the fiold of entomology. Mr Gooding was a studunt at 
Tanjil South. Before his death ho_ donated his insect collection to 
tho Australian National Insoct Collection in Canberra which is part 
of the CSIRO Division of Entomology. 

In a letter to Member for Narrncan, Cr John Dolzoppo, who org¬ 
anised tho grant on behalf of tho school, the Science Minister, Mr 
Jones, said the CSIRO greatly valued Mr Gooding's collection and 
believed that some form of recognition of him to encourage the 
study of entomology in his former school was appropriate. Tho School 
will receive a boxed collection of butterflies, moths and beetles 
as a teaching aid*togothor with suitable books on entomology. 

Mr Gooding attended Tanjil South botwoon 1902 and 1910, and 
although he did not undertake any other formal education, he wont 
on to become a world renowned authority on entomology- Ho did not 
want his collection sold outside Australia, oven though it was 
worth a considerable amount of monoy. In 1979 Ho donated his coll¬ 
ection to the Commonwealth. 


Continued op page 59- 
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ANISYNTA ALDOVENATA IN VICTORIA ? 


W.N.13. Quick, 10 Kevin Court, Donvale, Victoria, 3111 

There will doubtless be a number of members who are keen to 
make the first record of a now butterfly resident within Victorian 
political boundaries, and there appears to bo ample evidence to 
suggest that n Isvnta albovena u will bo bo the next. The skipper, 

• originally discovered by tho lato M. V. Mules, has been taken near 
Tintinara, in South Australia, barely 100 1cm across the border. 

It could very easily havo escaped detection in Victoria, as it has 
a brief, and Very oarly flying season - predominantly the last two 
weoks ol September and tho lirst week in October — long before most 
collectors nave retrieved their net from its winter biding—place. 

Tho larval host grass, S cipn semiharhata . is widesjaread in 

Victoria, and can not therefore be the limiting factor. The latter 

is now presumed to be the host in association with basic soils, in 

particular hoavy-toxtured rod or rnd-brown marls, with nodules of 

limestone at no great depth. 

•w 

Recently, a soil survoy has boon carried out, predominantly 
in the west of tho stnto, by Mr John Maher, of tho Department of 
Agriculture State Chemistry Laboratory. Mr. Maher, who is currontly 
tabulating tho results of the survey, has been kind enough to supply 
some data on the occurrence of these red-brown marls within Victoria, 
and which are of greet potential interest. Disclosure of this data 
will not pre-empt any report of his own, ar.d, as well as I am able 
to interpret hastily scribbled notes which wore made during my 
phono conversation, are given hero. Mr Maher has however suggested 
that anyone interested in "doing over" those areas in September 
should call in at the Laboratory, at 5 Macarthur Streot, East 
Molbourno, whoro ho can be located on tho second floor. This will 
onable him to pinpoint tho areas of most likely interest. 

Tho most typical habitat of tho butterfly appears to bo- either 
open, exposed grassland, grassy heaths interspersed with scattered 
oucalypts, or, as near Tintinara, open to scattered oucalypc for¬ 
est interspersed with patches of grassy heathland. 

Tho most significant occurrence of red-brown marls, with (us¬ 
ually) limestone nodules present at no great depth, is in the Swan 
Hill - Ultima arid Rainbow - Hopotoun belt. These areas havo not 
boen extensively surveyed, and tho little systematic collecting 
.which has been done has most often been during the summer and 
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autumn months* 

A further occurrence, which may more closely resemble the 
open, coastal habitats of South Australia, is in the Portland - 
Heywood area, particularly the area 2 km west of lieywood towards 
Turley Swamp* Here, the rod-brown marls will bo found in rifts 
between sandy rises, and their prosecco uotod as lunulos in the 
transects of road cuttings through tho moro sandy rises. Among 
the dunes near Tyrendarra (about 12 km north-east of Portland), 
similar soils have boon ex£>osed on tho south and oast of tho dune 
structures, and would, apart from latitudo, surely most closely 
resemble tho type locality at Port Victoria on Yorko Peninsula* 

Off tho Henty Highway, to tho north of Heywood, (Entrees Grid 
rof YE04 !), at Sugarloaf Hill and Sheoak lUse, the marls are 
darker, but this may not bo significant. In tho Creasy - Colac 
area there are many smaller areas of rod marls. These occur amongst 
somewhat jumbled hillocks, and may bo moro difficult to locate. 

• The known host, Stipa somibnrbnta or Fibrous Spoargrnss, is 

''perhaps the most difficult x jart of the whole exercise to describe. 
At the time of tho year tho butterfly will bo seen, however, many 
plants should be carrying their seed-heads. Tho plant is a small, 
rather fine-loafed, untidy, dry-looking tussock, usually 10 - 18 
cm (4 -7 inchos) high. Seed-heads are usually at least twice this 
height, with "awns" J -5 cm long, and often till at one side of the 
stem. The tussocks contain a great many old, dry, and rather frayed 
leaves and stems, which give thorn a very dessicated appearance, 
and give tho plant its vernacular name. Easy perhaps to describe, 
but not so oasy to spot amongst.a swarm of other grasses 1 

The skipper, likewise, is hardly conspicuous, but with tho 
exception of Vanessa kershnwi and a couple of small Lycaenids, is 
likely to be the only species about. It flies close to the ground, 
and only for short distances before settling again on bare patches 
of ground, or amongst low growth. If searching for pupal shelters, 
these are extremely untidy, very frail, and deep within tho plant. 
In consequence, thpy aro also extremely difficult to find, and 
better sought once the butterfly is located. By contrast, tho pale 
green eggs are relatively largo, and conspicuous when fresh. The 
skipper will not fly unloss there is some real warmth in the sun. 

I shall look forward to receiving the first Entrees sheet for this 
lovely little species. 


57 


Vic. Ent. 15(M August 1985 






THE ENTRECS DATA BANK 


W.N.B. Qaiclc, 10 Kevin Court, Donvale, Victoria, 3111 

At long last, and with a rather enjoyablo sonso of achieve¬ 
ment, it gives mo the greatest ploasure to bo able to tell members 
— and others - that the Scheme is now operative, and only awaiting 
further input of records. 

In a sense, the Lepidopterous hare appears to havo been out¬ 
stripped by the Coloopterous tortoise, for the first great wad of 
rocords entered, were largely thoso of Colooptera i Buprestidae - 
a great mass of material assembled by Joy and Gordon Burns, from 
their own collection and part of tho M.W. Mules and Museum coll¬ 
ections. 

Scanning tho information as it was being entered was a nost¬ 
algic experience — every bit as much so as perusing an old photo¬ 
graph album. There wore tho rocords (grid ref YC23) for tho jewel 
booties collected, so many years ago, on "Calectasia Hill" and tho 
tSalt Lake areas of tho Little Desort by old 'Ros' Wilson, Bill 
** Mules, Zooie, and Bruce Given - excursions I recall so vividly, 
in part for the company, in part for tho new experience (for tay- 
solf) of being able to visit what were tlion "far fields", for 
travel, other than by suburban trains, was virtually impossible 
during tho war, and immediate post-war period. Noticod also wore 
the records of Castjar inn ( Stjgmodera ) wilaoni , collected on 
Cass in in flowor-heads on tho walk from Bolgrave to Kallista. I 
think this was tho first buprostid I had oncounterod, to which I 
was "introduced" by old ’Ras' himself. 

Tho dreaded "bugs" of any system just did not appear. Ono or 
two minor improvements, which do not involve any change in the 
raannor in which data is supplied by collectors, have resulted in 
some additional data being rocorded with fewer entries 1 The forms 
supplied by Joy and Gordon wore beautifully oxocutod, and while a 
single batch of 836 entries was a handful for a rather slow typist, 
tho entry of data flowed smoothly and effortlessly onto disc. 

Tho digitising of the basic map, and writing tho program for 
fully-oloctronic production of species distribution maps is under 
way. In the meantime, processing of data in order to answer ques¬ 
tions ranging from tho simplest outputs to apparently impossible 
sorting and selection, and jirintouts, is at last a reality, and 
is being done J 

However, what ono gets out of a computer is totally and utt- 
orly dopendent on what is put in. Tho inpiut is now "over to you". 
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TECHNICAL ASPECTS OF THE ENTRECS DATA BANK 


W.N.B. Quick 

As a postscript to the preceding notes regarding the Entrees 
Scheme, for those who aro interested, the number of records which 
can be handled is unlimited, and using only one of the two inbuilt 
disc drives, and a single disc, is in excess of 83 , 000 . 

The "hardware" is by NEC - an APC III with high resolution 
monochrome monitor, 80 x 24, together with their wido-bod, and in¬ 
credibly good, P3 dot-matrix printer. The data is being processed 
in dBase II. 

It would bo appropriate here to express sincere thanks for the 
help, perseverance and interest extended by Mr Roger Blackford, of 
TransAcc, who not only supplied the system, but had the patience to 
train the elderly operator, who had, quite literally, never touched 
a computer keyboard - quito a jump from the 193 2 typewriter on which 
all the Entrees manual and tables wore prepared. 

So please, in your haste to prepare all your records during 
these cold winter evonings, don't worry about ovorlading the system J 


RECOGNITION FOR LLEW GOODING 
Conti usd from page 55* , 

‘I 

Mr. Gooding died in Warragul on January 12, I 98 O. He was born 
near Moe on September 9i I 896 , one of a family of ten children and 
spent most of his life in Gippsland. As a young man, lie began what 
was to become a superb collection of Lepidoptora and Colooptora, 
much of which was collected in Gippsland before the region was ext¬ 
ensively cleared for agriculture. In 1926 he married and he and wife 
Hilda had a daughter, Mrs Margaret Coulsen of Traralgon. 

Over tho yoars his collection was greatly amplified by exchang¬ 
ing specimens with many well-known collectors in Australia and over¬ 
seas. Ho was also an accomplished cabinet maker and constructed all 
of the 800 storo boxes which lined the collection room at his Warr¬ 
agul homo. In the Queon's New Year Honors list of 1980, he was aw¬ 
arded the MBE for his contributions to entomology. 


+ Mr. David Holmes of Dromana has been commissioned by the 
CSIRO to produco tho boxed entomological collection for 
Tanjil South School. It consists of a largo box containing 
70 moths, a smallor box with 50 buttorflios (these Lopid- 
optera from the Holmes collection) and another case to 
contain named Buprostidae from Llow Gooding's collection 
to bo sent by tho CSIRO. 

■ - Editor. 
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MEMBERS' NOTICES 


Members in need of litoraturo, equipment, information, etc. 
are encouraged to submit notices for inclusion in tho Victorian Ent 
omologist . Those are published free of charge. Notices concerning 
sale of specimens will not bo printed. 


ENTRECS MANUALS, Individual Rodords Sheets, Single Species Cards 
Cards, otc. are nvnilnble from David Crosby. Soc¬ 
iety Members who ere not already familiar with 
the scheme ere urged to become contributors. 

WANTED Latin - English dictionary (cheap) or translations 
of Thomas Blackburn's descriptions of Australian 
Scnrabaoidne. Ian Falthfull, 83 Easoy Street, 
Collingwood, 3066. 
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m inu tes of the general meeting 16 august 1935 


Tho President opened 

Apologies* 

Attendance* 


?Ilnuto3 1 
Correspondence» 
Troasuror’c Reports 


Editor 1 
Spoakors * 


tho mooting at 8.10 pm 

R. & J. Fiold, T. New, H, Valkor. 

G. & J. Burns, P. Corvardino, N. Clark, D. 

Crosby, I. Faithful!, B. A J. Holmoo, K. Hunting. 
D. Johnson, P. Holly, M. Lo SouSf, R. Matthews, 

M. Shaw, B. & N. Stewart, B. ,• C. 6 K. Stewart. 
April Hooting minutes accoptod (Crosby/Faithfuli 
Ho correspondence. 

G. Burns reported a total credit balance of 
82528.79 in tho general and torn deposit acc¬ 
ounts and 31356.30 in the Le SouSf Memorial 
Fund. Thoro are at present 58 financial ana* 
bore. Rccolved (Cerwardino/Lo Souef). 

No report. 

Tho President introduced tho speakers for tho 
"Bootle Night". 

1. G. Bums spoko on collecting booties. 

ii. ?. Holly Bhowed slides of tho common bootle 


Exhibits 1 


fairilieE. 

111,1. Faithfull cpolco on Bung Bootloo. 

Tho spoakorc wore thanked by B. Stewart. 

i. B. Crosby showed photographs of tho new 
butterfly house at tho zoo and living 
specimens of larvae, pupae and an adult 
of tho buttorfly Cothosla ponthoslloa paksh.-' 
(tho Orange Lacewing) which had boon reared 
for tho Zoo display. 

11. K. Clark chowod a case of buttorflios. 

iil.G. Bums, P. Holly and X. Faithfull chcrwod 
exhibits of beetles and catching equipment 
in illustration of thoir talks. 


Tho mooting closod at 9 .30 pm. 

4 > 


O' 






P. Holly, 

Acting Secretary. 
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MINUTES 0? TIES COUNCIL MEETING 20 SEPTEMBER 1PS5 


ThG mooting, chaired 

Apologies 3 

Attoadancoi 

Minutest 

Cerreapoudoacet 
Treasurer 1 3 Report: 


Editor's Roport: 

General Buoinoscj i. 


11 . 


ill. 


iv. 


by the Presidentccmoncod at 8.05 pm. 

M. Lo Souof. 

G. Burns, P. Curuardice, D. Crosby, X. Faith-full, 
D. Holmea, H. Hunting, P. Kelly, T. Nou, K. Valho 
Minutes of tho July Council mooting ( Vic . Ent . 

15 *•** 5 —^) voro rocclvod. 

Detailed and received. 

G. Burno reported a total goneral credit balance 
of G2,iiS3.29 and a La Souof Memorial Fund bal¬ 
ance of 31,615.15* There wore 58 financial mem¬ 
bers. Received (Kolly/Holmes). 

I. Faithfull requested additional material for 
forthcoming issues of tho Victorian Entomologist. 
Received {Euraa/NiuUcer) . 

ENTREES. D. Croeby and T. Now cummariood discus¬ 
sions they had held with H.N.B. QuxcR over the 
implementation of various aspects of th© scheme. 
After considerable and wide—ranging discussion, 
Council unanimously dociced to procood with pro¬ 
duction of an interim series of distribution 
maps of tho Victorian butterflies. " 

D. Crosby informed Council of the possible use 
of ENTRECS data in the currant VNPA review of 
nature conservation in Victoria. 

Programme. Tho Secretary summarised tho few 
questionnaire forma which had bo far been rot- 
umod. Ssvoral replies indicated that practical 
instruction sessions were wanted. Tho April 
1985 mooting is to bo a forum on various aspects 
of tho investigation and taxonomic use of ins¬ 
ect genitalia. 

Constitution Review. The Secretary reported that 
the Subcommittee had completed it3 initial del¬ 
iberations. It is hopod to produce a revised 
draft Constitution in time for discussion at 
'tho NovG 3 iho 2 ? Council mooting# 

Butterfly House. Possible sponsorship by the 
Society. B. Crosby reported that ho would bo 
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further discussions over the possibility of 
Society involvement. 

v. Displays. J. Burns noted two forthcoming book¬ 
ings for the display caoos, arranged by I. Fal- 
thfull t ^display arranged by the Hawthorn 
Junior Field Naturaliats at the Notional Herb¬ 
arium (Sept. 28, 29) and the Collingwood Lib¬ 
rary (Oct. 19 - Nov. 12). Any other appropriate 
vonuos should bo notified to the President. 
yi.» Excureions. P. Carwardlne, and others, diecuosed 
possible sites for an excursion. It Is hoped to 
have an excursion during the first veokend of 
December, perhaps to searoh for Hemlphlebla 
mlrabllls . K. Walker to comment at the October 
meeting. 

vii. A letter from M.S. Moulds regarding the validity 
of the Society's ’disclaimer* regarding public¬ 
ation was discussed. It was agreed to change 
’ the disclaimer to cover the aspect of taxonomic 

publication more fully, and to stress that art¬ 
icles are not refereed. 

The meeting closed at 9*35 P"** 

" T. New, 

Hon. Secretary. 

THE PROPOSED NATIVE FAUNA AND FLORA GUARANTEE AND 
THE PROTECTION OF LOWER ORDER SPECIES 

The Victorian Government has undertaken to establish a legis¬ 
lative Native Flora and Fauna Guarantee to provide*more effective 
protection for the State's native animals and plants. The tack of 
developing the Guarantee conoept into workable legislation rests 
with the Department of Conservation Foresta and Lands. Tho goal 

of the Guarantee la for all tho State's native flora and fauna to 

( \ 

survive and flourish in the wild, and retain their potential ter 
evolutionary development (Sutton, 1985)* 

As pnrt of the development of the Guarantee a meeting was 
held on September 1(3 to discuss tho application of the Guarantee 
to the protection of lower order species 1 non-vascular plants and 
invertebrate animals. The-Departmental Task Force had recommended 

To page 66. 
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CC£S B23TLX3 PROM THE OOCNMXRX RANCH, UST GXP PS LAND 
Sirs Pullon, 21 Nioholnon Crosoont, Turner, A.C.T., 2601 

The Goonmirk Range forma a backbone to the Errlnundra Plateau, 
south-east of Bonsng In East Glppsland. Since logging bogan there 
nearly 20 years ago (Scott, 1981) tho plateau has become the focus 
of a campaign by conservationists (Native Forests Action Council, 
1983i Christoff and MacMillan, 1984) anxious to preserve its rem¬ 
aining forests. Of particular note are the cool temperate rain¬ 
forests dominated by Athorosponna moschatum (Southern Sassafras), 
Acacia molanozylon (Blackwood) or A. frlgoacens (Montane Vattle), 
and IlftoocarpuB holopotalus (Black Ollvp-borry). Some of those 
stands carry emergent Eucalyptus nitons (Shining Gum) up to 70 m 
tall. Nothofagus cunnlnrhamli (Myrtle Beech), a major component 
of similar forests elBewhore in Victoria Is entirely absent from 
the Errlnundra Plateau. The Goonmirk Range ltsolf supports a unique 
type of rainforest thicket In which the conifer Podocarpua lawroncel 
(Mountain Plum-Pine), usually a flattened shrub of exposed eub- 
alpine sites, grows in treo form to 15 o tall (Land Conservation 
Council of Victoria, 197*0* 

In late January 1983 I visited Goonmirk Rocks Scenic Reserve 
(now part of tho 1 6 l5 ha Errlnundra Flora Reserve) and collected 
beetles In an area of tall open-forest at 1100-1200 m altitude. 
Eucalyptus Jolopratonsla (Alpine Ash) and E. faatlgata (Brown Barrel) 
wero the dominant species hero, with an understoroy consisting of 
sparse shrubs of Loucopogon moccrael (Subalplne Board Heath), Tar- 
mannla 1anceolata (Mountain Pepper), Olearla phlogopappa (Dusty 
Daisy Bush) and Soneclo llnearlfolius (Fireweed Groundsel) and a 
grassy ground layer. Dickaonla antarctlna (Soft Tree Fern) was 
common, and In some places Acacia doalbata (Silver Wattle) grew in 
pure stands. 

In tho following list of species collected, the numbers refer 
to the habitat t 

1. In or under logs 

2. Under bark of standing Eucalyptus delegatensls (Myrtaceae) 

3. Under bark of logs of Eucalyptus fastigata (Myrtaceae) 

k, In dead Acacia doalbntn (Mixuosaceae) 

5. On flowers of Loraatla fraaorl (Proteaooae) 


6k 
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List ef Spcoloo 


CARABIDAE _ 

I7otonoru3 pcroni Cast, (l) 

?f. cpenoeri El. (l) 

7i, opulontus gippslandicus Cast, (t) 
N. pluripunctatuo SI. (l) 

Teraphic holnoii SI. (l) 

Scopodos taocanicuo Baton (1 & 3) 
Agonochila curtula Er. (2) 

lucahibae 

Corc.tognnthuB ooulario Cart. (3) 

C. bituculatuo Cart. (3)'.- 

SCARABAEIDAS J APKODIXKAE 
Saprosliec cp. (l) 

EUPRESTIBAE 

Etiguodora breast (Hops) (5) 
KJCNEMIDAE 

Arioocophaius sp. (3) 

ANOBIXDAE 
Drpophilodca op. 

TROGOSSITIDAE 

Lopidopteryx docoratn (Er.) (4) 
Koaoplo Tvariogata Had. 

CLERIDAE 

TTogodemdrcn tenobricoaun Elot. 
CUCUJIEAS 

Flaticus colonarius (Oil.) (") 
Uloiota bicolor Arrow (3) 

CRYPTOPHAGIDAE 

•Cryptophagus’ TgibbipenniB Blkb. 
CERYLONIDAE 

Kypodacno 7tas:tunlno (Lea) (3) 
Lapothuc sp. (3) 

COCCINELIDAE 
RhicobiuB sp. 

END0MYCH1DAE 

Stenotarsus conmoduo Blkb. (t) 


KELA77ERYXDAE 

Ctonoploctron cp. ( 3 ) 

Orchocia sp. ( 3 ) 

COL.YDIIDAE 
Ablabus sp. (l) 

Synpr.notuo australis Grouv. (t 
F-ycnonorus oocutun (Paso.) (l) 

K2HTCXDAE 

Kor yx rupssa Latr. (l) 
TEHSHRIOHIDAE 

Coripcra Tooollata Pane, (l) 

C. ap. (l) 

Adoliura haterodoxura Lon (1) 

A. EubdoproBcnn Cart, (t) 
Cnxdioihorar victorias Cart. ( 
Brycopia pllooolla Blkb. (l) 
Apasio beplogcnoidos Cart, (l) 
Grcopagia aonatrooa Pasc. (l) 
Ulosa cp. (1) 

PROSTOtHDAE 
Froctonia sp. (l) 

CERAKBTCIDAE 

Hooyaopuc op. (5) 

Ancinta crocogcstcr (Boisd.) ( ! 
Athealstuo sp. (l) 

CHRYSOKEEIDAE 

liiorodoaacia sp. 

CORCULIONIDAE 

Handalotua longicollio Lea (t) 
Kandalotuc op. (l) 

Xaxlllua sp. (1) 

Anisalluc op.(t) 

Cryptoporocio sp. (l) 

Cocoonun preostue Rodt. 

Unas op. (l) 

CRYPTORHXNCHIXAE It opp. 

indet. (1) 


Tho Errinundra Plateau bolds considerable' potential for further 
collecting, particularly in the Athorosrcrmn - Elacocnmus rainforest, 
of which the Errinundra Flora Reserve contains the largest stand 
anywhere (Christoff and Macmillan,—1984). The Carabid E utrechus 
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«ri.r»r>clnad{ on e Si. is presently known only by tho holotype from 
‘Mount Goonmirk 1 (Moore. '5972). 

I on cratoful to Dr. J. F. Lauronco, Dr. 3. P. Kooro, Dr. 3. 

C. Zimmerman, Mr. T. A. Uoir and Dr. G. Cassis of tho CSXDO Division 
of Entomology, who identified nearly nil of tho material. The maj¬ 
ority baa boon deposited in tho Australian National Inaoct Collection, 
Canberra. 

Hoforeacoa 

Christoff, Pater and Macmillan, Luisa,(1984). Errinundra under throat. 

Habitat Australia 12(2)il6-19 /.• 

Land Conservation Council of Victoria, (197*0* Robert on tho Hast 
Glppsland Study Area. Molbournoj Land Conservation Council of 
Victoria, 

Native Forost 3 Action Council, 0983). T'na Forests of Fast Giposlanri . 

Melbourne! Nativo Forests Action Council. 

Mooro, B. P., (1972). A revision of tho Australian Trochinae (Coloo- 
ptcraiCarabidae)• Anst. J. Z'ool. Sunni. St,r . No. .l 8 il- 6 l 
Scott, U. D. & Co., (1981). FnvtroEx.ier.tal Effects Statement on PuIp- 
viood Harvesting from State Forest in Past Glpp 3 land . Melbourne! 

V. D. Scott A Co. 


•»**«* ***»*«• 

From page 63 . Tho Nativo Flora and Fauna Guarantee, 

that all native plants ar.d animals bo covered but another option 
recommended against the inclusion of lowor order species in the 
Guarantee. A number of prominent experts attonded tho meeting, 
including Dr. Jim Villis, Mr. Peter Kolly and Dr. Tim New. Among 
the arguments raised about including lower order species under 
the Guarantee ware tho following points t 

a. Taxonomic problems mitigate against adequate administrative 
protection. 

b. Ignorance of tho ecology of lowor order species uould inhibit 
thoir proper management'in tho wild. 

c. The economic and political problems of the protection ; 

of higher order species would bo compounded. 

d. The protection of lower order anocios may accelerate restrict¬ 
ions on development and may require significant changes in 
land use and water management practices. 

c. Only those species of obvious economic or social benefit 
should bo included end thoso as spocial cases. 
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Tha adsjinlstrativo teak would bo too big because thoro are bo 
many opooioo end thoro is too little management and adrainiat- 
_y^tiv© experience in tho protoctlon of lower ordor spocios. 

£. Tho protection of lower order species can be handled on an 
nd hoc basis as tho problems uriso. 

h. Lower order species are less important. 

i. Public opinion does not favour tho protection of lowor order 
species. 

These arguments might well be scon as those of the devil's 
advocate, but they-are useful in stimulating thought and discussion. 

Thoro was general agreement about the over-riding need for 
habitat preservation and that some classes, major groups or taxa 
may need tho protection of tho Guarantee. According to Sutton (1985), 
who is tho Co-ordinator of the Guarantee Task Forco, tho proposal 
is to provido for two levels of protection committment. One level 
would dotall mandatory protection requirement:s while the other 
would leavo tho responsible managing authority to docido the best 
course of action to protect the opocio3 or habitat in question. 

Roforonco 

Sutton,Philip. 1985. Tho Victorian Native Flora and Fauna Guarantee, 
Parkwatch (National Parko Association of Victoria), No. 1^*0, 
Autumn. / 

«**#* ***«•* 

COMPTOSTA VTTT'AT* EDVARDS (BOKBYLIIDAE) IN THE 3IG DESERT 

I 

Ian Faithfull, 83 Easoy Street, Collingwood, Vic., 3066 

Earlier this year I was fortunate to moot Mr. David Yeatos 
during ono of my visits to tho Museum of Victoria. David is 
studying tho 3 y 3 tematics of tho Comnto.si n (Bombyliidao) for his 
PhD thesis at the University of Queensland and kindly consented 
to identify tho few bombyliids in my collection. Among these 
tJoro a male and female of C. vittatn Edwards taken near Rod Bluff 
in the Big Dosert, north wost Victoria. 

C. vittata is a largo fly with black wings, tipped white, 
and it was a very conspicuous and common component c/f tho Doser.t 
fauna in early November of 1d81|. Tho specimens wore taken in con. 
in a Broombrush ( Baocki r. bVhrii (Schlechtendal) F. I.uell, ) 'domi¬ 
nated area immediately below and to tho vest of Rod Bluff. Two 

To page 73. 
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BOTANY FOR ENTOMOLOGISTS i RECOMMENDED TEFT3 
Peter Corvardino, 2b Victoria Road, Malvern, Vic.,31 2 * 1 *" 
(Substance of talk to the Entomological SociGty of Victoria, Juno, 1 

GENERAL BOTANY 

A Handbook to Plants in Victoria 

J. H. Villio, Melbourne University Press, Vol. 1, 1970, Vol. 2. 1972 
Keys to all native and naturalised alion plants in Victoria. 

Volume 1. Ferns, Conifers and Konocotylodons (includes grassec and 
b edges). 

Volume 2. Dicotyledons. 

The Families and Genera of Victorian Plants 

School of Botany, Univorsity of Molbourno, 1977* 

All editions after 1967 do not include monocotyledons. 

Key to genera level only. 

Flora of the Sydney Region 

Beadle, Evans nnd Carolin, Reed, 1972. 

Keys to plants growing from Nowra to Newcatlo, including the Blue . 
Mountains. Colour/black and white photos, drawings. 

Plants of Western New South Vales 

Cunningham, Mulharo, Milthorpe and Loigh, Soil Conservation Service 
of New South Vales, 1981. 

Excellent colour photos, drawings, descriptive text. 

Flora of New South Vales 

National Herbarium of New South Vales. Several volumes. 

1 have not sighted this myself. 

Flora of Central Australia 

The Australian Systematic Botany Society, Rood, 1981. 

Koys, drawings. - - 

Flora of the Australian Capital Territory 
Nancy T. Burbidge and Max Gray. 

Australian National University Press, Canberra, 19/9* 

Keys, drawings. 

Flora of South Australia 

J. M. Black, South Australia Government Printer. 

Part 1. 107 c.. Most of the monocots (includes grasses and sedges). 
Part 2. 

• S 

Recommended 
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Part 3» 

Part Families Oloaceae to Compositae. 

Kayo, drawings. 

The' Student 1 a Flora of Tasmania I 

Wlnifrod M. Curtis and Dennis L. Morris, Tasmanian Government 
Printer, 1975* 

3 parts. 

Keys, drawings. 

Flora of Australia 

About 40 volumes, by families. 

Keys, maps, drawings, colour photop. 

Native Plants of Queensland , 

Keith A. V. Williams, 1984. 

2 volumes. Colour photos. 

A Guido to Australian Native Plants 

A. M. Blombory, Angus and Robertson, 19^7« 

Keys, descriptions, propagation, drawings. 

The Families of Flowering Plants 
J. Hutchinson, Oxford University Press, 1973* 

* Native Trees and Shrubs of South-Eastern Australia 

Loon Coetermans, Rigby, 1981. 

Description, mops, colour photos. 

Collins Field Guide to the Wlldflowers of South-East Australia 

Jean Galbraith, Collins, Sydney, 1977* 

Brisbane to Adelaide, drawings and colour photos. 

Australian Rain Forest Troon 

'•V, D. Francis, Australian Government Publishing Service, .Canberra, 
1981. 

Black and white photos, text. 

Keys to the Families and Genera of Queensland Flowering Plants 

Clifford and Ludlow, University of Queensland Press, 1978. 

. A Flola Guide to Australian Trees 
Ivan llolidny and Ron Hill, Rigby, Adolaido, 1969 . 

Block and white photos, text. 
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Australian Plants, Tholr Botnny and Propagation 

A bibliography. 

Reference nnd Information Sorvicoa, Stato Library of Tasmania, 
Autumn, 1981 

VEEDS 

Noxious Woods of Victoria > 

V. T. Parson, Inkata Proas, 1973* 

Colour photos, distribution maps, text. 

A Field Guido to Vends in Australia 

Charlo3 Lamp nnd Frank Collet, Inkata Proas, 197^. 

Colour photos, text. 

GRASSES 

* Tho Grasses, Particularly those of Victoria, Australia 
Suzanne L. Dulgan, Botany School, University of Melbourne, 198**. 
Keys, text - structure of grasses, diagrams. 

Australian Grasses ' 

Nnncy T. Burbidge, Angus and Robertson, Sydney. 3 vols. '\$66 f 19^8,- 

1970. 

Australian Grass Genera 

L. Vatson nnd M. J» Dnllwitz, Research School of Biological Soienoes 
Australian National University, Canberra, 1980. 

Keys. 

ACACIAS 

* A Field Guido to Victorian Wattles 

F. J. C. Rogers, 1968 . 

Descriptions, drawings. 

Acncias of South Australia 

D. J. E. Vibley, South Australian Government, 1980. 

Keys, text, colour/blnck and white photos, drawings. 

Acncias of Now South Wales • 

Inez Armitngo,. NSW Division, Society for Growing Australian Plants, 

1971. 

Colour photos, drawings. 

Acacias of Australia 

Marion II.| Simmons, Nolson, 1?S1 
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KUCALVPTS 


A Clar/alf icatlon cf tho Sucalvpts 

L. D. Prycr and L.A.S Johnston, Australian National Univorsity Proas, 
Canberra, 1971* 

Eucalyptus Buds and Fruit 

C» M. Chippondalo, Australian Government Publishing Sorvico, Can- 
borra, 1981« 

» Eucalypts 

Stan Kelly, Nelson 1982, 

2 volumes« Colour paintings and text. 

» A Field Guido to Sucalvpts 

Brookpr and Kloinig, Inkata Press, Melbourne, 1983. 

2 volo. Colour plates, distribution maps, text. 

* t 

<****«• ***** 

A NOTE ON RBPSIMUS MANXCATUS MONTANUS LEA » 

(COLEOPTEHA J £ CARABAEIDAE t RUTELINAE) 

Ian Faithfull, 83 Easoy St., Collingwood, Vic., 3066 

Prom 27 to 30 December 1983 largo numbors of Ropslmus 

mar.lcntua nontanua Lea woro observed mating on and eating the 
1 * , • 

loaves, especially the fresh tips, of Rive." Bottlebrush, Call - 
istemon naludosus , growing along the bank of tho Ovens River 
• near Eurobin (not far from tho type locality of Bright) in north 

oast Victoria. Individuals woro seen in flight during the middlo 
of tho day and during the aftornoon but feeding and aggregation 
was restricted to the Cnllistcnion . 

As far as can bo dotorminod the food plants for adults of 
tho species have not boon previously recorded. Anothor member of 
the genus, R. aonoua (F.), is known to consume two other plants 
of tho family Myrtaceao, Eucalyptus corymbose Sm. and Euronla 
tlerncvana F. Muoll. (Carne, 1958).. Cal1istonon paludosus is 
found on rivor banks “ospocially in fairly open roclcy valleys., 
at lower elevations either sido of tho Main Divide" (Costormans, 
1983 ). Its distribution apparently encompasses all localities 
listed by Carne (1958) where R. m. mant.-ums has been found cxccpi 
perhaps Boga, where C. citrinus (Curt.) Stapf ocourt, the Goul- 
burn River, a tributary of the Hunter in N.S.V., Mt. Kosciusko, 
whero C. siobori. DC. occurs and Lismore in N.S.U. 
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Specimens of R. m. nontnnus from ffiurobin exhibited c rang® 
of colorations from a bright, very glossy, metallic green, through 
n duller green to distinctly purplish black undorlain by the groon. 
After killing with ethyl acetate the purple faded somewhat and 
the black became more dominant. This variation led to some con- x 
fusion ns Carne (1958) described montrmus as differing from the 
other subspecies R. m. mnnlcntus (Swortx) in having a "consist¬ 
ently uniform green coloration" among other things. Material in 
the Museum of Victoria shows tho same colour variations, and Loa 
(lb 19 ) in his original description of' montnr.us as a variety had 
noted thnt when "seen from behind the whole upper-surface of some 
specimens appears blackish-purple". Confusion can only arise when 
examples of the two subspecies are not available for comparison, 

'the purplish nontnnus being within the colour rango for this sub¬ 
species (Carne, 1985* pors. comm.). 

A phenomenon reported by Came (1957) may explain these 
colour differences. Larvae of Ar.oplognathus hlrsutus Burmeistor 
he roared in the laboratory under conditions of excessive moisture 
transformed into adults with a "purple lustro ... characteristic 
of individuals that havo spent their larval stages in unusually 
damp situations". Such an extreme colour variant of A. hirsutus 

was described by Arrow in 1901 as a separate species. Tho larval 

/ 

stages of Ropslmus are found in very sandy soils along the banks 
of rivers (Carne, 1958) and tho Ovens River flats around Eurobln 
are heavily irrigated to grow tobacco, thus providing the necessary 
high moisture levels. 

I am grateful to Dr. A. Nobolss for allowing access to the 
Museum of Victoria collection and to Dr, P.B. Carne for his help¬ 
ful comments on my draft and for confirming the ‘ identification 
of the- Repsimu3 . 

References 

Carne, P.B. 1957, A revision of tho Rutelino genus Anoplognathus 

Loach (Coleoptern t Scarabaeidae). Aust. J. Zool . 5(l)188-143 
Carne, P.B. 1958, A review of the Australian Rutolinao (Coleoptera 
Scarnbnoidao). Aust. J. Zool . 6(2)tl62-246 
Costormnns, Loon. 1983, Motive Trees and Shrubs of South Eastern 
Australia . Revised Edition, Rigby. 

Loa, A.M. 1519 , Kotos on some miscellaneous Coleoptera, with des¬ 
criptions of now spocios. Port V, Trans. Roy. Soc. S. Aust. 
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HZMBEIS* NOTICES 


Members in need of llteraturo, equipment, information, oto. 
art anoouragad to submit notloea for incluaion in the Victorian Bnt 
omolotriet . Thoae are published free of charge. Notices concerning 
aale of apecimona will not be printed. 

a 

SCORPION Would anyone knowing exact locations of the burrowing 

aoorplon Urodnoua annatua ( a small yellowiah or reddish 
brown soorpion, adults approximately 7 cm long, burrows 
15-35 cm deep) please contact Mr. J. Fell, c/o the Zool¬ 
ogy Department, LsTrobe University, Bundoora, 3083. 


From page 67 . Comptoala vlttath . 

copulating pairs wore soon in this locality about 4 pm on Nov¬ 
ember 5 but no pairs were seen elawhoro from 3 to 6 Novombor. 

, Maloa (presumably) were observed on the top of the Bluff defend¬ 
ing territories against hllltopping Painted Lady butterflies and 
Dlrphla Skippers ( Hotnslngha dlrphln trlmnculata (Topper)). In 
the flattor, sandy country around the Red Bluff campsite territ¬ 
ories of a few metres extent were maintained with the Insects 
darting around to investigate other passing insects, and tross- 
passors of their own species. There was an abundance of blossom 
(Loptospormum my rslnoldos Sohlochtondol, L, lnovlgntum vax. 
mlnuB ?• Muoll. ex Benth., Euonlyptus lncrnssata Lablll. and 
£°Ay . tr - 1- x totragona Lablll.) but no Comptoala wore seen foeding. 

Large, spiny dlpteran pupal oases were not uncommon in the 
white sand areas around Red Bluff and one of those collected 
was a bombylid (identified by Yoatos). The larval biology rem¬ 
ains elusive however,and will provide a rewarding study. All 
bombylid larvae are thought to bo parnsitlc on the eggs and 
larvae of other insects (Colless and McAlpine, 1970 ). 

Reference j\. 

. I 

Colless,-D.H. and McAlpine, D.K. (WO). Diptorn, Ch. 34 in CSIRO 
T he Insects of Australia : Melbourne University Press. 
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Minutes of the Council Mooting 20 September 
Native Flora and Fauna Guarantee 
Boetlcc from tho Goonalrk Range by K. Pullen 
Comptosla vlttnta in tho Big Dosort by X. Faithful! 
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*5 November 

31 Nov. 1 Dec. or 
7 & 8 Docemoor 

13 Docember 


DIARY OF COMING' ,EY2NTS' 

pm - Dr. J.A. Edgar, CSIRO Animal Health s 
Feeding Biology of Danaid Butterflies. 

- Council Meeting 

- Proporsd Excursion to look for Hemjphlobia 

rrlrabilis . 

- Members Night. Exhibits, slides, notes’, 
etc. requested. 


The issue of this document doos NOT constitute formal 
publication. It should not be reviewed, abstracted or 
quoted’ from without the consent • ’ .tho author or tho 
Council of the Victorian Entomological Society, Authors 
clone aro rosponoiblo for tho vics/s expressed. 
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THE ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 


Membership 

Any person with an interest in entomology shall be eligible 
for Ordinary Membership. Members of the Society include profess¬ 
ional, amateur and student entomologists, all of whom receive 
the Society's News Bulletin, the Victorian Entomologist. 

Objectives 

The aims of the Society are i 

(a) to stimulate the scientific study and discussion of all 
aspects of entomology, 

(b) to gather, disseminate and -record knowledge of all identif¬ 
iable Australian insect species, 

(c) to compile a comprehensive list of all Victorian insect 
species and 

(d) to bring together in a congenial but scientific atmosphere 
all persons interested in entomology. 

Meetings 

The Society's meetings are held at Clunios Ross House, 
National Science Centro, 191 Royal Parade, Parlcvillo, Victoria, 
at 8 pm on the third Friday of oven months, with tho possible 
exception of tho Docembor meeting which may bo held earlier. 
Lectures by guest speakers or members are a feature of many 
meetings at which thoro is amplo opportunity for informal dis¬ 
cussion between members with similar interests. Forums are also 
conducted by members on their own particular interest so that 
others may participate in discussions. 

Annual Subscriptions 


Ordinary Member . $10.00 

Country Member ... $ 8.00 (100 km + from GPO) 

Student Member ............. $ 5 .00 

Associate Member $ 2.00 (no magazine) 


No additional foe is payable for overseas posting by surface mail 
of tho News Bulletin. Associate Members, resident at the same 
address as, and being immediate relatives of an Ordinary Member, 
do not automatically receive a copy of the Society's publications 
but in all other respects rank as Ordinary Membors. 


Contributions to the Victorian Entomologist 

The Society welcomes contributions of articles, papers or 
notes pertaining to any aspect of entomology for publication in 
the Nows Bulletin. Contributions are not restricted to members 
but are invited from all who have an interest. Material submitted 
should be responsible and original. Statements and opinions ex¬ 
pressed are tho responsibility of the respective authors and do 
not necessarily reflect the policies of the Society. 

When contributions aro typed it would bo of groat assistance 
if they are typed on Ak (international Quarto) papsr, one and a 
half spaced with triple spacing between paragraphs and a margin 
of 3 cm. 

Advertising 

The charge for advertising is $5*00 per half page. 


Cover design by G. Milledge. 

Danaus ploxippus plexippus (life size) on map of Victoria 









MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING 18 OCTOBIJ? 1985 

A Vice-President, D. Crosby, chaired the meeting, which openad at 

8.10 pm. 

Apologies: J. {■. G. Burns, D. Johnson, A.L. Yen. 

Attendance: P. Cnrwardine, K. Cl.nrk, L. Dunn, I. Faithfull, 

R. & J. Field, D. j. Holnes, M. Hunting, 

P. Kelly, M. Lo Souflf, R. Matthews, T. New, 

T. Owen, D. f\ N. Stewart, R. Vagi, K. Walker. 
Minutes: Minutes of tho August general meeting were 

received. (La Souef/Clark). 

Tho Vice-President then introduced Dr John Edgar (CSIRO, Animal 
Health), n leading expert on the biology of irlllcweod butterflies, 
to talk on 'Feeding Biology of Donald Butterflies'. After a wide- 
ranging talk, which attracted many ewestions and much comment, tho 
speaker was thanked by P. Kelly, who paid tribute to the expertise 
and enthusiasm shown. 

Detailed by tho Secretary and received, 
t: Deferred, due to the absence of the Treasurer. 

I. Faithfull commented on the slightly low 
standard of the Victorian Entomologist and 
appealed for articles for forthcoming issues. 

K. Walker and P. Cnrvardine outlined several 
possibilities for forthcoming excursions. 

After discussion, it was decided to hold an 
excursion to Lake Mountain on December 7, 
participants to meet at the junction of the 
Maroondah Highway and Marysville Road (Nar- 
bethong) at 10.30 am. 

1. Survey Results. The Secretary reported briefly 
on results of the survey of members' prefer¬ 
ences for meetings, and appealed for any fur¬ 
ther forms to be sent to him as soon as poss¬ 
ible. 

. Constitutional Review. The Secretary reported 
that a revised draft constitution will soon 
bo produced. 

3. Disclaimer. The Secretary outlined the need 
for a Changed disclaimer for the Victorian 
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Exhibitsi 


Entomologist to safegaurd members' statements. 
The final wording will, bo discussed at the Nov¬ 
ember Council Meeting. 

a) D. ilolmost two drawers of Indonesian danninos. 

b) K. Clarki a largo bolostomatid bug from Towns¬ 
ville, known locally as the "Giant Fish Killer". 

c) R. Fiold: (i) Rjpne of Pseudnlmonus chlorlnda , 
Hesperilla ornata and _H. idothea . 

(ii) Galls of TrlchIlonas ter on Acacia 
pycnaritha , brought to the meeting by P. Kelly. 

(iii) Requested any records of paiier 
wasp nests (Australian species) for possible 

' use in screening parasites of European Wasp. 

d) I. Faith full: (i) An Onthopha ,"ns burrow with 
dung, (ii) A cony of the Land Conservation 
Council East Gippslnnd Roport, containing a 
section on insects. 

e) M. Lo Souef: Some old issues of Nature lovers 
Notes (1930s) for possible deposition with the 
FNCV. 


D. Crosby reminded members that the December 13 meeting was to be 
a Members' Night, for which exhibits and notes were requested. 

The meeting closed at 10.15 pin. 

T. Noiii, 

Hon. Secretary. 


MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING 15 NOVEMBER 1985 

The President, J. Burns, opened the mooting at 8 pm. 


D. Holmes, M. Lo Souef, K. Walker. 

G. Burns, P. Cnrwardino, D. Crosby, I. Faithfull, 
M. Hunting, P. Kelly, T. Now. 

Minutes of tho Soptomber Council mooting were 
received(Kelly/G. Burns). 

Dotailed and received (Carwardine/Faitlifull) . 
Treasurer's Report: G. Burns provided tho following details. 

Total credit balance $2462.29) Memorial Fund 
$ 1616 . 15 . There are 58 financial members. In 
reply to a question, details of tha Society's 
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investment' worn provided. Recnivnd (Crosby/ 

Fa itbfnll) . 

Editor's Reports I. Faithfull raised severe] met.tern. 1. An 

nppnro"t rise in printing costs, which would 
lie queried by the Treasurer. ii. Tho urqent 

need for more envelopess to be purchased. 

\ 

Hi. Tliere is need for more articles for forth¬ 
coming issues. Various measures taken in an 
effort to ohtain these were outlined, incl¬ 
uding writing to speakers at recent meetings 
ronuestinq a summary of their talk. iv. 'Rem¬ 
inders' are to be sent to the 8 currently un- 
financial members in tho December issue, 
v. The new cover design for Vol If) is to be 
implemented. Received (G. Durns/Carvardine). 

Excursions! P. Carwardine detailed arrangements for the 

excursion to Lako Mountain on December 7. See 
elsewhere in this issue. Various suggestions 
were made for ~n excursion later in tile season. 
There was general agreement that an ovenlnp 
of l.i qhr-trapplnq in early ffarcb would be of 
interest, and the Secretary would enquire 
about possible localities. 

General Business! 1.L" Soucf Memorial Award. The Secretary reported 
that tiie Committee had met and considered the 
several very worthy nominations received. A 
decision lias boon made in principle, hut an 
announcement is deferred pending clarification 
of the limits of amateur status. 

2. Questionnaire, The Secretary detailed the 
results of the questionnaire on members wants 
fnr meetings (see summary elswhere), and var¬ 
ious points arising seemed useful pointers to 
future proqramminq. 

1. Tiie final wordlnq for the disclaimer to appear 
in the Victorian Entomologist from Vol.1f5(l) 
was discussed. 

ENTRECS. The onqolnq "problems of the ENTRECS 
scheme were discussed at lenqth. It is hoped 
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to publish tlio preliminary buttorfly distribr- 
ution maps within a few months. 

5. Programme. Details of moetiu,- for the first 
half of 1080 wore discussed. Tlio April mootin 
is to bo a workshop on 'Insect Genitalia', 
and it is hoped that soveral mombors will con 
tribute. 

6. The President reminded Council that the Dec¬ 
ember mooting is to bo a member's nijht with 
refreshments afterwards. 

7* P. Carwardine commented on the poor photo¬ 
copying standard of the last issue of the 
Victorian Entomologist . The Editor n^roed to 
raise this matter with thoso responsible. 

Tho nicotine closed at 9.50 pm. 

T. New, 

Mon. Secretary. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Subscriptions for 193(> become duo shortly. 
Ploaso forward them to tho lion. Treasurer. 
Members currently unfinancial rocoivo a 
special reminder in this issue. 


GENERAL MEETING OF 13 DECEMBER 

Members' Nleht and Christmas Breakup. Members are requested to 
brine exhibits, slides,etc. The mootine is followed by supper 
so ploaso brine n plate of sandwiches, calces or other edibles. 
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NOTES ON THE MELBOURNE ZOO BUTTERFLY HOUSE 
D.F. Crosby, "Jh Glops St., 3ast "(■Ihoume, 300S 

In my article in the Jun" 1 3 S 3 issue of the Victorian Ent ¬ 
omologist I jn.vn n. detailed description of tHo display house nnd 
ancillary omenitios together with our breeding plans. 

Much water has passed under the oridpo sinee I started work 
at tlie Zoo on the projeet in April. By mid-November the nain 
public display house was nearly finished. Desipn problems were 
encountered with the shadecloth "blinds" on the roof. Those have 
now been overcome and the blinds should be installed by the end 
of November. Minor problems were experienced with the ventilation 
system and it was decided to fit evaporative coolers immediately 
rather than hope that we would (jet thronph a summer without them, 
depending only on the roof and adequate ventilation. 

Our horticultural advisors felt that, as the temperature in¬ 
side the bouse could rise by up to 15 *C above the outside on a 
hot summer day, even a few days of 33 C outside could kill many 
of the plants inside. Tests with the butterflies also confirmed 
that many died in dry beat over 'lO* C. The evaporative coolers 
will therefore keep the temperature to 0 maximum of 3 r ’*C and at 

the same tine increase the humidity. This may be uncomfortable 

\ 

for the people but it will at least preserve the plants and but¬ 
terflies. 

The previously set minimum of 15°C has been reduced to about 
10* C to reive the plants cooler nipdits and save on bentinrT costs, 
which will be substantial any way. This will not affect the butter 
flies. 

Experimentation in the brooding bouse proved that only one 
type of lijjht would be needed, so the propsed sodium and ultra¬ 
violet lights will be dispensed with. The metal halide lamps are 
very efficient end should produce sufficient UV lirrbt to satisfy 
the plants and butterflies. 

With temporary hessian roof covers in place, the mechanical 
systems were tested, adjusted and finally accepted. Plants were 
then put in with special sterilised soil to stop root funrus 
problems and mulched with ft no nine bark. Tn all, about ?~0 var¬ 
ieties of plants were used - nearly all tropical or subtropical 
typec. A watering system was installed and finally the lifdlts 
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tested. Presto! It nil worked. 

But wliat would the butterflies do? In ovorsens displays, nr.d 
even in our own breeding house, it had been found necessary to 
cover the inside of tho glass walls with fine netting to stop the 
butterflies battering thornselves. We felt that in this exhibit 
with such on attractive, spacious plant display with lots of nec¬ 
tar flowers, maybe they would ignore the glass. So with baited 
breath, on the afternoon of November IT, with ouito a few spect¬ 
ators (fingers crossed), wo released IS Orchard butterflies, 10 
Wanderers and 12 Orange Lncewings into the house. Of course they 
flow straight to tho sunny west wall. Our'hearts dropped. But 
next dry, with tho sun from tho oast and north, tliov wore flying 
about happily, oven mating, witli only an occasional brush with 
the glass. 

Since then wo have boon adding moro specimens daily and it 
looks as if tho moro there are the loss they go to tho glass. 

But tho real test will come when wo remove the fairly dark hessian 
from tho roof and replace it with shadecloth, at tho end of Nov- 
omb er. 

Originally the official opening was to have boon on November 
7 but it bocamo obvious that this would bo impossible, so it was 
put back until December 11. By tlion wo hope to havo sovornl hun¬ 
dred butterflies in tbo display house. Tho opening will bo perf¬ 
ormed by Mr. Kenneth Ilyer, whoso family have boon substantial 
bono factors to tho Zoo for many years. 

On that day wo will havo largo numbers of Orchard butterflies 
and Orango Lacowings, witli varying numbers of Wanderers, Canopus 
buttorflios, Ambrax butterflies, Common Browns, Australian Admirals, 
Painted Ladies, Wood Whites, Macloay's Swallowtails and, hopefully, 
about 20 Ulysses Swallowtails (still pupno). It will bo very int¬ 
eresting to soo bow tho Ulyssos roact in tho display. 

A small handbook witli excellent coloured illustrations by 
Charles McCubbin has boon prepared to introduco visitors, part¬ 
icularly childron, to tho brooding of butterflies at homo. Those 
will bo economically priced and should encourage moro intorost in 
buttorflios. 

External finishing touchos are now under way. Tho plaza area 
is being pavod and a most impressive instructional display stand 
with buttorflios painted on glazed commie nnuols is nearly comp- 
loto. Tho surrounding land is boing landscapod with native plants 
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so as to croato a pleasant viou from both indsido and outside the 
display liouso. 

Somo of the things wo have loax-nod over tho last eight months 
ares -the larvno oat more than we imagined; 

-common plants aro not always nvnilablo in largo numbers 
whoa you noed thorn; 

-food plants not normally cultivated take a lot of finding 
and grow very slowly; 

-you can't make butterflies mate if they do not have ideal 
surroundings; * - 

-some Swallowtail larvae wander long distances before they 
pupate; 

-you can't handle larvno too often, when transferring from 
plant to plant; 

-onton foodplants take a long time to recover; 
-environmental control is critical. 

Woil, wo aro looming and by this time next yer" the oxliibit 
will bo really outstanding. i3ut come and see it after the opening. 
I think you will enjoy it. it is really something quite different. 


ALTIMETERS FOR ENTOMOLOGISTS, NATURALISTS, BUSHVALKERS 

Nigel Quick, 10 Kevin Court, Donvalo, Victoria, 3111 

Some time ago I queried the availability of affordable pocket 
altimetors to enable collectors to enter this most desirable info¬ 
rmation on data sheets. 

After somo shopping around, I found a rather neat little unit, 
supplied in a vinyl case, and small enough to be carried in a shirt 
pocket. The instument is fitted with a ring for carrying on a thong 
or nock-chain <?-.c. , or may bo removed from its case, and flange 
mounted flush on a car dash. 

Tho unit is calibrated in motors (and millibars) in 50 motor 
divisions to 1)500 motors, may bo adjusted for barometric variations, 
and would woigli only about 150 grams. Tho best price I could obtain 
was from bush Gear Australia, now amalgamated into Mountain Designs, 
377 Little bourke Struct, Melbourne ( 07 - 2586 ), who retail it at 
527.20 STI, or 520,20 posted (promptly, too). 
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BOTANY FOR ENTOMOLOGISTS PART 2s PLANT IDENTIFICATION 
Peter Carwardinn, 2a Victorin Rond, Malvern, Vic,, 31^1 
(Substance of talk to tito Entomological Society of Victorin, June, 1 

Entomologists Rso.y wish to know tbo identity of plants for 
various reasons. You tiny bo able to identify larvae by veiny 
n food plant lint such its tbo excellent one contnined in Butt ¬ 
erflies of Australis (Common n.nd Vntorbonee, 1072 / 10 , 31 ), or 
yon mny need to find nddltionn.1. supplies of tbo ninnt or n related 
one to food larvae you linvo collected. 

Plants can bo identified by taklny thorn to a State Herbarium 
(or postin'; them and WAITINGl), As far as I know this is a froo 
service in every state. But be reasonable, do not take truckloads 
in, tell them who you are and what you are doiny and you will 
yot a better service than Joe Blow wantlnfl to know *vhnt is this 
pretty flower?’ By this means you may build up some good will 
and further information, such as where the plant occurs, may be 
sou rbt, 

If you are a member of a Field Naturalist Club or the Soc¬ 
iety for Girowiny Australian Plants (SO'.r) you may find help 
ano.if; tbo other members. Most of the societies do a little in 
the way of tenchinp plant identification. 

The Council of Adult Education (CAE) holds plant ident¬ 
ification courses in Melbourne, and from time to time there 
is an evenin'; course for beginners at the University of Melb¬ 
ourne (check with the author if intorostod). You niyht like to 
’do it yourself and tills is possible with the help of such 
books as thoso I listed in tho last issue of the Victorian Ent ¬ 
omologist . After buildiilR up some expertise you will often bo 
able to do ’on tbo spot’ identifications. There aro two ways 
to fro about this. You may use books with colour picturos, and 
for Victoria you could not do much hotter than Na tive Troos an d 
Shrubs of C ou th Eastern Australia. (Corterm-ns, inni). Mowovcr 
by themselves such books have, limitations since only tho plant 
illustrated can bo identified, and positive idontification may 
often bo difficult because, rear* from tbo picture, there may 
only bn a location am 1 brief description riven, Tbo value of s 
those books is increased if they are used to.ret 1 ’or with books 
of a second type, wbic’’ use the Keyinr System. 

Victoria is well catered for in this reyard by A Handbook 
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to Plants In Vu:uiri.-i (;/illis, 1J>70, 197-). Tills is in two voi- 
iuiios, ono covering tlio monocotylocloii 3 , and tlio other the dicoty¬ 
ledons, and tlio volumes may bo purchased separately. 

Koying systems wort: by giving n list of multiple choice 
descriptions of parts of tlio plant etc. , and after choosing the 
one that appllea to your plant, you move on to another list 
covering another part of tlio plant. After’ passing through a few 
more of those lists you find the species. This is the best method 
for plant identification but some perseverance and practice is 
necessary. Chech everything you seo in the bush for practice and 
you will soon bo able to go directly to the correct family or 
Conus without going through all the stops. Should you pick the 
wrong description in the hey you will usually realise because 
you come to a dead end and cannot progress, or you end im with 
an impossible identification. Go bach to the beginning and chock 
each question with more care. Do not just go down the list and 
stop at the first ono that sooms correct i chock right through 
to tho end for there may bo another which is more correct. 

Whou using A handbook to the Plants of Victoria you have 
first to know whether your plant is a monocot. or a dicot. Tho 
following 'key' can ho used for this purpose. However you will 
find many exceptions to those rules, so the more characteristics 
you can chock on tji'o hotter. 

llio hoy system is n bit -off—putting when you come across 
descriptions like : 'shrub with slender decumbent stems, beset 
all over with a groy-volvoty touentum. Drnnchlots and petioles 
puboscont with short stellate hairs. Leaves alternate, linear 
to oblancoolate, never hastate'. One solution to this problem 
of terminology is a hooJ; published by tho SGAP - Tlio Lnnruaao 
of Botany - a dictionary of botanical terms. This booh is not 
widely avnilablo but can bo obtainod through tho author for 
about J10. Tlio Homi lies and Genera of Victorian Plants (bchool 
of Botany, Melbourne University, IO 70 ) has some useful drawings 
illustrating tho different loafshapes, loaf arrangements, flower 
arrangements and fruit typos. This hook is also more easily 
obtainod via tho author. 


I art 3 of this series will include information 
collect useful samples for herbarium identification 
prosorvo thorn. 


on how to 
and how to 
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BOOK REVIEW 


Insect Pests of Trees and Timber In Tasmania . 

H.J. Elliott and D.V. de Little. 

Forestry Commission, Tasmania. 5>0 pp. Price 37*50 (undated) 

The numerous insects associated with, and causing; daman's to, 
trees in south-eastern Australia not only cause considerable tax¬ 
onomic confusion, but their recognition and treatment is a high 
priority in timber protection. This short book, written by two 
experienced forest entomologists, aims Lo bo 'a useful reference 
for foresters, sawmillors, farmers, pari: managers, home rFdoners, 
students and anyone interested in trees, timber and insects'. 

A brief introduction to insect classification and biology 
is followed by notes on symptoms of insect attack on trees before 
loading on to the bulk of the book - a series of chapters exemp¬ 
lifying the insect posts of various kinds of trees and timber. 
Those include considerable biological information on a wide 
range of insects, organised by feeding habit. Many insects and 
feeding habits are well illustrated by an excellent sorios of 
nearly 100 colour photographs. These will bo valuable to many 
jjeople finding insects on trees and wanting to know 'what they 
are and what they do', and help tile book- fulfill its stated aim. 

A final chaptor discusses control measures. 

This book is firstly excellent value and, secondly, .an 
admirable introduction to Australian forest entomology. ;;mr- 
of the insects illustrated extend well beyond Tasmania, and tlio 
book will bo oxLromoly useful In Victoria and tlirougliout much 
of south-eastern Australia. It could form the basis of a much 
moro detailed compendium, which I hope the authors may ho temptod 
to consider. 

T. E. Mow* 


HIRATOM 

In the article "Some Beetles from tlio Goonr.iirk Range, East 
Gippsland" ( Vic . Ent . 15(5), October 1985) a correction should 
be noted in tlio species list. Morvx has boon shown by John Law¬ 
rence to belong to the Zopheridno as currontly understood, and 
not to the Morycidno. Tho mistake was made by the Editor. Thanks 
to the author, Kim Pullen, for pointing out tho error. 
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RESULTS OF QUESTIONNAIRE ON MEMBERS' ATTITUDES TOWARDS MEETINGS 

Twelve ropllcs wnrn received, virtually ell. from members who 
rcyulnrlv attend nr'^H ny! tlm comments were, es expected, diverse 
and it in tH.fftcuIt to generalise on the results. There nrn spec¬ 
ific exceptions to nearly oil the comments wbj.eb follow. 

Ho in 'LUCES' were informn lily and communicit ion between mem¬ 
bers, with exhibits end tbe opportunity to exchange information. 
This wes sometimes curtailed by too much nr ten lony formal bus — 
ines.s. 

'DISLIKES' Included too nuct business (although J.t wes epp- e 
restated tbet this bes become mono streoml.ined) f late starts end 
'.tony boriny lectures': four respondents listed no dislikes, 

BUSINESS PROCEDURES wore preferred nfter the mein feature of 
the ovoninrr nnd should bo kept ns brief ns prectj.cnblo. The FRE¬ 
QUENCY, time end VENUE for meetinys wore ell generally acceptable, 

PRIORITIES FOB CONTENT varied considore.blyj Severn! respond¬ 
ents noted that all meetings wore yood if well done, and poor if 
not, end that vorictv was essential. Instruction sessions nnd 
ta.lks/locturos wore yenora.lly ranked hiyher then extended exhib¬ 
its nnd slide shows. Members yenor-lly EXPECTED instruction end 
ndvice from meetinys, and this should be provj.dod in en accept¬ 
able nnd ontertnininy manner. The problems of attracting junior 
mombors were recoynisod nnd tbe possibility was mined of iss- 
uiny specific invitations to one or more schools or clubs for 
each mcetiny. 

Two possible cbnnyes to meetinys were mooted: 

i, A short instruction session (cn 10 minutes) oech mcetiny; 

ii. Specific exhibits from one or kro nrnbem each meetiny with 
a'schedule' so that most attendees would exhibit about once 
n year. 

I will esk for comments on tboso snygos,lions at tbe December 
meetiny. 

Thanks to all those who took the trouble to reply. Tbe Coun¬ 
cil bopc.s that improvements to mootings may result. 

T.R. New, 

Ron. Secretary. 


Summer is with us once ayain. Collectors nnd students of entomol- 
oyy enyerly take to the field, armed with the necessary impedim¬ 
enta nnd the doy-enred notebook. Tbe old haunts always bold new 
discoveries and tbe new areas a wealth of interostlny thinys. 
Accurate notes prove to be a boon later on when nropnrtny your 
contribution to the Victorian Entomologist . Contributions aro 
always welcome. Deadline for the next issue Is January 11. 
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MEMBERS' NOTICES 


Mombors in need of literature, equipment, information, etc. 
are encouraged to submit notices for inclusion in the Victorian Ent 
omolofrist . Those are published free of charge. Notices concerning 
sale of spociinons will not bo printod. 


AUSTRALIAN ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY 17th AGM and 
Scientific Conference, Tanunda, r 'nrossa Valley, South 
Australia, 10-1May 1086. See enclosed brochure for 
profirnmmo and registration details. 

EXCURSION TO LAKE MOUNTAIN 

Saturday 7 December 1985 

10.30 am at St. Fillnns (road junction about 87 
km from Melbourne on the Mnroondnh Highway via 
Lilydalo and lloalosvillo). Lako Mountain is a 
further 30 km and latecomers should moot thoro. 
llroadbont No. 301. 150 km around Melbourne. 
Broadbont No. 222. Melbourne's North-East Hill 
Country. 

Natinap Australia 1 *250,000. Warburton. 

Natmap Australia 1*100,000. Alexandra. 

Food and Petrol* Available at Mealosvillo. 

Enquiries* Poter Carwnrdino 56 1 7999 (Office), 2118958 (homo). 



Meet 1 


Haps 1 


The President and Office Bearers wish all 
mombors a' very merry Christmas and happv 
New Year. Good collecting I 
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DIARY OF COMING EVENTS 

- Excursion to Lake Mountain . Meet at St. 
Fillans near Wnrbothong, 10.30 nm. Details 
page 86, 

- General Mooting. Members Night and Christ¬ 
mas Breakup. Exhibits, slides, notes, otc. 
requested. Please hring a pinto. 

- General Meeting* Dr. T.R, Newt The Entom ¬ 
ology of the Krakatau Islands . 

- Council Meetino 


The issue of this document does NOT constitute formal 
publication. It should not be reviewed, abstracted or 
quoted from without the consont of the author or the 
Council of the Victorian Entomological Society. Authors 
alone are responsible for the views expressed. 
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tlio Society's News bulletin, tlie Victorinn Entomologis t. 

Objectives 

Tlie aims of tlie Society are i 

(a) to stimulate the scientific study and discussion of all 
aspects of entomology, 
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iable Australian insect species, 

(c) to compile a comprehensive list of all Victorian insect 
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all persons interested In entomology. 

Meetings 

The Society's meetings are held at Clunies Ross House, 
National Science Centro, Ipl Royal Parade, Parkvillo, Victoria, 
at 8 pm on the third Friday of even months, with the possible 
exception of the Docember mooting which may bo hold earlier. 
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others may participate' in discussions. 
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Associate Member ............ $ 2.00 (no magazine) 


No additional foe is payable for overseas posting by surface mail 
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but in all other respects rank ns Ordinary Members. 


Contributions to the Victorian Entomologist 

Tlie Society welcomes contributions of articles, papers or 
notes pertaining to any aspect of entomology for publication in 
tlie News Bulletin. Contributions are not restricted to members 
but are invited from all who have an interest. Matorinl submitted 
should bo responsible and original. Statements nnd opinions ex¬ 
pressed are tlio responsibility of tlio respective authors nnd do 
not necessarily reflect tlio policies of tlie Society. 

When contributions are typed it would bo of groat assistance 
if they are typed on A'l (international Quarto) papir, one and a 
half spaced witti triple spacing between paragraphs and a margin 
of 3 cm. 
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Cover illustration by W.N.B Quick. 
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING 13 DECEMBER I 985 


Minutes t 


Correspondence t 


The President, J. Burns, opened tlie meeting nt 8 pm. 

Apologiosi R. * J. Field, A. Yen. 

Attendancei R. A D. Bell, G. Burns, P. Carwnrdino, K. A 

E. Clerk, D. Crosby, L. & IC. Dunn, T. Faithful! 
D. & J. Holmes, P. Kolly, M. Le Souef, G. Mill- 
od^o, T. Now, F. Romanes, D. & N. Stewart, R. 
Vargl, It. Walker, D. Williamson. 

Minutes of the October meeting received (Kelly/ 
Walker). 

Detailed and received (G. Durns/Cnrwnrdine). 
Treasurer's Report! G. Burns reported credit balances of 82339.93 
(General Account) and $ 1615.15 (Memorial Fund). 
There were 60 financial members. Received 
(Kelly/D. Holmes). 

Editor's Report! I. Fnithfu.1.1 commented that the now cover dcs- 
ign should bo available for the next issue of 
the Victorian Entomologist . 

P. Carwardine commented on the cancellation of 
the Lake Mountain excursion. After some discus¬ 
sion, it was decided to re-schodule the same 
trip f° r 15 February 1 the same arrangements to 
apply. 


Excursions 1 


The Secretary had contacted the Government Bot¬ 
anist regarding light-trapping in the Botanic 
Gardens. It is now uocossnry to suggest dates! 
15 March or, if weather unsuitable, 5 April 
were regarded as suitable, and further inform¬ 
ation will be givon nt the February meeting. 

General Business, 1. P. Kelly asked for a member willing to give 

a talk on butterflies in Wangnratta next 
October. 

2 . Two points from the 'Questionnaire responses' 
wore raised by the Secretary. After some 
discussion it was agreed to schedule a short 
instruction session at each meeting, the 
speaker to also, if possible, provide a rel¬ 
evant exhibit. P. Kelly agreed to do this at 
the February meeting. 

3. D. Holmes exhibited a drawer of throe spec¬ 
ies of Australian Delias , including aruna . 
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*1 • T. Now sliowod slides of some unusual aberrant 
butterflies, end commented on some possible 
onuses of variation. The slides included 
gynndromorphs of Fni»lllo negous end D. l iarp - 
alyco , the very dark individuals of II. moropo 
noted early in this century by .1. A.Kershaw , 
nnd several others. 

5> K. Walker showed a series of slides of spid¬ 
ers, to indicate their diversity and biology. 
Amongst other slides shown wero (l) the old¬ 
est insect in the Museum 1 a butterfly lab¬ 
elled 'China 17*12', (.?) llonilphleb in mlrnbill s 
and ( 3 ) a-Malaise trap and catches from it. 

C> • D. Crosby. Two publications associated with 
tlie recout opening of the butterfly house at 
the Melbourne Zoo. 

7. P. Kelly reported that during a recent trip) 
his homo electrical generator had boon occ¬ 
upied by mud wasps, building in the exhaust 
pipe. 

8 . M. Lo Souef showed a European wasp collected 
recently at Blairgowrie. 

The formal meeting was closed nt 9»35» and members nnd friends 
adjourned for refreshments in the Sciences Club.' 

T. New, 

Hon. Secretary. 


LE SOUKf MEMORIAL AWARD 

The 1983 Award lias boon offered to Mr II.S. Moulds. Max Moulds' 
entomological activities will be well known to most members of the 
Society and the entomological fraternity, and it may come as a 
surprise to some to realise that he is, indeed, an amateur! 

lie founded Australian Entomological Supplies some years ago 
to provide a source of enuipment for collectors in this country, 
and also founded the Australian Entomological Magacin e, which be 
has operated and edited over since. Max is a recognisod export on 
cicadas, dragonflies and Lepidoptora, and has published extensively* 
his 'Bibliography of the Australian Butterflies' i: regarded as a 
landmark contribution. 

Max's sponsors also pointed out that Ills enthusiasm and will¬ 
ingness to bell) others with advice, specimens and ill more intan¬ 
gible ways is in the very best traditions of amateur entomology. 

The Committee regards him as a very worthy recinlout of the award. 

T • R • N ew. 
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COLLECTING TECHNIQUES FOR COLEOPTERA 
Talk at August Meeting of the Entomological Society of Victoria 
Gordon Burns, 3 Inglis Street, Mornington, Victoria, 3931 

Most of my experience has boon in collecting Jewel Beetles 
hut no doubt it pertains to the collecting of other families as 
well. I will start with a few items that Joy anti I have found 
worth carrying. 

Firstly, a compass. When collecting one is inclined to wan¬ 
der further than one realises and wo have found that, for peace 
of mind, a compass is a worthwhile accessory. Before going into 
an area that I am not familia.r with I ascertain which way the 
road is running. Say it is north and south, I then know that if 
I go to the left hand side, to return I liave to travel oast and 
if I go to the right hand side I have to return west. Anyone who 
has been lost in the bush will know the joy of being back on the 
road again. 

The problem then can be to find the car. Therefore it is ad¬ 
visable to boar tills in mind when buying a cal'. Remember that a 
brightly coloured car is more easily seen. Another thing to rem¬ 
ember is to, where possible, park your car on the top of a rise 
where it is more readily located. 

Secondly, brightly coloured hats. We have found the wear¬ 
ing of these useful as, like the car, they stand out and help 
us keep together. 

Thirdly, whistles. Anothor handy and clioap way of keeping 
in contact. 

I could add.a box of matches also. In the case of a bush- 
fire coming towards you - this is always a possibility in sum- 
mor in Victoria - simply start one yourself and walk behind it. 

To got down to the nctual collecting side, we first of all 
need a means of catching the little beasts. Wo have found that 
the ordinary butterfly not, made out of inosguito netting, is not 
suitable for beetle cdllecting. Firstly because, when the net is 
placed over a flowering branch and shaken, the not often catches 
on a twig or leaf and turns itself inside out, thus loosing the 
catch. Secondly it is too light and delicate for sweeping. Wo 
1 ’avo found that the most suitable not is one made of calico 
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nl * light duck, with a small piece of netting In the bottom for 
viewing and allowing tile air to flow through when catching spec- 
linons In flight. 

A beating tray, wlilcli Is hold under a bush and the bush 
shale nil or boaten is a most useful Item. One can easily bo made 
out of a square of calico, two dowels and a few nails. Then 
there are such things as an aspirator for picking up small Ins¬ 
ects and of course the insect light for night collecting. 

Tubes. Hatliertlian put everything straight Into a killing- 
,1ar, we prefer to keep the beetles alive until we have time to 
inspect them properly. Tills allows us to release anything that 
we find we don’ t tieod. 

Many of tho old collectors kept Jewel beetles and Cotonids 
alive wrapped separately In brown paper and starved them to death 
Tills way there was less chance of discolouration by tho fats in 
their bodies causing "grensIng"• I tried tills but found that they 
kept eating their way out. Some years ago 1 started putting shred 
ded paper into my tubes to stop tho live beetles flying around 
and damaging tliomsolves. It was then found that they often chewed 
tho paper. So we wore getting the same effect as wrapping them 
in paper. I might mention that I don't believe in leaving them 
in tlio tubes until they die. I find that a couple of days is nil 
that is noedod. 

Killing jars. Acetic ether is the best killing agent for 
beetles as it will keep them in a relaxed condition for some time 
in its vapour. I emphasise, "ill its vapour". I have found that 
if tho beetle gets wet with ether, it becomes discoloured, espec¬ 
ially reds and yellows. To ovorcomo this I put a plug of plastic 
foam in the bottom and cover that with a plastic cap to stop the 
beetles getting down into the ether. On top of this I place a 
folded tissue which can bo replaced when it becomes too damp with 
ether. 

Last but not least is a note book. I give each collecting 
spot a number commencing with a letter for tho year. Then all I 
have to do is write the number on a piece of paper and drop it 
into the tube. This method saves a lot of writing in the field. 
Tlio full data should bo placed on all specimens when sot and not 
just tho number in case your note book is misplaced. Also in the 
book would bo noted date, locality and If known, the host plant. 

»* 
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NOTES ON THE YELLOWISH SKIPPER 
IIESPERILLA FLAVESCENS FLAVESCENS WHS. 

D.F. Crosby, 7** Glpps Street, East Melbourne, Vic., 3002 


brief History 

One of Victoria's pioneer entomologists, F.P. Sxrry, recorded 
in the Victorian Naturalist the capture on 3 April 190*1 of this 
skipper at Altona Bay, Victoria. The specimens were identified as 
HeSporllla donnysa by Waterhouse and Lyell (191 *1) and subsequently 
described ns n new subspecies flavescens of that species by Water- 
house in 19 2 7 1 from specimens caught by Spry in March, April and 
November at Altona Hay. In 1951 Burns raised the subspecies to 
species and includod under H. flavosceils the South Australian 
H. donnysa flavla. 


Distribution 

Tho principal locality for tills butterfly is still Altona, 
but duo to urban and industrial expansion the colony there is 

threatened. What was nn extensive colony when I first collected 

* 

there in 1946 is now reduced to loss than a hectare, with horses 
constituting n continuing threat to tho remaining foodplaut, 

which is apparently oaten when other grass disappears 

in summer. 

Tho land upon which tho foodplnnt grows is owned hy the 
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works (MMBW) and I have made 
representations to the Board that they should at least keep the 
area fenced to lcoep the horses out. However control is complicated 
by part of the area being leased to tho Altona Council. 

A small second colony exists about a kiloinetro away, also on 
MMBW land, and I intend to check tho extent of this in the March 
flight. 


Southwest of Altona the MMBW has recently opened the Point 
Cook Metropolitan Park. Having obtained the requisite permission, 
I surveyed this for tho butterfly on 1 October 1984 and found a 
small colony around the lake on a rather limited amount of G. 
filum. I took four pupae which emerged on 11 October 1984 as 
three males and one female. These specimens are not quite as 
yellow, both above and below, ns specimens from Altona, although 
tho localities are only about 8 km apart. 

Further south around Port Phillip Hay, Just behind Point 
Hoary, is the recently established Murtcairn Wildlife Refuge. 
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A survey of this nren by G.W. Can for X.C.T. Ltd. indicated that 
tlioro worn areas of C5. f 11am within tin? Reserve. Having obtained 
a special resoarcli permit from the Committee of Management 1 
checked the Reserve on 29 October 10fR|. Stands of the foodplant 
were locntod along the northern boundary and a small colony of 
the skipper found. Six pupae wore taken, leaving others and sev¬ 
eral large larvae. These pupae emerged in lata October and enrly 
November (two males, three fomalos and parasite). Those specimens 
are close to Altona flavoscons . rather more so than those from 
Point Cook. It is interesting to compare them with a small series 
taken at a now extinct location on Corio Ray, about 10 km to the 
west, by J.M. Landy in 10f|6. The latter are Generally darker 
above and Greyer beneath (tending towards B. donnysa patmos ). 

Tho next colony exists at Lake Connewarro, near Barwon Bonds. 
Spocimens from here are markedly darker on the uppersido and 
Greyer beneath but still feed on G. fHum . They are sometimes 
difficult to distinguish from B. donnysa . Specimens from nonrby 
Point Lonsdale and llroamloa are, however, much closer to tho 
Altona exnmplos, both above and below. 

In western Victoria specimens bred by F.E. Wilson in 19^7 
from "Ararat" have been assiGUed by Burns (1951) to flavescens . 
Subsequent specimens from this locality, situated about 15 km 
ESE of Ararat, taken by Le Souof (in ANIC Canberra nnd labollod 
Ararat) and by myself appear to bo anomalous. They wero bred 
from Galnila radula in a habitat more typified to donnysa than 
flavescons which is us".elly associated witli G. fllum or possibly 
G. trifIda growing in swampy, slightly saline conditions. In 
addition, most of tho spocimons I have seen from Arnrat have been 
bred in mid to late Novomber or early December, which is generally 
donnysa patmos flight time and too lato for flavescons . 

A. Atkins and W.N.B. Quick have recorded flavescens on G. 
fllum still further to the west, around tho lakes 20-50 km south 
west of Natimulc. 

Mr E.D. Edwards of ANXC recently examined tho specimens in 
Canberra from Ararat and Natimulc. Be confirms that they are all 
very similai' nnd would place them under flavescons . 

I have not hoard of flavescens being taken on the coast from 
Darwon Beads to Smith Australia. If there was to be a connection 
between tho Victorian nnd South Australian ( flava ) races, tho 
most likely ono would appear to be around tho const, whore G. 
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filum is relatively commoner than inland. 1 'owovcr, tho occurr- 
ciico near Nntimitk may also represent the remains of an old in¬ 
land link. 

Tlio species appears to ho restricted to tho west of Port 
Phillip liny. I hove bred donnv 3 n -liko skippers from 0. filum nt 
Dromann, Tooradin and Toora. I regard all as 11. donnysa patmos . 
burns ( 1951 ) states t'-at M. donnysa pntmos foods principally on 
G. radula but occasionally on G. pslttacorum (now correctly G. 
slobcrlaua ). I agree with this but we must now add G. filu m nnd 
also Go mlcrostachy a, which is a foodplant near Bacchus Marsh. 

Conservation 

As tho specimens from Altotia are particularly brightly col¬ 
oured nnd probably represent tho focus of the development of tho 
species near Melbourne, it is important that the colonies there 
be maintained. X linve contacted both tho local Council and tho 
MMBW expressing those feelings nnd hope that they will take app¬ 
ropriate action. Tho presence of relatively small additional 
colonies within a short•distanco does not, in my mind, reduce 
the importance of tho Altona colonies. With tho obvious pressure 
now imposed on the Altona area I think that collecting there 
should bo voluntarily restricted. 
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TRENDS IN FOREST ENTOMOLOGY IN VICTORIA 


F.G. Neumann, Department of Conservation, Forests and Lands, 
Mountain Forest Research Station, Sherbrooke, Vic., 3789 

Forests as Habitats for Insects 

The flora of forests is essentially composed of trees, 
shrubs, epiphytes, herbaceous plants, grasses, fungi and lichens. 
Forests occur either naturally (such as eucalypt forests) or at 
man's discretion, an example being the extensive radiata pine 
plantations in south-western, central and north-eastern regions 
of the state. The range of trees in forosts varies according to 
climate, topography, elevation, soil conditions, or economic 
requirements in the case of man-mado forosts. Forosts provide 
ideal habitats for various typos of animals, and the most abund¬ 
ant and diverse among these are species of arthropods. Well over 
100,000 species have already been discovered, and thousands of 
individuals frequent each square metre of forest litter or soil. 

Many of the forest insects occupy important ecological 
niches ns pollinators of flowering trees or smaller plnnts, 
honey producers, predators, parasitoids and hyporparasitesj as 
seed dispersers and Units in the food chains of other inverteb¬ 
rates or of more advanced animals (certain fish, amphibians, 
roptiles, some birds and small mammals); as decomposers of dead 
organic matter; and finally ns destructive agents of trees, 
smaller plants, seods and of forest produce. All these insect 
functions contribute substantially to ecological balance among 
the plants and animals that are interacting in both evolution¬ 
ary .and contemporary time within a healthy forest. The conser¬ 
vation of an abundant and varied insect fauna in our forosts 
should therefore be an important objective in forest management. 

Destructive Forest Insects 

Forests are being exploited by insects for food, shelter and 
breeding sites. On single trees, insocts may inhabit and feed on 
roots, bark, wood, loaves, seeds and capsules. Because of spec¬ 
ialisation in fending, insects may lie conveniently grouped into 
leaf feeders, moristematic insects and wood borers. Among loaf 
feeding insects are leaf chowers, loaf skeleton!sers, sap suckers, 
loaf minors and gall formers. Typical examples being the stick 
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I.nsec fcs (Plinsmn tidno) , vnrious ipnclon of moths (Lopidontorn), 
tlio Christmas boot 1.r*9 (Scnrnbnetdno), tlio snwflios (Fnrgldno) 
ond tbe terns (.Psyllldao) . The leof chow ill rc phnsmatld Uid yifirlo 
violescolis Imo lieoii n major threat bo tbe stability of high 
ounllby noli-type eucalypt forest of inlorinodl ate age during tile 
I 96 OS mid 1970s in the Victorinn Control Highlands. Tn snvonnoli 
woodlands, ond in open flossy nrens, Christmas booties, A noplog - 
n nthus spp. , liavo intermittently caused significant damage to 
foliage of single oiionlypt trees or of smn.ll clumps. The gum 
lonf skoletonlzer moth Uraba lugons , mid tbe psyllid Cnrdlnsplnn 
albitextura have been associated with massive and widespread 
defoliation of river rod gum, Eucalyptus camaldulonsIs , whereas 
the mottled cup moth, Doratlfera vulnorans , has caused similar 
damngo among stringybark and poppormint-typo eucalynt forests. 

Morlstematlc Insects feed on nreas of plants where growth 
occurs, such as on tips of roots and branches, and 111 the phloem- 
cambium, or outer snpwood regions of stems and branches of trees. 
The Introduced bark beetles Ips grnndlcollls and llylurgus llgnl - 
perda nro well known examples. 

Among wood-boring Insects, the following major categories 
are recognized 1 (a) those which initiate attack and survive 
only In green wood, (b) those which attack green wood hut 
complete tlieir life cycle In dry wood, and (c) those which are 
confined to dry wood. Ambrosia beetles (e.g. Austroplatypus 
lncomportus ), the wood wasp Slrex noctlllo . and the powder post 
beetle Lyctus bruuneus nro respective examples. Ambrosia beetles 
attnek the lieartwood of standing or freshly felled trees in 
forest, S. noctlllo usually Infests tile snpwood of low vigour 
trees, though not nocossarlly of smnll trees, and Lyctus beetles 
commonly food on and destroy tlio sapwood of euenlypt timbers 
within otto year of seasoning. 

Research 

All forest services in Australia now employ a limited num¬ 
ber of forest entomologists, and traditionally they have been 
occupied with four lines of research, namely taxonomy, population 
dynamics, nutecology of destructive or benign species and control 
of posts. 

Taxonomy deals with tlio description, classification and 
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nomenclature of now species, whereas population dynamics concerns 
the variations in numbers of individuals witliin one' between ;;eM- 
orntions of n givon species. For effective pest management, long 
term monitoring of populations, or of the dnmoco caused by them, 
is essential for the forecasting of outbreaks. Long term inonit- 
orinf; of populations is also required for species that are of 
special scientific interest, or those that are rare or endangered 
witli narrow ecological requirements. 

Studies on autecology deal with insect populations in rel¬ 
ation to their total living and non-living environment. The aim 
of such studios is to ascertain the basic biological character¬ 
istics of insect species (life history, behaviour, reproductive 
potential), tile habitat requirements and insects functions, and 
also tlieir impact on the various forest strata, and the effects 
of the total forest ecosystem on the insect specJ. dm. Thus, in 
the case of a nest species, studies 01 nitocolojjy provide data 
on the strengths and weaknesses of the pest, and such data are 
vital for proscribing preventative or cux-ative control. 

In sect Coi itrol 

Insect pest conti'ol strategies no longer roly on a single 
method, but they more often encompass a range of compatible 
methods known collectively as •integrated control'. Furthermore, 
care is being talcon that non-target species in the forest nre 
protected by using, whenever possible, methods that aro ecol¬ 
ogically safe and tai’get-specific. The assessment of the ecology 
and destructive potential of exotic insect posts within the 
extensive radiate pine plantations usually, requires prompt att¬ 
ention. This is because of the absence of natural control mech¬ 
anisms in such monospecific and even-aged forests, and hence 
the concorn for the possibility of rapid and widespread popul¬ 
ation build up with economically important consequences. 

Examples of tree-killing insect posts of Northern Hemisphere 
origin that have caused concern in commercial pine plantations 
ai'e S. noc t llio and I. grandlcollis . 

Many outbreaks of foi'est posts in mnn-mndo forests can lie 
prevented from occurring in tho first place by using practices 
such as i (a) the oax'ly removal of suppressed, low-vigour, wind- 
damaged or dying trees; (b) hot tel - selection of nursery stock 
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for planting; (o) the prevention of fires 
damaged trees provide cosy recess for timber destroying termites 
(isoptorn)j mid (d) dellberste interplaiiting of sevorrl tree 
species to improve forest structure end composition. Tbo letter 
meesure is imiiortrnt because oven-aged monocnititres, sucli es t!ie 
extensive plrntetions of rndiete pine, ere generally more sus¬ 
ceptible to tlio ravages of insects posts then ere forests with 
o heterogenous structure end composition. It is therefore essent¬ 
ial to rigorously liinintnin end enforce ciunrnntitio ''on trictions 
at ports of entry so that forest pests of conifers ere excluded 
from Australia. 

Conservation Eiltomolofrv 

Following more interest by the general public in conservation 
issues, and increased public demand by conservation groups for 
^renter accountability of botli private and public land management 
organizations, research in forest entomology has in recent years 
moved from the traditional studies of insect posts and their 
control to more conservation oriented entomology In relation to 
forest management practices. Such practices include fuel, reduct¬ 
ion burning, harvesting and regeneration operations. This app¬ 
roach is supported by the provisions in the ipRll Draft State 
Conservation Strategy Plan which highlights in part the need for 
(l) expanding research into tlio complex Interactions in forest 
ecosystems, and the effects of tlioir disturbance by human activ¬ 
ity; ( 2 ) managing pest populations to minimize the undesirable 
effects on productive forests of both pests and of the prescribed 
control monsuros; and (;i) research into the most effective, safe 
and efficient control strategies for commercial pests with part¬ 
icular emphasis on biological control measures that have no ad¬ 
verse effects 011 the forest environment. 

In addition to tlio above requirements the 1985 Ferguson Rep¬ 
ort on the timber industry in Victoria, the Government's proposed 
'Native Flora and Fauna Guarantee' for the protection of threat¬ 
ened or endangered species and the 1R85 Draft Timber Industry 
Strategy for Victoria, contain recommendations for an increased 
and continuing research effort into forest management impacts on 
the invertebrate fauna. 

Those new trends in invertebrate fauna conservation are 
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welcome developments• However as naturelists, wo outfit to ensure, 
and periodically review, wlietlier tlieso Well-inteutioued policies 
are in fact supported by the provision of adequate resources, 
so that satisfactory profjress can he made for the conserve tion 
of our invertebrate fauna. 
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are encouraged to submit notices for inclusion in tbo Victorian En t¬ 
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING 21 FEBRUARY 1986 


The President, chaired the meeting, commencing at 8.00 pm. 


Apologies 1 
Attendance 1 


M. Le Souef, A. Yen. 
M. Uakor, G. 



I. 


Faithfull, R. & J. Fieic^p 
M. Hunting, D. Johnso 

J 

S. Smith, D. & N. Stewart 
E. W oilier. 


Holmes, 

"V ' 

T. New, 


Walker 


Minutes 1 


Minutes of the December Meeting 
1 — 2 ) wore passed (U. Hplines/G. I 


En L . 1 6 j 


The President then asked P. Kelly to give a Brief talk on ‘const¬ 
ructing a key 1 . Using an example of eight closely related genera 
of paropsine beetles, the speakor demonstrated how a simple key to 
separate these could be constructed. Several questions followed. 

The main business for the evening was a talk on ‘Entomology of the 
Krakatau Islands' by T.R. Now, which covered the history of the 
islunds, their importance in biological studies and some examples 
of the work undertaken there on recent expeditions. After answer¬ 
ing questions, the speakor was thankod by K. Clark. 

Correspondence 1 Detailed and received (Kelly/R. Field). 

Treasurer's Report 1 G. Burns presented the audited balance sheets 


General Business! 


Excursions 1 


Editor’s Report! 


for 1985 . The current credit balances are 
# 2578.08 (general account) and i> 1 . 3/1 (Lo 

Souef Memorial Fund). There are 21 financial 
members for 198 b, compared with t<5 for 1985*. 
Subscriptions are now due . 

Received (J. Field/Walkor). 

I. Faitlifull requested articles for forth¬ 
coming Nows Bulletins. 

Tile Secretary reported on the Lake Mountain 
excursion (see elswliere in this issue). 

An evening of light-trapping in the Botanic 
Gardens to be held on March 15, and arrange¬ 
ments were discussed. 

(i) K. Walker! (a) A series of living ptoro- 
malid wasps (> 70 ) emerged from a single 
butterfly pupaj (b) An account, illustrated 
by slides and specimens, of the trip to 
Wilsons Promontory in January by himself, 
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A. Nobolsa and T. Now, on which the unusual 
damsel fly Ilcmlplilebl a mlrabllls (which had 
been presumed extinct until recently) wns 
found in considernble numbers. 

(ii) D. Johnson! (n) A folder of engravings, 
mainly of beetles, executed in England in 1805 
(b) An unusual fulgorld bug. 

(iii) D. Crosbyi (a) Reported that Charles Mc- 
Cubbin's book on Australian Butterflies has 
been reprinted and is available for $ 29 . 95 . 

(b) A notice from a Gorman lepldopter1st 
seeking exchange of specimens, (c) A notice 
for the Lepidopt-oris t' 3 Society Bulletin ad¬ 
vertising collecting trips for butterflies in 
Australia. 

(iv) D. Holmes: A notice from a colaopteri.it 
in Czechoslovakia seeking exchange of speci¬ 
mens . 

(v) R. Field! Request from D. Sands for info¬ 
rmation on the habits of the early instars of 
Acrodlpsas myrmocophlla . D. Crosby has fed 
these on apple fruit. 

(vl) Following the above exchange requests, 

K. Walker alerted members to the provisions 
of the relevant acts on export of Australian 
biota. 

The meeting closed at 10 pm. 

T. New, 

Hon. Secretary. 


MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING 21 MARCH 1986 


The President, J. 
Apologies 1 
A t tendance 1 

Minutes 1 

Correspondence! 


Burns, opened the meeting at 8.05 pm. 

M. Le Souef, 0. Holmes. 

G. Burns, P. Carwardine, D. Crosby, I. Faith- 
full, M. Hunting, P. Kelly, T. New, K. Walker. 
Minutes of the November Council meeting rec¬ 
eived (Walker/Crosby). 

Detailed and received (Kelly/Carwardine). 
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Treasurer's Report! 


Editor's Report! 


Excursionsi 


General Business! 


G. burns reported credit balances of $2^30.02 
(general account) and 31233.53 (Memorial Fund). 
There are at present lb financial members for 
1980 . Received (Carwardine/Walker). 

I. Faithfull (l) reported an imminent increase 
in postal charges, rai sing the cost of mailing 
the Nows bulletin from 17 c to 20 c and (2) 
requested material for forthcoming issues. 

P. Carwardine reported on the recent light¬ 
trapping evening in the Royal Botanic Gardens, 
and suggested the possibility of repeating this 
at a lator date. He also quoried the likelihood 
of a tour of the Butterfly House and associated 
facilities at the Zoo, and D. Crosby agreed to 
investigate this. Discussion ensued on the fut¬ 
ure of Society excursions, and several ideas 
are to be pursued. 

(i) D. Crosby agreed to show slides of the 
butterfly House as a short item at the April 
meeting. 

(ii) It is hoped that M.S. Moulds may attend 
a meeting later this year to receive the Lo 
Souef Memorial Award in person. Secretary to 
contact him to finalise this. 

(iii) EN'fRECS. (a) D. Crosby showed a copy of 
the ’Preliminary Distribution Maps for butter¬ 
flies in Victoria’, on which members commented. 
Discussion on distribution and pricing resulted 
in a decision to sell this for ilO/copy with 

a »2 postage and handling charge where relevant, 
(b) J. Burns raised several more general points 
on the format for records and, on a proposal 
by the Secretary, the EN'l'RECS Subcommittee 
will meet to discuss these and report to a 
future Council meeting. 

(iv) Display Cases. Future venues for' display 
ure needed. 

(v) Altona Skipper. After some discussion it 
was agreed that llosperi 1 I a flavoscens should 
bo added Lo the Society’s group of species 
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recommended for 'limited voluntary protection' 
through ndvocntlng restriction of collecting. 

See elswhere In tills issue. 

(vi) K. Welker drew members' attention to the 
recent opening of the Museum's European Wasp 
display In tho Thorpe Gallery of the Museum of 
Victoria. 

(vli) J. Burns announced tho recent publication 
of A. Nobolss' Atlas to the Trlchoptera of the 
soutil west Pacific region. 

The meeting closed at 9-25 pm. 

T. New, 

Hon. Secretary. 

NOW AVAILABLE 

'PRELIMINARY DISTRIBUTION MAPS OF BUTTERFLIES IN VICTORIA' 
Published by tho Entomological Society of Victoria 

This Is the first publication resulting from the Society's ENTRECS 
(ENTomologleal RECords) Scheme and the maps summarise data received 
up until April 1985 for 108 species of butterfly. Subspecies ore 
not Included. The book consists of an introduction of 2 pp. , list 
of contributors Ip., master map showing grids, 108 species maps 
totalling 55 pp. and 5pp. of spare maps. It is spiral bound so 
opens flat. 

Cost £10 plus £2 postage and handling. 

Available at meetings of tho ESV or from! 

David Crosby, 

ENTRECS Co-ordinator, 

7*1 Gipps Stroet, 

East Melbourne, 3002. 

Tel. * 1 17 03*15 

Much data has been received since April 1985 and It is intended 
that an updated Issue of the book will be published In the next 
year or two. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE 
Please forward them to the Treasurer. 


*7 
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NOTES ON ACRODIPSAS BRISBANENSIS AND CUPREA 


Mark M. Hunting, 29 Paloma Street, South Oakloigh, 3167 

The background to the rediscovery of Acrodipsas brisbanensis 
(Miskin) in Victoria was discussed by R.P. Field (>978). It has 
since been collected in Victoria from at least three very spocifi 
localities. However continued searching should yield new inter¬ 
mediate localities to those already known. 

Favoured habitats for the adults appear to bo the uppermost 
twig of the tallest tree at the summit of steep hills in eucalypt 
forest. The flying period is from December to February on warm, 
sunny days with little, or no wind. 

Beyond Victoria, brisbanensls has been recordod from Queens¬ 
land and New South Wales. 

Examples of A. brisbanensls from the same hill in southern 
Queensland are illustrated in Figures 1 and 2. The specimen in 
Figure 1 was captured in December I 985 and that in Figure 2 in 
February I 98 O. Considerable variation in the markings of tho 
underside is apparent, with tho butterfly in Figure 2 being comp¬ 
letely devoid of the post median band on the forewing. Visually 
similar specimens to Figure 2 without this band are noted from 

- the K.L. Dunn collection (Central NSW) and - on page l/|2 of H. 
D'Abrera (19B^I), labelled "Victoria" and boing tho race cyrilu s. 

Although series of specimens of tho race c yrilus from Cont- 
lal Victoria (as shown in Figure ^) exhibit considerable variation 
it is not known whether tho illustration in D'Abrera is in fact 
from Victoria, or whether another photo has been used for tho 
purpose (as is the case elsewhere in tho book whoro a Papua New 
Guinean Dellas aruna is shown) (Valontine, 198 5). 

A very useful key to distinguish the seven known spocies of 
Acrodipsas was given in C.G. Miller and E.D. Edwards (1978) where! 

- 8risbanonsis ! underside forewing post median band is curved 

and conspicuously displaced at Ml; 

—E rg? 1 1 underside forcwing post median band is straight 

and slightly displaced at M 3 . 

A problem arises wlion this band is completely missing ! Its abs¬ 
ence from some specimens of brisbanensis may warrant furthor 
scrutiny as to their specific staLus. 
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FIGURE 1 

Acrodlpsas brlsbancnsls 
male. Southern Queensland 

FIGURE 3 

acrodlpsas brls banonsls 
male, Eastern Victoria. 
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FIGURE 2 

Acrodlpsas brlsbanonsls 
male. Southern Queensland 

FIGURE 4 

Acrodlpsas brlsbanonsls 
male, Central Victoria. 
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FIGURE 5 

A crodlpsas cuprea 
male, Southern Queensland 

FIGURE 7 

Acro dlpsas cuprea 
male, Aust. Capital Terr, 


FIGURE 6 

Acrodlpsas cuprea 
male, Northern N.S.W. 

FIGURE 8 

Acrodlpsas cuprea 
female, Eastern Victoria 
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Figure 3, from Eastern Victoria appears to belong with the 
nominotypical race, rattier than cyrilus , which loosely represents 
ottier Victorian localities. 

Acrodipsas cuprea (Sands) usually appears more commonly than 
brlsbanensis . It also favours flying around steep hills in calm 
weather but has a weaker affinity for the actual summit. It lias a 
longer flying period - from November to April in Victoria. The 
specimen in Figure 5 was from the same hill as those in Figures 
1 and 2. 

Tile wing shape of cuprea appears very variable with moat 
specimens having a more convex termen of the forewing than in 
brisbanonsis . The butterfly in Figure 6 from near Coffs Harbour 
is an exception to this. However, the post median band fits the 
key for cuprea . South from Central New South Wales tho males have 
a coppery suffusion to tho forewing as shown in Figure 7- Figures 
3 and 8 also illustrate specimens of the two species from the 
same hill. 

It is hoped that the eight figures will aid in separation of 
brisbanensis from cuprea whore they are collected from the same 
locality. 

Acknowlodgements 

1. K.L. Dunn for figure 7 from his collection. 

2. R.P. Field for advice on this paper. 
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REPORT ON EXCURSION TO TAKE MOUNTAIN AREA 15 FEBRUARY 


Only two members, David Crosby and Tim Now, attended. At the 
meeting place (corner of the Maroondah Highway and Marysville Road), 
freshly emerged male Heteronympha ponolope and worn Goitoneura klu- 

were observed. We decided to concentratoon the 'Browns' and 
our first stop was the swamp opposite the Lake Mountain turn-off. 
Freshly emerged Orelxenlca kershawl and Heteronympha solandrl were 
flying, together with rather worn H. cordace . The cordace had been 
out for about three weeks, os T.N. had found fresh specimens there 
in late January and none a couple of weeks before this. The colony 
in this swamp tends to produce very dark individuals, thus casting 
doubt on Burns' published comment that dark forms occur only in 
New South Wales. The swamp also yielded Zizlna labradus and a 
large tiger snake. 

Wo then moved down to Bellell Creek, where some late indiv¬ 
iduals of the ngaristid moth, Phalaenoldes trlstlflca . were flying, 
together with worn cordace and Pleris rapae . A single argus ( Precis 
vllllda ) was also seen. 

On Lake Mountain, from Gerrattys to Echo Flat, freshly emerged 
Orlexenlca correae were abundant and H. solandrl were also fresh. 

A few Vanessa kershawl were also seen. 

Our final stop, on the way home, was the summit of Mt. Donna 
Buang, but the clouds had closed in and rain prevented any coll¬ 
ecting. The earlier part of the day, though, was fine, sunny and 
warm, and it is a pity that no more members wore able to partic¬ 
ipate in a very enjoyable and worthwhile trip. 

Tim New, David Crosby.. 

THE ENTRECS SCHEME 

The Entomological Society of Victoria's insect distribution, 
data collection and recording scheme has now been in operation 
for over 10 years. The Society invites the cooperation of all 
interested persons in ENTRECS. Now contributors are always need¬ 
ed and readers, particularly Society members, are urged to obtain 
the ENTRECS Manual and individual records sheets from David Crosby, 
(see back page for nddross). 
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LIGHT TRAPPING EXCURSION MELBOURNE BOTANICAL GARDENS 15 MARCH 1986 


Members gathered outside Gate E at 8.>5 pm after some had 
dined together at the Botanical Hotel. Attendance was good but the 
fauna disappointing. Light traps, including buttery and generator 
driven incandescent bulbs,were sot up near Nymphaea Lake, adjacent 
to the Australian Border. 

The diversity of insects attracted to the lights was low. No 
aquatic Hemiptera or Colooptora wex'o seen but there wore several 
species of moths, which have not been listed below. There has been 
some speculation about the reasons for the poverty of the insect 
fauna. One important factor may have been the use of copper sul¬ 
phate in the lake system of the gardens a number of years ago. 

The lateness in the season was also blamed, although Melbourne's 
autumn has been unusually warm and sunny. 

The common Orthoptera, Toleogryllus coinmodus (Black Field 
Cricket), Gryl1otalpa sp. (Mole Cricket) and Caedicla sp. wore 
heard, and the Garden Orb-weaving Spider was noted. An interest¬ 
ing sidelight was tho presonce of an estimated 500 fruit bats t 
the Grey-headed Flying Fox, Pteropus polloceplialus ; screeching, 
squealing and feeding in tho Moreton Bay Fig trees. 

In tho list below Dr. Arturs Neboiss identified tho Tricliop- 
tera, Dr. Tim Now tho Neuroptera. The Director of the Gardens is 
to be thanked for permission to enter tho Gardens at night. 

Coloopterai Scarabaeidae i Apliodius 1ividus Olivior. Cosmopol. (l) 


Trichoptoraj Economidao I Ecnomus turgldus Neboiss. (15<J) 

llydroptllldaoi Hellyothlra maileoforma Wells. (1 $ ) 

Neuropterai Slsyridaei Slsyra sp. (l) 

Hemerobiidaei Mlcromus tasmaniae (l) 

Lepidopterai Noctuidaei Persectania owingii (Westwood) 


Mantodea: Mantidaei Orthodera minis tralis (Fab.) (Not at light) 


Ian Faith f u 11 . 
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AN IRRUPTION OF THE COMMON DROWN BUTTERFLY, HETERONYMPHA 
MEROPE, IN GIPPSLAND, VICTORIA, DECEMBER 1985 

Tony Fnithfull, 10 Alsace Street, Brunswick, Victoria, 3057 

Driving oast along tho Princos Highway between Stratford 
and Bairnsdale around midday on 15 December 1985 I was amazed by 
tbo number of butterflies in flight across the highway and land¬ 
ing on it. Stopping, I picked up six roadkllled specimens in a 
two metre stretch of tho road shoulder. They proved to be all mal 
Common Brown Butterflies. No estimate of numbers was made, but 
the number in flight was large, and a larger number was perched 
on roadside vegetation. Tho main concentration of the butterflies 
was in the stretch of highway between Stratford and Bairnsdale, 
but they were present in 'ordinary' numbers outside this area. 
Most of the butterflies wore crossing the highway moving south. 

Returning during mid afternoon on 19 December, the butter¬ 
fly numbers were much reduced and no general direction of flight 
was discernable. 

Editor's Note 

The past season hns been remarkablo for the large numbers 
of H. merope presont in many areas of the state. Peter Kelly has 
noted the exceptional numbers at Tallarook and at Kyneton to the 
west very large numbers of butterflies were also seen. Obviously" 
plenty of fodd and low larval mortality contributed to those high 
numbers. It would be interesting to have further reports of the 
Common Brown living up to its name. 
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HONORARY TREASURER'S REPORT 


Statement of Receipts and 

Payments 

- Year Ended 3* December 

1985 

RECEIPTS 

PAYMENTS 

7 J 

Subscriptions 

Interest General A/C 
Interest Term Deposit 

Sale of Magazines 
Transferred from Memorial 
Fund 

58 * 1.00 

3 * 1 . 08 

161 . 8*1 
2.00 

85.00 

Magazine Production 
Postal Registration 
Postage (Magazine) 
Printing of Envelopes 
Editor's Expenses 

Stamps (Treasurer) 
Meeting Facilities 

Use of Projector 
Affiliation Fee, Aust. 
Ent. Soc. 

Entertaining Speaker 

Lo SouBf Memorial Award 
DADT 

FID 

289.85 
36.00 
99.70 
39.72 
57.88 

8 . *l 0 

72.75 

2*t. 00 

00.00 
25. 30 
85 .OO 

2. 60 
.26 

Credit Balnco Brought 
Forward 

915.12 

Credit Balance General 
A/C 

998.98 



1800. *1*1 



Less Unpresented Cheques 
Entertaining Speaker 
Magazine Copying 

12.00 

6. Uo 

1782 . 0*1 

1782.04 

STATEMENT OF ASSETH 



Credit Balance Gen. A/C 
Term Deposit 

998.98 

1500.00 



Total 

2 * 198.98 



ZOO LE SOUEF MEMORIAL FUND 


Statement of Receipts and 

Payments 

Year Ended 31 December 1985 

Interest Term Deposit 
Interest SEC lionds 
Interest Pass Book 

Term Deposit Repaid 

Credit Balanco B/Forward 

20.13 
173.20 
7.90 
3110.00 
308.31 

Now SEC Bond 

1985 Memorial Award 

FID 

Credit Bal. Passbook 

500.00 
85.00 
.20 
26 * 1 . 3*1 

8<l9-5*1 

8 * 19 . 5 *i 

STATEMENT OF ASSEl'S 



Credit Balance Passbook 
SEC Power Bonds 

26/|. 3 It 
1 * 100.00 




166 * 1 . 3*1 




Gordon Burns, 
lion. Treasurer. 
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MEMBERS' NOTICES 


Members in need of literature, equipment, Information, otc. 
aro encouraged to submit notices for inclusion in the Victorian 
Entomologist . These aro published free of charge. Notices con¬ 
cerning sale of specimens will not bo printed. 

Dr. Michael Beech, P.H.O., General Hospital, Nnmbour, Old., ^ 560 , 
would like to contact people interested in Odonata. 


PROTECTED BUTTERFLIES 

Ogyri s otanos C. and R. Felder 

Ogyrls ldmo halmaturla Topper 

Hesperllla flavescens flavescens Waterhouse 

In December 1973 the Entomological Society of Victoria 
placed the two Ogyrls listed in n'Limlted Voluntary Protection' 
category. In February the Hesperllla became the third butterfly 
to bo listed. The cooperation of members is requested in the o 
observation of the recommended restrictions 1 

1. That no more than two specimens be netted by 
any one collector within any one season. 

2. That no lnrvae or pupae bo collected at any 
time. 
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THE ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 
Membeiship 

Any person with an interest in entomology slinli be eligible 
for Ordinary Membership. Members of tlio Society include profess¬ 
ional, amateur and student entomologists, all of vhom roceivc 
the Society's News bulletin, the Victorian Entomologist. 

Objectives 

The aims of the Society are : 

(a) to stimulate the scientific study and discussion of all 
aspects of entomology, 

(b) to gathei’, disseminate and record knowledge of all identif¬ 
iable Australian insect species, 

(c) to compile a comprehensive list of all Victorian insect 
species and 

(d) to bring together in a congenial but scientific atmosphere 
all persons interested in entomology. 

Meetings 

The Society's meetings are held at Clunies Ross House, 
National Science Centro, Idl Royal Parade, Parkvillo, Victoria, 
at 8 pm on the third Friday of ovon months, with tlio possible 
exception of the December meeting which may bo hold earlier. 
Lectures by guest speakers or members are a feature of many 
meetings at which there is ample opportunity for informal dis¬ 
cussion between members with similar interests. Forums are also 
conducted by mombors on their own particular interest so that 
others may participate in discussions. 

Annual Subscriptions 


Ordinary Mombor .. $10.00 

Country Member .. $ 8.00 (100 1cm + from GPO) 

Student Member .. $ 5*00 

Associate Mombor ............ $ 2.00 (no magazine) 


No additional foe is payablo for overseas posting by surface mail 
of the Nows Bulletin. Associate Members, resident at the same 
address as, and being immediate relatives of an Ordinary Member, 
do not automatically receive a copy of the Society's jiublications 
but in all other respects rank as Ordinary Members. 


Contributions to the Victorian Entomologist 

The Society wolcomes contributions of articles, papers or 
notes pei'taining to any aspect of entomology for publication in 
the News Bulletin. Contributions are not restricted to members 
but are invited from all who have an interest. Material submitted 
should bo responsible and original. Statements and opinions ex¬ 
pressed arc the responsibility of the respective authors and do 
not necessarily reflect tlio policies of the Society. 

When contributions are typed it would bo of groat assistance 
if they are typed on A^l (international Quarto) pnpir, one and a 
half spaced with triple spacing between paragrajihs and a margin 
of 3 cm. 

Advertising 

Tire cliargo for advertising is $5.00 per half page. 


Cover illustration by W.N.B. Quick. 

Cyria imperialis (Fabricius), Banlcsia Jewel Beetle (Buprestidae). 








MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING 18 APRIL 1986 
J. Burns opened the meeting at 8.00 pm. 

Attendance! G. Burns, P. Carwardine, D. & E. Clark, 

D. Crosby, L. & K. Dunn, I. Falthfull, R. & 

J. Field, D. & J. Holmes, M. Hunting, P. Kelly, 
M. Le Sou 8 f, T. New, S. Smith, D. & N. Stew¬ 
art, K. Walker. 

Mlnutosi Minutes of the February meeting ( Vic. Ent. 16| 

14-15) were passed (Crosby/J. Field). 

The President invited D. Crosby to give a short talk on the Butter¬ 
fly House at the Melbourne Zoo. A series of slides, was used to show 
the structure and arrangement of the house and associated facilit¬ 
ies, and a range of the species being roared. Questions and comments 
covered many aspects of butterfly rearing and maintenace. 

The main business for the evening was 'The Study of Insect Genitalia' 
T. New discussed the rationale of using gonitalic features in syst¬ 
ematica, outlined the basic structure of insect genitalia, discussed 
techniques for preparation and examination, and gave some practical 
examples (using satyrlno butterflies) of use of genitalia in solv¬ 
ing taxonomic problems. Ken Walker illustrated further aspects 
of preparation techniques and showed a series of slides to indic¬ 
ate the use of male genitalia and associated structures in bee 
taxonomy, and the diversity of genitalia in a range of Insect 
orders. 


The three speakers were thanked by P. Kelly. 


Correspondence I 
Treasurer's Report! 


Editor's Report! 

Excursions! 


Detailed and received (j. Fleld/R. Field). 

G. Burns reported credit bnlances of $2009.20 
(General Account) and $ 1233.53 (Memorial Fund). 
There were 37 financial members. Received 
(Walker/K. Clark). 

I. Falthfull requested material for future 
News Bulletins. 

P. Carwardlne commented on several possibil¬ 
ities for excursions during the next year. 
Members with any particular ideas are asked 
to let him know of them. 
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General Business I 


1) D. Crosby drew members' attention to the 
availability of the 'Preliminary Distrib¬ 
ution Maps of Butterflies In Victoria', 
which may be purchased from him. 

2) The President reminded members of the forth¬ 
coming Annual General Meeting - any one 
willing to serve on Council is asked to 
inform the Secretary. 

3) The display cases may soon be shown in the 
Nunawading Library. 

The meeting closed at 10.15 pm. 

T. New, 

Hon. Secretary. 

MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING 1 6 MAY 1986 


The President opened the meeting at 8.05 pm. 


Apologies 1 
Attendance 1 


Minutes > 

Correspondence 1 
Treasurer's Report 1 


Editor’s Report 1 


Excursions 1 


D. Crosby. 

G. Burns, P. Carwardine, I. Faithfull, D. Holmes, 
M. Hunting, P. Kelly, M. Le Souef, T. New, 

K. Walker. 

Minutes of the March Council meeting received 
(Kelly/Carwardlne) . 

Detailed and received (Burns/Walker). 

G. Burns reported credit balances of $2264.35 
(General Account) and $1233-53 (Momorial Fund). 
There are 44 financial members for 1986 . After 
some discussion over additional postage costs 
for sending the News Bulletin to overseas mem¬ 
bers, It was resolved that no additional 
charges were at present necessary, but that 
rising postage rates should bo monitored reg¬ 
ularly (Walker/Carwardine ) . 

Received (Kelly/Carwardlne). 

I. Faithfull informed Council of impending re¬ 
newal of registration of the Victorian Entom¬ 
ologist with Australia Post, and requested 
articles for future issues. 

P. Carwardine discussed the likelihood of a 
visit to the Dutterfly House at the Zoolog- 
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leal Gardens, and the possibility of another 
light-trapping evening In the spring, possibly 
at LaTrobe University. Several possible venues 
for an Indoor winter excursion were discussed. 
General Business) a) Election of Officers at the Annual General 

Meeting. Council's nominations for all positions 
are as follows! President - J. Burns) Vice-Pre¬ 
sidents - D. Crosby, K. Walker) Hon. Secretary 

- T. Now) Hon. Treasurer - G. Burns) Hon. Editor 

- X. Faithfull; Excursions Secretary - P. Car- 
wardine) Councillors - R. & J. Field, M. Hunting, 
P. Kelly. 

Additional nominations may be made at the Ann¬ 
ual General Meeting. 

M. Lo Souef and D. Holmes had expressed a wish 
to retire from Council. The President thanked 
both members for their long service to the Soc¬ 
iety, a view unanimously endorsed by Council. 

b) Le Souef Memorial Award. The Secretary in¬ 
formed Council that a circular requesting nom¬ 
inations had been sent to many potentially 
interested societies. 

c) Programme. D. Holmes agreed to address the 
August meeting on 'Moths' and also to give det¬ 
ails of some of his relaxing and insect repair¬ 
ing techniques. 

d) ENTRECS. The President reported that the 
subcommittee hod not yet met, but that several 
possibilities for streamlining data entry were 
under consideration. K. Walker mentioned the 
potential compatibility of various computers 
for exchange of data. 

e) Exhibitions. The President noted that the 
display cases will be shown in the Nunawadlng 
library for a month from June 6. Venues for 
later in the year are sought. 

The meeting closed nt 9-'5 pm. 
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OBSERVATIONS OF THE INTRODUCED DUNG BEETLE 
APHODIUS FIMETARIUS (L.) (SCARABAEIDAEiAPHODIINAE) 


Ian Falthfull, 83 Easey Street, Collingwood, Vic., 3066 

Aphodlua flmetarlus (Linnaeus) should be familiar to anyone 
interested in pasture ecology in Victoria. It is a common and 
widespread beetle In cattle and other dung during most months of 
the year. It is not, however, widely known, nor widely collected, 
there being to my knowledge only six Victorian examples In the 
Museum of Victoria. 

The species con be immediately recognised by Its bright red 
elytra and largo size (length 6-8 mm) for an aphodiine, although 
it Is not as largo as Aphodlua tasmanlae Hope, a common native 
species. It has much the same general appearance as A. tasmanlae 
but is more rounded (less flattened). 

T.A. Weir of the CSIRO Division of Entomology has noted 
(letter to K. Walker, 22 September 1983) that the beetle was "an 
accidental introduction at some time in the past,probably in cattle 
dung" and that It had spread from Europe to north America, Africa 
and Asia, making it nearly cosmopolitan. At that time CSIRO had 
records from Tasmania, Victoria and New South Wales. 

Victorian localities known to me are indicated on the accom¬ 
panying ENTRECS grid map and the records are listed below In 
chronological order. Except for those in the Museum of Victoria 
(MV) the records are my own. 


25 Sept 1965 Olinda.W.Van de Starre (MV) YN54 

Oct 1971 East Kew.A.A. Calder (MV) YN43 

2 Dec 1976 Dolodrook R., Brady Pinch Mine.A.A. Calder (MV) YS35 

1 Nov 1982 Bark Sheds, 6 km SSE Tambo Crossing YW 33 

30 Jan 1983 Mt. Hoddle YT40 

24 Apr 1983 4 km SE Yanakle YT41 

Aug 1983 Nyora.P. Rodgers (MV) YT207 

12 Aug 1983 1 km N Wallan YN24 

28 Oct 1984 Collingwood Community Farm, Abbotsford YN43 

10 Nov 1984 1.5 km NNE Tooborac YN05 

17 Dec 1984 2 and 8 km SE Toombullup YR50/51 

5 Sept 1985 1 and 2.5 km NE Whitfield YR42 

7 Sept 1985 2 km S Whltlandsj Peacock Spur YR42/50 

29 Doc 1985 Bald Hill, 11 km NE Merrijig YS06 

11 Jan 1986 5 km SW Tallarook YN 07 

9 Mar 1986 Mt. Typo YR52 


Whore tho species has boon observed at a locality on more than one 
occasion only the earliest record is cited. 
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The activities of A. fimetarius are remarkable for a number 
of reasons. Perhaps most important is the age of the dung inhabited. 
Unlike the native Onthophagus spp. (Scarabaeinae) it is found in 
fairly dry and old dung, but it also inhabits the fresh dung fav¬ 
oured by Onthophagus . A. fimetarius lays its eggs in the dung which 
the larvae eat. An Intact cow pad containing larvae, collected at 
Yanakie in mid-October, had been mostly turned to powder by 9 Nov¬ 
ember (indicating at least that the dung had been closely riddled 
by the burrowing of the larvae). The first pupa was noted on 20 
November and at least 8 were present by 28 November. Adults app¬ 
eared between 1 and 12 December. However adults are present in dung 
during most of the year with June and July being the only months 
without records. Adults have been taken in flight during the middle 
of the day in November and December. 

At Abbotsford in late October many larvae and adults were 
present in a pile of old stacked horse dung. 

Of the dung of native mammals I have records for wombat (Vom- 
batus urslnus ) and swamp wallaby ( Wallabla bicolor ), indicating 
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that competition for resources with the native dung utilisers is 
likely. A. fimetarlus has been found in the same piece of wombat 
dung as Onthophagus mutatus Harold. 0. mutatus , 0. australis Gue¬ 
rin, 0. posticus Erichson, 0. granulatus Boheman, Aphodius 1ividus 
Olivier (also introduced) and A. tasmaniae have been found with it 
in cow dung and A. lividus in horse dung. 

Further records are from human excrement and at Tooborac of 
skeletal remains in the fleece of a long dead sheep. 

The abundance of the species is also noteworthy. Firm textured, 
week old cow pats can contain a score or more of the beetles and 
it is usual to find most suitable dung inhabited. For instance at 
Yanakie on 10 February 1985, five out of seven cow dung pads conta¬ 
ined specimens, the freshest dung having several beetles, three 
pads having many specimens and one having few. One of two groups 
of wombat droppings examined at a similar time harboured two 
beetles. 

To reiterate) A. fimetarius adults are active through 10 
months of the year, in both old and fresh dung, are often abun¬ 
dant and both adults and larvae are dung feeders; all of which 
indicates that the species is playing an important beneficial 
role in the breakdown of the dung of large pasture animals in 
Victoria. As an unintentional introduction this is welcome. 

The benefits of its establishment must be weighed against the costs, 
which may be limited to a displacement of native coprophages. 

Acknowledgements 

Thankyou to A. Neboiss for allowing access to the Museum of 
Victoria collections, to K. Walker and to P. Kelly for advice. 


You've always intended to write up that interesting observation, 
to publicise that new record and to let others in on the secret’ 
of that favourite little collecting site. Now, while the insects 
are quite, is the time. Other entomologists are.interested. Lot 
them know in the pages of the Victorian Entomologist . 
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A DESCRIPTION OF THE EGG OF HESPERILLA 
FLAVESCENS FLAVESCENS WATERHOUSE 


A. Atkins, 45 Caldwell Avenue, Dudley, N.S.W., 2290 
K.L. Dunn, 16 Grace Avenue, Dandonong, Vic., 3*175 

The following is a description of eggs obtained from a cap¬ 
tive female of this species collected from the type locality 
Altona, Victoria, on 28 March 198b by one of us (KLD). 

Egg! oval in cross section, large diameter 1.6 nun, small 
diameter 1.1 mm, height 1 nun; 36-39 fine vertical 
ribs interconnecting and broken near micropyle. 

Pale cream to green. A maroon irregular ring encir¬ 
cling the micropyle developed after 2-3 days. The 
micropyle area also darkened to a maroon-purple. 

The ring was incomplete in some eggs. 

Eggs were laid on 30-31 March and remained on a Gahnia out¬ 
doors at Dandenong, Victoria, hatching 25 days later (23-24 April) 

The egg of Hesperilla flavescens flavescens resembles that 
of H. donnysa donnysa Hewitson from the Australian Capital Territ¬ 
ory and central New South Wales, but is slightly smaller and has 
slightly fewer ribs ( H. d. donnysa i 40-42 ribs). Fisher (1978) 
did not describe the egg of H. flavoscens flavia Waterhouse from 
South Australia but recorded the egg of H. donnysa delos Water- 
house as having 48 ribs. Eggs of both H. flavescens and H. donnysa 
from South Australia (Fisher, 1978; figs. 31,33) closely resemble 
those of these species from Victoria. 

Ovipositing bohaviouri H. flavescens was observed ovipositing 
on Gahnia fHum at Altona; females approaching the plant displayed 
a fluttering - hovering flight, descending to the base of the 
plant. The abdomen was positioned to place the eggs on the unox- 
posed surface of the blades near the sheath. Eggs wore laid singly 
Three females confined over a possible alternative foodplant 
Gahnia sieberlana subsequently laid about 25 eggs. Ovipositing 
only occurred in the presence of direct sunlight. In captivity 
females oviposited on the leaves towards the apex and always on 
the loss exposed surface. No attempt was made by the females to 
seek the basal leaf sheaths as observed in the field. 

Reference 

Fisher, R.ll., 1978. Butterflies of South Australia. Government 

Printer South Australia. 
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THE EUROPEAN WASP EXHIBITION 


The Museum of Victoria proudly announced the opening, on 14 
March of a natural history exhibition entitled "European Wasps". 
The exhibition has been put together by the leading Australian 
authorities on European wasps including Dr. L. Crawford, Mr. P. 
Hicks and Mr. W. Rye of the Department of Agriculture and Rural 
Affairs, Dr. R. Field of the Department of Conservation, Forests 
and Lands and Mr. K. Walker, the hymonopterous insect export at 
the Museum of Victoria. Financial support has been provided by 
Bayer Australia Limited. 

The European wasp ( Vespula germanica (Fabricius)) was first 
recorded at the Hobart docks in 1959, but it was not until 1977 
that the first of the wasps reached Melbourne. In a few short 
years they have become well established throughout most of Vic¬ 
toria and are now prevalent in South Australia, Western Australia 
and through most of eastern New South Wales. 

The potential for both economic and public health problems 
has been well documented in New Zealand, where the wasp became 
established in 1945, and it is the Museum's aim to teach the 
public ways and means of living with this Insect pest. Unfortun¬ 
ately it is now so well established that total eradication is 
not possible, however through Government initiatives, both the 
individual and the community as a whole are being advised of 
control methods to reduce the wasp problem to an acceptable level. 
Although it can sting repeatedly, the notion of the 'Killer Wasp' 
must be dispensed with. An attack is unlikely to be fatal unless 
one is allergic or is stung inside the mouth or throat. European 
wasps, although they can be aggressive, will generally not att¬ 
ack unless threatendd first. The wasps are easily controlled 
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vjhon adequate safety precautions are taken but it is important 
not to try to destroy nest without first contacting the local 
council or a pest control company for advice. 

The exhibition is dynamic, innovative and educational. It 
has three major sections i live displays, an audiovisual and pic¬ 
torial modules. Two live insect displays are exhibited i a work¬ 
ing honeybee ( Apis mellifera L.) hive with outside access for 
foraging, and an enclosed European wasp nest with about 10,000 
wasps foraging in a typical backyard barbecue setting. Both the 
bee hive and the wasp nest are completely surrounded by glass 
to allow the public maximum viewing of activities in and on the 

hive and nest. The 'backyard barbecue' has cooking meat, tomato 
sauce, a sweet liquid bird feeder and pet food in a bowl. 

An eight minute audiovisual (seating provided) covers such 
topics as the wasp's introduction and spread throughout Australia, 
its life cycle and biology, associated economic problems and 
health risks and recommended treatments for stings and for con¬ 
trol of nests. Eight pictorial modules have been erected and those, 
through both colour photographs and.concise text, cover a range 
of topics including life history, nesting sites and structure, 
seasonality, origin and distribution, identification, public 
health, control and present action on the wasps. As well as 
these display modules, a detailed model of a wasp, 25 times 
larger than life,has been constructed. 

Before people leave the exhibition, they can pick up a copy 
of the Department of Agriculture and Rural Affairs' publication 
on the European wasp, which provides an easy reference source on 
matters of concern. 
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Prior to the opening of tile exhibition the Minister for Ag¬ 
riculture and Rural Affairs,Evan Walker, announced that the State 
Government would spend 118,700 to continue Its public oducntlon 
campaign on the wasp for the remainder of the financial year. 

The grant would cover the cost of a visit by the head of the 
agriculture department's bee research unit, Dr. Ben Oldroyd, to 
New Zealand to study parasite control of the wasp. The Minister 
said that a parasite of the wasp had been collected in Greece 
nnd would bo studied at the Keith Turnbull Research Institute 
until it was proved to be harmless to native wasps and bees. 

References nnd Further Reading 

Parasite may counter wasp plague, The Ago, 11 March 1986, 

Miller, Claire. European wasps work on their image ns stars of 
museum oxhlbitlon, The Ago,25 March 1986, p.16. (illustrated 
with a picture of Mr. Ken Walker, wearing a 'bee suit' Inside 
the wasp enclosure.) 

Smithers, C.N. nnd Holloway, G.A. Recent Specimens of Vespula 
( Parnvespula ) germnnlca (Fnbrlclus)(ilymonoptera 1 Vespldae) 
taken in Sydney. Aust. ent. Mag. ^l(4)i75”6, Dec. >977 
Crawford, E.D. European nnd English wasps. .Agnote. Dept, of Ag¬ 
riculture, Victoria, December 1983* 

Madden, J.L. Factors influencing the abundance of the European 
wasp ( Paravespula germanlca (F.)). J. Aust. ent. Soc. 20l59~ 

65 , 1981 

Llnsenmaler, Walter. Insects of the World. McGraw Hill Book Co. 
1972 . Illustrations on p.28 ; 4 of V. germanlca and the similar 
V. vulgaris , the English wasp, which Is also Introduced to 
Victoria, should enable the two species to bo separated. 

Mr. Ken Walker provided the main paper on which this article Is 
based. Thankyou Ken. 
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MERCURY VAPOUR LAMP - ATTRACTION AND COLONIZATION 


David Holmes, 5 Overbay Avenue, Dromana, Victoria, 393<> 

I have had a mercury vapour lamp for well over twenty years. 
First at Red Hill, where I had an apple orchard, and since retiring, 
here at Dromana. I have a theory that when the female moths are 
attracted to tile M.V. lamp, they stay around and lay eggs, either 
that night or the next few nights, on trees surrounding or adj¬ 
acent to tile light, and set up colonies. Some of the more rare 
Paralaea ( Stathmorrhopa ) spp. (Geometrldae) became quite common 
at Red Hill in the last few years that we resided there. 

This is only a theory, and I doubt whether I could prove it! 

I wonder if other readers have any knowledge, or thoughts on this 
subjec t J 

DR EBBE SCHMIDT NIELSEN VISITS THE PENINSULA 
David and Joyce Holmes, 5 Overbay Ave., Dromana, Vic., 3931 

Early in February Dr. Ebbo Nielsen visited Mary Le SouSf, and 
returned the empty drawers that had contained the important coll¬ 
ection of tlio late Zoo Le Souef. Mary had donated these to the 
Australian National Insect Collection, Canberra, after Zoo's death. 
After having lunch with Mary, he visited us, to discuss Lepidop- 
tera and also to return one drawer of Aenetus (Heplalidae), which 
he had borrowed for his revision of that family. The revision, 
including that of Fraus , is now completed, and Dr. Nielson hopes 
to have them published very soon. A profitable afternoon was spent 
in the bug room with Ebbo, and timo passed very quickly. 

He took with him the three cases that the CSIRO had commiss¬ 
ioned as a gift to the Tanjil South School, one of butterflies, 
one of moths, and a box of beetles. Dr. Nielsen was to present 
these to the school in person. This was the school that Llew 
Gooding was associated with in his early years. His extensive 
collection was also donated to the Australian National Collection. 

Editor's Note 

See "Recognition for Llew Gooding", Vic. Ent. 15(A)i55,59. 

CSIRO askod David Holinos to prepare the boxed collection for don- 
ation to Tanjil South School ns part of their gift in recognition 
of the work of Hr. Gooding. The outstanding skills of Mr. Holmes 
as a lepldopterist nnd cabinet maker thus also receive due rec¬ 
ognition. 
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OBSERVATIONS FROM MELBOURNE'S SUBURBAN JUNGLE 


Mnrk Hunting, 29 Paloma Street, South Oaklelgh, Vic., 3167 

It's always good to got away from the city and spend time in 
the busli to swish the net. But when the demands of city life 
squeeze out the time to break away, one has to be content to 
snatch a few hours here and there. As a result I have become 
acquainted with several spots within the Melbourne metropolitan 
area which have yielded some interesting observations. 

For example, Cheltenham Park had become the home for Dellas 
harpalyce last spring. This butterfly seems to come and go from 
areas where the mistletoe prevails. 

Then there were llesporllla ornata and donnysa together In 
Rlngwood. It appears that the remnant patches of Gahnla that 
remain in such areas become odds on favourites for Hesperllla spp. 

At Frankston Tislphone abeona and Hesperllla chrysotrlcha 
are still clinging on to survival In- an area as small as the 
quarter acre house lot. 

Even though the big gum tree at the renr of Clunles Ross 
House, Parkville, has been chopped off at the socks, Ogyrls 
abrota remains widespread through the suburbs from Bundoorn and 
Hughesdale to Keysborough, and no doubt In many places besides. 

If the variety of observations Is In proportion to the time 
spent Investigating now and old haunts, there remains much to be 
found. 


NOW AVAILABLE 

'PRELIMINARY DISTRIBUTION MAPS OF BUTTERFLIES IN VICTORIA’ 
Published by the Entomological Society of Victoria 


Cost 810 plus 82 postage and hnndllng. 
Available at meetings of the ESV or fromj 

David Crosby, 

ENTRECS Co-ordlnntor, 

74 Glpps Street, 

East Melbourne, 3002. 

Tel. 417 63^45 
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MEMBERS' NOTICES 


Members in need of literature, equipment, information, etc. 
are encouraged to submit notices for inclusion in the Victorian 
Entomologist . These are published free of charge. Notices con¬ 
cerning sale of specimens will not be printed. 

Dr. Michael Beech, P.H.O., General Hospital, Nambour, Qld., 4500, 
would like to contact people interested in Odonata . 


WANTED 1 Exchange for same species other localities, for other 
species, for larvae, or just on loan for examination, 
set or unset (papered) specimens ofi 

Oreixenlca orlchora and 0. latialis from LAKE MOUNTAIN, 
ECHO FLAT, or MT BAW BAW. 

0.correao taken this year at MT BAW BAW or the NUNNIONG 
PLATEAU. Perfect, undamaged specimens are not necessary, 
but badly worn or rubbed ones are not suitable. 

0. lathoniella liorceus from LORNE or surrounding areas, 
from the GRAMPIANS, and from the MT COLE and the 
PYRENEES Range. 

All MUST be accompanied by full data. 

Please contact Nigel Quick, 'Phone ( 03 ) 874-1541 

(Paid advertisement) 


The Vi ctorian Entomologist is produced at the Standards Association 
of Australia printery, Clunies Ross House, Parkville, by Rosemary 
White. Thankyou Rosemary. 
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THE ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 


Membership Y 

Any person with mi Interest in entomology shell bo eligibli 
for Ordinary Membership. Members of the Society include profess¬ 
ional, amateur and student entomologists, all of whom receive 
the Society's News Bulletin, the Victorian Entomologist. 

Objectives 

The aims of the Society are i 

(a) to stimulate the scientific study and discussion of all 
aspects of entomology, 

(b) to gather, disseminate and record knowledge of all identif¬ 
iable Australian insect species, 

(c) to compilo a comprehensive list of all Victorian insect 
species and 

(d) to bring together in n congenial but scientific atmosphere 
a"1 persons interested in entomology. 

Meetings 

The Society's meetings are held at Clunios Ross House, 
National Science Centro, 19 1 Royal Parade, Parlcvillo, Victoria, 
at 8 pm on the third Friday, of even months, with the possible 
exception of the Docembor meeting which may bo hold earlier. 
Lectures by guest speakers or members are a feature of many 
meetings at which there is ample opportunity for informal dis¬ 
cussion between members with similar interests. Forums are also 
conducted by members oh their own particular interest so that 
others may participate in discussions. 

Annual Subscrljpllons 

Ordinary Member ............. $10.00 

Counti-y Member ............. $ 8.00 

Student Member .. $ 5*°0 

Associate Member ............ $ 2.00 

No additional fee is payable for overseas posting by surface ma) 
of the News Bulletin. Associate Mombors, resident at the same 
address ns, and being immediate relatives of an Ordinary Member, 
do not automatically receive a copy of the Society's publicatior 
but in all other respects rank as Ordinary Members. 


(lOO km + from GP 
(no magazine) 


-Contribution*: lo Ibe Victorian Enlomologlsl 

The Society welcomes contributions of articles, papers or 
notes pertaining to any aspect of entomology for pulilication in 
the Nows Bulletin. Contributions axe not restricted to members 
but are invited from all who have an interest. Material submit t( 
should bo responsible and original. Statements and opinions ex¬ 
pressed are the responsibility of the respective authors and do 
not necessarily reflect the policies of the Society. 

When contributions are typed it would be of groat assigtanc 
if they are typed on A'l (international Quarto) papir, one and, a 
half spaced with triple spacing between paragraphs and a margin 
of 3 cm. 

Advertising 

The charge for advertising is $5*00 per half page. 


Cover illustration by W.N.B. Quick. 

Cyrla imperialis (Fabriclus), Banksia Jewel Beetle (Buprestidae ). 

















M INUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 20 JUNE 1986 


The President, J. Burns, opened the meeting at 8.05 pm 


Minutes I 


Apologiesi 
Attendance■ 
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D. Crosby, A. Yen 

M. Baker, D. Burns, P. Carwardlne, K. Clark, 
K. & L. Dunn, I, Faithfull, R. & J. Field,, 
D. & J. Holmes, M. Hunting, P. Kelly, 

M. Le Sou'df, T. New, T. Owen, M. Smith, 

S. Smith, D. & N. Stewart, R. Vargl, 

K. Walker, M. Braby, M. & P. Coupar, 

V. Himmelreich, A. Knox, J. Reid, J. Ross 
Minutes of the I 985 AGM ( Vic. Ent 15)lfl*-l*5) 
were received (j. Fleld/Clark). 


The President thanked the Officials, Council and members of the Soc 
lety for the support given during the past year. A vote of thanks 
to her was proposed by K. Walker, and received with applause. 

L. Dunn then acted as Returning Officer for the elections, with the 
following results 1 

President 1 J. Burns) Vice-Presidents 1 D. Crosby, K. Walker) Hon. 

Sec .1 T. New) Hon. Treasurer) D. Burns) Hon. Editor) I, Faithfull) 
Excursions Secretary) P. Carwardlne) Members of Council) R. Field, 

J. Field, M. Hunting, P. Kelly. 

Joy Burns then gave her Presidential Address in two parts) 'A Hol¬ 
iday in FIJI' and 'slides of beetles'. Both were illustrated with 
series of slides and aroused questions and comments from the aud¬ 
ience. She was thanked by R. Field. 

Correspondence) Detailed and received (Kelly/ J. Field). 

R. Field and T. New spoke briefly on the proposed Flora and Fauna 
Guarantee legislation and the Wetlands Conservation Programme. 

Treasurer's Report) G. Burns reported credit balances of $228*1.1*3 


(General Account) and $ 1607.81 (Memorial Fund). 


There are at present *17 financial members, 
slightly down from the same time In I 985 . 
Outstanding subscriptions are now overdue. 
Received (Walker/ R. Field). 


Editor's Report) I. Faithfull presented an analysis of the 

last 6 Issues of the Victorian Entomologlat . 
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They contained 13 articles/notes on Lepldop- 
tera, 5 on Coleoptera, 1 on Dlptera, 2 on 
Botany, 7 on general topics, 2 excursion 
reports and 1 book review. Twelve members and 
four non-members had contributed. More contri¬ 
butions are needed, Including notes on new 
publications and entomological matters 'In 
the news'. M. Le Souef voiced the feeling 
of all present In congratulating Ian on his 
work ns Editor, and her thanks were greeted 
by acclamation. 

Excursions 1 P. Carvardlne commented briefly on some poss¬ 

ibilities for the coming year. 

ENTRECS; J. Burns reported that a recent meeting of 

the Subcommittee hnd revised the Individual 
record sheet and Investigated various options 
on computerisation of records. M. Hunting 
commented further on this, and M. Smith and 
R. Field suggested possible discussions with 
the Plant Research Institute personnel who 
have been plotting distributions of agricul¬ 
tural pests using the same basic mapping grid. 

Exhibits and Notes 1 1.1. Falthfull showed several beetles, Including 

a specimen of Pterohelaeus with 'puncture 
holes' through the elytra. 

11. K. Clark commented on the Society's display 
In the Nunawadlng Library, for which consid¬ 
erable help had been given by Dr. A. Nebolss. 

111. P. Carwnrdlne a) reminded members that It 
Is the 50 th anniversary of the eradication 
of prickly pear In Queensland; b) reported 
that a copy of Charles McCubbln's book on 
Australian butterflies hnd recently sold for 
1120 . 

lv. I. Falthfull showed a recent cutting from 
the Age, In which the completeness of beetle 
collections and collections of houses were, 
somewhat whimsically, compared. 

»*1 


Vlo. Ent. 16(1|) August 1986 




In closing the meeting, and thanking members and visitors for att¬ 
ending, J. Burns informed the audience that the August meeting would 
be addressed by D. Holmes on 'Moths' and that Max Moulds would speak 
to the October meeting. 

The meeting closed at 9*30 pm. 

T. New, 

Hon. Secretary. 


A FEW NOTES FROM THE MORNINGTON PENINSULA 
Dorothy Johnson, 23 Bembridge Avenue, Olivers Hill, Frankston, 3<99 

Mornington, Victoria, April 1986. 

Lichen Case Moth, Cobvsa leucoteles Walker, Psychidae. 

2 cm long. The only known iridescent case moth. Iridescent 
blue/green wings with ochre tip on the shoulder of the wings 
and ochre at the end of wings terminating into fringes, blue/ 
black body, black legs. Very small head with large blaok eyes 
and antennae between the eyes. A very active insect. 

Emerald or Cuckoo Wasp, Holochyris sp., Chrysididae. 

2.5 cm long. Body and head green/blue, iridescent, eyes large 
and black, legs black, venation of wings black, lias a concave 
abdomen and can curl up when in danger. Antennae can also be 
folded under the head. This occurs if the wasp is discovered 
in the nest of another species of wasp which will quickly 
evacuate the curled up invader. 

Ledromorpha planlrostrls (Donovan), Hemlptora ■ Cicadellidae. 
The largest Australian lefhopper. Live. 

Danaus plexippus plexlppus (Linnaeus), Monarch or Wanderer 
Butterfly. 1 dead. 

Frankston, Victoria, April 1986 

Danaus plexlppus plexlppus . 1 in flight. 

Thanks to Ken Walkol’ for identifications. 
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URBAN POPULATIONS OF CHAETOCNEME BEATA (HEWXTSON) 

(hesperiidae i Pyrginae) 

Andrew Atkins, *15 Caldwell Avenub, Dudley, New South Wales, 2290 

1 

Extensive planting of Camphor Laurel ( Clnnamomum camp hors) 
seedlings in New South Wales at the turn of the century has prov¬ 
ided the opportunity for several Australian butterflies to extend 
their range. Graphium sarpedon choredon (c. & R. Felder) and G. 
macleayanum macleayanum (Leach) for Instance, have both adapted to 
this tree and have now widely extended their range In the drier 
areas of this state. 

Another species, but with probably more specialised require¬ 
ments, the skipper. Chaetocneme beata , may be extending Its range 
through well-established gardens, parks and school playgrounds. 
This species Is locally distributed In the coastal regions of 
eastern Australia, where It is generally associated with ralnfores* 
The larvae feed on various Lnuraceous plants. The adults fly tow¬ 
ards dusk, nnd are attracted to lights. 

Chaetocneme beata occurs near Newcastle In scattered, disjunct 
areas in the suburbs, particularly In proximity to rainforest 
remnants neaT Industrial nnd residential developments, In the 
older-established urban, and In rural areas. The skipper appears 
to favour the damper habitats of gullies, and the more sheltered 
eastern to northern aspects of hill slopes. The larvae, which are 
more often seen than the adults, are usually found In the dark, 
leafy canopies of Camphor Laurel, particularly on the broad- 
leafed sucker-shoots. The drier, smaller foliage of mature trees 
Is less favoured. 

The larval shelter of C. beata Is quite distinctive. The larv* 
starting at a point on the leaf edge, makes two divergent cuts to 
form a triangular flop, which Is then bent over the upper surface 
of the leaf towards the midrib, nnd secured with silken 'guy-rope® 
at the apex nnd perimeter. The larva rests upside-down In the roof 
of the shelter, In a peculiar curved posture, nnd when disturbed 
rears backward to expose an expanded gland beneath the 'neck'. 

As the larva grows, larger shelters are constructed, the old 
shelter then being cut adrift from the supporting leaf - apparent!? 
a ploy to evade searching predators. 

Larvae can still be found on their endemic foodplnnts In 






















remnant rainforest in the Newcastle suburbs - I have found them on 
Neolltsea dealbata in these areas, but undoubtedly other foodplants 
are utilised. 

At Gosford the situation is some what different. Camphor 
Laurel is very much an 'escape species' in this higher rainfall 
zone, and C. beata appears to be more widely distributed through¬ 
out the district. In both cities however, the skipper con be found 
remarkably close to urban communities - shopping centres, arterial 
roads, and railways - areas seemingly hazardous for a species with 
crepuscular activity. 

The four Australian species of Chaetocneme were regarded in 
the past as relatively rare, but these days are more frequently 
recorded. Undoubtedly this is due not only to a better knowledge 
of, and better access to, their habitats, but also in the case of 
C. beata , to the horticultural preferences of the early Australian 
urban landscape gardener. 


CHARGE 

David Holmes, 5 Overbay Avenue, Droinana, Victoria, 3931 

Chemicals are a vital part of our daily lives, and are most 
Important to collectors of Lepidoptera and other orders of insects. 
For many years I have used Sliellite (or other solvents) to remove 
grease from Lepidoptera, but there is often a stain from the body 
which cannot be removed with Shelllte, especially on white and 
yellow butterflies, such as Catopallla . I have found that Charge 
(or other brand name stain removers) used by my wife to keep my 
shirt collars clean, will remove this stain. After the Charge 
has dissolved the stains, they can be carefully washed down with 
fresh water. 

Coleopterlst Gordon Burns also says that household detergents 
are good for cleaning beetles. Any more ideas from the kitchen 
s ink ? 


44 


Vio. Ent. 16(4) August 1986 












NEW DISTRIBUTION RECORDS FOR BUTTERFLIES 
IN CENTRAL NEW SOUTH WALES, 1985-6 

Andrew Atkins, Newcastle College of Advanced Education, Waratah,2298 

The following butterflies were recorded In the Necastle and 
Upper and Lower Hunter districts and also In areas extending inland 
from Port Macquarie and west to the Cooabarabran region, central 
western New South Wales. 

Each species Is followed by the location of capture or obser¬ 
vation and a number indicating t|ie recorded month (l.e. 1 = Jan¬ 
uary, 12 = December). ( 

HESPERIIDAE 

Chaetocneme beata (Hewitson), 1867 . Mt. Sugarloaf (1*00 m)(3), 

Dudley ( 2 ), Whltebridge ( 3 ). Toronto ( 3 ). 

Netrocoryne repanda repanda C. & R. Felder, I 867 . Siding Springs 
Wnrrumbungle Ranges (3). 

Trapezltes luteus leucus Waterhouse, 1938. Cassllis (9,3). 

Anlsvnta tlllyardl Waterhouse & Lyell, 1912. 20 km S. of Nundle (2). 
Hesperllla ldothea ldothea (Miskln), 1889. Gloucester Tops (.12), 

50 km E. of Walcha (l)> 

Hesperllla donnysa Icarla Waterhouse, 19**1. Warrumbungle Ranges (3)' 
Hesperllla mastersl mastersl Waterhouse, 1900. Mt. Allyn (12), 

Whoota Whoota Lookout (Myall Lakes area)( 2 ), Cape Hawke ( 2 ) 
Hesperllla crypsargyra hopsonl Waterhouse, 19 2 7- 50 km E. of Walcha 
0 ) 

Toxldla andersonl (Kirby), 1893- Mt. Allyn (12), Gloucester Tops (12) 
Tellcota eurotas eurotas Lower, I 9 O 8 . Dudley (9,10, 11,12,1,2,3). 

NYMPHALIDAE 

Heteronympha paradelpha paradelpha Lower, 1893- Hanging Rock ( 2 ), 
Barrington Tops (1,2). 

Heteronympha penelope penelope Waterhouse, 1937* Hanging Rock ( 2 ), 
Nowendoc area (3)- 

He ter onympha banksll banks 11 (Leach), 181*1. Watagan Mts. (*•), 

Merewether Heights ( 3 ), Murdering Gully (**),, Walllngat 
Forest ( 3»*• ) . Hanging Rock ( 3 ). • 
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Orlexenlca lathonlella heroeus Waterhouse & Lyell, 191 * 1 . Hanging 
Rock ( 3)1 Nowendoc area ( 3 ). 

Tlslplione abeona regalia Waterhouse, 1928. 50 km E. of Walcha ( 2 ), 
Mt. Allyn (12). 


LYCAENIDAE 

Hypochrysopa cyane (Waterhouse & Lyell), 191 * 1 . Whltebridge ( 11 ). 
Ogyrls genoveva gela Waterhouse, 19*11. Caves Beach (12,1), Maitland 
(9,>0,12), Mt. Sugarloaf ( 3 ), Broke (9), Branxton ( 9 ), 
Broken Back (5). 

Ogyrls oroetea oroetea Hewltson, 1862. Waratah (Newcastle)( 3 ), 
Murrurundl (lo). 

Ogyrls amaryllis merldlonalla Bethune-Baker, 1905- 3 km S. of Nundle 

( 2 ) 

Candalldea gemlnua Edwards & Kerr, 1978. 50 km W. of Merrlwa ( 3 ). 
NOTES 

Moat of the butterflies listed above are locally restricted 
species In the central New South Wales region. The locality of the 
Warrumbungle Ranges for Netrocoryne repanda and Heaperllla donnyaa 
probably represents a western distribution record for these skippers 
in New South Wales. Chaetocneme beata la generally regarded as a 
coastal lowland species In New South Wales and its presence at an 
altitude at Mt. Sugarloaf (midway between Kurrl Kurrl and Newcastle) 
Is noteworthy. 

Heaperllla crypaargyra , H. Idothea and Tlslphone abeona regalia 
were previously recorded from the widely disjunct montane areas of 
New England/Dorrlgo and Barrington Tops. 50 km east of Walcha is a 
locality midway between these populations. 

Two other relatively unusual altitude records ore also listed. 
Ogyrls amaryllis from near Nundle (altitude approx. 1000 m) app¬ 
roaches In form the subspecies amata from the A.C.T., being small 
and dark compared with the lowland populations found throughout 
the Upper and Lower Hunter regions. Anlaynta domlnula occurs at 
a remarkably low elevation (approx. 1000 m) foi 1 the latitude of 
the hinterland of Taree (Nowendoc area). This skipper was observed 
flying In open grass-plains. They were nearly all freshly emerged 
mole specimens, indicating that the normal flight period at this 
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locality Is throughout March and possibly April. 

There are few recorded localities for Hypochrysops cyane in 
Australia. Whitebrldge is a suburb of Newcastle which has remnants 
of Angophora woodlands, a typical habitat for the southern popul¬ 
ations of this Lycaenid. 


LOCATIONS 

OF 

LESSER KNOWN 

LOCALITIES LISTED IN 

THE 

TEXT , 


Mt. Allyn 

32 

08' 

151 

46' 

Wallingat Forest 

32 

18' 

152 

21 • 

Broken Back 

32 

46 1 

151 

19' 

Waratah 

32 

55' 

151 

4c 

Caves Beach 

33 

06 ' 

151 

39' 

Warrumbungle Range 





Dudley 

32 

59' 

151 

43' 

(Siding Springs) 

31 

17 - 

149 

o4' 

Hanging Rock 

31 

291 

151 

11 • 

Watagan Mts. 

33 

02' 

151 

16 ' 

Merowother Heights 32 

58' 

151 

45' 

Whitebrldge 

32 

59' 

1 51 

42' 

Murdering Gully 

32 

59, 

151 

44' 

Whoota Lookout 

32 

17 ' 

152 

21 ' 

Mt. Sugarloaf 

32 

5 l i 1 

151 

331 







CHRYSOMELIDS FROM K11ANC0BAN, NEW SOUTH WALES, APRIL 1986 

Dorothy Johnson, 23 Bembrldge Avenue, Olivers Hill, Frankston, 3199 


Khancoban, in the high country of southern New South Wales, during 
the Anzac Day weekend, 25-27 April 1986. Thanks to Peter Kelly for 
the identifications. 

Chrvaophtharta M-fuscum 

C. amoena 
Paropsls obsoleta 

P. marmorea 
Pvrgoldes sp. 
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AN INTRODUCTION TO DUNG BEETLES 


Inn Fa1thfull, 83 Essay Street, Colllngwood, Victoria, 3066 


If you don't object to getting your fingers dirty 'dungles' 
are a rewarding group for collection and study. Several families 
of beetles can be found In dung : Hydroplillldae, Stnphyllnldae, 
Hlstoridne and Tenebrlonldne (old dung) are usually represented, 
but undoubtedly the most Important group Is the Scnrabaoidae,which 
Includes the sacred scarab of ancient Egypt, Scarabaeus aacer • 

The subfnmlly Scarabaeinae Is the most highly evolved of the 
group and shows many adaptations for dung feeding Including modi¬ 
fications of the mouthparts and Intestinal tract and highly evol¬ 
ved nesting behaviour. The genus Onthophagus , said to be the lar¬ 
gest genus In the animal kingdom. Is the best represented in 
Victoria (some 25 species with about 200 In Australia), but Thyregl; 
kershawl (Coprlnl) and Aulacoprls relchel and Lepanus bldentatus 
(Scarabaelnl) also occur here though they are rarely collected 
(Matthews, 1972, 197** > >976)- 

The subfamily Aphodiinne are also mainly dung feeders both 
ns adults and as larvae. Apliodlus and Ataenlus are two of the large 
genera. They are small, parallel-sided beetles, usually brown or 
black In colour. There has been no recent revision of the subfamily 
so the species can be difficult to Identify but reference can bo 
made to Blackburn (1904) and Lea (19 2 3). Matthews (1984) provides 
on easy to use Illustrated key to the tribes.and genera. 

Onthophagus species are small to medium sized, broadly oval, 
convex, black or brown beetles with strongly developed fossorial 
forelegs and a shovel-shaped head used for moving pieces of dung 
around. The males often have well developed armament Of horns, 
rldgos, etc. on the head and pronotum, with the females being more 
uniform. This sexual dimorphism leads to problems In species 
identification, the females sometimes being Impossible to key out. 
Reference should be made to the publications of Matthews. 

Members of the tribe Onthophaginl, Including Onthophagus , dig 
deep tunnels beneath the dung, and fill the blind ends of the 
passages with dung carried from the surface. The females oviposit 1 
In those 'plugswhere the larvae develop. The Scarabaelnl are the 
famous dung ball rollers, notenble for their persistence, If not 
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their intelligence. The Coprlni excavate a chamber immediately 
beneath the dung. Aphodlinae feed within dung pads themselves 
where their eggs are laid. 

Effective collecting of dung beetles requires the use of 
baited pitfall traps of waxed paper or plastic set into the ground 
to the rim, baited with marsupial entrails, excrement or chicken 
bones and covered with a low roof to keep out the rain. A trap of 
this type is illustrated on the cover of the Victorian Naturalist 
100 (l). I have found that used milkshake cups are quite suitable. 
Systematic trapping in Australia has shown marsupial entrails to 
be the best bait, with sheep and large lizard entrails being next 
in effectiveness. Human excrement is also a good bait. Some Ontli - 
ophagus have highly specialised feeding habits - necrophages 
(carrion), mycetophages (mushrooms) and fruotlphngos (fruit) - 
but Australia has few species attracted by such baits. 

Light trapping will also bring rewards, some species being 
known to avoid baited pitfalls entirely. Mycetophages can be 
found in fungi. Bovine and marsupial dung usually harbours a number 
of species and the excavation of Onthopliagus burrows can provide 
insights. Merely lifting the dung to look underneath is not enough, 
for the beetles prefer the wettest, freshost parts of the dropp¬ 
ings. Occasionally Onthophagus can be taken in flight at night or 
during the day and Aphodlus often fly at dusk. 

Native dung beetles have evolved to handle the small, dry 
pellets produced by native mammals and cannot cope with the large, 
moist dung pads produced by cattle. In i 960 G.F. Bornemlssza of 
the CSIRO Division of Entomology first advanced the ideas which _ 
led to the well known programme of foreign dung beetle introd¬ 
uctions. Native dungies do utilise cattle dung, but not to any 
major extent so the cow pads dry out and remain for long periods 
covering the ground surface, suppressing pasture growth, encour¬ 
aging rank, unpalateable herbage around their edges and providing 
situations suitable for the development of pests. Simple calcul¬ 
ations showed that as much as 2.5 million hectares was 'disapp¬ 
earing' under the rain of cow dung each year. This contrasted 
markedly with the situation in Africa where the dung beetle fauna, 
(between 2000 and 3000 known Scarabaoines),had evolved along 
with large herbivores. Up to 7000 beetles were counted in a single 
mass of elephant dung and the large pads were generally removed 
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with amazing rapidity. 

In 1963 it was decided to begin the establishment of a range 
of foreign dung beetles in Australia and the first releases occ¬ 
urred in April 1967 . Onthophagus gazella from Africa proved spec¬ 
tacularly successful, spreading rapidly across the north of the 
continent and providing almost complete dung disposal during the 
wetter period of the year. Species of Eupniticellus , also from 
Africa, were another success (Waterhouse, 197^)• 

But ns well as speeding the return of dung to the soil there 
was another major benefit from the dung beetle introduction prog¬ 
ramme - the control of bushflles ( Husca vestustlsslina ). The beetles 
compete with the flies for the resource, with some success. Near 
Canberra for example, research showed that cow pats were visited 
by hundreds of dung beetles at the height of the season, cutting 
the number of flies to emerge from them by 90$. The summer of I 98 O 
saw Sydney almost fly-free during summer with other cities having 
a significant drop in fly populations. Executives of Samuel Taylor, 
the makers of Mortein and Aerognurd, claimed their products were 
becoming redundant and their sales were stagnant. Dung beetles 
were considered to be the'culprits' (Anon., I 98 O). 

Several native species of Onthophagus have evolved a taotic 
which allows greater success in the competition with bushflles. 

They cling to the fur around the anus of wallabies, obtain a hold 
on the dung during defecation, and fall with it to the ground. 

The dung pellet is then buried and an egg laid within 1t.(Matthews, 
1972 ). 

The Introductions to Australia under the CSIRO programme 
hove mainly been restricted to the northern half of the continent. 
Further information on the programme can be found in CSIRO Div¬ 
ision of Entomology Annual Reports. 

When collecting dunglos it is important to record the. type of 
scats or droppings in which they were found. Size, shape, texture, 
place of deposition and other characteristics all come into consid¬ 
eration in scot identification. Wombat dung is readily identifiable, 
the pellets being largo, cubic and often deposited on prominent 
objects sucli as rocks and logs. Macropod (kangnroo and wallaby) 
dung can bo confusing with the moisture content of their diet 
playing a considerable role in determining the texture and shape 
of the scats. Morrison ( 198 I) nnd Trigg ( 198 * 1 ) are useful hand- 
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books. A caution is necessary when handling scats. Many animals 
carry tapeworms and other Internal parasites which can infect 
humans. Hydatid tapeworms are the best known. Dog'and dingo scats, 
which can contain their eggs, should not be touched. Keep clean. 

Finally a few words on the commoner Victorian species. Those 
include Onthophagus granulatus , 6-8 mm, speckled brown, O. austr ¬ 
al is , 7-12 mm, greenish black with cupreous reflections, the male 
with two flattened liorna on the head, 0. aurltus . 6-11 mm, shining 
black with green or purple tinge, and 0. pexatus . 4-6 mm and dark 
grey with a bronze tinge. Common Apliodiinae include the introduced 
Aphodius flmetarlus , red and black, A. llvldus . 5 mm, cream and 
black, and the native species A. suberosua , 5“8 mm, brown elytra 
with black mottlings, and A. amblguus , 4 nun, black. The common 
Aphodius tasmanlae . 9-12 inm, differs from moat species in having 
a grass feeding larva. 
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MEMBERS' NOTICES 


Members In need of literature, equipment, information, etc. 
are encouraged to submit notices for Inclusion in the Victorian 
Entomologls t . These are published free of charge. Notices con¬ 
cerning sale of specimens will not be printed. 

WEEKEND WORKSHOP ON BUTTERFLIES AND MOTHS 

11-12 October 1986 , Badhnm Laboratories, University of 
Sydney. Sponsored by the Entomological Society of New 
South Wales. Cost 520. Open to all interested persons. 
Lectures and practical sessions aimed at the amateur 
collector will cover identification techniques, diss¬ 
ections, preparation of specimens, host plant identif¬ 
ication, rearing and other topics. 

Registration forms available from The Secretary, 
Entomological Society of New South Wales, c/o The 
Australian Museum, PO Bor A285, Sydney South, 2000. 
Closing date for registration - 31 August 


WANTEDi Exchange for same species other localities, for other 
species, for larvae, or Just on loan for examination, 
set or unset (papered) specimens oft 

Orelxenlca orlchora and 0. latlalls from LAKE MOUNTAIN, 
ECHO FLAT, or MT DAW BAW. 

0.correae taken this year at MT BAW BAW or the NUNNIONG 
PLATEAU. Perfect, undamaged specimens are not necessary, 
but badly worn or rubbed ones are not suitable. 

0. latlionlella horceus from LORNE or surrounding areas, 
from the GnAMPIANS, and from the MT COLE and the 
PYRENEES Range. 

All MUST be accompanied by full data. 

Please contact Nigel Quick, 'Phone ( 03 ) — 1^ 

(Paid advertisement) 


The Victorian Entomologist is produced at the Standards Association 
of Australia printery, Clunies Ross House, Parkville. 
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MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING 19 SEPTEMBER 1986 



The President, J. 


Burns, 


opened the meeting at 


^&Q€Tl986 


Apologiesi 
Attendancel 

Minutes I 

Correspondencel 


Treasurer's Report I 

Editor's Reportl 
Excursionsi 

General Business! 


T. New, K. Walker 

G. Burns, P. Carwardlne, D. Crosby, I. Rjl.thfull, 

V-'A . v\'*/ 

J. A R. Field, M. Hunting, P. Kelly. >- 
Minutes of the Council meeting of 16 May rec¬ 
eived (Burns/Crosby). 

From Bevans Catering re Christmas function. 

From E. Foster re Entomological Demonstration 
Day, VACH, Burnley. Acting Sec. to reply 
(Burns/Crosby). 

Correspondence received (Carwardlne/Crosby). 

G. Burns reported a credit balance of 12120.66 
(General Account) and $1657.00 (Memorial Fund). 
There are at present 50 financial members. 
Received (Fleld/Falthfull)• 

I. Falthfull reported that there was Insufficient 
material for the next Issue. 

The excursion to Warrandyte on Sunday 19 October 
was confirmed. Details In the next Issue of the 
Victorian Entomologist. 

1) Possible speakers for 1987 were discussed 
with the following suggestions! Otto Rogge - 
Acting Secretary to write| Phillip Hicks of 
Burnley - R. Field to contact j Amis Helslers 
of Conservation, Forests and Lands - D. Crosby 
to contact. Ross Field could give a talk on 
biological control. 

2) It was decided that Council members would 
take Max and Barbara Moulds to dinner at the 
Sciences Club prior to the meeting on October 17* 

3) It was decided to ask the Sciences Club to 
provide a light supper In their clubroom after 
the meeting on 12 December. Secretary to arrange. 
i|) It was suggested by D. Crosby that free 
copies of the Distribution Maps of Victorian 
Butterflies be given to Bureau of Flora and 
Fauna, N. Quick, P. Cullen, A. Helslers (Car- 
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wardlne/lluntlng). 

5) D. Crosby to write to the Zoo offering the 
Society's assistance In setting up a static 
display at the butterfly house. 

The meeting closed at 10.00 pm. 

P. Kelly, 

Acting Hon. Seo. 

MINUTES Or THE GENERAL MEETING 15 AUGUST 1986 

The President, J. Burns, opened the meeting at 8.00 pm. 

Apologiesi M. Lo Souef, T. New, K. Valker. 

Attendance! M. Baker, G. Burns, P. Carwardlne, D. Crosby, 

I. Faithfull, J. At R. Field, D. A J. Holmes, 

M. Huntlng> P. Kelly, A. Knox, J. Reid, D. A 

N. Stewart, R. Vagi, B. Vardy. 

Minutest Minutes of the Annual General Meeting, 20 June 

I 986 ( Vlo. Ent. 16 i4o- 42) were received (Crosby/ 
R. Field). 

The President Introduced David Holmes who had arranged a magnif¬ 
icent display of 18 drawers of moths both Australian and exotic. 
David spoke at length to this exhibit detailing the habits, dist¬ 
ribution and biology of many families of moths. 

I 

Correspondence 1 Detailed and tabled. 

Treasurer's ReportiG. Burns reported a credit balanoe of $2,229.51 
(General Account) and $1,607.81 (Memorial Fund). 
There were kB financial members. Received (Fai- 
thfull/Carwardlne). 

Excursion! P. Carwardlne proposed an excursion to Warran- 

dyte for Sunday 19 October. 

ENTRECSi D. Crosby- showed a revised record sheet that 

will be used. 

> 

David Holmes then gave the seoond part of his talk which consisted 
of a demonstration of mounting and repairing moths. This created 
great interest and members were most impressed with David's skill 
and dexterity. After a vote of thanks by D. Crosby and acclamation 
by members the meeting closed at 9**5 P m to allow members ample time 
to examine the displays and question David further on his skills 
and methods. 
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MOTH COLLECTING 


David Holmes, 5 Overbay Avenue, Dromana, Vio., 3931 

Moat moths are nocturnal and fly only after dark and It Is 
not so Inviting to be out in the cooler part of the day. Cons¬ 
equently, most lepidopterists have neglected the moths and con¬ 
centrated on butterflies. Most moth collectors live in country 
areas, and in many oases they have the advantage of living next 
to, or near to, large tracts of natural bushland. 

With the invention of the Mercury Vapour lamp, moths thought 
rare have been taken much more readily. Also, collectors whose 
homes are near the bush can leave their M.V. lights on all night 
and collect what is there in the morning (providing they rise 
before the birds). Quite a few trips can be mado to the light 
during the night as different moths fly at various times and some 
only emerge in the early* morning hours. 

There is not a great deal of difference between butterflies 
and moths. Most moths have feathered antennae, whereas butterflies 
have clubbed antennae. There are a few exceptions, mostly with the 
day flying moths, which look to have clubbed antennae. One in 
particular is the family Castnildae, and the genus Synemon , of 
whloh many lovely species occur. They have fully clubbed antennae, 
and resemble skippers as they fly over the grasses. At rest they 
are hard to see because their brightly coloured hindwlngs are cov¬ 
ered by cryptically oolourod forewings. They are usually found in 
dry areas, such as heath country and the Little Desert. 

Another day flying moth family is the Agaristidae. A couple 
of these we call vine moths as they are apest of grape vines. 

Most collectors have seen the black and white moth Phftlaenoldes 
g lyclaa a, that hovers over the grape vines in the back yard. 

When collecting in the highlands for butterflies you will often 
see Phalaenoldes trlstlflea flying over the fireweed but they are 
cautious insects and very hard to net. 

A family that is common in other parts of the world is the 
Aegerildae. They resemble wasps and have clear wings| they also 
fly very fast. They are represented by a few native species in 
Queensland that have yet to have their life histories solved. 
However there is one introduced Bpecies in Australia that bores 
into currant plants. 
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The family Zygaenldae are also day flying moths. They ere small 
small, black and metallic blue, or green In colour, fly In sunshine 
and are seen commonly on flowers. I have collected them In the high¬ 
lands, also the Big and Little Deserts, ns well ns locally. They 
feign death In the net, as do mnny moths. 

Perhaps one of the most fnscinntlng groups Is the Heplnlldae. 
They belong to the suborder Homoneura, meaning "similar veined", 
due to the fact that the positions of the veins on the forewing 
and the hindwing are almost Identical. This characteristic Indicates 
links with several other orders such ns caddis filet*. Heplnlldae are 
among the most archaic forms of lepldoptera, and the adults have 
no mouth parts, relying Instead on body fats to sustain them for 
their very limited life time. In the Australian region there are 
approximately UlO species of llepiallds, or ghost moths as they are 
commonly called. This makes Australia the centre of distribution 
for these moths. There are a further 230 species from other parts 
of the worldf quite a few from the New Guinea area. The genus 
Aenetus with 16 species Includes some of the finest moths known. 

The larvae bore Into trees or saplings. We have 2 speoles In Vic¬ 
toria, A. llgnlvorus and A. exlmlus . The latter is found in the 
Healesville and higher elevation areas. When looking for these 
moths In saplings you ofter see whore the black oockatoo has 
eaten out the wood and consumed the caterpillar. There are many 
large Hepialids, Trlotena argentata being one species found over 
a very wide area, even to the edge of the Simpson Desert. Its 
larvae bore down to a depth of four or five feet, eating the roots 
of the red gums along the edge of rivers. With the coming of the 
April rains they emerge from their tunnels, and the female can lay 
up to 1*0,000 eggs In a few hours. These hatch out and soon the 
caterpillar bores down through the earth, while the moisture Is 
still there, and they are safe from drought for the remainder of 
the year. They are unique as most Hepialids need high rainfall to 
survive. 

Going to the other extreme Is thevery small Fraus. I have 
found these at Kalllsta In March and at Bowmans Gap In February. 

They fly over the grass In the late afternoon about U o'olock. 

The speoles of Oncopera also fly late In the day, Just on dusk. 

They are aserlous pest to pastures In south eastern Australia and 
Tasmania. Another pest, Oxycanus fuacomaculatus . files by the 
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thousands In tho late autumn rains. This same genus has many species 
that are flying at that time. Some feed on the roots of wattles and 
because of this feeding habit they take In the spores of a fungi 
called Cordyceps , which eventually kills the caterpillar, and comes 
up through the ground as a toadstool. 

You will all be familiar with the Nootuldae, as there are 
over 1,000 species with groat diversity In size, from 5 or more 
Inches down to the size of a match head. Many are pests of pasture 
and other crops. The army worm Perseotanla ewlngll eats pasture In 
a line, devouring everything In Its path. Agrotis lnfusa, the bogong 
moth, eats pasture on the plains, and when the drought conditions of 
summer come, they fly to the highlands of Mt. Bogong and the Buffalo 
Mountains, sheltering under the rocks, In the cool altitude of It,000 
feet, till summer Is past. It is said that the aborigines also went 
to the mountains In the summer and clloctod these moths, roasting 
them In their camp fires and consuming them for many days, until 
they became quite fat In condition. 

The old lady moth, Dasypodla solenophora . Is often seen In 
toilets and garages where they hide during the day time. They feod 
on wattles, and the larvae are found around the base of the tree In 
the sawdust droppings. 

The tropics have tho largest Insects, butterflies as well as 
moths. The large Saturnildae moth Cosclnocera hercules Is found In 
the north east of Queensland and Is perhaps the lnrgest moth known. 
It also flies In New Guinea. We have our gum moths locally, Anth¬ 
ers e a eucalypti , and a larger one A. helena that flies at higher 
elevations. 


Mr. David Holmes with 
a small part of his 
moth collection at the 
ESV meeting of 15 August. 
(M. Hunting photo.) 
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The one other family I would like to mention la the rjeomet- 
rldao. There nro a lot of subfamilies In this group, ranging from 
pretty little green emeralds, to rather attractive oenocliromlda, 
with their yellows, pinks and purplish markings. Others nro the 
bonrmlds, such ns Thalalna , having silky white wings with red and 
black markings traced on the front wings. 

Besides the netting of day flying moths and the attraction 
of moths to lights, there are other methods of collecting. In 
Europe and North America baiting Is used extensively. This invol¬ 
ves placing Juices of rotten fruits or stale boor on the bark 
around the base of trees. These are then checked through the 
night time for moths feeding on the Juices. When I was an orchards 
1st, the Deaprtment of Agriculture plaoed lures among the apple 
trees for detecting codling moth emergence. This helped us to 
know the time of greatest emergence, thus enabling us to spray 
for the greatest kill. 

Another method for collecting is to breed from larvae or 
eggs. This often gives 100$ rewards as there are no predators to 
contend with and on emergence you have perfect specimens. Also 
species that never come to the light are captured, suoh as Colep - 
teryx foldorl . The males of these seldom come to light, neither do 
some male Anthela . 

Like the butterflies, there are 

still many moths whose life histories 
have not been discovered. There is 
much to be done and very few 
people to do the work. Even 
though wo are amateur coll¬ 
ectors , we con help to 
carry on this important 
task. 


Mr. David Holmes shows a 
repaired specimen during 
his demonstration at the 
ESV meeting of 15 August. 

(Photograph1 H. Hunting) 
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BOOK REVIEW 


Tests, Diseases and Ailments of Australian Plants 

David Jones end Roger Elliot 

Lothian Publishing Company, Melbourne and Sydney, 1986 
235 X 160 mm, 333 pp, 16 col. plates, 824.95 

The stated theme of this book let "To learn the name of that creat¬ 
ure before you take steps to kill It, because you might bo doing 
yourself a favour by leaving It alone. Accurate Identification 
may save you and the creature n lot of anguish." 

The paper Is of sturdy quality, and while It only has a soft coverj 
the pages are sewn, making It suitable for heavy use. The colour 
plates on glossy peer, while not numerous, are excellent and are 
supplemented by black and white photographs and line drawings. 

There are 14 chapters divided over eight parts as followsi 

Part 1 - Introduction to Pests, Pest Control and Beneficial Animals. 

Part 2 - Sap Sucking Pests 

Part 3 - Chewing Pests Mainly Feeding on Leaves, Flowers and Fruit. 
Part 4 - Chewing Pests Mainly Feeding on Roots, Bark and Wood. 

Part 5 “ Miscellaneous Plant Pests. 

Part 6 - Native Plant Diseases and Their Control. 

Part 7 - Nutritional Diseases and Other Ailments. 

Part 8 - Supplementary Information. 

A glossary and a list of plants, giving the names of Insects that 
will attack them, Is Included. The latter Is useful as a guide to 
identifying larval stages of Insects, as It Is easier to identify 
the plant than the insect at this stage. 

The various parts have 'Keys' to Identify insects by way of plant 
damage, symptoms, etc., which are quite useful. 

Each part lists pests nlphabetlcally by common name, followed by 
scientific name. Information Is then given under headings - 
climatic regions, host plants, feeding habits, notes, control. 

Both the authors are well known horticulturists, particularly in 
the field of native plants, and have published previous books 
and articles. 

Although this book Is aimed at the native gardener it Is a ube- 

I 

ful addition to an entomologist's labrary. 


Peter Carwardlne. 
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BOOK REVIEW 


Threatened Swallowtail Butterflies of the World - The IUCN Red 
Data Book 

N.M. Collins and M.G. Morris 

International Union for the Conservation of Nature, Gland (Swltz.) 

and Cambridge (UK). 

vll + 401 pp. , 8 col. plates, 1985 

This book describes what are regarded as the threatened species 
of Swallowtail butterflies world wide, and lists the categories 
of endangered ( 7 ), vulnerable (24), rare (20), indeterminate (13), 
and insufficiently known (14). These species are analysed In 
detail| distribution, habitat and ecology and threats are discussed 
and conservation measures suggested. 

There Is a full list of the world fauna of Papllionidae giving 
distribution and conservation status with comments. Apart from the 
78 butterflies directly assigned to a conservation category, there 
are 97 further insects listed as requiring further continuous mon¬ 
itoring and research to determine their real status. This list In¬ 
cludes the Australian Ornlthopfcera euphorlon and 0. rlclunondla , 
although these are not regarded as immediately threatened. Fort¬ 
unately other Australian species do not appear in the main three 
categories. 

Other matters covered Include the trade in Swallowtail butter¬ 
flies, ranching and farming, legislation and International con¬ 
ventions and the threats from habitat alteration and destruction, 
pollution and commercial exploitation. 

It is a book of Interest to all butterfly collectors, particularly 
those concerned with conservation. 

The local price (hard cover) Is about $50. 

D.F. Crosby 


PUBLICATION OF MEMBERSHIP LIST 

It is intended that a current membership list showing special 
interests be published In the forthcoming (December) Issue. Any 
members who object to the publication of personal details please 
notify the Hon. Secretary. 
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BOOK REVIEW 


Milkweed Butterflies - Tholr Cladlstics and Biology 

P.R. Ackery end R.I. Vano-Wrlght 

( Tiopt of Entomology, British Museum (Natural History), London, 1984 
vll + 425 pp.J 11 col., 73 b&w plates. 

This book covers In considerable detail the 157 species of the 
Danalnae, a subfamily of the Nymphalldae. It treats the systematlos 
on a clndlst1c basis - this Involves the grouping of species by 
means of homologous characters and completely disregards the much 
used, but usually subjective, reliance on evolutionary characters. 
The authors state 1 "Characters and homology are closely ldentlfledl 
the recognition of homologies enables us to recognise groups| the 
recognition of groups enables use to Identify homologies." Used 
for this purpose are 221 adult characters, 4 larval characters 
and one hostplant association. 

The Danalnae are of great historical and current Importance In 
Investigations on evolution, Insect migration and chemical ecol¬ 
ogy. The book deals with their biology In considerable depth and 
provides keys for separation. A section covers the various geog¬ 
raphical faunas, giving a world-wide view of distribution. The 
16 Australian representatives recognised by Common and Water- 
house (1981) have been reduced to 14 by the Inclusion of Danaus 
phllene with D. affInis and Euploea elchornl In E. alcathoe . 

There are some fine plates of early stages and tho biological 
section inoludes major discussions on mimicry, migration, rep¬ 
roductive behaviour and ecology. 

The book makes very Interesting reading and will undoubtedly beo- 
ome the standard reference for the group. 

Local price (hard cover) Is about $90. 


D.F. Ciosby 


The new season Is with us. Lots of rain augurs well perhaps as 
a lead up to a bumj>er I 987 - 88 . Keep notes. The smallest observ¬ 
ations can fill spaces such as this In your News Bulletin. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Butterflies of Want Malaysia and Singapore 

W.A. Fleming 

Longman Malaysia, 2nd edition, Kaula Lumpur, I 983 
x 4 1 8 pp. , 9 2 col. plates. 

This revised edition of the standard identification handbook for 
the butterflies of peninsular Malaysia brings the nomenclature 
and distribution up to date from the 1975 first edition. The 
objectives are identification and distribution and therefore add¬ 
itional information, obtainable from the normal biological text¬ 
books, is kept to a minimum, consistent with these objectives. 
Identification hinges on the use of colour plates, which are 
of average quality and cover 1002 different insects. The plates 
are followed by short descriptions and details of particular 
points to facilitate separation. Notes on particular habitat types 
types are given, sometimes with locality names. 

The result is a useful handbook for collectors interested in that 
geographical area, in which there are many species related to 
the Australian butterfly fauna. 

The local cost (hard cover) 1s around l55« 


Malaysian Butterflies. - An Introduction 

Yong Hoi-Sen 

Tropical Press, 2nd Impression, Kuala Lumpur, 1984 
152 pp. 

This is essentailly a photographic miscellany of some i>f the 
common beautiful Malayan butterflies of all families. The colour 
photography and its reproduction are excellent. 

The text, whilst slanted to a non-aclentlfic roader, is conoise 
and contains basic Information about the species shown and biology/ 
observation generally. It complements the book by Fleming which 
lacks biological data. It is an attractive book. 

Local price is around $20 (hard cover). 


D.F. Crosby 
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VICTORIAN HIGHLAND RECORDS OF THE SWORDGRASS BROWN 
Ian Falthfull, 83 Easey Street, Colllngwood, Victoria, 3066 


The altitudinal range of Tislphone abeona (Donovan), the 
Swordgrass Brown butterfly, was recorded by Common and Waterhouse 
(1 98 1) as from sea level to about 760 metres In Victoria. 

On 30 December 1985 a few Individuals of tho subspecies albl - 
fascla Waterhouse were seen and one was captured 4 km ENE of Tolmlo 
(36 55 . 3 'S, 146 16.5'E) In the head waters of Holland Creek. This 
locality has an altitude of 835 m. 

Investigation has revealed previous records from even higher 
altitudes which were overlooked by Common and Waterhouse. Crosby 
(1975) found the subspecies at Mt. Buffalo where It was "common 
in damp gullies and soaks where (tho) food plant, Gahnla sleberlana . 
grows, particularly at lower altitudes, Mackey's Lookout and below. 

But a few specimens seen at Reeds Lookout." The 1i100,000 map of 
the area (Buffalo sheet, 8224, Edition 1) shows Mackey Lookout 
(36 43', 146 50'i) at 900-920 m. Crosby (pers. comm.) took two 
fairly worn males there on 7 March 1971 as well as an altimeter 
reading of-3600 ft (1097 m). His records from Reeds Lookout were 
of two males on 26 January 1969 at an estimated altitude of 4,000 
ft ( 1,220 m). 

No doubt other records from high altitudes In Victoria will 
be made. Thanks to David Crosby for elaborating on bis records. 

References 

Common, I.F.B. and Waterhouse, D.F. 1981. Butterflies of Australia . 
Angus and Robertson. 

Crosby, D.F. 1975. Insects of the Victorian National Parks. Part 1. 
Butterflies. Vlotorian Entomologist 5(3)• 1'7—125* 

COLLECTING HOUSES AND BEETLES 
To put it simply, Frank Campbell collects houses. When Mr. 

Campbell finds a house ho wants, he either persuades the owner to 
give it to him or he buys It ... So far the Australian House Project 
... has collected five houses and two schools ... In eight yenrs of 
collecting ... Mr Campbell has found that very little Is understood 
of the typos and styles ... Even less has been system atically coll¬ 
ected and researched. "What has been done for beetles has not been 
done for. something as simple as houses", he said. , 

John Schauble, Wnntedt houses, suitable for restoration. t?l®_Age, 18 JUnb 
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EXCURSION TO WARRANDYTE / WONGA PARK 


TIME l 


DATE l 


Sunday 19 October 1986 

IO. 3 O am. Note - Daylight saving starts Sat. night 


MEETING PLACE 1 Jumping Creek Road 3 * 2 km east of Warrandyte - Rln 


wood Road or 0.3 km west of Hartley Road. There is 
a roadway running off to the west at this point 
into the property. 


Bring lunch or pick up on the way through Warrandyte. 

This excursion la to survey the properties Stanebrae and Yarra- 
brae which have not been burnt or cleared for over 150 years. 
These properties are to be sold and subdivided and at the moment 
various surveys are taking place in order to make submissions to 
the Government in November that the area may be saved. Our excur¬ 
sion results will be used in these submissions, but should the 
area be broken up we will at least have some records of what was 
there. 

It is possible that the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria Botany 
Group will also hold an excursion on the same day to survey the 
plants. 

ENQUIRIES 1 Peter Carwardine 56 1 7999 work, 211 8958 home. 



N 




Yarra 

River 


/ 



Hartley Road 


L 


1 km 


Warrandyte 


REFER MELWAY 
MAP 24 


To Ringwood 


MEET (MELWAY 24 Ell) 
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MEMBERS * NOTICES 


Members In need of literature, equipment, Information, etc. 
are encouraged to submit noticed for.Inclusion in the Victorian 
Entomologist . These are published free of charge. Notices con¬ 
cerning sale of specimens will not be printed. 

WEEKEND WORKSHOP ON BUTTERFLIES AND MOTHS 

11-12 October 1986, Badhnm Laboratories, University of 
Sydney. Sponsored by the Entomological Society of New 
South Wales. Cost $20. Open to all interested persons. 
Lectures and practical sessions aimed at the amateur 
collector will cover Identification techniques, diss¬ 
ections, preparation of specimens, host plant identif¬ 
ication, rearing and other topics. 

Registration forms available from The Secretary, 
Entomological Society of Now South Wales, c/o The 
Australian Museum, PO Box A285, Sydney South, 2000. 
Closing date for reglstrntloh - 31 August 

STILL AVAILABLE 

'PRELIMINARY DISTRIBUTION MAPS OF BUTTERFLIES IN VICTORIA' 
Published by the Entomologloal Society of Victoria 
This Is the first major publication resulting from the Society's 
ENTRECS Scheme. The book consists of 108 species maps totalling 55 
pages, 5 PP* of spare maps, a master map showing the grid system 
used, an introduction of 2 pp. and a list of contributors. It Is 
spiral bound so opens flat. 

Cost flO plus <2 postage and handling. 

Available at meetings of the ESV or fromi 

David Crosby, 

ENTRECS Co-ordlnator, 

74 Glpps Street, 

EAST MELBOURNE, 3002. 

Jol. 417 6345 

Much data has been received slnoe April 1985 and It is Intended 
that an updated issue of the book will be published in the next 
year or two. 


The Victorian Entomologist is produced at the Standards Association 
of Australia printery, Clunies Ross House, ParkvjLlle. 
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Excursions 

Secretary 

Past President 


- Peter Carwardine, 2a Victoria Rd., Malvern, 
3141(. 211 8958 (AH), 561 7999 (bh) 

- Peter Carwardine. 


Councillors - Ross Field, Julie Field, Mark Hunting, 

Peter Kelly. 


DIARY OF COMING EVENTS 

Friday 17 Ootober 8 pm - General Meeting. 

Max Moulds « The Contribution of the Amateur . 

Sunday 19 Oot. 10.30am - Excursion to Warrandyte/Wonga Park. 

See page 6k for details. 

21 November - Council Meeting 

12 December — General Meeting. Members Night and Christ¬ 

mas Breakup. Supper in the Soienoes Club. 

20 February - Genoral Meeting. 

Scientific names contained in this document are not 
intended for permanent soientifio record, and are no 
not published for the purposes of nomenclature within 
the meaning of the International Code of Zoological 
Nomenclature, Article 8 (b). Contributions are not 
refereed, and authors alone are responsible fox' the 
views expressed. 

CT f'C 

mr 
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exception of the December meeting which may ho held earlier. 
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Cover illustration by W.N.D. Quick. 

Cyrla imperjails (Fnbriclua), Rnnlcsin Jewel Beetle (Buprestldne). 








MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEEflNG, OCTOBER 1986 


The President, J. Burns, opened the meeting at 8.10 pin. 


Apologies 1 
Present 1 


Minutes 1 


L. <1 K. Dunn, D. & J. holmes, P. Kelly, A. Yon, 

M. Braby, G. Burns, P. Carwardine, K. Clark, 

D. Crosby, I. Fnithfull, R. & J. Field, 

M. Hunting, M. Le Souef, D. McLaren, C. McPhee, 
M. * B. Moulds, A. Nobolss, T. New, D. &. N. 
Stewart, R. Vagi, K. Valker. ' . 

Minutes of the August general meeting (V Ic . 

Ent . 16, p.5*0 passed (Crosby/J. Flold). 

v/. / 

The President then invited Ross Field to make the presents t Ion''of ■ 

N, 1 "4 \ ;> ■ 1 s' 

the 1986 Zoo Le Sougf Memorial Award to Max Moulds. Ross highlighted 
some of Max Moulds* entomological activities, such ns his founding 
of Australian Entomological Supplies and the Australian Entomolog ¬ 
ical Magazine , as well as noting his impressive collecting and 
research record In several groups of insects, Including cicadas, 
Lepldoptera and Odonata. Ills contributions span a period of more 
than 20 years, throughout which the spirit of sincere concern for 
fellow workers and mutual help has predominated. The proaontation 
was accompanied by loud applause. 

In reply. Max commented how honoured he felt to receive the award. 
The President then invited him to address the Society on 'Aust¬ 
ralian Entomological Research 1 The Role of the Amateur*. A vote 
of thanks was proposed by M. Hunting. 


Correspondence 1 Detailed and received (j. Fiold/M. Le Souef). 

Treasurer's Reporti G. Burns reported credit balances of $2127.80 

(General Account) and $ 1657.00 (Memorial Fund). 
There are currently 50 financial members. 
Received (Croaby/Neboiss). 

Editor's Reporti I. Fnithfull appealed to members for articles 
and notes for forthcoming News Bulletins. 

Excursions 1 P. Carwardine drew members' attention to the 

imminent trip to the Warrandyte area. Crnnb- 
ouine and a possible weekend excursion to 
Licola, the Grampians or Mt Cole wore noted 
ns possible events for late summer. 

General Buslnessi 1. K. Walken a pair of Acrodlpsas 111ldgol from 
Brisbane. Tills species Is unusual In the 
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gotius In Hint: If; does not hill-top nnd In oon*- 
fined to swampy nrons. 

11. K. Clnrki Insects from Townsville, Including 

tho Inrga bootlo X ylotrupos gldeon nnd n series 
of Acr aon nndromnclm rsnrod from lnrvno on wllcj 
passion vino. 

111. M. Brnbyt lnrvno of Pornlucla aurlfarn found, 

with nttondnnt nnt.s, In soil around tho bnso of 
smnll Bursa rla plants nt Christmas Hills, 
lv. M. Lo Sounft passed on regards from D. A J. 
Holmes, who nre enjoying good collecting In 
Queensland. Dellas li arpalyce had emerged on a 
cold, drlxrly day on August 17, apparently un- 
usually enrly (Blairgowrie, colony on mistletoe 
In gardon). Sovnrnl members commented on enrly 
sightings of the species this year, 
v. R. Field reported that n visiting delegation of 
entomologists from Chinn would be visiting tho 
Butterfly House nt tho end of their trip, 
vl. D. Crosby reported that progress was being made 
on the new ENTHEC3 form, and drew members' att¬ 
ention to tho existence of maps of Victoria 
over-printed with a grid based on tho 1>250000 
map series. 

vll. T. Now Informed members that the Christmas meet¬ 
ing would be followed by refreshments In the 
Sciences Club. 

Tho meeting closed nt 9-50 pm. 

T. New, 

Hon. Secretary. 

MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING, El NOVEMBER 1986 

A Vice-President, K. Walker, chaired tho mooting, oponlng nt 

8.05 pm. 

Apologlosi G. A J. Burns, R. A J. Field, P. Kolly. 

Presonti P. Cnrwnrdlno, D. Crosby, I. Fnlthfull, M. Hunt¬ 

ing, T. Now. 

Minutest Minutes of the September Council Meeting ( Vic . 
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Correspondence I 


Editor's Reporti 

Treasurer's Reporti 
Excursion's Reporti 


Memorial Award I 


General Buslnessii. 


li. 


ill. 


lv. 


En t . 1 6 i 53-<i ) passed (Carwardine/Hunting) . 

Detailed and received after discussion 
(Crosby/Carwardlne). It was noted that the 
Zoo was taking steps to organise a 'static 
display' at the Butterfly House. 

I. Faithfull stressed the need for material 
for forthcoming News Bulletins. 

Deferred. 

P. Carwardlne commented briefly on results 
from the Warrandyte excursion. K. Knlkor 
raised the possibility of an evening light- 
trapping, probably at La Trobe University, 
later in the soason. 

T. Now informed Council that the Award Com¬ 
mittee had met and deliberated over several 
very worthy candidates. The unanimous decis¬ 
ion is that the the Award be made to Mr. A. 

F. Atkins. The announcement was greeted with 
applause. 

P. Carwardlne expressed Council's thanks to 
the Secretary for the work he had put in on 
organising the award publicity. 

Forthcoming meetings. The programme for the 
first half of 1987 is now finalised. 

Butterfly Safari. Members agreed to support 
the forthcoming Butterfly Safari being organ¬ 
ised by the Childrens Museum and the Gould 
League on 16 January (see elsewhere in this 
issue). More information is needed boforo 
agreeing to participate further as guides 
for tours of the Butterfly House lator in 
January. 

Refreslunonts have been organised In the 
Members Lounge of the Sciences Club follow¬ 
ing the December Members' Night. 

ENTRECS. D. Crosby reported that a recent 
mooting of tlio ENTRECS Committoo had dis¬ 
cussed various probloms over the dnta form, 
relating in particular to slnglo v. multiple 
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enfcrias, nnd thnfc changes wore in hand. 


v. Nigod Quick Imfl prooenled the Society with 
the frnmod original drnwfnR which has been 
reproduced on the cover of the current volume 
of the V ictorian Entomologist . Thanks exprene^d 


The meeting closed nt 9»05 P m> 


T. New, 

lion. Secretary. 


ZOO LE souftr MEMORIAL AWARD 


The award hns been offered to Mr Andrew F. Atkins, 
n former Secretory of the Society nnd n well known nmnteur 
export on butterflies (especially Ilenperolden) nnd entom¬ 
ological nrtlst. Andrew hns hnd n life-long Interest In 
Insects nnd his lnrge collection of butterflies hns 
recently been donated to the the ANIC. He hns travelled 
widely In sonrch of Insects, nnd lies published about 30 
papers on butterfly systomntlcs nnd biology ns well ns 
accumulating Information towards publication of a mono- 
grnph on world HenperioIdea. 


Previous Winners 


(Vic.) 
(NSW) 


1983 Mr. Keith llnteley (V 
198'l Mr. Geoff Williams ( 
1985 Mr. Mnx Moulds (NSW) 


Contributions to the Zoo Le SouSf Memorial Award Fund will bo 
gratefully received nnd should be addressed to the Honorary 
Treasurer, Mr. Gordon Burns. 
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BUTTERFLIES OBSERVED ON DUNK ISLAND 
QUEENSLAND FROM 2h TO 30 AUGUST 1986 


Tony Morton, 32 Chatsworth Road, Prahran, Victoria, 3'8' 


Badamla exclamatIonia 
Notocrypta walgensla prosorplna* 
Ocybadlatos ap. 

Arrhonoa ap. 

Ceptirenoa ap. 

Sabora oaoalna alblfaacla 
Pelopldaa ugna? 

Graphlum aarpodon choredon 

G. agameumon llgalum 
Paplllo augoua 

P. ulyasoa Joosa 

Creaalda croaslda crosalda 

Pachliopta polydorua quoenalandlcua 

Ornlthopteru prlnmus euphorlon 

Catopallla poinona pomona 

Euromn hecnbe plioebua 

Elodlna ap.? 

Dallas mysls inysia 
Anaphaela Java teutonic 
Applaa paullna oga 
Danaua ploxlppus plexlppua 
Euploea tulllolus tulllolua 
Tellervo zoilus zoilus 
Melanltla leda baukla 
Mycaloala terminus tormlnua 
M. perseua parsons 
llypocyata lrlus 
Xols arctoa nrbtoa 
Polyura pyrrliua sempronlus 
Hypollnmaa bollna norlna 

H. allmeua laininn* 

Junonla liodonla zallma 
J. villlda calybo 

J. orlthya alblclncta 
Cethloau cydlppo cbryalppo 
Cupba prosope proaope 
Arbopala madytua 
Danis cyanea arlnia 
Lampides boetlcus 
Zlzlna labradua labradua 
Eucbryaopa cnojua cnldua 


Notes 1 1. Green Troo-ant present. 

2. Species marked * observed early 
January 1970. 

Editor's Hotel This list may be compnrod with that for Dunk and 
other islands nortli of 21 degrees south by D.G. Duckworth and 
J. McLean (Notes on a collection of butterflies form the Islands 
of the Groat Barrier Reef, Queensland. An 3 t ■ en t ■ Mag . 1 3( 3.fr ) 1 *13-8 . 
July 1986 ). They list 11 spp. for Dunk and 80 spp. overall. 
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A FORTUNE ON T11E BOOKSHELF? 


Peter Cnrwnrdlno, 2n Victoria Pond, Mnlvern, Vic., 1144 


The 13 th Annual Antiqunrinn Hook Fair wns hold nt tho Melb¬ 
ourne Town Hnll in mId-Ociobor with 23 hooksotlors form various 
pnrto of Australia nnd Now Zonlnnd in attendance. Mony old books 
tliosn days nro fetching quite high prices, particularly those 
with an Austrnllnn content:. Unfortitnnto 1 y for ns, books on Aust- 
rnlinn entomology nro no exception, pnrtlculnrly older books 
with coloured plntes which are sought after by book collectors 
end investors. Ttiore were n few books on entomology nnd I Imve 
tho following list of those X sow with their prices. I have 
else nddod prices in brockets from on ortlclo by Nnncye Kont Perry 
in Win g s nnd Stings No. 2 (tho forerunner of tho Vic. Ent. ) 
quoting prices from tho F.G. Coles Collection Auction nnd n 
Dook Deolers catalogue, both 19t>5. 

It should be understood thnt these nro deolers selling 
prices nnd thnt buying prices would be 60 ^ nt tho boot for n 
book in good condition. 

If nnyone is interested in purchnslng one of these books, 
tho writer con put them in touch with the respective denier who 
mny still hnve the book. 

Anderson nnd Spry, Victorian Duttorflles , 1893- $85 
Darrett nnd Hums, Butterflies of Aust.&Now Guinea ,1951 $20 
D'Abrern, Dutterfllos of Aust. Region , >97*^ $200 
Duttorflles of Aust. Re gion, 1977* $200 
Dlrdwlng Butterfles , *975- $250 
Moths of Australia , 1974. $35 
French, Destructive Insects of Victoria, 5 Parts,1 891 -1911 

$200 ($ 30 ) 

Froggnt, Australian Insects , 1907* $'20 (942) 

Forest Insects of Australia , '923. *40 
Forest Insects and Timber Dore rs,19 2 7 $ 6 5 
MoCubbln, Australian Butterflies , 197'- $150 
McKeown, Austral i an Insec ts, 19^2 $30 

Mlskin, Synonymlcal Catalogue of the Lepldoptera , 189'. $123 
Musgrnve, Bibliography of Aust. Entom ology, 1932. $150. ($24) 
Rnlnbow, Australian Butterflies ,1907- ~94o 

Rnyment, A Cluster of Bee s, 1935- $400. , 

Tlllynrd, T he Insects of Aust. nnd N.Z ., 1926 . $IOO,$ 130,$225 ($ 8 )) 
Waterhouse, W hat Butterfly Is Tha t?, 1932. $130 


Some original prices werei Tlllynrd $2.50, McKeown $0-75, 
McCubbln $ 25 , D'Abrern I 97 I $29-95. D'Abrern 1975 $49-50. 

#»*#*»»•»»*#*»»»#»»* 

A report on the Wnrrnndyto excursion will appear in tho first 
issue for 1987 . Detnils of species seen nnd collected, nnd other 
notes should be forwarded to the Excursions Secretary no soon 
ns possible. 
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BOTANY FOB ENTOMOLOGISTS PART 3 
COLLECTING AND PRESERVING BOTANICAL SPECIMENS 

Peter Carwardine, 2a Victoria Road, Malvern, Vic., 31 M 

As pointed out In an earlier article (Vic. Ent. Dec. 1985) 
you may have plants identified at a State Herbarium. However 
poorly presented specimens may make this task difficult or 
Impossible and may not encourage staff whose time is at a 
premium to assist you further. 

When taking plant samples, abide by all laws, do not take 
protected plants (lists available for each State) or endangered 
species. Here some knowledge of identification will help even 
without going to species level. A plant may be rare locally, 
but quite common some distance awayi in such cose ovoid taking 
from the locality as you may endanger a variety of the species. 

Although small samples are often worthless because they do 
not show enough characteristics, uvold taking excessive samples 
particularly from small plants and avoid damaging the plant as 
muoh as possible. Secateurs or a small pair of wire cutting 
pliers Mill cause less damage than breaking by hand. 

Samples ahohld not bo taken from National Parks, flora 
reserves, etc. Quite often the same plant can be found outside 
the fence. Properly prepared and stored specimens will keep 
indefinitely and may be used for further examination or comp¬ 
arison. 

Collecting 

Select material from u good typical plant, not a dwarf, 
giant or other abnormal plant. Samples should bo taken of all 
parts of the plant if possible - flowers, buiU, fruits, leaves, 
stems, bark and in some cases, roots. Wherever possible flowers 
should bo included ns they contain most of the cliaraoteristlos 
needed for identification. Some species have separate male and 

Port 1. Vic. Ent. 15(5) October 1985 . Recommended Texts. 

Part 2. Vic. Ent. 15(6) Dec. 1985. Plant Identification. 
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female flovors nnd both cnn bo collected. In fcho case of specie., 
thnt hovo tho mnlo nml fomnlo flowers on nopnrnto plnnt.i two 
aopnrnte collections otiould bo mndo. Old frultn on tho ground 
may bo collected If It Is certain that they came from tho same 
plant, but It should bo noted that they were not on tho plant. 

If Juvenile (seedling) leaves are different to the mature 
ones, both should bo collected, especially In tho case of eucnl- 
ypts,ns they are an Important Identification factor. 

If possible specimens should bo large enough to nearly fill 
a herbarium sheet with sufficient for tho collector to retnln a 
portion for future reference. Collected specimens should be put 
straight Into n field press. This consists of two shoots of 
masonite, 3-ply board or similar,nnd tho specimens ore placed 
In folded newspaper sheets (the Melbourne Sun is the standard 
sire for pressing sheets) between these boards which are kept 
undor pressure with leather straps or tightly tied cord. Only 
one species should be placed In each folder. Long specimens 
such ns grasses should be bent to the shape of V, N or M. 

A press mndo to take sheets of tho Sun Is a good guide to tho 
sire needed for herbarium specimens. If necessary, stand on the 
press while tying It up to obtain sufficient pressure. 

As It Is sometimes necessary to identify using fresh, 
rnther than pressed, mntorlnl this cnn bo collected In a 
plastic bag such ns a small waste bin liner. Force most of tho 
air out, fold over the top and sonl with a rubber band. If the 
bag Is placed in the bottom of a refrigerator tho material will 
keep fresh for several days. Falling a field press, mntorlnl 
for pressing may also be transported this way, but should be 
pressed ns soon no possible, although flowers may need to be 
revived by a few hours In water. 

Labelling 

At the time of collecting, a label with a specimen number 
should be tied to the specimen If possible, or nt least enclosed 
In the field press with the specimen. Another label cnn be 
included with the specimen or a field notebook cnn be used to 
record tho following dntni Specimen No., Precise Locality, 

Date of Collection, Collectors Name, Relevant Notes which 
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cannot bo recognised from n dried specimen - colour and scont 
of flower, size of plant, habit of plant, and Ecological Nbtes 
Including other associated planta, aapect, aoil type and terrain, 
whether common or rare, altitude. Photographa of all or aultable 
porta of the plant are a valuable auppleinent to the notes. 

Preaaing and Drying 

The plants, together with their label should bo transferred 
from the field press to fresh folders on the evening of collection, 
or at the latest, on the next morning, arranging any crumpled 
leaves and flowers. The plant press should be strong, light and 
allow the free passage of air. A pnlr of wooden lattices or 
metal refrigerator racks will do. 

Separate each folder with several sheets of newspaper (the 
drying sheets). Air circulation may be Improved by placing a 
lattice or a sheet of currugated cardboard here and there if 
the stack is large. Pressure should be applied with leather 
straps or with about 25 kg of weight (6 bricks). 

The drying sheets should be changed after 26 hours and fur¬ 
ther changing may be necessary depending on amount of moisture 
In tho plants. A dry specimen will feol dry to touch but should 
not be brittle. The secret of colour preservation Is quick drying 
wbioh also has an additional advantagei If the drying sheets are 
not changed when necessary the specimens may become mouldy. 

Drying Is Improved If specimens are placed In a sunny or breezy 
place or noar a heater. Excessive heat without air circulation, 
such as an oven or clothes drier, will cause specimens to det¬ 
eriorate. 

Mounting 

Speclinons in newspaper folders may be submitted to the State 
Herbarium for identification. Each should be accompanied by a 
lubol neatly written In black ink or biro or typed on paper about 
12x12 cm giving full dotuils us shown above. Unmounted specimens 
should bo sent as they facilitate inspection, dissection and tho 
use of a microscope, howover you may wish to make a reference 
collection of your own and mount those specimens for ease of 
handling. 
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The dry spocimonn should bo mounted on drawing pnpor 
using glue or white gummed strips) adhesive tnpo must not bo 
used. Vnrloua horbnrin use different alzo nhoots, Melbourne 
uses * l * * * * l^x2B cm nrrnnged vertically. It Is Important thnt only 
spoclmons from one plont be mounted on a shoot. The dnto lnbol 
should bo gummed to tho lower right linnd corner. 

Precautions should be token ngelnet Insect nttnek, but 
should this occur, you will undoubtedly collect, preserve, 
mount end lobel tho offending Insect. 

Conclusion 

Properly propnrod specimens will koop Indefinitely, con be 
hnndled for Identification end con be stored In a minimum of 
spneo. You can mnko up n reference collection of host plants, 
etc. but if sending specimens to n herbarium, make up duplicates 
ns they generally like to koop them for their own use. When you 
send material, keep a list of the specimen numbers so you will 
know what was what, and explain why you want the mnterlal ident¬ 
ified. 

Fresh material should not normally bo sent to an herbarium 
ns It may deteriorate on the way, and cannot always be attended 
to Immediately on arrival. Material packed In plastic bags will 
often go mouldy. 

It is hoped thnt this series of articles will help you 
one way or another to Identify those plants that are associated 
with entomology. 

Acknowledgment 

I wish to thank Margaret Corrlck of the National Herbarium, 
Melbourne, for checking this article. 

•>*«*«« 

THE 1986 CAPER WHITE BUTTERFLY MIGRATION 

Movements of the Caper White butterfly ( Anaphaels Java teutonla) 
occurred In Melbourne around 6 and 7 November this year. Please 

send In your notes on dates, times, numbers, direction of move¬ 
ment, etc. for publication In tho February 1997 Issue. 
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EUREMA SMILAX AT CHRISTMAS MILLS 

Mr. Michael Brnby linn reported the sighting of n Smnll Groan 
Yellow nt Clirlntnma Fill La nbout 300 m west of Clintons Rond on 
the Elthnm - Ynrrn Glon Rond on 28 October nt 2 pm. The fnlrly 
worn, dull yellow specimen of Eurema s mllax woo moving In nn 
easterly direction. 

C. McCubbln (Auotrnllnn Butterflies, Nelson, 1971) noted thnt 
this species visits Melbourne nbout onoe In every five yenrs. 

M. Brnby, 21 Cromwell St., Elthnm, Vic. 3095 


BOOK REVIEW 

A Complete Guide to British Butterflies 
M. Brooks nnd C. Knight 
Jonnthon Cope, London, 1982 
vlil + 159 pp* 

Whnt nppenls nbout this book Is the wny enoh of the 60 Indigenous 
species Is treated. Ench hns photogrnphs of the mnle nnd femnle 
(mostly In the wild) together with the egg, young nnd flnnl lnstnr 
lnrvne nnd pupn. There Is n circular life cycle chnrt showing the 
durntlon of ench stage, Including the single or double broods por 
yenr. Ench stage Is nlso described In the text, together with the 
ndults. 

The species described have their relevnnt subspecies nnd forms 
described nnd there Is n sepnrnte section showing photogrnphs of 
the 10 rnro migrants which nre sometimes found. 

The descriptive section Is preceded by chapters on the biology of 
butterflies, breeding, collecting nnd photographing, the lntter 
particularly covering the micrographs of the eggs nnd small larvae. 
There Is also a useful glossary. 

The biology covers the life cycle, stnges, variation, enemies nnd 
diseases, protective devices, dispersal nnd mlgrntlon, nomenclat¬ 
ure nnd clnsslflcntlon. Those points nre presented In a prnctlcnt 
nnd easily rend manner. 

Local cost (linrd cover) approximately $ 35 . 

D.E. Crosby 
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SIX NEW STATE PARKS 


The State Government will create six now State Parka, the 
Victorian Premier, Hr Cain, announced on October 13* All parka 
were recommended by the Land Conservation Council* 

1 . Barm all. 

7900 ha of the 30000 ha comprising the Red Gum forest. Graz¬ 
ing to continue at reduced rates, timber harvesting to be 
phased out over five years. 

2. Mt. Lawson. 

Narrow-leaf Peppermint forests and Blnck Cypress Pine wood¬ 
lands. 

3 . French Island. 

Well preserved marsh and mangrove communities. 

4. Angahook-Lorne. 

Comprises much of the coastal fall of the eastern Otways. 
Largely burnt in the February 1983 bushflres. 

5. Black Range. 

A western outlier of the Grampians. Yellow Gum and Grey Box 
woodlands, at present poorly represented in reserves. 

6 . Ht. Araplles-Tooan. 

Extensive examples of Wlmmera Plains vegetation, now almost 
completely cleared for agriculture. 



Extensions to existing reserves were also nnnouncedi 

Varby Range. Includes a gift of 205 1 |a from the Nason family of 
Wangara t ta. 

Gippaland Lakes .566 ha acquired from Terrell Pty. Ltd. next to 
Lake Boga on the Doole Boole Peninsula. 

Warrandyte. Yarra River portions of the Stone Brae and Yarra 
Brno properties. 

Ht. Rlclunond and Discovery Bay. 58 ha providing a corridor 
botwoon the two reserves. 

Pink Lakes. Boundary correction. 


77 


Vic. Ent. 16(6) December 1986 








ACACIA PRAVIS SP1A, ANOTHER LARVAL FOOD PLANT FOR THE AUSTRALIAN . 
HAIRSTREAK, PSEODALMBNOS CHLOR IND A ZEP HYRUS (LYCAENIDAE) 

Inn Faithful!, 83 Ensey Slront, Colllngwood, Vlctorln, 3066 


On 29 December 1985 my brother nnd I were making n brlof 
explorntlon of tho rond nldo nonr Tolmle, between Mansfield nnd 
Whitfield, In northonet Vlctorln. Our Intention won to Identify 
the onenlypt growing In tlio nppnrent. frost hollow nbout t km 
south enst of Curley*s Tolmle Store to the went of the rond. 

My nttontion wns diverted from thin enterprise by tho fluttering 
of Pseudalmonua chlorlnda zephyrus nround tho upper tips of 2-3 
m high shrubs of Aohcln prnvlsslma , Ovens Wnttle, which form 
pnrt of the undorntorey in this woodlnnd. Before moving on I 
Investigated the plants tlioso butterflies were landing on nnd 
found smell numbers of black nnd yellow lnrvno feeding on the 
topmost loaves, attended by small black nnts. 

The following day, hnvlng Identified the trees ns Eucalyptus 
camphora , Mountain Swnmp Gum, by reference to Costermnns ('983)• 
nnd hnvlng noted his photograph (p> 352 ) of the very locality we 
had Investigated, I returned with a camera’ to have a further look. 
Briefly diverted by n fornglng echidna nnd another dug In on the 
rond verge, I noon had photographs of tho larvae, some of which 
were nonring maturity, nnd specimens of the nttendnnt ant. 

From these out of focus shots, Mr.Nigel Quick lias confirmed 
tho Identification no Pseudalmonua . l!e notes (Pars. Comm. 198 b) 
that tho pictures show "the four or five very conspicuous lateral 
bristles together with the dorsal pattern of tho larva, the latter 
almost defying description In Its complexity". Identification of 
tho ants ns Irldomyrmex foetans Clark was needed however to secure 
his opinion. 

Dr R.W.(Bob) Taylor has kindly made thin determination. He 
snys (Pern. Comm. 1986) that the ant Is actually correctly known 
ns Irldomyrmex blconvexus Snntschl, blconvexus being tho Junior 
synonym according to W.L. Drown (195^)• LopIdopter1sto please 
note. 


Irldomyrmex blconvexus ( = foetans Clnrk) "omits a powerful 
nnd pungent odour when disturbed... Tho odour can bo detected 
for a considerable distance. The smell Is much worse than the 
usual "ran cld butter" smell given off by most species of this 
genus"(Clark, 19 2 9)- Quick thinks that these ants were "not 
Inappropriately dubbed "Plss-nnts" ... originally by either 
Alex Burns or the late Charlie Oke"(Pers. Comm. ' 986 ). Brown 
provides a few notes on the preferred habitat of blconvexus , 
Eucalyptus regnnns forest. 

Aoncln molanoxylon , Blackwood, nnd A. doalbatn . Silver 
Wnttle, are the usual foodplants of tho llolrstreak nnd at 900 m 
In northern Vlctorln (this locality 835 m) "larvae are found 
nearly always on A. dealbata " (Common nnd Waterhouse, 1981). 

Two other known food plants of tho subspecies zephyrus are A. 
o btuslfolln and A. trachyphlola (ibid.). 

Acac ia prnvlsslm a Is distributed through east nnd north 
oast Vlctorln to tho southern tablelands of NSW nnd tho ACT but 
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In Victoria it is rarely found south oi' the divide. It is locally 
common near streams and on sheltered, damp sites in montane open 
forests (Willis, >97 2 l Coatermans, 1983). It is apparently not 
known ns the foodplant of any other butterfly, so New 1 3 (1984)fcota 
of j6 species of Acacia known os foodplants of Australian buttei— 
flies (based on Common and Waterhouse, 197 2 , and Fisher, 1978) 
is increased. 

I hove two previous records of P. chlorlnda in the Tolmle 
district. Two pupae wore taken from under the bark of a large 
A. dealbata on 25 February 1985 at a site 2 km south east of 
Toombullup. One emerged on 1 November 1985. No Acacia pravlsslma 
is present in this area. The butterfly was common at Bald Hill 
(1206 m), 11 kra north east of Merrljig on 29 December 1985 in 

BXioalyptus pauclflore . Snow Gum, woodlnnd. 

Localltlesi 1 km south of Tolrnio store YH50 

2 km south east of Toombullup YR50 
11 km north east of Merrljig YS06 

Acknowledgments 
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providing reference material and to Mr. Nigel Qulok for identify¬ 
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MISSING ISSUES ? 

Have you missed out on receiving any recent issuos of the 
Vic. En t . 7 Mistakes can sometiinos bo made in the raailout and 
the financial status of members. Please do not hositato to ask 
for missing issues to ensure your collection is complete. Those 
from 1 * 4 ( 6 ) onwards can be obtainod from the lion. Editor. Those 
prior to December 198*4 may be harder to obtain and contact 
should be made with the Hon. Secretary. 


DECEMBER MEETING - MEMBERS' NIGHT - SUPPER IN THE SCIENCES CLUB 
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PECENT PUBLICATIONS OF INTEREST 


A DNA fingerprint for klllor boos. Now Scientist 3* July 1986 

Now techniques of nucleic ncld frngmnntotion using enzymes linvo 
nllowed thn ldontifiontion of nt leant twelve differences In the 
DNA of Apia mellifere , the Honey Hoe. One of those races, the so- 
celled Brazilian Doe Is o hybrid between Europoen Dees (A.m. mell ¬ 
if era nnd A.m. llgu s tlca ^ end Afrlcnn Hoes (A.m. ndnnaonil Tlmportec 
to lmprovo the locnl stocks In 1956. TI 10 result wns en nggresslve 
boo thnt swnrms rendlly nnd which Is now being found In Isolated 
colonies In the USA. It is hoped that further use of genetic mani¬ 
pulation techniques will enable easier identification of the 
Brazilian hybrids, a separation now being achieved by complex 
morphometric analysis. 

See also The Hive nnd the Honey Bee, Dadnnt and Sons, 1975- 

John Schnubln, The mnllgned termite finds a sympathetic ear. 

The Ago (Melbourne) 25 August 1986 p-5. 

Rosenrch by Dr. John French nnd Mr. Don Ewart monitoring termites 
nt Erica nnd Ferny Crook nnd French's new termite trap, a simple 
wooden box baited with rotten wood nnd soggy, corrugated cnrdbonrd 
nnd Impregnated with poison which the termites carry back to their 
nes t. 

Bernice Williams, One Jump ahead of the flea. New Scientist 3' Jul; 
Now findings show that fleas are better nt transmitting serious 
disease tlinn wns thought. 

Dutch find cure for elm disease. Now Scientist 7 Aug. 1986 p. 17 . 
Elm bark beetles are the usual carriers of the fungus Ophlostoma 
ulml which causes Dutch elm disease. FenpropImorph, a fungicide 
developed to treat mildew in ceronl crops, halts the development 
of the fungus from its yonst phase to the more virulent growing 
mycelium phase.wlthout harming the tree. Control In the Netherl¬ 
ands has previously been lnrgoly with the use of long-lasting 
Insecticides which kill the booties. 

See also John Lnhey, Just a little bit of fungus could change 
Melbourne in two years. T ile Ago 16 July I 9 B 3 . 

Small midges are more macho. New Scientist 7 August 1986 p.28 
Female midges fly through all male swnrms to mate- In two spocios 
of ChIronomld,exclusively very small males have been found In 
mated pairs. Smallness in adult males has long been regarded 
merely as a side-effect of early emergence nnd thus early access 
to females but males of those species thnt emerge late are the 
same size ns those thnt emerge early. The price of being small 
but sexy is the need to feed In what could bo an unfavourable 
onvlronmen t. 

R.W.Taylor, D.R.Brown & Josephine C. Cnrdole, Zoological Catal ¬ 
ogue of Australia Vol.2. H ym onoptern 1 Formicolden, Vespolden end 
S phecolde n. Australian Govt. Publishing Service, Cnnberrn, >985 

E.B. llrltton, A revision of the Australian Chafers (Coleopterni 
ScarnbneldnoiMololonthlnne) Vol. 6 . Tribe Lipnretrinl Genus Col- 
pochlln. A unt. J. Zoology Suppl. Series No 118, 9 June 1986 
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS OF INTEREST (CONT.) 

Q.A.Webb, A breeding aggregation of Chnuliognathua pulchellus 
Maoleay (ColeopteraiCantharidao). Victorian Not .103( 6 ) 1 11 h - 6 , 
Jul-Aug 1986. 

K.L.Dunn and C.E.Aston, Some notes on butterflies from south¬ 
eastern Australia. Vlo. Nat. 103(6) I 1 19~21 -range extensions 
for Hesperlds, Saturnlds and Lycaenida, new ovlposltlon record 
for Polyura A. new foodplant for Taractrocera papyrla . 

T.J Hawkeswood, Obs. on the longicorn beetle, Trltocosmla root 
(hope)(Coleoptera 1 Cerambycidea). Vic. Nat. 103(If) 1 122 

T.K. Pal and J.F. Lawrence, A new gonus and subfamily of myoo- 
phagous Bothrideridae (Colooptera 1 CucuJoidea) from the Indo- 
Australlan region with notes on related families. J. Aust. ent . 
Soc. 25 ( 3 ) 1185 - 210 , August 1986. 

B.K.Cantrel1, Descriptions of the partial life histories of some 
Australian Tachnldae (Diptera). J. Aust. ent. Soc. 25(3)t185-210 
An updatedhost catalogue for the Australian Taohnidae (Diptera). 
J.Aust.ent.Soc. 25( 3 ) 1255 - 65 * 

T.E.Woodward and A.Poatlo. The Australian species of Orlus Wolff 
(He ter op tera 1 An thocoridae ). J. Aust.ent.Soc. 25( 3) I 2i» 5 — 5^* - 

Deborah MacKenzlo, Locusts rampage over the famine fields of 
Africa. New Scientist 21 August 1986 p.15* First time since 
1962 that the pupulatlons of all four of the major locusts in 
the soml-arid regions of Africa have exploded at once. The 
plagues predicted in October 1985 were avoidable. 

W. Danthanarayana (Ed.), Insect FIlght,Dispersal and Migration 
Springer Vorlag Proceedings in Life Solences, 198(>. 19 papers, 

325 pp. AI108.75. 

F.Taylor and R. Karban (Eds.), The Evolution of Insect Life 
Cycles . Springer Verlag Proceedings in Life Sciences, 1986. 

320 pp. At 1 02 .25. 

J.R.Miller and T.A.Miller (Eds.). Insect-Plant Interactions . 
Springer Verlag Series in Experimental Biology^ 1986. 350 pp. 
At126.25. 

B.P.Moore, A Guide to the Beetles of South-eastern Austral ia. 
Faslcle 7, pp. 101 -1 6 , Australian Entomological Magazine 13^3.^) 
July 1986. The first fasicle was issued in 1980. This part 
covers Lucnnidae (part), Trogldae and Scarnbaeldae (part). 
Essential for coleopteriata. 


Help is needed in compiling lists of recent entomological 
publications of interest. Members are requested to forward 
contributions to the Editor. 
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BUTTETCFLY SAFARI 
IN THE WILD AND IN THE 7,00 

Interoskod members nre naked to participate In the Butterfly Sarnrl 
for Friends of the Children's Museum, Gould League of Victoria 
members and their families and Entomological Society of Victoria 
members and tholr fnmlllos. 

Where? Studley Park Boathouse picnic area, Yarra Boulevard 

Kow (adjacent to Kanes Footbridge), then the Butterfly 
House, Melbourne Zoological Gardens, Parkvllle. 

When? Friday January 16 1987- 11-12 am at Studley Park. 

2-3 pm at the Zoo. 

What? Butterfly Safari along the banks of tbe Yarra, led by 

Peter Mason of the Gould Longue of Vlctorln. 

Followed by picnic lunch at Studley Park. 

Interpretative tours of the world-famous Butterfly 
House at Melbourne Zoo led by members of the ESV. 

* Bring your own butterfly nets and picnic lunch. 

* Limit of IOO persons. 

* Admlslon FREE, mnsstvo discounts for families. 

R.S.V.P. Beforo Jnnunry 9, 1987 to Ruth Povnll, 

Children's Museum 

Phi 669 9906 or 669 9059 

N.B. In the event of wet weather, meet outside the Zoo Butterfly 
_ House entrance at 2 pm .__ 

Volunteer guides are needed for tours of tlio Butterfly House on 
1 day a week for three weeks from 12 January. Volunteers please 
contact Tim New, the Hon. Secretory.____ 


'PRELIMINAfcT DISTRIBUTION MAPS OF BUTTFHFLIES IN VICTORIA' 
Published by the Entomological Society of Victoria 
This Is the first major publication resulting from the Society's 
ENTRECS Scheme. The book consists of 108 species maps totalling 55 
pages, 5 pp. of spare maps, a master map showing the grid system 
used, nn Introduction of 2 pp. and a list of contributors. It Is 
spiral bound so opens flat. 

Cost $10 plus $2 postage and handling. 

Available at meetings of the ESV or from! 

David Crosby, 

ENTRECS Co-ordinator, 

7*1 Glpps Street, 

EAST MELBOURNE, 3002. 

Tel. M 7 63 '!5 
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ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 
LIST OF MEMBERS NOVEMBER 1986 


The last Hat of msmbars wag published in December 1984 issue. 
It Is hoped that this updated list will act as a useful reference. 
Inoluded this time are members' known interests. If these are not 
listed or are listed incorrectly please inform the Editor. Any¬ 
one whose name does not appear is currently unfinanclal according 
to the records held by the Treasurer and is requested to forward 
their dues. 


Mr. C. Aston, Box 32, M.S.K.C.C.,1 275 York Ave, New York, NY 

10021 USA. Biology, ecology, population genetics, taxonomy 
of butterflies. 

Mr. Andrew Atkins, 45 Caldwell Ave., Dudley, NSW,2290. Behaviour, 
ecology, butterflies, particularly llosperiidae A Lycaenidae. 

Australasian Butterfly Company, PO Box 330, Lane Cove, NSW, 20 66 . 

Australian Entomological Supplies, PO Box 3***> Miranda, NSW, 2228. 
(Hr. Alan Frazer). 

Mr. Martin Baker, 12/101 Glpps St., East Melbourne, 3002. Butter¬ 
flies. 

Mr. Michael Braby, 21 Cromwell St., El thorn, Vlo.,3095. Butterflies 
particularly Satyrilnae, ecology, biology. 

Mrs. Jean Brown, 4 McDonell Ave., Cundletown, NSW, 2430. Lepidop. 
general. 

Mr. Gordon A Mrs. Joy Burns, 3 Inglls St., Mornlngton, Vlo., 393*• 
Buprestidao, Cerainby c ldae. 

Mr. Peter Carwardine, 2a Victoria Rond, Malvern, Vic., 3144. 

History A literature, Lepid. particularly larvae , botany. 

CNPIEC, 592 UA52-PPA-86 Periodicals, PO Box 50, Beijing, Peoples 
Republic of China. 

Mr. Ken Clarke, 42 Bronhill Road, Rlngwood East, Vic., 3135* 
Butterflies, general. 

Mr. Robert Condron, 9*> Shannon Street, Box Hill North, Vic., 

3129 . Butterflies, Colooptera, general. 

Mr. David F. Crosby, 74 Glpps St., East Melbourne, Vic., 3002. 
Butterflies, biology, zoogeography, conservation. 

Mr. Greg Daniels, Dept, of Entomology, University of Queensland, 

St. Lucia, Qld., 4067 . DlpterafAs 11ldae), photography and 
illustration, Lopldoptera. 

Department of Forestry, 41 George St., Brisbane, Qld., 4001. 

Messrs. Laurie and Kelvyn Dunn, 16 Grace Ave., Dandenong, Vic., 
3175. Butterflies. 

Mr. Ian Faithfull, 83 Easey St., Colllngwood, Vic., 3066 . 

Coleoptera particularly Scarabaeldae, genoral. 

Mr. Ross and Mrs. Julie Field, 5* Sandal Is Rd., Tacoma, Vic., 3*60. 
Biological control, aonrology, ecology, Lepldoptera. 

Mr. R.H. Fislior, 21 Seaview Road, Lynton, SA, 5062 . Butterflies, 

biology, photography and illustration. 

Mr. Tom Greaves, 7* Coronderrk St., Reid, Canberra City, ACT, 2601. 
(Life Member). Ecology, chemical control. 

Mrs. Norma Harrison, PO Box 110, Stanhope, Vic., 3623 . 

Mr. Keith Huteloy, RMD 382, Nlllll, Vic. 3 * 1 15. Lepldoptera, Coleop¬ 
tera, Diptera, general.(Llfe Mombor). 
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Mr. David nnd Mrs. Joyce Holmes, 5 Overbay Avo., Dromnna, Vic., 
3936 . World Lepldoptern. 

Mr. Mark Hunting, 29 Palomn St., South Onklelgh, Vie., 3 * 67 . 

Du t terfllee. 

Mrs. Dorothy Johnson, 23 Bembrldgn Avo., Ollvor* 11111, Frnnkston, 
Vic., 3199. Colooptnrn, general. 

Mr. Peter Kelly, Cnlomnln, Dockerys nd., Tnllnrook, Vic., 3659- 
Colooptnrn pertlculnrly Poropslnl. 

Karger Llbrl, Senckenborolsche Dlbllotliok, Ze1tseriften«btell/DFG, 
BocklnheImlor Landstrnsso 13*« — 1 38 D6000, Frnnkfurt Mnln 
Germany (Scientific nookeollern). 

Mrs. Mnry nml Mr. Nick !,e SouBf, PO Box 2, Blairgowrie, Vic., 

3992. Lepldoptern, Ronornl.(H. Le SouBf Life Member). 

Mr. R.C. Mnnnkle, 139 Queen Court, Maryborough, Qld, 9 650 . 
Lepldoptern pertlculnrly Lycnnnldno. 

Mr. Slinnn McEvey, Lnb. niol. Gnetlque Evolutive* -CNRS, 9 II 9 O 
Glf-sur-Yvette, Franco. Lepldoptern. 

Mr. David McLnren, 5 Toolnngl Rd., Alphlngton, Vic., 3078 . 

Mr. Graham Mlllodgo, 56 Wllgnh. St, Font St. Klldn, Vic., 3182 . 
Illustrn tIon. 

Dr. Gooff D. Montelth, Dept, of Entomology, Queensland Museum, 

PO Dox 300, South Brlsbnne, Qld., 9101. Biol., soli A litter 
arthropods, llemlptern (Arndldne), zoogeog. 

Mr. D.E.A.(Tony) Morton, 32 Clintsworth Rd., Prahran, Vlc.,3181. 
Lepldoptern particularly llonperlldnn, Pnplllonldae. 

Mr. Max S. Moulds, 19 Chisholm Street, Greenwich, NSW, 2065 . 
Lepldoptern particularly Sphlngldne nnd butterflies, 
Clcndldne, Odonntn, 

Library, Museums nnd Art Gnllnriee of the Northern Territory, 

PO Box 9696, Darwin, NT, 5796. 

Dr. Arturs Nebolss, Dept, of Entomology, Museum of Victoria, 

71 Victoria Cres., Abbotsford, Vic., 3067 . Trlchoptern, 
Plecopt., Coleopt- ElatorldneA Cupedldne, zoogeog, lllust. 

Dr. Tim. R. New, Zoology Dept., LnTrobe University, Bundoorn, 

Vic., 3083 . Neuroptnrn, Psocoptern, ecology, systematic*. 

Mr. Otto Rogge, 38 Munroe St., East Kew, Vic., 3’02. Photog¬ 
raphy, Hymenoptorn (ChrysIdldne). 

Mr. A. Mark Smith, Plant Research Institute, Swan St., Burnley, 
Vic., 3121. Agrlc. entomol, field crop pests, biological 
control, biology, photog. and Illustration. 

Mr. Stephen Smith, c/o RAAF Central Band, RAAF Base, Lnverton, 
Vic., 3027 . Colooptera particularly Cornmbyc., Buprestld. 

Mr. David A Mrs. Noln Stewart, PO Box 67 , West Rosebud, Vic., 

3990. 

Mr. Ray Vagi, 6 Beryl St., Burwood, Vic., 3'25. Lepldoptern. 

Mr. Peter Valentino, C/o Dept, of Geography, Jnmes Cook Univ¬ 
ersity, Townsville, Qld., 9811. 

Chief Biologist, Victorian Plant Research Institute, Swan St., 
Burnley, Vic.,3121. 

Mr. Ken Walker, Museum of Victoria, 7* Victoria Cres., Abbots¬ 
ford, Vic., 3067 . Hymenoptorn 1 Apoldon, Ilnllctldnet Spiders, 
butterflies. 

Dr. Peter Williams, 72 Summerhlll Rd., Glen Iris, Vic., 3196. 
Stored products Insects, pest control, agrlc. entomol., 
pasture pests. 

Mr. David Williamson, 1/1 Fleetwood Cres., Frnnkston, Vic. 3'99* 

Mr. W.F. Wilson, 1 Lakeside Drive, Eaorald, Vic., 37^2. Lopld. 

Mr. David Yontes, Dept, of Entomology, University of Queensland, 
St. Lucia, Qld., 6067 . Dipteral Bombylld., soil A litter 
Insects, zoogeography. 
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Dr. Alan Yen, Museum of Victoria, 7' Victoria Crea., Abbotsford, 
Vic., 3067 . Hemlpterai Psylloidoa, soil & litter arthropods, 
stream invertebrates, ecology, host-parasite relationships. 


The following institutions also receive copies of the Victorian 

Entomologist . as required by regulation, in exchange for their 

own publications or by special arrangement with the Societyi 

Publications Procurement, American Elnbassy, Canberra, ACT, 2600. 

The Australian Museum Library, PO Box A285, Sydney South, NSW, 

2000 . 

CSIRO Black Mountain Library, OPO Box 109, Canberra, ACT, 2601. 

The Library of New South Wales, Macquarie St., Sydney, NSW, 2000. 

National Library of Australia, Canberra, ACT, 2600. 

State Library of Victoria, Swanston St., Melbourne, 3000* 

Museum of Victoria Library, 285 Russell St, Melbourne, 3000. 

British Museum (Natural History) Library, Cromwell Rd., London, 

UK, SW7 5BD. 

DSIR Entomology Dept., Private Bag,Auckland,Now Zealand. 

Australian Entomological Society, c/o Dr. P.B. Carne, CSIRO Div¬ 
ision of Entomology, PO Box 17 OO, Canberra City, ACT, 2601. 

Entomological Society (NSW), PO Box 22, Five Dock, NSW, 2046. 

Entomological Society of Queensland, 0. Daniels, Hon. Secretary, 
Entomology Dopt, University of Queensland, St. Lucia, Qld. 
4067 . 

Zoological Society of NSW. Entomology Division, C/o Mr. R. Mulder, 
PO Box 121, Helonsburg, NSW, 2508. 

Victorian National Parks Association, Environment Centre Victoria, 
285 Lt. Lonsdale St., Melbourne, Vic., 3000. 

Ian Clunles-Ross Memorial Foundation, 19' Royal Parade, Parkville, 
Vic., 3052. 


CHANOINO TIMES? 

Original articles on any aspects of entomology are urgently 
required by the Editor. 

How often have you seen those, or similar words, appear ... 

If you have lost count, rest assured that you are not alone... 

The Editor is aware that many articles are ’being contemplated’ 
... by a number of mombers, but that those appear to have been 
’pigeon-holed' for too long. If you have an idea, a request, a 
suggestion, or perhaps the result of some research, remember ... 
your moans of communication with others who share your interests. 
Remember too that it is not nocessary for an author to be a 
financial member. Some of our most prolific non-members are first 
rate writers 1 

R.G. McMahon and W.N.B. Quick, Editors, Victorian Entomologist, 
Volume 6 , No. 5, October 1976. 

Articles are always needed. 
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MEMBERS* NOTICES 


Hnmborn in need of 11 born turn, equipment, inf ormntlon, 
etc. nro oncournRod to submit notion* for inclusion in the 
Vi ctorian Entomolog lgt. These nro publ ishod froo of charge. 
Notion* concnrnlnR snle of specimens will not bn printed. 

AUSTRALIAN ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY 1QTI! SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE 
AND AGM 1987 . University of Western Australia, Perth, 15-20 
August 1987* Conference Theme t Living With Insects - the 
role of insects in conservation and biological survey, plant- 
insect Interactions, understanding insect bohnvlour, thresh¬ 
old levels and insect pest management. 


BOOKS AVAILABLE OR BfCOM I KG AVAILABLE 

SPHIHRIDAE M1IN0I - IIAWK MOfllS OF TIIF WORLO, B. D'Ahr«rn. 
756 p«0**», 7’’>*3 -Irm, Retail pr I cn I 5 Prt» Sfq 97.30 

Prn-puhl Irnt Inn price I* Pd* $tq 90.00 

MEXICAN LErlDOPIERA, EUR YTELI MAE f. MAZ A, R. f. TURRFNT, R. 
1985, 7 7 * 7 1 r m , 8*3 pnq«s , 8 col pi. cent. (55 sp«c $ 35.00 

THE BEETLES OF THE WORLD VOL 6 GOLIATH INI 7, Alined, V. 

1 9R5 , 97 P• ?95 *7 I 5 mm, H«rHCnv«r $108.00 

ENTOMOLOGY IN HUMAN AN0 ANIMAL HEALTH, 7 th Edition, 1979, 
Harwood, R.F. X JAMES, M.T. 5*Rpp. Hardcover $ 00.00 

Pl«05« allow $5.00 posteqe I rre*pwct I ve of nunh«r of 
puhl Irpf Ions requested. 


AUSTRALIAN ENTOMOLOGICAL SUPPLIES 

tost orricE oox hi 

MIRANDA NSW 777B 

AUSTRALIA P hoe* • <021 S24 4614 


The Victorian Entomologist is produced nt the Stnndnrds Assoc 
lotion of Austral In prlntory, Clunlos Ross llousn, Pnrkvlllo, 
by Ros Church. Thnnkyou Ros. 
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Councillors 


Joy Burns, 3 Inglls St., Mornlngton, 393'■ 
Telephone - (059) 75 373« 

David Crosby, 7*1 Glpps St. , East Melbourne, 
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DIARY OF COMING EVENTS 


Friday 12 December 8 pm 

20 February 1987 

20 March 
10 April 


- General Meeting. Members 1 Night and 

Christinas Breakup . Free supper in the 
Sciences Club after the mooting. 

- General Meeting. Dr. Arnls llolslurs 
(National Parks Servico) 1 TI 10 Place of 
Invertobrates in National Park Management 

- Council Mooting 

- General Meeting. Mr. Otto Roggei Insect 
Photography. 


Scientific names contained In this document are not 
intended for permanent scientific record, and are no 
not published for the purposes of nomenclature within 
the meaning of the International Code of Zoological 
Nomenclature, Article 8 (b). Contributions are not 
refereed, and authors alone are responsible for the 
views expressed. 
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THE ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 
Membership 

Any person with an interest in entomology shall be eligible 
for Ordinary Membership. Members of the Society include profess¬ 
ional, amateur and student entomologists, all of whom receive 
the Society's News Bulletin, the Victorian Entomologist. 

Objectives 

The aims of the Society are : 

(a) to stimulate the scientific study and discussion of all 
aspects of entomology, 

(b) to gather, disseminate and record knowledge of all identif¬ 
iable Australian insect species, 

(c) to compile a comprehensive list of all Victorian insect 
species and 

(d) to bring together in a congenial but scientific atmosphere 
ej 1 persons interested in entomology. 

Meetings 

The Society's meetings are held at Clunies Ross House, 
National Science Centre, 1Q1 Royal Parade, Parkvillo, Victoria, 
at 8 pm on the third Friday of even months, with tho possible 
exception of the December mooting which may bo hold earlier. 
Lectures by guest speakers or members are a feature of many 
meetings at which there is ample opportunity for informal dis¬ 
cussion between members with similar interests. Forums are also 
conducted by members on their own particular interest so that 
others may participate in discussions. 

Annual Subscriptions 


Ordinary Member .. $10.00 

Country Member . 3 8.00 (100 km + from GPO) 

Student Member ............. $ 5.00 

Associate Member.. $ 2.00 (no magazine) 


No additional fee is payable for overseas posting by surface mail 
of the News Bulletin. Associate Members, resident at tho same 
address as, and being immediate relatives of an Ordinary Member, 
do not automatically receive a copy of the Society's publications 
but in all other respects rank as Ordinary Members. 


Contributions to the Victorian Entomologist 

The Society welcomes contributions of articles, papers or 
notes pertaining to any aspect of entomology for publication in 
the News Bulletin. Contributions are not restricted to members 
but are invited from all who have an interest. Material submitted 
should be responsible and original. Statements and opinions ex¬ 
pressed are the responsibility of the respective authors and do 
not necessarily reflect the policies of the Society. 

When contributions aro typed it would be of great assistance 
if they are typed on Ak (international Quarto) pap’r, one and a 
half spaced with triple spacing between paragraphs and a margin 
of 3 cm. 

Advertising 

The charge for advertising is $5.00 per half page. 


Cover illustration by W.N.B. Quick. 

Cyria imperialis (Fabricius), Banksia Jewel Beetle (Buprestidae). 








MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING, 


12 DECEMBER 


1986 


A Vice-President, K. Walker, opened the meeting at 8 .05 pm. 
Apologies t 
Attendance < 


MinutesJ 

Correspondence > 


Treasurer's Reporti Deferred. 

Editor's Reporti I. Faithfull requested notes on the recent 
Caper White migration for coordination, as 
well as other articles for publication. On 
behalf of the Society, K. Walker thanked the 
Editor for the work he had done through the 
year. 

Excursions Reporti P. Carwardine suggested the likelihood of an 
evening light trapping at La Trobe University 
in late February or early March. 

General Business) i.The Secreatary informed members that A. Atkins 
had accepted the Le SouSf Memorial Award, and 
hoped to attend a meeting of the Society in 
1987- 


G. & J.Burns. 


* 8 * :: cB J987 


P. Carwardine, K.&A. Clarke, D. Crosby, 

I. Faithfull, R.&J. Field, M- Hunting, 

'* .1 / 

D.&J. Holmes, P.&L. Kelly, M» M,e Souef, 


T.&D. New, D.&N. Stewart and fart 
R. Vargi, B. Vardy, J. Wertz. 

Minutes of the October meeting were passed 
(P. Kelly/K. Clarke). 

Detailed by the Secretary. Included Christmas 
greetings to the Society from Jean Brown and 
from Gordon and Joy Burns. Received (j. Field/ 
Carwardine). 


ii. The original framed drawing of Cyria imperlalis 
presented by Nigel Quick was exhibited and 
generally admired. Discussion ensued over how 
it could best be used by the Society) Secret¬ 
ary to contact the donor and discuss these, 
iii. The ’butterfly safari' (see Vic. Ent. 1to)82) 
was generally supported and several members 
agreed to participate, and also to act as 
guides for other occasions at the Zoo. 
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Members' Exhibits: i. D. Crosby, a) the'Register of Place Names 

in Victoria', covering both the 1:250,000 
and 1:100,000 map series, of use for tra¬ 
cing localities and providing accurate 
data labels, b) a series of slides of the 
recently opened Penang Butterfly House with 
commentary on details of exhibits and arr¬ 
angement . 

ii. M. Hunting, a) A series of insect slides, 

including several butterflies (D. harpalyce , 

J. evagoras ), beetle, bugs and a bush cricket, 
b) A display of mounted Hesperllla pupal 
cases and parasites, c) A display of Lycae- 
nidae from Papua New Guinea, 

iii. D. & J. Holmes, a) A case of Lepidoptera, 

part of the 825 specimens set on their rec¬ 
ent trip to Queensland. Included were a 
female Liplryra brassolis , several unusual 
species of Acrodipsas , and local races of 
Tlsiphone abeona and of various skippers, 
b) A photograph album of their trip, incl¬ 
uding pictures of some well-known northern 
collectors. 

iv. T. New. A case of moths from central Java, 
including a Nvctemera mimic of Delias , an 
anthelid, the colourful arctiid Pericallin 
galactodes and examples of Striglinae and 
Bombycidae. 

v. K. Clarke. Living larva of V. kershawl on 
Heliotropium . 

vl. I. Faithfull. Photographs and representative 
specimens of a large swarming chironomid. 
vli. R. Field, a) Literature on various British 
butterfly houses, which have proliferated 
considerably during the last few years, 
b) Report of a fresh specimen of glasswing 
taken recently on Mt. Piper near Broadford. 

The Vice-President, in thanking exhibitors and wishing members the 
Compliments of the Season, closed the meeting at 9.20 pm, and in¬ 
vited all present to refreshments in the Sciences Club. 
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REPORT ON EXCURSION TO STANEBRAE, WARRANDYTE, 19 OCTOBER 1986 


About 11 people attended this excursion on 19 October. The 
weather was a mixed bag of showers and bright sun and the morning 
was rathor cool. 

The tree cover consisted of stringybark, box and peppermint 
(including Eucalyptus goniocalyx ,(Long Leaved Box), E. macrorh - 
yncha (Red Stringybark)), with some Rod Gum ( E. camaldulensls ). 
Acacia moarnsli and A. i mplexa were present and A. genistifolia . 
Spreading Wattle, was in flower. Other plants noted included 
Exocarpos cupressiformis (cherry Ballart), Bursaria spinosa . 
Kunzon erlcoidos (Burgan), two species of Pomaderris . several 
peas including Dillwynia sp., Epacrls impressa and Indigofera 
australis . A large patch of the introduced weed Erica lusitanica 
(Spanish Broom) was found. 

LEPIQOPTERA 

Hosperildae 


Hesperilla ornata 
H. donnysa 
Pleridae 
Delias aganippe 
Nymphalidae 
Argynnina cyrila 
Heteronympha merope 
Vanessa kershawi 
V. ltea 
Lycaenldae 
Ogyris olane 
Zizina labradus 
Agari3tidae sp. 
Arctildae 
Nyctemera arnica 

NEUROPTERA 
Theristria sp. 

COLEOPTERA 
Staphyllnldae sp. 
Lucanldae 

Ceratognathus niger 
Scarabaeldae 
Onthophagus granulatus 
0. pexatus 


Elaterldae sp. 

Melyrldae 

Laius sp. 

Tenebrionidae 
Meneristes australis 
Pterohelaeus sp. (planus?) 
Adolium sp. 

Pythidae ? sp. 

Cerambycldae 
Coptocerus rubripes 
Cerambycinae sp. 


Pupa 

Pupa - parasitised 
One seen on Exocarpos 
Common 

Wing of male found under bark 

Common 

One 

Pupa on Red Gum with mistletoe 


Acacia mearnsii 


Rotting wood, fallen Box log 
Horse dung 

Wallaby dung and fox scat. One 
specimen aberrant having pronotal 
excavation and assymmetrical horn 


Rotting wood of fallen Box log 
Rotting wood of fallen Box log 
Under logs 


A Lycid mimic? 
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Chrysomelldae 

Chrysophtharta decolorata (Chapius) 

C. vnriicollis (Chapius) 

C. cloelia (Stal) 

Calomela vittata Baly 
Pyrgoides orphana (Stal) 

Edusa perplexa Blackburn 
Belldao 

Belus suturalis Acacia genistifolia 

Brenthldae sp. Under bark of gum with 

Crematogaster ants 

Aplonidae sp. 

Curculionidae sp. 


Peter Kelly identified the chrysomelids. 


P. Carwardine 
I. Faithfull 

*************** 


LIGHT TRAPPING EXCURSION TO LA TROBE UNIVERSITY 28 MARCH 

It is intended to hold a light trapping excursion to LaTrobe 
University on Saturday 28 March. Discussion of meal arrangements and 
other possible activities to take place at the February meeting, 
otherwise telephone Peter Carwardine (211 8958) during March. 

Probable meeting place is Parking Lot P7 or P8. For map of 
La Trobe University refer Melway 66A. 

Peter Carwardine, 
Excursions Secretary. 

**************** 

Butterfly Safari 


The ’Butterfly Safari' organised by the Gould League and Childrens' 
Museum attracted about 25 people to Studley Parle on January 16 . The 
overcast windy weather proved disappointing, and very few butterflies were 
seen during a lengthy walk along the Yarra bank. Several rapae , and a 
single female merope were captured (and released), but many of the 
children (and their parents) were keenly Interested In learning more about 
insects, and kept Society members 'on their toe 3 ' with questions and 
comments. After a picnic lunch at the Park, the group vl3ltcd the 
Butterfly House at the Zoo - some seeing it for the first time. The 
spectacular array of butterflies present Included a mating pair of 
birdwlngs, several P^ Ulysses , and abundant P^_ aeqeus, G. agamemnon and 
others - all of which clearly Impressed our young visitors. Society 
members present (David Crosby, Ken Clark, Joy Burns, Peter Kelly, Tim New) 
again answered - or tried to answer - many questions about butterflies and 
other Insects. 

- Tim New. 
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PAINTED LADY TAKEN BY A MANTID 


Michael Braby, 21 Cromwell Street, Eltham, Vic. 3095 

While cutting firewood one afternoon (November 6th, 1986 j 
5.00 pm) I noticed a butterfly settle on a tussock of Kangaroo 
grass, Themeda australis (R.Br.), in my home garden at Eltham. 
Closer examination of the butterfly revealed that it was an 
Australian painted lady, Vanessa kershawl (McCoy). While watching 
this handsome creature I suddenly observed a large, brown mantid, 
Archimantis sobrina (Saussure), perched motionless on the same 
tussock and only several centimetres distant from where the but¬ 
terfly had settled. The mantid, suspended upsidedown, was superbly 
camouflaged for its body and legs closely resembled the dry grass 
blades of the grass tussock. As mantids are predators, I watched 
anxiously to see if this mantid would attempt to capture the 
butterfly. 

Approximately half a minute after the butterfly had settled 
on the tussock the mantid, with tremendous skill and precision, 
secured it with its front pair of legs. The mantid then proceeded 
to devour parts of the head, thorax and finally abdomen of the 
butterfly. About half an hour later only the wings of the butter¬ 
fly remained as these were not consumed. 

Acknowledgement 

I am extremely grateful to Dr. Tim New for identifying the 
species of mantid. 



Archimantis sp. (Photo. I. Faithfull) 
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BLADDER CICADAS ( CYSTOSOMA SAUNDERSII WESTWOOD) 


Jean Brown, 4 McDonell Avenue, Cundletown, NSW, 2430 


Beginning November, the bladder cicada calls burst on the 
evening calm - raucous and persistent. In our area they are with 
us until February, starting to sing almost by the clock at 7 pm, 
until about 8.30 pm, on warm night3 continuing until 10.30 or 
11 pm. 

I brought two males into the house one day, to photograph 
and observe. They sat quietly on an indoor plant all day, never 
moving. Then - 7> 1 5 - they both started to sing ! The din inside 
four walls was incredible and they were smartly put out. 

They emerge in their fragile shells and head for a green 
shrub, the brown and black cicadas head for a tree trunk and are 
soon well camouflaged, but the bladder needs the green of the 
leaves. I have watched one on a scotch thistle, burst from its 
shell and dry off its wings and rest there till evening. 

The female is a delicate little jade-looking creature, no 
great balloon-body like the male. The male's flight is rather 
clumsy, in comparison to the female - he tends to crash-land, one 
can pick him up quite easily. The female is more spry and one has 
to be quick to pick her up. 

In contrast to the Bladder cicada we have tiny translucent 
ones, only about i inch (19 mm) body and 1 inch (25 mm) wings - 
unidentified as yet. Also two others, smaller than the old yellow 
monday or black prince or floury baiter (we don't see these here), 
these two also unidentified as yet. 


Jean Brown also reports a quiet year in the garden with 
very few specimens about I "No doubt our peculiar seasons are to 
blame J Presently there are a few larvae of P. aegeus and P. 
anactus and some beautiful big larvae of Polyura sempronlus , all 
about to pupate. Have been many common pearls, and a few crows, 
but even the dear old cabbage white has been absent - to the 
joy of our vegie growers 1" 

*•»***•»■»**#■»* 


SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE 
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BOOK REVIEW 


The Biology of Butterflies 

Edited by R.I. Vane-Wright and P.R. Ackery 
Royal Entomological Society of London, 1984 
xxiv + 429 pp., 4 colour plates 

This volume consists of 31 of the 33 papers read at the Society's 
Symposium held in London, September 1981, with two additional 
papers. The papers are grouped under the following general head¬ 
ings 1 Systematicsj Populations and Communities; the Food of 
Butterflies; Predation; Parasitism and Defence; Genetic Variat¬ 
ion and Speciation; Sex and Communication; Migration and Seas¬ 
onal Variation; Conservation. 

For entomologists interested in these topics there is a wealth 
of detailed Information, much of which brings widely scattered 
data together in a comprehensive form. The papers are generally 
quite technical. Several Australian species are mentioned and 
there is a paper by N.E. Pearce on the ant association with 
Jalmenus evagoras . 

The section on populations contains a particularly interesting 
paper by Paul Ehrlich on "The Structure and Dynamics of Butter¬ 
fly Populations". This is followed by contributions on "The 
Biology of Butterfly Communities". John Edgar (CSIRO Melbourne) 
contributes a paper on Danaine foodplants and Lincoln Brower on 
the "Chemical Defence in Butterflies". (Both these writers have 
given us interesting talks.) 

The papers on Conservation are more general and many of the 
comments and observations would apply in Australia, although 
they specifically relate to Europe. They make interesting and 
provocative reading. 

Approximate local price (hard covers) $50. 

- David Crosby. 

EUREMA SMILAX AT DONCASTER EAST 
Ken Clarke reports the Grass Yellow, Eurema smilax . from 
near the corner of Doncaster and Warrandyte Roads, Doncaster East 
about November 29 last year. Brian Vardy has correlated the 
arrival of the species in Victoria with wet spring weather. 

********** 

SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE 
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS OF INTEREST 


Kerri Hartland, CSIRO tests on blowflies a great success, p.5 

Blowflies-CSIRO study strikes success, p. 6 , The 
Weekly Times . 2 6 Nov. 1986 . Blind blowflies developed by the 
CSIRO Div. of Entomology were released in large nos. on an 
island off the Eyre Peninsula, S.A. and near Braidwood, N.S.W. 
and left to mate with normal flies. The male progeny is about 
half as fertile as a normal fly and the female progeny becomes 
a carrier of the mutant strain. Blind flies also find it diffi¬ 
cult to find a food source. Genetic control produced close to 
the theoretical maximum 90 $ death rate on the island but achieved 
only about a 50$ success at Braidwood. Large cost savings are 
expected from using genetic rather than chemical control of 
blowflies. 

David Elias, When the ants have the numbers, call for help. 

The Age 20 Jan. 1987, p.18. Argentine ants in the house and 
attempts to control them. 

Rod Moran, Butterfly house. Weekend Australian Magazine, Jan.3 1- 
Feb.1, 1987> p.17. A poem. 

Philip Heads and John Lawton, Beat back bracken biologically. 

New Scientist No. 1525. 11 Sept. 1986, pp.1*0-1,43- Two South 
African moths as possible control agents for bracken* Conser - 
vula clnlslgna (Noctuidae) & Parthenodea sp. (Pyralidae). 

Ian Anderson, Pheromones lure bugs to feast on pests. New Scien¬ 
tist No. 1527 , 25 Sept. 1986 , p.26. US Dept, of Agriculture res¬ 
earch on using pheromones to attract predators ( Podisus spp., 
Pentatomidae) to feed on pests, and on the neuropeptides which 
control gut contractions in cockroaches which may lead to cock- 
raoch-specific insecticides to which the pests are unable to 
develop a resistance. 

Honeybees do not waste energy. New Scientist No. 1529, 9 Oct. 

1986 , p.22. Worker bees do not land on or collect nectar from 
empty flowers, possibly due to scent traces left by previous 
bee visitors. They also stop foraging after expending a certain 
amount of energy, not necessarily when their crops are full. 

Robert Cameron, Butterfly tagging. Australian Geographic 1(4)*26-7 
Oct.Dec. 1986 . Short intro, to Courtenay Smithers' work at the 
Australian Museum. Good photos. 

G. A. Webb, Flower-visiting beetles of some New South Wales Lepto- 
spermoidea. Victorian Naturalist 103(^)* 170—4, Nov-Dec. 1986 . 

42 coleoptera recorded from 2 spp. of Baeckla and 6 spp. Leptos - 
peraium at Bombala, Eden and Sydney. Pollination ecology. 

M.S. Moulds, The hawk moths (LepidopteraiSphingidae) of Christ¬ 
mas Island, Indian Ocean. Australian Entomological Magazine 
13 ( 3 , 4 ) * 37-40, July 1986 . 9spp. recorded, 2 for the first time. 
Includes larval key for these 9 S PP* 

B.S. Hocobian, A new species of Hypsidia Rothschild (Lepid.iPy- 
ralidae) from Queensland & a redescription of the genus. J. Aust . 
ent. Soc. 25(4)i301-8, Nov. 1986. 
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Penelope Greenslade and J.E. Ireson, Collembola of the southern 
Australian culture steppe and urban environments la review of 
their pest status and key to identification- J. Aust. ent. Soc. 
25(4)s273-91, Nov. 1986. 59 spp. listed with habitats and distrib. 
Discussion of beneficial and deleterious effects. 

G. Williams and S. Watkins, A revision of the genus Xyroscelis 
Saunders (Coleop.tBuprestidae)• J. Aust. ent. Soc. 25(4) 1 295~9* 

Nov. 1986. X. bumanna sp. nov. and X. crocata redescribed. 

Yosiaki Ito, Observations on the social behaviour of three pol- 
istine wasps (Hvmenop.tVespidae). J. Aust. ent. Soc. 25(4) 1 309"^^» 
Nov. 1986. Observations near Darwin of Polistes and Ropalidia . 

T.R. New, A new sp. of Kempynus Navas (Neuropt. 1 Osmylidae) from 
Australia, pp. 327-84 A new Australian sp. of Nymphidae (Neuropt.). 
pp. 329 - 31 , J. Aust. ent. Soc. 25(4), Nov. 1986 . Myiodactylus 
maculatus (Nymphidae) is described from Cape Tribulation, Qld. 

Chris E. Hagan and E.J. Reyo, Description of the adult, pupa and 
larva of Cullcoides longlor sp. n. and a redescription of C. orn- 
atus Tnvlnr (IHntera 1 Ceratopogonldae). J. Aust. ent. Soc. 25(4)i 
339-52, Nov. 1986. Includes a key to fourth instar larvae of 22 
spp. of Australian Culicoidini. 

Aust. ent. Soc. News Bulletin 22(4)5121, Nov. 1986 . Reports subs¬ 
tantial progress has been made on the revised CSIRO Insects of 
Australia under compilation by an editorial committee and planned 
for publication late in 1988 . List of editors and principal authors. 

D.P. Singh, Breeding for Resistance to Diseases and Insect Pests . 
Springer Verlag, 1986 . 250 pp., AiS 118.Principles and practices 
of breeding crops resistant to disease and insect pest. 

H. R. Hepburn, Honeybees and Wax . Springer Verlag, Dec. 1986 (ten¬ 
tative). 215 pp., A378.25. Comprehensive treatise on the biology 
of bees wax. 

W. Nentwig (Ed.), Ecophysiology of Spiders . Springer Verlag, Dec. 
1986 (tentative). 465 pp., Atf 22 1.75* 

H. Laudien (Ed.), Temperature Relations in Animals and Man . Gustav 
Fischer Verlag, 1986 . 229 pp., AS 27 . 25 . Features sections on the 
role of temp, adaptation in maintaining low level metabolism in 
diapauslng insects and frost protection in marine invertebrates. 

EXHIBITION 

Renewing the Dreaming . Recent Acquisitions and Work for tho Perm¬ 
anent Collection. National Gallery of Victoria 26 April 1986 - 
29 March 1987 . Several of the aboriginal works in this exhibition 
feature insects. Of particular note is NiwudasHoney, 1985 by 
Jimmy Wululu of central Arnhem Land, earth pigments on bark. The 
commentary states that the aborigines "identify different species 
of native bees by their honey and location of their hives. Diff¬ 
erent types ... relate to specific clans and sacred sites ... 

There are four main types of native bees 5 Niwuda, Yarrpany, Mil- 
nhirri and Barnggit ... Wululu's painting reprosonts the wax 
cells of the bee hives, some are full and sealed, others transit- 
orlal and some empty..." Other paintings feature water beetles 
(Gyrinidae) and cicadas. 

Vic. Ent. 17(l) February 1987 


9 


























SUBJECT INDEX TO VOLUME 16 (1 986 ) OF THE VICTORIAN ENTOMOLOGIST 
GENERAL & MISCELLANEOUS 


Botany-coil.ipres.plants 

72-5 

Forest entomology 

8-12 

Old entomol.books 

71 

Insect control 

10-1 

CONSERVATION 11-2, 

17,77 



New State Parks 

77 

Protected butterflies 

16,26 

PEOPLE 




Atkins, Andrew 

69 

Moulds, Max 

2,66 

Gooding, Llew 

37 

Nielsen, Ebbe Schmidt 

37 

Holmes, David 

58 



PLACES & LOCALITIES 




New South Wales 


Victoria (cont.) 


Central NSW (new butterf.) 

45-7 

Frankston (Butterflies) 

38,42 

Gosford (Chaetocneme) 

44 

Lake Mountain (Excursion) 

22 

Khancoban (Chrysomelidae) 

47 

Melbourne Botanical Gardens 

Newcastle (Chaetocneme) 

43-4 

(Excursion) 

23 

Queensland 


Merrijig (Pseudalmenus) 

79 

Dunk Island (Butterflies) 

70 

Mornington 

42 

Victoria 


Murtcairn (Hesperilla flav.) 5 

Altona (Hesperilla flaves. 

) 5-7 

Natimuk (Hesperilla flaves 

•) 6 

Ararat (h. flavescens) 

6 

Parlcville (Ogyris) 

38 

Bairnsdale (H. rnerope) 

24 

Ringwood (Butterflies) 

38 

Buffalo, Mt. (Tisiphone ab 

.) 63 

Stratford (H. merope) 

24 

Cheltenham Park (Butterflies )38 

Tolmie (Butteflies) 

63,79 

Christmas Hills (Eurema) 

76 

Toombullup (Butterflies) 

79 

Connewarre, Lake (H.flavesc.) 6 

Wilsons Prom.(Hemiphlebia) 

15 

THE SOCIETY 




Butterfly Safari 

68,82 

Le Souef Mem. Award 2,16 

,68-9 

ENTRECS 16-7,22,41,53 

, 67-8 

Membership List 

83-5 

Hon. Treasurer's Report 

25 



TECHNIQUES 




Cleaning 

44 

Degreasing 

44 

Collecting - Coleoptera 

3-4 

Mercury vapour lamp 

37,55 

Collecting - Moths 

55-8 



COLEOPTERA 




Collecting techniques 

3-4 

Dung beetles 

48-51 

Chrysomelidae (Khancoban) 

47 

Xylotrupes gideon 

67 

Scarabaeidae 

48-51 

Tenebrionidae 


Aphodius lividus 

23 

Pterohelaeus 

41 

A. fimetarius 

30-2 



HEMIPTERA 




Ledromorpha planirostris 

42 



HYMENOPTERA 




Apis mellifera 

35 

Mud wasps 

2 

Holochyris 

42 

Pteromalid wasps 

14 

Iridomyrmejc biconvexus 

78 

Vespula germanica 2 

,34-6 

I. foetans 

78 



LEPIDOPTERA 




Butterflies of Dunk Island 

70 

Geometridae 


Butterflies, New distrib. 


Stathmorrhopa 

37 

records, central NSW 

45-7 

Paralaea 

37 

Gyandromorphs 

2 

Hepialidae 


Agaristidae 


Aenetus 

37,56 

Phalaenoides tristifica 

22 

Fraus 

37,56 



Trictena 

56 
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LEPIDOPTERA (CONT.) 


Hesperiidae 


Anisynta dominula 

46 

Hesperilla flavescens 5 

-7,16,33 

Chaetocneme beata 

43-6 

H. idothea 

45-6 

Hesperilla chrysotricha 

38 

H. ornata 

38 

H. crypsargyra 

45-6 

Netrocoryne repanda 

45-6 

H. donnysa 7,33, 

38,46 



H. flavia 6 

-7,33 



Lycaenidae 

Acrodipsas brisbanensis 

18-21 

Ogyris abrota 

38 

A. cuprea 

18-21 

0 . amaryllis 

46 

A. illidgei 

66 

Paralucia aurifera 

67 

A. rayrmechophila 

15 

Pseudalmenus chlorinda 

78-9 

Hypochrysops cyane 

46-7 

Zizina labradus 

22 

Noctuidae 

Persectania ewingii 

23 



Nyraphalidao 

Acraea andromacha 

67 

Oriexenica correae 

22,39,52 

Danaus plexippus 

42 

0 . ker 3 hawi 

22 

Precis villida 

22 

0 . lanthoniella 

39,52 

Vanessa kershawi 

22 

0 . latialis 

39,52 

Geitoneura klugii 

22 

0 . orichora 

39,52 

Heteronympha cordace 

22 

Tisiphone abeona 

38,46,63 

H. merope 

2,24 



H. penelope 

22 



H. solandri 

22 



Papilionidae 

60 



Graphium raacleayanum 

43 

Papilio aegeus 

2 

G. sarpedon 

43 



Pieridae 

Anaphaeis java 

75 

Eurema smilax 

76 

Delias harpalyce 2, 

38,67 

Pieris rapae 

22 

Psychidae 

Cebysa leucoteles 

42 



MANTODEA 

Orthodera ministraiis 

23 



NEUROPTERA 

Micromus tasmaniae 

23 

Sisyra 

23 

ODONATA 

Heraiphlebia mirabilis 

15 



ORTHOPTERA 

Caedicia 

23 

Teleogryllus commodus 

23 

Gryllotalpa 

23 



TRICHOPTERA 

Ecnomus turgidus 

23 

Hellyethira malleoforma 

23 


INDEX 

Author Index to V.15 (1985)12-3 
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AUTHOR INDEX TO VOLUME 16 (1 986 ) OF THE VICTORIAN ENTOMOLOGIST 


Anonymous 
Atkina, Andrew 


II 


11 


Atkins, A. & 

Dunn, K.L. 

Braby, Michael 
Burns, Gordon 
Carwardine, Peter 

11 n 

11 11 


Crosby, D.F. 


It 


l( 


II 


II 


Dunn, K.L 
Faithfull 


Ian 


11 


11 


11 


11 it 

Faithfull, Tony 


Holmes, David 

11 11 

11 11 

Holmes, David & 
Joyce 

Hunting, Mark 
11 11 


Johnson, Dorothy 
it 11 


Morton, Tony 

Neumann, F.G. 
New, Tim & 
Crosby, D.F 


The European wasp exhibition 34-6 

Urban populations ol Chaetocneme beata 
(Hewitson)(Hesporiidae 1 Pyrginae) 43-4 

New distribution records for butterflies 
in central New South Wales, 1 985-6 45-7 

A description of the egg of Hesperilla 
flavescens flavescens Waterhouse 33 

Eurema smilax at Christmas Hills 7 6 

Collecting techniques for Coleoptera 3-4 

Book Review. Pests, Diseases and Ailments 
of Australian Plants 59 

A fortune on the bookshelf? 71 

Botany for entomologists Part 3* Collect¬ 
ing and preserving botanical specimens 7 2- 5 
Notes on the Yellowish Skipper Hesperilla 
flavescens flavescens Whs. 5“7 

Book Review. Threatened Swallowtail Butt¬ 
erflies of the World - IUCN Red Data Book 60 
Book Review. Milkweed Butterflies. Their 
Cladistics and Biology 6l 

Book Review. Butterflies of West Malaysia 
and Singapore. 62 

Book Review. Malaysian Butterflies 62 

Book Review. A Complete Guide to British 
Butterflies. 76 

See Atkins. 

Light trapping excursion Melbourne Botan¬ 
ical Gardens 15 March 1986 23 

Observations of the introduced dung beetle 
Aphodlus fimetarius (L.)(Scarab.lAphod.)30-2 
An introduction to dung beetles. 48-51 

Victorian highland records of the sword- 
grass brown 63 

Acacia pravisslma . another larval foodplant 
for Pseudalmenus chlorinda (Lycaenidae) 78-9 
An irruption of the common brown butterfly 


Heteronympha merope in Gippsland, Vic., 
December 1985- 24 

Mercury vapour lamp - attraction and colon¬ 
isation 37 

Charge 44 

Moth collecting 55-8 

Dr. Ebbe Schmidt Nielson visits the Pen- 37 
insula 

Notes on Acrodipsas brlsbanensis and 18-21 
cuprea 

Ob 3 ervations from Melbourne's suburban 38 

jungle 

A few notes from the Mornington Peninsula 42 
Chrysomelids from Khancoban, New South 
Wales, April 1986 47 

Butterflies observed on Dunk Island Queen¬ 
sland from 24 to 30 August 1986 70 

Trends in forest entomology in Victoria 8-12 


Report on excursion to Lake Mountain area 22 
15 February 
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MEMBERS' NOTICES 


Members In need of literature, equipment, information, 
etc. are encouraged to submit notices for inclusion in the 
Victorian Entomologist . These are published free of charge. 
Notices concerning sale of specimens will not be printed. 


AUSTRALIAN ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY 18TH SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE 
AND AGM 1987 . University of Western Australia, Perth, 15-20 
August 1987. Conference Theme 1 Living With Insects - the 
role of insects in conservation and biological survey, plant- 
insect interactions, understanding insect behaviour, thresh¬ 
old levels and insect pest management. 


************************************************************** 


BOOKS AVAILABLE OR BECOMING AVAILABLE. 

BEETLES OF THE WORLD - 144 pages, 26x18cm, hardcover, 662 colour plates. 
Text in Japanese, but there are indexes of scientific names and picture 
numbers in English $ 29.50 

BUTTERFLIES OP TOE WORLD. H. L. Lewis 1 1974, 312 pages, 30x21cm, 
hardcover. Over 5,000 butterflies in full colour. - Some staining on 
outside edges. $ 25.00 

THREATENED SWALLOWTAIL BUTTERFLIES OF THE WORLD. N. M. Collins S. M. G. 
Morris. The International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural 
Resources Red Data Book. 1985, 401 pages + 8 colour plates of 53 
specimens, 24x16cm, hardcover. $ 58.40 

INTERNATIONAL CODE OF ZOOLOGICAL NOMENCLATURE. Adopted by the XX General 
Assembly of the International Union of Biological Sciences. 1985, 338 
pages + xx. $ 44.00 


***** 

We have received a new shipment of FUMICELS and price has been reduced 
to $0.60 excluding sales tax & $0.70 including sales tax. 

The abovementioned prices do not include postage. 

***** 

AUSTRALIAN ENTOMOLOGICAL SUPPLIES 
POST OFFICE BOX 314 
MIRANDA NSW 2228 

AUSTRALIA Phone: (02) 524 4614 

************************************************************* 


The Victorian Entomologist is produced at the Standards Assoc¬ 
iation of Australia prlntery, Clunios Ross House, Parkville, 
by Ros Church. Thankyou Ros. 
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OFFICE BEARERS 


President 

Vice-Presidents 


Hon. Secretary 

Hon. Treasurer 

Hon. Editor 

Excursions 
Secretary 
Past President 
Councillors 


- Joy Burns, 3 Inglis St., Mornington, 3931- 
Telephone - (059) 75 3730 

- David Crosby, 74 Gipps St., East Melbourne, 

3002 . 417 6345 (AH) 

Ken Walker, Museum of Victoria, 71 Victoria 
Cres., Abbotsford, 3067 . 419 5200 (BH) 

- Tim New, Zoology Dept., LaTrobe University, 
Bundoora, 3083- 7’8 1007 (AH), 479 2247 (BH) 

- Gordon Burns, 3 Inglis St., Mornington, 393 1 • 
(059) 73 3730 

- Ian Faithfull, 83 Easey St., Collingwood, 3006. 
419 9908 (All) 

- Peter Carwardine, 2a Victoria Rd. , Malvern, 
3144. 211 8958 (All). 

- Peter Carwardine. 

- Ross Field, Julie Field, Mark Hunting, 

Peter Kelly. 


DIARY OF COMING EVENTS 


Friday 20 February 8 pm 


20 March 
28 March 

10 April 


1 5 May 


General Meeting. Dr. Arnis Helslers 
(National Parks Service)i The Place 
of Invertebrates in National Park 

Management 
Council Meeting 

Light Trapping Excursion LaTrobe 
University. Details p.4. 

General Meeting. Mr. Otto Rogge 1 
Insect Photography. Note this meeting 
is earlier than usual. 

Council Meeting. 


Scientific names contained in this document are not 
intended for permanent scientific record, and are no 
not published for the purposes of nomenclature within 
the meaning of the International Code of Zoological 
Nomenclature, Article 8(b). Contributions are not 
refereed, and authors alone are responsible for the 
views expressed. 
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THE ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 


Membership 


Any person with on interest in entomology shell he eligible 
for Ordinary Membership. Members of the Society include profoss- 
ionn.l, amateur nml student entomologists, nil of whom receive 
the Society's News Bulletin, the Victorian Entomologist. 


Objectives 

The aims of tile Society are : 

(a) to stimulate the scientific study and discussion of all 
aspects of entomology, 

(b) to gather, disseminate and record knowledge of all identif¬ 
iable Australian insect species, 

(c) to compile a comprehensive list of all Victorian insect 
species and 

(d) to bring together in a congenial but scientific atmosphere 
r'l persons interested in entomology. 


Meetings 

The Society's meetings are held at Clunies Ross House, 
National Science Centre, 191 Royal Parade, Parkvillo, Victoria, 
at 8 pm on the third Friday of even months, with the possible 
exception of the December meeting which may be hold earlier. 
Lectures by guest speakers or members are a feature of many 
meetings at which there is ample opportunity for informal dis¬ 
cussion between members with similar interests. Forums are also 
conducted by members on their own particular interest so that 
others may participate in discussions. 


Annual Subscriptions 

Ordinary Member.. §10.00 


Country Member . $ 8.00 (100 km + Trom GPO 

Student Member .. 3 5.00 


Associate Member 3 2.00 (no magazinc) 

No additional fee is payable for overseas posting by surface mail 
of the Nows Bulletin. Associate Members, resident at the same 
address as, and being immediate relatives of an Ordinnry Member, 
do not automatically receive a copy of the Society's publications 
but in all other respects rank as Ordinary Members. 


Contributions to the Victorian Entomologist 

The Society welcomes contributions of articles, papers or 
notes pertaining to any aspect of entomology for publication in 
the Nows Bulletin. Contributions are not restricted to members 
but are invited from all who have an interest. Material submitted 
should be responsible and original. Statements and opinions ex¬ 
pressed are the responsibility of the respective authors and do 
not necessarily reflect the policies of the Society. 

When contributions are typed it would be of groat assistance 
if they are typed on A A (International Quarto) paptr, one and a 
half spaced with triple spacing between paragraphs and a margin 
of 3 cm. 

Advertising 

The charge for advertising is §5«00 per half page. 


Cover illustration by W.N.B. Quick. 

Cyrla imporialis (Fabricius), Banksia Jewel Beetle (Duprestidae). 









MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING, 20 FEBRUARY 1987 


The President, J. Burns, opened the meeting nt 8.03 pm. 

Apologies! D. Crosby, M. Le Souilf, U. & N. Stewart 

Present! M. Brnby, G. Burns, P. Cprwnrdine, K. Clark, 

I. Falthfull, R. & j. Field, t>. & J. Holmes, 

M. Hunting, P. Kelly, T. Now, R. Vnrgi, 

K. Wnliter, A. Yon. 

Minutes! Minutes of the December General Meeting ( Vic . 

Eli t . 17 i 1-2) were passod. (t). Ilolmes/Cnrwardino) 

K. Walker spoke briefly about the recent passing of Miss Elizabeth 
Mntheson. Members stood in silence for a minute to remember her. 


R. Field then introduced Mr Arnis Hoislers (National Parks Service) 
and invited him to address the meeting on ‘The Place of Inverteb¬ 
rates in National Park Management'. The wide-ranging talk attracted 
many iiuestions, ranging from policy and logistics of Park acquis¬ 
ition and management to details of conservation of particular 
species and the role of exotic taxa. In thanking the speaker, 

P. Kelly commented how useful it is to have good understanding 
and communication between naturalists and the 'decision-makers'! 
all present would have welcomed the perspective gained during 
Arnis' talk. 

Correspondence! Detailed and received. (Wn1ker/Onrwardine) 


Treasurer's Report! G. Burns reported a total credit balance of 

§ 2283.98 in the general account and 5170b .19 
(Memorial Fund). There are 27 financial mem¬ 
bers for 1987, and subscriptions nro now due 

Adopted! (Ilelly/R. Field) 


Editor's Report! 


Excursionsi ■ 


/ 
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E^iiibi ts I ’ 


I. Falthfull requested contributions for the 
Victoria n Entomologist . Several members com¬ 
mented on the high quality of copying in the 
most recent issue. 

P. Cnrwardlne thanked the Editor for the 
work he had put in to organise the report on 
the Wnrrnndyte excursion. 

An evening light trapping is to be held at 
La Trobe University on March 28. Several 
options for meeting beforehand were discussed 
and are to be discussed by Council in March. 
Gellibrand Hill was considered as a possible 
venue for an excursion next year. 

M. Brnbyi a) A large irridoscent jewel beetle 
from N.S.W., found being devoured by ants, 
b) A third instar caterpillar of Papilio 
annctus. 


1C. Clarks a) A male of the rhinoceros boo tie, 
X yLo trupes aus tralicus ( X. gideon ). 
b)A cutting from a Townsville newspaper on 
rearing Cairns birdwing butterflies on native 
Aris tolochin. 


R. Field. Living larvae of the Regent Skipper 
and an empty pupal case. 


Wt 
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J. Hums. Announced (.link two gl ass-topped 
display cases wore nvnilnble for sole l>y n 
private en<|uirer. Details are available from 
her. 

Tlie meeting closed at 10.10 pm. 


T. Now, 

lion. Secretary. 


nun 


* 


SUHSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE 

1986-7 CAPER WHITE BUTTERFLY RECORDS 

Renders are requosted to forward thoir records of Anaplinois .java 
ten tonin for the past season to the Editor for compilation. Pool¬ 
ing of records is the only way to gain a picture of the migration 
patterns of this insect, about which wo know so little. 

All sightings are of interest, but please provide as much detail 
as possible. 


******* 


CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE VIC ENT 

Writing down your observations is 0110 way to pass them into the 
general pool of knowledge. What do you know that we, or some of us, 
don't? It is not so hard to put your experience into words. 
Editorial requirements arc not stringent. Help is available. 

All contributions are welcome. 


******* 


ERRATA 

Acacia pravissi mn, another larval foodplnnt for the Australian 
llairstroak, Pseudalnienus chlorlnda z ophyrys (Lycaenidne). Vic . 
Ent. 16(6), p. 78 . In paragraph ^1 it is stated that biconv e xus 
is the junior synonym. It is of course the senior synonym. The 
sentence should read ".■. foetans being the junior synonym acc¬ 
ording to W.L. Brown(195*0". Dr * Dob Taylor detected the error 
which was the fault of the author/editor. 

Recent Publications of Interest, Vic. Ent. 16(6) p.81. Dunn and 
Aston's paper described range extensions for Satyrinos not 
Saturnids: browns, not emperor moths. 
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HONORARY TREASURER'S REPORT 

Statement of Receipts and Payments - Year Ending 3 1 December 1986 


RECEIPTS 


PAYMENTS 


Subscrip tions 

539-00 

Magazine Copying 

198.79 

Dona felons 

20.00 

Postal Registration 

30.00 

Advertising 

15.00 

Postage (Magazine) 

130.97 

Sale of Lepidoptera Maps 

Envelopes 

110.77 

Maps 

2 19 . 1*1 

Postage (Editor) 

< 1.58 

Interest General A/c 

32. * 1 3 

Editor's Expenses 

18.61 

Interest Term Deposit 

180.00 

Stamps (Treasurer) 

17.10 



Receipt Hooks 

3- 30 



Meeting Facilities 

8*1.00 



Use of Projector 

33-00 



Affil.Fee Aust.Ent.Soc. 

30.00 



Registration of ENTHECS 

50.00 



Entertaining Memorial 




Award Winner 

35-00 



Christmas Party 

100.00 



Printing Lepidoptera 




Maps 

* 1 * 13 . 32 



F.I.D. 

. 30 



13.A.D.T. 

3.55 

Credit Balance B/F 

980 .58 

Credit Balance Gen.A/C 

686.86 


1986.15 


1986.15 

Statement of Assets 


Credit Balance Gen. A/C 686.86 


Term Deposit 

1500.00 

20 Copies Lepidoptera 


Maps 

200.00 

Outstanding Accounts 


(2 Lepidoptera Maps) 

20.00 

2 *i 06.86 


Zoo 

Statement of Receipts 

Le Sou&f Memorial Fund 

and Payments Year Ended 'J1 

December 198b 

Interest S.E.C. Bonds 

196.76 

Memorial Award 

182.75 

Interest Pass Book 

7.91 

F.I.D. 

• 07 

Dona tions 

20.00 



Credit Balance D/F 

26*1.3*1 

Credit lialance 

Pass Dook30b.19 


*( 89-01 


* 189.01 


Statement of Assets 


Credit DaL. Pass Rook )0b. 1 9 
S.E.C. Bonds 1600.00 

Gordon Burns, 

170(>. 19 lion. Tronsuror. 
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CONSERVATION NEWS 


Dandenong RaiiRos National Park 

On March 5 the Premier, Mr Coin, announced plans to establish a 
major National Parle in the Uandenong Ranges which will integrate 
Fernlroo Cully National Park, Sherbrooke Forest Park, Doongalla 
Estate and adjoining public land. The government buy-back 
scheme, dating from the I9^0s, has enabled some of the linking 
corridors to be formally preserved. Ferntree Gully is the state's 
oldest National Park, forming part of a timber reserve proclaimed 
in 1869- The Premier stated that the government would introduce 
legislation in the current sossion of Parliament to enable staged 
declaration of the new Park, with the first stage of more than 
1500 ha to encompass the western face of the Dandenongs. The 
Park is within the Central Highlands Province, the upper house 
electorate contested on 21 March. The area is the subject of a 
Dept, of Conservation, Forests and Lands planning team study, the 
overall purpose of which is to ensure the long term protection 
and maintenance of tho outstanding flora and fauna in the Danden¬ 
ongs, provide a balance of recreational use and nature conservation 
and resolve the conflicts that may arise in achieving this balance. 
Public participation in the planning is invited. According to the 
planning program March should see a Summary Resource Document 
identifying key issues and available for public comment. April to 
August should see community consultation (where an interest has 
been registered) and tho preparation of discussion papers and a 
draft management plan, sot for publication in September/October. 

27 February was the closing date for registration of interest. 

Nows Roloaso 1 Dandonong Ranges National Park. Office of tho Premier 
Dandonong parks merger planned, John Schauble, The Age ,3/3/87,P• 1 7 
CFL leafietiDandonong Ranges Parks Management Plan 

National Trust Classification of East Glpps land 

The National Trust is expected to classify extensive areas of East 
Glppsland for their natural heritage worth: Most of tho Errinundra, 
Coast Range, upper Snowy/Tingaringy region, the Rodger River, Cro- 
ajingalong, Mount Coopracamba and parts of tho Drodribb River head¬ 
waters. 

Plans to classify areas in East Glppsland. L. Young, T ho Age ,17/3/87 
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HOOK REVIEW 


Insects and Flowers - The Biolog y of a Partnership 

by Friedrich G. Barsh (Translated by M.A. Diedermnn-Tliorson) 

G. Allen and Unwin, London + Sydney, 198^* 
ix + 297 pp. , *l0 pJatos (2h colour) 

This book is written in a clear, easily-read style and 
deals with all the groups of insects which feed from and poll¬ 
inate flowers. Following a brief historical treatment, the 
biology of a flower and its fertilization are dealt with, incl¬ 
uding the roles of various insects, but with a bias towards bees. 
The next section covers what the insects collect, pollen and 
nectar, and how they do it. A large section then goes into much 
detail of the souses and behaviour of insects and how these 
relate to their use of flowers. A final section covers evolution. 

In addition to the excellent plates, there are many clear 
lino drawings depicting structures and experiments used to tost 
and prove various theories. 

Although some books suffer from translation, this is not 
the case here. The stylo is quite entertaining and much fascin¬ 
ating information is included. Much of the data has been collected 
from many sources and a very comprehensive bibliography is pro¬ 
vided for each chapter, but the sources are slanted toward 
European (often German) publications. 

The 'Senses and Behaviour' section is particularly well 
treated, despite the emphasis on boes, and deals with such sub¬ 
jects as colour perception and use, form vision, scent and 
smelling, learning and forgetting, timing and environtnontal 
factors. 

In summary, the book provides a wealth of easily assimil¬ 
ated, interesting information, but is rather expensive (hard 
cover) at around 

- David F. Crosby 


BUTTERFLIES AND MYTHOLOGY N0.1 
larva - the Roman name for ghost 

- Jean Brown 
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NOTES ON BUTTERFLIES IN THE BIG DESERT, VICTORIA 


Michael F. Braby, 21 Cromwell Street, Eltham, Victoria, 3095 

Recently I attended a camp with the Mammal Survey Group (Field 
Naturalists Club of Victoria) over Melbourne Cup weekend (.November 
1-4, 1986 ). The camp was held at Moonlight Tank, along the Murray- 

ville - Yanac Track, approximately 47 km north of Yanac, in tall 
malice open-shrubland in the Big Desert of north-west Victoria. 

A total of thirteen species of butterflies was recorded in 
the vicinity of Moonlight Tank over a two day pei'iod (Sunday, Nov¬ 
ember 2 and Monday, November 3 ). The weather during this period 
was sunny and very warm to hot, with temperatures exceeding 30°C. 
The species recorded, together with other published records for 
the same area (mostly around the Murrayville - Yanac Track near 
Chinamans Well), are summarised in the table below. In addition 
to the twenty ono species listed Ian Faithfull (pers. comm.) 
records Danaus plexippus plexippus (L.), Monarch (one near China¬ 
mans Well, January 26, 1 987 ) and Heteronympha merope morop e (F.), 

Common brown (11 km SSW of Murrayville, March 29,30, 1986; China¬ 

mans Well, January 24,26, 1987 ). 

The most common species encountered were Anaphaeis .lava 
teutonla (F.), Caper white; Junonia vlillda calybe (Godart), 

Meadow argus; and Vanessa kershaw1 (McCoy), Australian pnintod 
lady. A. ,j. teutonla was particularly abundant. Individuals were 
noted migrating in a WNW direction throughout most of Sunday aqd 
Monday and presumably were dispersing into South Australia. Many 
individuals of J.v. calybe and V. kershaw1 wore also observed 
moving in the same direction. 

A few Plerls rapae rapae (L.), Cabbage white, one Danaus 
chrysippus petllla (Stoll), Lesser wanderer, and several indiv¬ 
iduals of Motasingha dirplila trimaculata ( l’epper) , Dirphia skipper, 
and Trapezltes sciron eremicola Burns, Sciron skipper, were rec¬ 
orded at Moonlight Tank. 

An examination of several ridges supporting low, dense scrub 
near Chinamans Well Track, approximately 3 km south of Moonlight 
Tank, during mid-afternoon on both days, was particularly produc¬ 
tive with eight species being captured on the highest peaks. Those 
comprised M.d. trimaculata (7<f)i T.s. eremicola (4tf); Candalldes 
cyprotus cypro tus (Oiliff), Cypro tu 3 blue ( 7 ^ 1 ' 9)■ hyacin thus 

simplex (Teppor), Common dusky blue (2 very worn 6 ); C. acastus 
(Cox), Blotched blue (l very worn specimen)! Lampides boeticus (L.) 
Pea blue (l very worn specimen); Neolucia agricola agricola (West- 
wood), Fringed blue (2 specimens); and Thecllnesthos serpentata 
serpentata (llerrich-Schaffor), Chequered blue (6 worn specimens). 

Witli the exception of L. boetlcus those species have previously 
been taken hill-topping in the Big Desert (Crosby, 1972). V. ker - 
shaw1 and Vanessa itea (F.), Australian admiral, apparently also 
exhibit hill-topping tendencies (Quick, 1973)- 

The hill-topping behaviour of C.c. cyprotus on the sand ridges 
is perhaps of interest. Males of this majestic butterfly were not¬ 
iced to frequently settle or perch, with wings closed, on partic¬ 
ular objects such ns foliage and twigs of small shrubs. Observat¬ 
ions made on some males revealed that they consistently settled 
on the same object and would invariably "chase off” other app¬ 
roaching males. Such territorial behaviour is very similar to 
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that recorded for the closely related Candalides hyacin thus 
hyacinthus (Semper), Common dusky blue, where inales appeal to 
compete for and defend particular perching sites (McCubbin, 

1971). Males of M.d. trimaculata and T. s. eromicola also 
exhibit this behaviour in tile Big Desert (see McCubbin, 197 >)- 
As a further point of interest, the natural foodplant of C.c. 
cyprotus in the Big Desert has not been recorded (Quick, 1971 1 
Quick, 197 ; 0- 

An interesting sighting for the trip was a surprise encounter, 
and chat, with Joy and Gordon Burns, President and Treasurer of 
the Entomological Society of Victoria respectively, on Monday 
afternoon. Joy and Gordon had been busy collecting Buprestid 
beetles near the sand ridges and were about to depart for Queens¬ 
land. 

On returning to Melbourne (Tuesday, November ) a hot north¬ 
erly wind prevailed and migrating A. ,i. Teutonia were observed in 
extraordinary numbers along the Western Highway between the Big 
Desert and Ararat (some 25 O km). The direction of flight was 
chiefly westerly. Between Ararat and Ballarat very few butter¬ 
flies wore seen and none were recorded between Ballarat and Melb¬ 
ourne. These observations would suggest that the migration was 
mainly restricted to areas north of the Great Dividing Range. 

Four Eurema smilax (Donovan), Small grass yellow, were noticed 
along the Western Highway between Horsham and Ararat, although 
no directional migration was evident. 

Captures of Cercartetus lepidus , Little pygmy possum; 

Pseudomys apodemoides , Silky mouse, and several interesting rep¬ 
tiles completed a very enjoyable and exciting trip. 

Acknowledgemen t s 
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Tablo Species of Butterflies Recorded for the Big Desert, Victor! 


Species 


Source of Record 



Crosby 

(1972) 

Quick 

(1973) 

Quick Crosby 

( 197 * 1 ) ( 1976 ) 

Pers. 
Obs . 

Motasingha dirphia trimaculata 
(Tepper) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

M. atralba atralba (Tepper) 

+ 

+ 

+ + 


Trapezites sciron eremicola 
Burns 

+ 



+ 

Pieris rapao rapae (L.) 




+ 

Anaphaeis .lava teutonia (F. ) 
Delias aganippe (Donovan) 


+ 

+ 


Danaus chryslppus petilia 
fstoll) 




+ 

Junonia villida cnlybe 
(Godart) 


+ 


+ 

Vanessa kershawi (McCoy) 


+ 

+ + 

+ 

V. itea (F.) 


+ 

+ 


Candalides acastus (Cox) 


+ 

+ 

+ 

C. cyprotus cvprotus (Olliff) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

C. hyacinthus simplex 
(Tepper) 

+ 

+ 

+ + 

+ 

Hypochrysops Ignitus ignitus 
(Leach) 



+ 


Lampldo3 boeticus (L.) 


+ 


+ 

Nacaduba blocellata biocellata 
(cT A R. Felder - ] 

+ 


+ + 


Neolucia agricola agricola 
(Westwood) 

+ 



+ 

Ogyris otanos C. A R. Felder 

+ 


+ 4- 


Theclinesthes miskini miskini 
(T.P. Lucas) 


+ Crosby ( 197*0 


T. serpentata serpontata 
(llerrlch-S"chaf f er ) 

+ 

+ 


+ 

Zizina labradus labradus 
(\lodart) 



+ 



* Although listed as T. onycha by Crosby (197*0- the species has 
recently undergone taxonomic revision and is now referred to as 
T. miskini miskini according to Sibatani and Grund (1978). 
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Summary of Zoo Le Souef Memorial Lecture 
AUSTRALIAN ENTOMOLOGICAL RESEARCH: THE ROLE OF THE AMATEUR 

Presented by Max Moulds 

There is no denying that today is the era of the professional entomologist. 
Some 80% of all professional entomologists who have ever lived are alive at this 
very moment. The amateur has been overshadowed and like it or not there 
exists a division between amateur and professional entomologists. Many fields 
of endeavour are clearly beyond the capacity of the amateur, either because expen¬ 
sive apparatus is unavailable or the nature of the research is highly academic 
requiring specialised training, or both. 

Even traditional amateur fields such as taxonomy and natural-history type 
studies are now dominated by professional researchers. Amateurs pursue their 
entomological interests primarily from a love of nature and as a means of relax¬ 
ation; the professional is often driven by the publish or perish syndrome. Is the 
scientific contribution from the amateur today no longer significant? I believe it 
is signficant and I’m sure most of you, if not all of you, agree likewise. 1 think it 
appropriate first to examine the early days of entomological research in this 
country. 

Until the early part of this century entomology was, in the main, pursued 
in an amateur capacity. The clergy, the wealthy, and others with time available 
undertook the majority of the entomological research, which, with few except¬ 
ions, was taxonomic in its nature. Huge collections were amassed and large 
numbers of species described both by these amateurs and the few professionals 
of the time. 

Most of the early research was done by Europeans with many of the 
Australian insects being described by English workers. During the latter part of 
the 18th century and early 19th century comparatively few species were des¬ 
cribed from Australia because large collections were unavailable. However, by 
the latter half of the last century large numbers of species were being described 
from material taken by resident collectors. 

Notable early influences in Australian entomology were Alexander Macleay 
and Sir William John Macleay. Alexander Macleay was an amateur interested 
especially in Coleoptera and Lepidoptera and when he migrated to Australia in 
1825 he brought his extensive collection. It included specimens purchased from 
at least 6 other notable entomologists such as Edward Donovan and Drury. It 
also included several of Boisduval’s types as well as some Leach and Donovan 
types. William Macleay, a wealthy entrepreneur who migrated in Australia in 
1839 with his cousin William Sharp Macleay (also an amateur entomologist) 
established the Entomological Society of N.S.W. (not an ancestor of the Ent. 

Soc. N.S.W. of today) which produced Australia’s first entomological journal 
the Transactions of the Entomological Society of N.S.W. between 1863 and 
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1873. 36 valuable papers were published and all but 2 of lliese were by amateurs. 
A member of Ibis society who will long be remembered was Alexander Scott, 
a politician and amateur lepidopterist. Between 1864 and 1898 he published 
in parts two magnificent volumes with hand-coloured plates drawn by his 
daughters of butterfly and moth life histories. After the publication of its 
second volume of Transactions the Entomological Society of N.S.W. was diss¬ 
olved to make way for the Linnean Society of N.S.W. which continued to 
publish many amateur entomological papers. Before his death Sir William 
Macleay gave the then massive Macleay collection to the University of Sydney. 

A fire-proof museum was erected within the grounds of the University and 
opened in 1888. Another prominent amateur worker was Edward Meyrick, a 
teacher at Sydney Grammar Schooi and another lepidopterist. He published 
some 30 papers in the Linnean Society’s journal alone and during the course 
of his life described over 15,000 species, many of these Australian. W. H. 

Miskin was also a notable amateur lepidopterist at this time and he published 
19 papers mainly in Trans, ent. Soc. Loud, and Proc. R. Soc. Qd. From April 
14 to October 20 1888 A. S. Olliff, a butterfly enthusiast, published his 
Australian Butterflies in 22 parts in The Sydney Mail, one of the important 
newspapers of the day. This work was reprinted in book form the following 
year to become the first popular book on Australian butterflies. 

By the early 1900’s the number of resident amateur entomologists had 
grown considerably and entomological activity was flourishing. Beetle collecting 
was particularly popular and there emerged three amateurs of special'note: 
Thomas Sloane, a pastoralist, who published 50 papers between 1881 and 1923; 
II. J. Carter who published some 50 papers between 1905 and 1930 and the 
Rev. Thomas Blackburn who published a similar number of papers between 
1899 and 1912; together they described several thousand new species. Lepid- 
opterists were also active collectors and researches during the first half of this 
century. Thomas Lucas, a medical practitioner by profession, amassed a large 
collection which included that of Roland Illidgc and which is now in the South 
Australian Museum. He published 16 papers, mainly in Proc. Linn. Soc. N.S.W. 
One of his papers in which he described two butterflies and nine new hawk 
moths was published privately and then in The Queenslander newspaper. As far 
as I know only one copy of the original private edition survives today which is 
in British Museum (Natural History). Oswald Lower, a pharmacist, contributed 
45 papers from 1892-1923, published mainly in Traits. R. Soc. S.A. A. J. 

Turner was yet another notable lepidopterist. After graduating as a doctor 
he migrated to Australia in 1888 and between 1894 and 1930 published over 
70 papers, mainly on moths. Others like George Lyell, F. P. Dodd and E. J. 
Dumigan amassed very large and important collections, but G. A. Waterhouse, 
a business executive and amateur butterfly collector, later to gain his DSc for 
his butterfly studies, probably contributed most to the study of Australian 
Lepidoptera; he accumulated a collection of some 50,000 specimens and pub¬ 
lished over 60 papers between 1897 and 1943. 
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By (lie I950’s professional entomologists were rapidly growing in number 
and taking over much of the research. Amateur research dramatically declined 
but the enthusiasm of amateurs had not; there were several hundred dedicated 
collectors who travelled throughout much of Australia in pursuit of new and 
rare species. Several collections made during this era are now in Australian 
museums including that of George Brooks. Llew Gooding and Jack Macqueen 
and of course, Zoo Le Souef in whose memory this lecture is given tonight. 

This was the era of amateur entomological societies; the Victorian and 
Queensland Entomological Societies in Melbourne and Brisbane respectively 
were thriving and in Sydney there emerged an amazing five separate groups. The 
first of these was the Australasian Branch of the London-based Amateur Ent¬ 
omologists Society which published just 3 parts of Us Australasian Entomol¬ 
ogist between 1949 and 1951. This society was disbanded but shortly afterwards 
the same people established the Entomological Society of N.S.W. (this has no 
connection with the present Society) which published Entomological /Votes & 
News from 1952-53 and then the Australian Entomologist from 1953-1955. 

In the meantime, however, the Society of Entomologists, Sydney, was formed 
in February 1953 and it was this group that by a second name change in 1980, 
became the third Entomological Society of N.S.W. But the story is not yet 
quite complete. The Ent. Soc. N.S.W. of the 50’s was finally disbanded and 
another group, the Entomological Section of the Royal Zool. Society of N.S.W. 
established in 1957, this body still continuing today. 

This brief account of our amateur history, of course, omits numerous 
persons worthy of mention but I do not wish to dwell upon this subject and 
trust that you will forgive me if I now turn to the present. 

It is difficult to estimate the number of amateurs currently in Australia. 
Some 200 subscribe to Australian Entomological Magazine but there are many 
others whose interest is not scientifically biased. The actual number of amateurs 
is, in fact, more like 400 to 500. I known many of these amateurs personally 
and their knowledge is great. They hold between them many important 
collections, several of immense scientific significance. Estimates received from 
29 of these collectors puts their total holdings at over 3 A million specimens. 

In 1983, R. W. Taylor in his paper “Descriptive taxonomy: past present 
and future” in Australian Systematic Entomology: A Bicentenary Perspective 
has shown that only some 45% of our insects are named, 16% remain unnamed 
in current collections and 39% are yet to be collected. The significance of 
amateur collections is obvious. It is also interesting to note the percentage of 
amateur-collected material in museum holdings today for the two traditional 
amateur groups - Lepidoptera and Coleoptera (Table 1) and for other Orders 
(Table 2). 

Taylor also analysed the level of taxonomic knowledge for the orders of 
Australian insects. The estimated total number of species for each is given, the 
two largest being Coleoptera 33,550 species, and Lepidoptera 21,870 species. 
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TABLE 1 

Estimated percentages of Lepidoptera and Coleoptera collected 
by amateurs and now housed in major Australian museums 


Collection 


Percentage holdings of amateur-collected material 
Butterflies Moths Beetles 


A.N.I.C. 

80% 

40% 

5% 

Australian Museum 

98% 

95% 

25% 

Museum of Victoria 

75% 

65% 

25% 

Queensland Museum 

70% 

90% 

20% 

S.A. Museum 

55% 

50% 

20% 

Combined percentages 

76% 

68% 

19% 


TABLE 2 

Outstanding collections of Australian insects belonging to Orders other than Lepidoptera 
and Coleoptera collected by amateurs and now in Australian museums 


Collection 


Estimated percentage holding of amateur-collected material 


A.N.I.C. 

Australian Museum 

Museum of Victoria 

Queensland Museum 
S.A. Museum 


HYMENOPTERA, 5%; B. B. Lowery ant coll, and T. Rayment bee coll. 

MEGALOPTERA. 60%; ODONATA. 40%; NEUROPTERA, 30%; all* 
M. S. and B. J. Moulds coll. 

THYSANOPTERA, 99%; R. Kelly coll. 

BLATTODEA, 60%; A. E. Shaw coll. 

FULGOROIDEA, 5% of all Homoptera; L. Franzen coll. 


Of the Coleoptera an estimated 65% of the species have been collected and of 
the Lepidoptera a little under 70%. One can only speculate at what these 
figures would have been without the input of amateur collectors. In addition 
little is known about the distribution and biology of many of our insect 
species, even common ones, for example one of our most common cicadas, 
Tamasa tristigma is recorded from only one locality and there still remain 
unknown the early stages of several of our butterflies. Amateur collectors are 
making a major contribution towards filling such gaps. 

It is, of course, true that much collecting is also done by professionals 
these days especially of Orders of little interest to amateurs, but we should not 
lose sight of the significance of the amateur contribution to all Orders. Regret- 
ably, so often the “system” restricts the amateur collector — permits to collect 
in national parks are difficult, if not impossible, for most to obtain basically 
because “they are only collectors”; exchange with overseas collectors is now 
totally forbidden by law for amateurs, and they have no way round this; all 
jewel beetle species have been protected in W.A. primarily to stop a small group 
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of enthusiastic amateur collectors, and there is developing amongst the general 
public a “leave the poor things alone” attitude. 

But not only do amateurs today contribute by amassing valuable collect¬ 
ions; there is also an important contribution from those who publish their 
findings. A perusal of the Australian entomological literature listed in the track 
of Aunt. ent. Mag. since its inception in 1972 lists no less than 180 different 
amateur authors. Between them they have made over 140 separate contributions 
in A list. cut. Mag., 90 odd in the Victorian Entomologist, 17 in J. Aust. ent. 

Soc., 5 in Gen. appl. Ent. and some 34 spread between Proc. Linn. Soc. N.S.W., 
Aust. J. Zool. including Suppi. Ser., Odonatologica, J. Res. Lep., Aquatic 
Insects and other prominent periodicals. These amateurs have been responsible 
for the description of 138 new species and 11 new genera spread between 6 
Orders; other research fields include behavioural, physiological, zoogeographical 
and bibliographical studies. 

It is interesting to note, however, that the large majority of amateur papers 
appear in just two periodicals, Aust. ent. Mag. and the Victorian Ent. I would 
like to briefly consider this situation. This society, which is responsible for the 
Victorian Ent., is the only tridy active amateur entomological group in Aust¬ 
ralia today and it is not difficult to understand why so many of its members 
support the Society’s journal. But Aust. ent. Mag. is a different kettle of fish. 

It is almost unique in the entomological world in that it is not Society or 
institutionally controlled or indirectly supported. It relies solely on the will of 
authors to submit papers, and also must be self generating in income. As editor 
of this journal I am continually astounded at the obvious need for a periodical 
of its calibre. 1 face one constant dilemma; that is of accomodating more papers 
than can be physcially included. Economics and my time preclude an expan¬ 
sion of the journal so the dilemma persists. Between Vi and 1/3 of the papers 
submitted are by amateurs and I am pleased with this ratio. A high standard is 
demanded from all contributors and frequently referees comments are morally 
devastating to inexperienced authors. But most bounce back and are proud of 
the final result. I believe one reason for the success of Aust. ent. Mag. is this 
insistence on a high standard from all contributors. But I hasten to add that by 
a high standard 1 do not necessarily mean “high-powered”. Another reason 
for the success of Aust. ent. Mag. 1 think is my willingness to accept short 
papers, not necessarily earth shattering but nevertheless significant and original 
in content. I refer for example to new food plant and distribution records. Such 
amateur papers form the grass roots of amateur entomology, providing a reason 
for amateurs pursuing their hobby, and if presented adequately constitute a 
reserve of knowledge of immense value. Australia’s other entomological journals, 
J. Aust. ent. Soc. and Gen. appl. Ent. tend to cater more for their profess¬ 
ional members, and I have no criticism of this, but journal content, is, in the 
main, in specialised areas of little interest to amateurs. Most amateurs, therefore 
feel that such journals are not for them. 
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Let us now turn to the future and consider what that holds for the Aust¬ 
ralian amateur. At no other time in Australian history has there been such an 
opportunity to collect insects in Australia as there is now. Today almost every 
part of the continent is accessible by vehicle. It is now possible to travel the 
length of Cape York Peninsula by car following the recent upgrading of the old 
telegraph maintenance track and the establishment last year of a large vehicular 
barge over the Jardine River; the Kimberleys are gearing up for tourism in a big 
way and already caravans travel the once notorious Gibb River Road that bisects 
the region; the arid N\V now has a magnificent all-weather bitumen highway 
completed only this year; Central Australia is also thriving on tourism and the 
Stuart Highway should be all bitumen by 1988; even once notorious tracks such 
as the Strezlecki, Tanami, Birdsville and Gunbarre! Highway are now traversed 
frequently by 4-wheel drive enthusiasts; remote northern Queensland mountain 
tops of considerable entomological interest, until recently accessible only on 
foot can now be reached by vehicle. Examples of special note are the Mt 
Windsor Tableland, the Mt Lewis road extension and the southern Paluma 
Range (all by Forestry roads), and the Mt Belenden Kerr by cable car. Comple¬ 
mentary to this accessibility we have today comparatively cheap and efficient 
transport. Indeed, there are few places left now where an entomologist cannot 
go and amateurs as well as professionals are taking advantage of this situation. 

But the bubble is bursting. We are all fainilar with the accelerating removal 
of natural habitat. It is true that many areas are now receiving protection in 
Australia but pastoral clearing, urban development and reafforestation are 
destroying large tracts of natural vegetation. I believe that within 50 years, 
maybe less, it will be extremely difficult for entomologists, both amateur and 
professional, to undertake extensive field work. Habitat variety will have 
diminished to such a point that most areas of entomological significance will be 
difficult to gain access to for collecting - it will be necessary to obtain perm¬ 
ission from controlling authorities such as National Parks, Forestry, Aboriginal 
Communities, pastoral landholders, local councils and, if the current anti¬ 
collector trend persists, also from Main Roads authorities for road verge collect¬ 
ing. Thus red tape will strangle collecting. 1 think, however, that the conservation 
panic and extremism seen in recent years, which has so much affected collecting 
lias now bottomed and a better informed conservation-lobby is emerging with 
more practical and effective approaches to insect conservation. The “protect 
the species” syndrome is already waning in favour of habitat protection. 

However, the future will also bring its benefits. Comprehensive mono¬ 
graphs and field guides will become widely available for many insect groups 
where it is now impossible to obtain identifications, let alone obtain notes on 
their biology and distribution. Already we can see a beginning to this trend. 

Such guides and monographs will be “spring boards” for the amateurs, opening 
up new fields of endeavour. 
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There is also the question of access to scientific literature for amateur 
researchers. At present this can present an enormous problem for (hose who do 
not have the availability of a large research library or the time to undertake 
literature searches. Most amateurs cannot keep abreast of the high volume of 
entomological literature appearing today, but this situation is already changing, 
not because the volume of published research is declining but because computer 
access is available. The Australian National Scientific and Technological Library, 
a branch of the National Library of Australia currently will post literature lists 
on specialised subjects monthly for a comparitively small fee. Retrospective 
searches are also now available from American-based computer banks supplying 
comprehensive and very specialised print-outs from a cross-linking of computers 
such as those now compiling the Zoological Record. Laser disc storage techn¬ 
iques even now permit computer hard copy storage of books and periodicals. 
Major world libraries arc already storing their collections on laser disc and by the 
end of this century it will, in fact, be possible to simply key in a journal title 
and reference at a computor terminal to receive a photocopy. The advantages 
to the amateur are obvious. 

Before closing I would like to briefly suggest a few fields of study for 
amateur entomologists. Distribution and life history descriptions are important 
subjects already pursued by many but less than 10% of amateur papers concern 
either behaviour, ecology or physiology. Subjects for study in these fields 
suitable for amateurs include courtship and oviposition behaviour; mate select¬ 
ion preferences, flight activity and times, territories and hilltopping and 
recognition patterns. 

In conclusion, I urge you all to continue collecting with enthusiasm 
- publish what you learn and keep your standards high. The challenge of the 
future will be rewarding for the dedicated, but as a notable politician once 
said “Life wasn’t meant to be easy” - nor would we want our entomology to 
be so. 
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196*4 Records of northern butterflies in the Sydney district. 2. 
Coinmun. ent. Sect. R. zool. Soc. N.S.W. 231 <0-7 

1972 lien ting trays - their use and construction. A ust. ent. Mag 
l(l):7-10 

1972 A list of dragonflies collected at Iron liange, Cape York 

Peninsula from 10th-13th April, 197 1 - Aust. ent. Mag. l(2) 
3-': 

1972 with J.V. Peters. A label check list of the Australian 
but terf1les . 20 pp. Aust. Ent. Press, Sydney 

1973 Labelling Insect specimens. Aust. ent. Mag. 1(0)>00-7 

1973 'file butterflies of Springsure, Central Highlands, Queens¬ 
land. Aust. ent. Mag. l(5)*b7“70 

1973 with I.F.D. Common. The date of publication of Captain 

Phillip King's Narrative of a survey of the intertropical 
and western coasts of Australia. J. Soc. Biblphy- nat. 

Hist. 0(10 1257-9 

1971 * A new subspecies of Ornlthoptera priamus (Lepidoptera 1 

Papilionldae) from north Queensland. Aust. ent. Mag. 2(2): 
28-30 

1975 Embedding Insects and other specimens in clear plastic . 

1 st edition. 28 pp., illust. ( 2 nd od. 1977 , pp.i 3 rd 

ed. 1979, 31 pp.). Australian Entomological Press, Sydney 

1975 The song of the cicada Lembo.la brunneosa (llomoptera 1 
Cicadidae) with notes on the behaviour and distribution 
of the spocies. J. Aust. ont. Soc. IO 1251 -O 

1976 Migrations of Narathurn araxes enpdlls (Lopidoptera t 
Lycnenldne) across Lloyd Bay, Cape York Peninsula. 

Aust. ont. Mag. 2(u)>130-2 

1976 A native food plant for the butterfly Doudorix epl.larbas 
(Lepidoptera : Lycaonidae). Aust. ent. Mag. 3(2)>30-1 

1976 Field observations on behaviour of a north Queensland 
species of Phytalmia (Diptora > Tephritidae). J. Aust. ent 
Soc. UD 3 O 7-52 

1977 with J.A.L. Watson. A second species of Episynlestes 
Kennedy (Odonata > Ch1orostidao) from north Queensland. 

J. Aust. ent. Soc. 1 6 > 2 57“59 

1977 Bibliography of the Australian butterflies (Lepidoptera > 

l lesperoidea and Papllionoidea) 1773-11173. 239 PP- Austral¬ 

ian Entomological Press, Sydney 

1977 with G. Daniels. The butterflies of Warrumbungle National 
Park, New South Wales. Aust. ent. Mag. 0(3)*09-51 

1977 Extensions to the known range of the butterfly T isipliono 
hoiona ( 011 iff)(Lepidoptera > Nymphalidao). Aust. ent. 

Mag. 0 ( 0 ) > ( 1 1 -2 
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1978 A now species of llonicopsal l.rla Sfcal (llomoptora : Clcadidao) 
from norl.h Queensland. J . Aust. Gilt. Soc . 17*225-8 

1979 with J.A.L. Wntson. Now species of Austrnlinn Lestldne 
(Odonnta). J . Aust. cut. Soc. 18(2) i 1 J| 3-55 

1980 Tile identity of tile dragonfly Hncroini o viridescens Ttllyard 
(Odonnta ! Corduiidne). J . Aust. out. Soc. 18*3^3-7 

1981 Larval food plants of hawk moths (Lepidoptera 1 Sphigidae) 
affecting commercial crops in Australia. G 011 . nppl. En t. 13* 
h9-80 

1982 with J.W.C. d’Apice. Ilutterflies of the upper Jardine Iliver, 
Capo York Peninsula. Aust. ont. H a g. 9(2,3)*21-0 

1983 Summertime is cicada time. Aust. nat. Hist. 20(1 2 )sA29-35 

1983 A now species of X.angla Moore (lepidoptera 1 Sphlngidae) 
from northern Australia. Aust. ent. Mag, 10(5)*75~9 

198^t A new species of Psa 1 toda Stal (llomoplera * Cicadidae) 

Gen, nppl. Ent. 1 61 

1985 A new species of Chorlsttiemia Tillynrd (Odonnta 1 Synthem- 
istldno). J. Aust. ent. Soc . 2l« r 1 1 3—6 

1985 Illyria , a new genus for Australian cicadas currently 
placed in Cicada L. (= 'fet tlgla Amyot) (lloinop tera * Cicadidae) 
Gen, appl. Ent . 17*25*35 

1986 Marteena . a now genus for the cicada Tiblcon tubrlclnctus 

Coding and Froggatt (llomoptora 1 Tihicinidae). Gen, a ppl._ En 

I 8139 -A 2 

I 986 with A.F. Atkins. The specific status of Motnsin gha trimac - 
ulnta (Topper) (Lepidoptera 1 llosperiida o) with the descrip¬ 
tion of a new subspecies. Gen, appl. Ent . 18 125-32 

1986 (1985) A review of the Australian hawk moths of the genus 
Macroglossum Scopoll (Lepidoptera 1 Sphigidae). Aust. ent. 
Mag. 12(57781-105 

1986 The hawk moths (Lepidoptera 1 Sphlngidae) of Christmas 
Island, Indian Ocean. Aust. ont. Mag . 1 3 ( 3 > ) * 37 _, l0 

##*#*»***#•# 


Essential rending for those interested in 
the distribution of Victorinn butterflies 

'PRELIMINARY DISTRIBUTION MAPS OF DUTTERFLIES IN VICTORIA' 
Published by the Entomological Society of Victorin 

This is tlio first major publication resulting from the Society's 
ENTKECS scheme. The book consists of maps of the recorded dist¬ 
ributions of tho 108 species of butterflies known form this state 
plus associated information. 

Cost ,*10.00 and ^2.00 postage and handling. 

Available at meetings of tho ESV or from! 

David Crosby, 

7*1 Gipps Street, 

East Melbourne, 3002 
Tel. *H7 0'1/|5 
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ON THE GRAPEVINE 


M ichael Braby is riding high on some recent discoveries. More on 
tills in future issues. Michael has been appointed as an entomol¬ 
ogist at the Plant Research Institute - congratulations. 

Ton y Mor ton has recently returned from Western Australia where 
ho visited a butterfly and beetle collection at Boyup Brook, 
about -'lO km south east of Bunbury. It had some nice butterflies, 
mainly exotic, but badly set and displayed, and a better coll¬ 
ection of beetles, worth seeing if you're over there. While 
camping at Lake Jasper ( south west corner) he picked up a 
mantid that obviously mimics a weevil - one of the large, grey 
knobbly ones (Amyctorinne?) but unfortunately dropped it in 
surprise. Was he imagining things? No, he had not been drinking. 

Ma x and Barbara Moulds have returned from a 3 month, 20,000 km 
trip around northern Australia. A poor cicada season with bad 
collecting for most things is reported. 

J oy Bur ns has begun a massive task of computer data entry for 
Stifunodera (C astiarina ) as part of ENTRECS. Results look good. 

As of 23 March (>33 entries had been made on 1(3 spp. of 'Casts'. 

Joy and Gordon had a fairly successful trip through northern 
NSW, including time at Coonabarabran, to Queensland. Gordon 
picked up a few novelties, but overall the 'Stigs' were rather 
scarce. Anilara , Melobasls , C issels et nl. were more common 
having not been abundant in the last few years. They c.alled In 
to Edungalaba and saw Ernie Adams and visited Ray and Nola Manskie 
at Maryborough. 

Peter Kelly Is chief cook and bottlewasher for a while after his 
wife Lorraine was knocked over by one of the sheep. Best wishes 
for a speedy recovery. 


On tlio Grapevine returns to the Victorian Entomologist by request. 
Zoo Lo Souef made the column a fine art form 1 ho was the veritable 
grape vine. Brunning's Australian Home Gardener' tolls mo that the 
framework of an established grape vino is the old wood but that 
the new wood also has eyes,which give rise to new shoots. Grapes 
require feeding to produce good fruit. 
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS OF INTEREST 


M. Do Bn nr and M.J. Hockey, Now records for Queenslnnd Ilesperiidae 
and Lycaenidno (Lepidoptern). Entomological Society of Qu eensland 
Nows B u lletin 1 'l ( 10): 155-6, Feb. 1987- llesperllln snr nin, lly poch - 
rysops Qiilcurus , II. delicl n de lictn , I’rosotns fcldcri . 

H. Do Bnnr and M.J. Hockey, Additional records Tor Queenslnnd. 

Anopl oriio thus (Coleoptorni Scarabnoidoni Rutelinae). Ent. Soc. 
Queensland Nws Bulletin 1 k ( 10) 1 1 53~ , » • 6 spp. mentioned. 

Ilobin Taylor, For such a small fly, ho sure does plenty of 
damage ... The Weekly Times , 26 Dec. 1986, p • 7 • Lucilia cuprln a 
responsible for sheep blowfly strike. Ur. Mark Snndomnn and co- 
workers at La Trobo Uni. are trying to develop a vaccine to make 
slioep immune to blowfly strike. Some sheep develop resistance 
after a number of consecutive infections and at Trangie the N.S.W. 
Dept, of Agriculture has developed a lino of resistant sheep. 

Those will be used as sources of skin proteins, serum and exudate 
for testing. 

Robin Taylor, How to predict insect plagues. It's the weather 
that bugs us. Tile Weekly Times , 31 Dec. 1986, p. 1 I. Dept, of Agr¬ 
iculture and Rural Affairs scientists believe that the members 
and typos of many pest species in Victorian crops are determined 
by weather conditions in central Australia. Mr. Garry McDonald 
of the Plant Research Institute has found that outbreaks or Army- 
worm ( Mytlilmna convecta , Noctuidao) in spring are due to breeding 
up of the moth after heavy autumn rains in the centre. Moths can 
be carried vast distances by wind, particularly from the north, 
and can trnvel up to 1200 km in one night, dropping out when they 
hit a cold front. McDonald has sot up 29 moth trapping stations 
across eastern Australia, the fermentation traps having baits of 
a mixture of port wine, sugar and water. Similar work is being 
carried out in Queensland on ll ollothis (lludworm). 

Malaria outbreak reported. The Age . 2 March 1987, p. 6 . Six cases 
reported in the aroa north of Townsville in late 1980. Australia 
has been certified a malaria free aroa by the World Health organ¬ 
ization. (in Australia malaria is mainly transmitted by Anophe les 
fornutl Lav.). Refers to article in the Medical Journal of Aust ¬ 
ralia . 

Fireflies light up the world of gone engineers. N ow Scientist 
13 Nov. 1986 , p.21. Researchers at the Uni. of California, San 

Diego, have inserted the gene that lights up fireflies Into tob¬ 
acco plants which glow in the dark with a greenish-yellow light, 
the luclfernso geno will be used as an easily detectable marker 
and allow Information to bo gained about how and when different 
genetic instructions turn on and off. 

Silicon and soap 1 the natural way to kill insects. New Scie ntist 
13 Nov. 1986, p.2b. Potassium (rather than sodium) based salts 
with specially chosen fatty acids make good contact insecticides 
which degrade within 2l| hours. DP, silicon mined from the seabed 
and very finely powdered, is effective against cockroaches and 
other hard shelled insects. Ihe particles cut the exoskeleton 
loading to loss oT body fluid and death. UT can last almost indef¬ 
initely and is harmless to people. 

Sot a spider to catch an aphid. Now Scien tist 23 Oct. 198 b, p.JO. 
Linyphiide spiders studied as controllers of aphids in wheal fields 
Over 30 aphids per square metre per day may be snared in their 
webs and 1 b of the aphid populations encounter webs each day. 
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Butterflies learn to lay on tile best leaves. New Scientist 
U Doc. 198 b, p.28. Studies of an Arls tolocliia feeding swallow¬ 
tail ( Da t tu s pl ii 1 eiioi’ ) show Llint it discriminates between spp. 
of tbo liost by leaf shape as a learned response based on chemical 
’tasting' of tbo loaves. 

Mike Jones, The large blue is back where It belongs. New Scient i st 
II Dec. 198b, p.28. Hie butterfly Maculinoa arion , oxtinct in 
Britain since 1979, is to bo join traduced on a largo scale to 
England fi-oin Sweden. The complex ecological requirements of tbo 
species, including a relationship with ants, are now understood 
and proper habitat management should now ensure its survival. 

L.P Kelsey, New Australian Scetiopinidae (Diptera) IV. J. Aust . 
out. Soc . 2lu1-'J2, 1987 . 21 now spocies of window flies are 

doscj’ibed and new keys are providod for the genera Scenopinus . 
Paramonovn and liielcella . 

E.B. Britton, Me gacox~yne carnaby 0 1 -um , a new genus and species of 
Mclolonthinae {Coleoptora : Scarabaeidae) from Australia. J. Aust. 
ent. Soc. 26 1 111 - 3 , I 987 . A Westei-n Australian Mololontliini. 

A. Szujocki, Ecology of Forest Insects . Dr. W. Junk, Sories Ent¬ 
omologies 2b, Dec. I 986 . bl5 pp- Hardbound. AJ280 (Approx.) ) 

Graomo O’Neill, Smell difference splits a moth family. Tile Ago 
23 March 1987 p.1 6 . The tea tortrlx or tea flushworm, Pomona 
coffearin (Tortricidae), a small buff coloured moth emerged as 
a pest of avocado in Queensland several years ago. The Austral¬ 
ian moth (it is a well known pest of tea and coffee in Asia) 
was oi'iginally described as II. spargotus , but the differences are 
l'ostricted to the gonltalin or 30 it seemed. When the moth att¬ 
acks became serious some were sent to the CSIllO in the hope they 
could supply a pheromone to lui'e the moths into traps. Within 
two days Di’s. Whittle and Bellas of the CSII10 had synthesised its 
sox pheromone and confirmed its distinctiveness on the basis of 
the difference in the pheromone from that of the Asian spocies. 

Both pheromones were sent to Queensland but ns predicted only 
the newly synthesised one worked. 

S.J. Forbes, Review of l'econt studies in Eucalyptus - tlio spocies. 
Victoi'ian Naturalist 1 0*1 ( 1 ) I 1 *1- 19 > Jan.-Fob. 1987 . Lists now taxa 
and uniesolved problems in tbo classification of the Victorian 
eucalypts. Crucial delimiting factors between known spocies are 
discussed. 

Graeme O'Neill, University believes it has cure for flystruck 
sheep. The A ge 2*1 March 1987 p-3- Adelaide University scientists 
have developed a bacterial insecticide to combat fly strike. 

The bacterium Bacillus tbui'ingionsis has a Chinese strain which 
selectively attacks maggots. Another strain kills sheep lice. 


Help is required in compiling information on recent publications 
of interest. In particular It would bo good to have material 
from counti’y newspapers on post outbreaks, unusual occurrences, 
and so on. 
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NOTICES 


Members In need of literature, equipment. Information, etc. are 
encouraged to submit notice.*? lor inclusion in the Vi ctori an Eut- 
omqlogist. These are published Tree of charge. Notices concerning 
sale of spocimons will not be printed- 


Mr. steph e n Wall work, 71 Nicho lso n St-, Dol by, 0 u eonslant 1 L >1*105. 
is keen to establish contact with fellow butt e rfl y col le ctors 
with a view to exchanging information and specimens. 

AUSTRALIAN ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY I8T1I SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE 
AND AGM. University of Western Australia, Perth, 1 5-20 August 
1987 .Conference theme 1 Living with Insects. The role of insects 
in conservation and biological survey, plant-insect interactions, 
understanding insect behaviour, threshold levels and insect pest 
management. Registration forms and further details from 

Dr. W.J. Dailey, 

Chairperson, Organising Committee, 

Australian Entomological Society, 

Department of Zoology, 

University of Western Australia, 

Nedlands, W.A., ( 1 OO 9 . 


The 1980 Caper White butte rf ly migration . Extensive Large scale 
movement of Anaphacis .java teutonia occurred in Victoria in Nov¬ 
ember. Records of sightings Including dates, times, numbers, 
direction of movement, etc are being collected for a compilation 
article in this magazine. Please forward details to the lion.Editor. 


FOR SALE - two display cases 533* 3 mm x 
glass topped with a few ocld insects in 
Please contact Robin Stark, II Randell 
Tel. 590781)8. 


001.2 x 70. ) (21 "x2'»?x2j) 
them. One box chipped. 
Street, Mordinlloc, 1195, 


SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE 


The Victorian Entomologis t is produced at the Standards Assoc¬ 
iation or Australia prlntery, Clunios Ross House, Parkville. 
Rosemary White produced the last issue- Thnnkyou Rosemary. 
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THE ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 

Membership » 

Any person with an interest in entomology' shall bo eligible 
for Ordinary Membership. Members of the Society include profess¬ 
ional, amateur and student entomologists, all of whom receive 
the Society's News Bulletin, the Victorian Entomologist. 

Objectives 

The aims of the Society are : 
to stimulate the scientific study and discussion of all 
aspects of entomology, 

to gather, disseminate and record knowledge of all identif¬ 
iable Australian insect species, 

to compile a comprehensive list of all Victorian insect 
species and 

to bring together in a congenial but scientific atmosphere 
cJl persons interested in entomology. 

Meetings 

The Society's mootings are held at Clunies Ross House, 
National Science Centre, 1?1 Royal Parade, Parkvillo, Victoria, 
at 8 pm on the third Friday of even months, with the possible 
exception of the December meeting which may be held earlier. 
Lectures by guest speakers or members are a feature of many 
meetings at which there i3 ample opportunity for informal dis¬ 
cussion between members with similar interests. Forums are also 
conducted by members on their own particular interest so that 
others may participate in discussions. 


(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 


Annual Subscriptions 


Ordinary Member ............. SI0.00 

Country Member ............. S 8.00 (100 km + from GPO) 

Student Member .. 3 p.00 

Associate Member ............ 3 2.00 (no magazine) 


No additional fee is payablo for overseas posting by surface mail 
of the News Bulletin. Associate Members, resident at the same 
address as, and being immediate relatives of an Ordinary Member, 
do not automatically receive a copy of the Society's publications 
but in all other respects rank as Ordinary Members. 


Contributions to the Victorian Entomologist 

The Society welcomes contributions of articles, papers or 
notes pertaining to any aspect of entomology for publication in 
the Nows Bulletin. Contributions are not restricted to members 
but are invited from all who have an interest. Material submitted 
should bo responsible and original. Statements and opinions ex¬ 
pressed are the responsibility of the respective authors and do 
not nocessarily reflect the policies of the Society. 

When contributions are typed it would bo of great assistance 
if they are typed on A*» (international Quarto) papjr, one and a 
half spaced with triple spacing between paragraphs and a margin 
of 3 cm. 

Advertising 

The charge for advertising is 35.00 per half page. 


Cover illustration by W.N.B. Quick. 

Cyrla imperialis (Fabricius), Banksia Jewel Beetle (Buprestidae) 










MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING, 20 MARCH 1 987 


l'he President, J. Burns, opened the meeting nt 8.00 pm. 

Apologies 1 J.Field, P.Kelly 

G.Burns, D.Crosby, I.Fnithfull, Ii.Field, 

T. New, K.Walker 

Minutes of the November Council meeting ( Vic . 
Ent . 16167 - 69 ) accepted (Crosby/Wnikor). 

Detailed and received (Walker/Burns). 

B. Burns reported credit balances of ,$2222 .27 
(General Account) and $1755.'J 8 (Memorial Fund) 
There are b5 financial members so far for 1987 

Discussion ensued over some aspects of Society 
expenditure and it was pointed out that expend 
iture exceeded lncomo in 198 b. K. Walker 
(seconded D.Crosby) proposed that a subscrip¬ 
tion reminder notice be included regularly 
in the February News Bulletin, and that a 
notice be sent to unfinancial members in the 
next issue this year. Carried. 

The Treasurer was asked to investigate the 
possible need for an increase in subscription 
rates from January 1988 . 

I.Falthfull reported progress on a cumulative 
index. Material is in hand for the next issue. 
Received (Waiker/Field). 

The light-trapping evening at La Trobe Univ¬ 
ersity was discussed at length. Members to 
meet in car park 7 at 6 pm on 28 March. 

Possible spring excursions were discussed. The 
membership to bo asked at the next general 
meeting about a possible weekend excursion 
(?Cup weekend), possibly to Gippsland or the 
Big Desert. 

General Buslnessi l) A request from tho Children's Museum for 

possible help in arranging displays of insects 
was discussed. It was agreed to loan the 
existing cases at times they are not required 
elsewhere and to offer to provide insects if 
cases are provided by the Museum, 
ii) The Secretary conveyed apologies fox’m 0.Rogge, 
who is now unable to address the Apx'il meeting 
R.Fiold agreed to talk on 'Biological Control 
of Weeds', l'he programme for the remainder 
of tho year was discussed. Secretary to follow 
up several suggestions of possible speakers. 

Hi) The Secretary reminded Council of A.lleisler's 
request for help in designing 'rules' and 
protocol for collecting insects in National 
Berks. To be discussed at the May Council 
Mooting. 


Editor's Report 1 


Excursionsi 


Presen 1 1 

Minutes 1 

Correspondence 1 
Treasurer's Report 1 
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iv) ICItlinm Copper conserve fcion. D.Crosby ,-mci T.New 
informed Council of tlie likely three t, through 
impending subdivision, to n recently discovered 
inrge population of l'arnlucin pyiodiscqs Lucld n 
in IC1them. Local conservationists are concerned 
and seek tho Society's backing in efforts to 
save tho colony, involving an imminent approach 
to tho Minister for Conservation, Forests and 
Lands, and a likely public campaign. After 
considerable discussion, Council agreed that 
the Society should wholeheartedly' back this, 
should call a moratorium on development for 
the next flight season in ordor to explore 
more fully tho status and distribution of the 
insect, should actively help with this survey, 
and should investigate possible availability 
of funding for such work. 

v) It was decided, following clarification from 
N.Quick, that the framed beetle drawing bo 
held by the President, ox officio, and bo made 
available to members, at a nominal rent, for 
( months each year (Now/Crosby). 

vl) Office Hearers. Council was reminded that 

Office Hearers for 1987-8 need to bo decided 
at the next Council Meeting. 

vii) Le Souef Memorial Award. Possible publicity 
measures were discussed, and the Secretary 
received authorisation to circulate notices 
widely as last year. 

The Meeting closed at 9-^5 pm. 

T. New, 

Hon. Secretary. 

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING, 10 APRIL 1987 

The President, J.Burns, opened the meeting at 8.05 pm. 

Apologies 1 M.Braby, D.Crosby, P.Kelly, M.Hunting, T.New, 

M.Le SouUf, D. & N.Stewart 

Present! G.Burns, P.Carwardlne, K.Clark, I.Faithfull, 

R. & J.Field, D. & J.Holmes, R. Mathews, 

D.McLaren, B.Smiles, R.Vnrgi, K.Walker. 

Minutes: Minutes of the February General Meeting ( Vic . 

Ent . 1 7 ( 2 ) 1 11*-1 5 ) were passed (D.Holmes/ 

G.Burns). 

P.Carwardlne then introduced Dr. Ross Field (Department of Cons¬ 
ervation, Forests and Lands) and invited him to address tho moot¬ 
ing on 'Biological Control of Weeds'. This woll illustrated talk 
familiarised us with tho aims of tho Department, then Ross gave 
some specific examples showing us how these aims were achieved 
with several economic plant weed posts. Ken Clark thanked the 
speaker for his informative talk and commented on the close rel¬ 
ationship between insects and the work of tho Department. 
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Treasurer's Reporti 


Editor's Reporti 


Excursionsi 


Exhlb11 si 


G.Burns reported a total credit balance of 
3 23^'8.26 in the General Account and $1755* 08 
(Memorial Fund). There are ; f 6 financial 
members for 1987 and subscriptions are now 
due (K.Ficld/J.Field). 

X.Faithfull requested contributions for the 
Victorian Entomo logist . Several members com¬ 
mented on the high quality of copying in the 
recent issue and Ian Faithfull thanked Max 
Moulds for providing camera ready copies of 
his article. 

P.Carwnrdine reported on a successful night 
of light trapping at a lake on the LaTrobe 
University campus. Many orders wore repres¬ 
ented and some Interesting catches wore made. 
Possible future excursions sites at the 
Grampians, Otways of East Glppsland wore 
discussed for the February trip. 

I.Faithfull! a) A Stjgmodera nasuta jewel 
beetle and he noted Its closed proximity to 
a freshwater crayfish which had similar 
colour markings, b) A range of insects that 
mimic the lycid beetle. These included long- 
icorn, click, meloid, belid and jewel beetles, 
c) A newspaper article on a country town 
plagued by so called 'Buffalo Flies'. Ian 
wrote and received some files for identific¬ 
ation wheih turned out to be Morse or March 
flies, d) A number of dead grasshoppers from 
the Strathbogie Ranges. 

R.Field 1 a) A case of butterflies that had 
just come off the setting boards following 
the Field's recent trip to Queensland, 
b) Examples of biological control agents e.g. 
flea beetle and rust on Dlackborrlos. 


The President drew the Meeting's attention to the Elthnm Copper 
meeting held at the same time as our own General Meeting. If more 
notice of the Eltham Copper meeting had been given, our General 
Meeting would have joinod the Eltham Copper meeting but there was 
insufficient time to inform everyone. 

The Meeting closed at 10.05 pm. 

K. Walker, 
Vice-President. 


MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING, 15 MAY 1987 

The Prosident opened the Meeting at 8.05 pm. 

Apologies: 1).Crosby, R.Field, K.Walker 

Present: G.Burns, P.Carwnrdine, I.Faithfull, J.Field, 

P.Kelly, 'I'. New. 

Minutes: Minutes of the March Council Mooting: deferred 

pending publication. A copy was tabled for 
ro f eronce. 
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Detailed and received (Field/Burns). 

G.Burns reported credit balances of 32367.26 
(General Account) and i ; 1755-3S (Memorial Acc¬ 
ount). There are 5' financial members. 

Adopted (Kelly/Faithfull). The Treasurer then 
reported on bis investigation on the possible 
need for a subscription increase. After dis¬ 
cussion it was moved (Burns/Kolly) that no 
increase bo made for 1988 . Carried unanimously. 

I.Faithfull sought advice from Council on tho 
content and format of several articles pro¬ 
posed for publication, and detailed contents 
of some forthcoming issues. Received (Kelly/ 
Field). 

P. Carwardine reported briefly on the light- 
trapping evening at La Trobe University. The 
suggestion of a weekend trip to the Otways 
is to be put to tho next General Meeting to 
gauge likoly interest. 

General Business 1 l)The President infomiod Council of the recent 
passing of a long-time member of the Society, 
Fred llallgarten. 

ii) Programme. Speakers needed for August and 

Octobor mootings. Secretary to contact several 
potential participants. 

ill) Elections. Council's nominations for all pos¬ 
itions falling vacant at tho Annual General 
Meeting nro as follows 1 


Correspondence: 
Treasurer's Report! 


Editor's Report: 


Excursionsi 


President 1 
Vice-Presidentsi 
Secretary 1 

Assistant Secretary! 
Treasureri 
Editori 

Excursions Secretary! 
Councillors: 


K. Walker 

R.Field, M.Hunting 
T.New 
P.Kelly 
G.Burns 

I. Faithfull 
P. Carwardine 

M.Braby,D.Crosby, 

J. Field, P.Kelly 


iv) Lo Souef Memorial Award. Publicity notices 

have been sent out. Discussion ensued on tho 
form of a possible commemorative certificate 
to be given to winners of tlie Award. 


v) National Parks collecting code. Secretary to 

approach tho National Parks Service for further 
information on requirements. 


vi) ENTRECS. The President showed, nnd briefly 

commented on, a possible revised records form. 


vii) Display boxes. Some possible venues for display 
discussed. No reply yet received from the 
Children's Museum. 


The Moeting closed at 9*^0 pm. 


T. New, 

Hon. Secretary. 
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POLYURA PYRRHUS SEMPRONIUS AT CHRISTMAS HILLS 


Miclinel F. Braby, 21 Cromwell Sti’oet, Eltham, Victoria, 3095 

All individual of the tailed emperor, Polyura pyrrhus semp - 
ronius (F.), was sighted, but not captured, in the One Tree Hill 
State Forest nt Christmas Hills, approximately 36 km NE of 
Melbourne, on 7 Februai'y 1987 at 9-50 am. The specimen flow 
rapidly around the One Tree Hill summit and proved too difficult 
to not. It was observed for only several minutes before it 
disappeared down the hill 3lope. The weather conditions at the 
time of observation were hot and moderately sunny and a strong 
northerly wind prevailed (maximum temperature for Melbourne was 
1|0° C)t Common and Waterhouse ( Butterflies of Australia , Angus 
and Robertson, 1981) note that this species occurs intermittently 
in Victoria. 


BUTTERFLIES AND MYTHOLOGY NO. 2 

I 

Apollo - the sun god. God of light and prophecy and patron of 
the arts. 

Ulysses - the son of Laertes and King of Ithaca. The wiliest 

of the Greek leaders at Troy, he invented the wooden 
horse. 

Jean Brown 


ERRATA 

Victorian Entomologist 17 ( 2 ) 

P.30. List of Publications M.S. Moulds. 

The entry for 198^1 should rond as follows! 

198'l Psaltoda magnlflea sp.n. and notes on the distribution of 

Psaltoda species fllomoptoraiCicadidae). Gen.appl.Ent .1 6127-32 
and should include a further paper 1 

198 ; l Larval food plants of hawk moths (Lepidoptera 1 Spingidao) 

affecting garden ornamentals in Australia. Gen.appl . Ent. ifii 

57-6'i 

The second last reference should road 1 

1985 A review of the Australian hawk moths of the genus Macro - 
gloss um Scopoli (Lepidoptera 1 Spliingidae). Aust.ent.Mag . 

12 ( 5 ) 781-105 

P. 20. N otes on _ Hu t t erflios in the Birr Desort, Vict o ria. 

Lino 7 should rend t "Quick, 1073?"» not " Quick, ^97^» M - 
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ENTOMOLOGY SECTION, HOYAL ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY, 


NOW THIRTY YEARS OLD 


Thirty years n(jo a number of members of tlie Roynl Zoological 
Society of New South Wales inaugurated an Entomology Section of 
the main Society. They did tills witli the conviction that there 
was room in Sydney for an organisation to cater primarily Tor 
amateurs and that it would not conflict with a professional society 
formed a few years earlier. 

The inaugural meeting was held on 12 March 1957 and Laurie 
Haines was elected Chairman and Max Gregg Honorary Secretary. 

Some officers of the professional Society attended. They did not 
regard the new group as being a threat to, or in competition with, 
their Society. This proved to be the case and members of the pro¬ 
fessional Society gave lectures, etc. to the amateur Society 
over the years. Desides lectures the Entomology Section arranged 
collecting trips and distributed circulars to its members on a 
regular basis. 

In 1979 the Section ran into difficulties as all of its 
officers became unable to carry out their duties and had to resign. 
However a meeting held in July resulted in a Chairman, Honorary 
Secrotary and Honorary Treasurer being elected from previously 
inactive members. A period of reconstruction began. 

In more recent years the Section has shown steady progress 
and some members have published their work in reputable Aust¬ 
ralian and overseas journals. Material from recent Circulars, 
the official organ of the Section, has been noted in the well- 
known Zoological Record . Three present members have won the Le 
Souef Award. 

The Section has shown on interest in insect conservation. 

Its members drew attention to the curious legislation in Western 
Australia whore all Huprostidao and the ant Nothoinyrmecia mac— 
rops wore 'protected' by law whilo thousands of hectares of 
land, i.e. habitat, wero bulldozed. In I 98 O legislation proposed 
to 'protect' ten species of insect in NSW was opposed by the 
great majority of entomologists, as being of little value unless 
the habitat was preserved. Ultimately the proposed legislation 
did not roach Parliament. In 1985 an example illustrating the 
futility of 'species protection' without habitat conservation 
occurred. Swamps near Dooligal, in western NSW, wero drained 
at a critical time for the young of breeding water birds, which 
perished in thousands. The birds were legally 'protected' spec¬ 
ies, but they perished because their habitat was destroyed. 

After thirty years of operation the Entomology Section 
looks forward with confidence to the future. 


Current Officers! 

Chairman! Mr. C.E. Chadwick, 9 —*- Francis Rd. , 

Artarmon, NSW, 2061| 

Hon. Secretary! Mr. R.II. Mulder, PO Hox 121 t 
Helensburgh, NSW, 2508 

Hon. Treasurer! Mr. II.L. Brunet, 25 Vivian St., 
Dexley, NSW, 2207 


Renders of the Vic. Ent. are invited to 
Section. Membership fee is i3*50, and members 
of the Circular per year. 


U 0 



join the 
receive 


C.E. 


Entomology 
six issues 

Chadwick 
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THE ELTI1AM COPPER, PARALUCXA PYRODISCUS LUCIDA CROSBY. 
TEETERING ON THE VERGE OF EXTINCTION. 


Never lias n butterfly commanded so much media attention in Aust¬ 
ralia as the Eltham Copper has in recent weeks. It is vory rare. 
Its best hope for survival, two colonies on prime residential 
land in the outor Melbourne suburb of Eltham, is a slim hope. 

Tho land is in tho final stages of subdivision. Intensive soarchos 
in tho (iron have failed to find further significant colonios. 


An appoal was officially launched at a public mooting in Eltham 
on lA May. Tho intention is to buy back as much of the land as 
possible to create a permanent sanctuary for tho butterfly. Tho 
stated aim of the fundraising committee is"to take all action 
necessary to preserve tho Eltham Copper buttorfly by initially 
launching an appeal for $1 million."{1 million. There are groat 
financial needs. 


Donations and enquiriesi 

Mr Malcolm llarrop 
Presidedt 

Eltham Copper Butterfly Appoal Committee 
Mt Pleasant Road 
ELTHAM Victoria .1095 
Telephone 03 ^39 1090 

Independent enquiries can bo made to tho office of the Member 
for Greensborough 

Mi's Pauline Toner 
•Shop 2, Arthur Street 
ELTHAM Victoria 3095 

Telephone 03 ^|J9 '500 ••• 
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Tho Eltlinm Co pper 

The Eltlinm Copper is n brighter, sliitiior Insect tlinn the otner 
subspecies. Tlius its subspocific nppellntiou lucidn . It is n small 
butterfly, with a wingspan of 27 or so nun, the larvae footling on 
the widespread shrub Dursaria spino sa, variously known as Sweet 
Uursnrin, Prickly Dox and Blackthorn, llavid Crosby named it in 
195' ( Victorian Naturalist (>7»225-fr)* Charles McCubbin ( Australian . 
nut torfli es, 197') foresaw that "This race may soon be extinct 

since the restricted area where it is found is being developed for 
housing". 

Its last remaining habitat was thought to be In the Eltlinm - Gre- 
ensborougli ni'en, where the Greenhills housing estate was built in 
the early 1970s. Dut in tho early 1980s Michael Braby found two 
very small colonies in tho same area, one of which was obliterated 
by development in 1985* The other was considered too small to 
survive. Between January and Max-cli this year Braby found two 
"huge", "massive" new colonies in the Eltlinm area, big enough, 
it was thought, to ensure the long term survival of the insect. 

It emerged that the colonies existed on a parcel of 14 ha of land 
in the latter stages of subdivision for 7 ' housing lots, valued 
at about d4 million. By late March it still was not clear who 
owned tlie land but it was thought that a development freeze on 
the butterfly's immediate environment would involve land wortli 
$1 to $ 1.5 million, with tho authority imposing the freeze being 
liable to pay the interest which would accrue on the value of 
tho land over the freeze period. All necessary development app¬ 
rovals wore in place so questions of the legality of any freeze 
were in the air. Work was due to start (the dreaded bulldozers) 
at the end of April. 

On b April the Eltham Shire Council delayed final approval for 
tho project on a technicality and on 10 April a public meeting 
at Eltham Community Centre attracted some 250 people. Channel 
10 weatherporson Kob Goll chaired the meeting which heard 
local MP Pauline Toner, art istsClifton Pugh and Sigmund Jorgen¬ 
son, entomologists Crosby and Braby and botanist David Camoron 
voice theii’ opinions. 
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The developer Esnnda Finnnco (parent company the AN2 bank) 
agreed to halt development despite the lack of legal require¬ 
ments, and sought no reimbursement for the costly delay. The 
Department of Conservation, Forests and Lands commissioned 
David Crosby to investigate and report back by April 24. Crosby 
found that the best chance to preserve the butterfly was to 
withdraw t>2 of the lots. On 28 April Esanda.agreed, at a meet¬ 
ing with State Government ministers, to start work on only 10 
of the blocks and delay construction on the rest until Christ¬ 
mas. Tlio Minister for CFL announced that there would be an 
appeal to raise $1 million to buy back some habitat. The comm¬ 
unity would have to decide if it would pay to save the species 
from extinction, she said. Conservationists blasted the Govern¬ 
ment's efforts as pitifully inadequate. Tho Director of National 
Parks and Wildlife said that the agreement fully protected 
one of tho colonies within the area including a buffer zono 
and that the other colony would bo saved but without as largo 
a zono. 

The Government contributed $10,000 to the appeal, Clifton Pugh 
a painting 'Eltham Copper Country' and the Eltham Council prom¬ 
ised to swap land valued at - 5200 , 000 . In mid May the Government 
promised between $200,000 and $ 250 , 000 , more than 10/o of its 
land aqulsition budget, to help buy back the land. Matcham .and 
Myra Skipper, sculptors and jewellers agreed to produce a butt¬ 
erfly medallion and the ANZ bank's General Managor, Operations, 
Mr lion Adams agreed to Join tho appeal committee. 

but time is running out. On May 20 Saunders stated that a deci¬ 
sion had to be made within a month or so as to whether Esnnda 
could begin development of tlie land. 

I urge you all to donate to tho appeal and consider tho poss¬ 
ibility or organising further fund raising activities. A rare 
butterfly faces extinction and now is the time to act. 

In the next issue of the Vic. Ent. it is hoped that a more 
thorough and detailed account of tho butterfly and its saga will 
be made. 

Ian Falthfull 
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CONSERVATION NEWS 


Ynrrn Pond Park 

Melbourne's most inner city patch of bush, Ynrrn bend Park, is to 
have new sports facilities, pathways and a Tull time ranger by 
virtue of a joint project by the Ynrrn bend Trust and the Depart¬ 
ment of Conservation, Forests and Lands. 855>000 bns already 
been presented for the first stage. The Trust has also received 
a grant of 872,296 from the now defunct Community Employment 
Programme to employ seven people for 26 weeks to control erosion, 
eradicate noxious weeds and help preserve the native bushland. 

The area although so called is not a National Park. Uncleared busli 
covers about one third of tVie 22j ha park. It is badly degraded 
and weed infested and lias a bad rabbit problem, but acts as a 
shelter for important native plants and birds. The Park's commun¬ 
ity of Eucalyptus leucoxylon , Yellow Gum, is the most southerly 
in Australia. 

Leith Young, Yarra Bend Park Facelift to Include Sports Facilities. 
The Ag e, 1 April 1987, P '9 

Minister for Labour,Victoria. Press release, <> March 1987 
N ew State Government Legislation 

The Government lias stated its intention to introduce or reintrod¬ 
uce in the autumn session the CFL bill, which finalises the ad¬ 
ministrative restructure, rationalises the legislative machinery 
in relation to public land management and provides codes of land 
management practices! the Lands bill, which provides for a now 
system of land classification! and the Planning and Environment 
bill, which establishes a single planning scheme and two discret¬ 
ionary planning approval processes - permits, and amendment to 
schemes -with all decisions required to take account of signif¬ 
icant effects on the environment. 

Land Conservation Council Melbourne Area District 2 Review 

The LCC has publicised notice of its impending review of the 
Melbourne region, District 2, which extends from Cape Schanck 
to Wonthaggi, north east to Moo, Mansfield, around to Seymour 
and Whitt logon. The first stage of the investigation will be 
the publication of a descriptive report on which public comment 
will be invltod. 

Woodchipping in East Glppsland 

Conservationists are gearing up for another fight against wood¬ 
chipping in our best remaining forosts. The present Government 
came to power with n platform of opposition to woodchipping. 

The Dept, of CFL has just released the scope of tho Environment 
Effects Statement on the "Value Adding Utilisation Scheme" (a 
newspeak term for woodchipplag), and it is very limited Indeed. 

It will not look at cloarfel1ing, at possible alternative forestry 
plans or address anything to do with the marketing oi the proposed 
hundreds of thousands of tonnes of chips. After the farce of the 
Ferguson Report and the Goverment's clear capitulation to the 
timber lobby's blinkered demands, major conservetion organisations 
have vowed to boycott tho EES process and fight by other means. 
Meanwhile the destruction of the East Glppsland National Estate 
continues. Lots of smoke in East Glppsland in autumn. 
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SERICESTHIS NIGROLINEATA HOISDUVAL (COLEOPTERA i 
SCARADAEIDAE ! MELOLONTHINAE) IMPALED ON A SPINE 

Inn Faithful!, 8') Easey St reet, Collingwood, Victorin, 30t>6 


A (lend specimen of Sorlce3tlii 3 nigrolIriontn Doisd. , n common 
chnfer, wns found imputed on tile terminal spine of n leaf of 
Cirsium vulKiire (Snvi) Ten., Spenr Thistle, nt Ynrrn Head Public 
Golf Course, Kew on 18 January 1987* 

The spine had pierced a mid coxal cavity to an estimated 
depth of 2 mm, nnd displaced the coxa towards the front logs. One 
elytron of the insect, on the opposite side to the spine, was 
raised and a wing extended, indicating that the beetle had struggled 
unsuccessfully to freo itself. 

This species eats Eucalyptus leaves and has a habit of dropping 
from foliage when disturbed. It seems conceivable that the insect 
fell from the River Red Gums overhead at just the right angle to 
be speared. But Sericesthis fly clumsily, somewhat 'belly-forward', 
and judging by the angle of entry of the spine, a lancing in flight 
seems more likely. Crowson (1081) states that beetles in flight 
hold their pterothorax "more or less obliquely to the line of 
flight, with its front end raised, while prothorax and abdomen are 
nearly horizontal; the legs are usually retracted". Ills illustration 
of an elaterid in horizontal flight shows the pterothorax at an 
angle of about 60 dog. above the plane of flight. In preparing to 
alight the pterothorax may be held at an oven larger angle to the 
horizontal, as shown in the accompanying illustration of Melolontha 
melolontha , a northern hemisphere species. 

Also a possibility, though more speculative, is that the 
beetle was impaled by a bird. Dutcher birds, for example, have the 
habit of hanging their victims on thorns. However the leaf of 
Cirsium would barely support a small bird liko a fairy wren and 
S. nigrolinoata usually flies at dusk, when most birds are finding 
tbeir roosts. 

I have located reoords of two similar occurrences of insects 
being impaled. Raymont (1993) noted that a Inge bee, Paracolletes 
crassipes Sm., sent to him among a very large collection of Apoidea 


Mel o lontha mololonthn prep¬ 
aring to land on leaves. A 
similar flight orientation 
with Sericesthis could exp¬ 
lain its lancing. 

(from the Encyclopedia of 
Insects and Ar a chnid s by 
Maurice and Robert burton, 
Evans, -1977) 
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from Western Australia by Alfred Snell, bad "a sharp and slender 
thorn that had penetrated up through the mosostornum and impaled 
the bee, which had either flown, or been blown by the wind, 
against some spiny plant, and was speared to death." This was the 
first bee he had seen killed in such a way. N.A. Wakefield, in an 
editorial comment on Payment's note, recorded an example of the 
"common blowfly ... found impaled through the thorax by the 

sharp end of a leaf of ... Xanthorrhea hast 11is . It had flown, 
evidently at high speed, against the hard point, shortly before 
it was observed there, for it was still alivo and buzzing but 
did not seem able to fly free." 

Acknowlodgemen t 

Thanks to Dr Tim New for helpful comments on my draft. 

Keferences 

Knyinent, Tarlton, 1955* Death by misadventure. Victorian Naturalist 
72(4)|64 (With editorial comment by N.A. Wakefield). 
Crowson, R.A.,1981. The Dlology of the Coleoptera . Academic Press 


A MIGRATION OF ZIZINA LABRADUS (GODART) 

Inn FaithXull, 83 Ensoy Street, Collingwood, Victoria, 3066 

The Common Grass Blue was observed in migration h km ESE of 
Ynnnkie, south Gippsland, Victoria on Hi February 1987- Nono woro 
seen thoro on 12 February and on the following day, with a strong 
east to north-east wind blowing, again none were seen. In the mid¬ 
morning of the 16 til many were soon travelling in an east to south¬ 
easterly direction low to the ground,and not stopping to feed at 
the yellow daisy ( llvnoclioerls ?) flowers as is usually the case at 
Yanakio. 

From 12.39 1° 12.'l9 pm a count was made of butterflies cross¬ 
ing a 12 m long line bounded by the observer and some bushes. Fif¬ 
teen Zizina crossed the line in 10 minutes. A light southerly cross 
wind was blowing. By 3 pin the movement seemed to have stopped. 

If maintained, their heading of 120 deg S (taken by compass) 
would have taken them over the southern end of Corner Inlet, the 
eastern side of Wilsons Promontory towards the northern tip of 
Flinders Island, Tasmania. 

This population movement preceded the passage of a cold front. 
The air temperature remained warm until 15 February. 5 am on the 
15 tli saw thunder, lightning and rain, leading to an ovorcast day. 

No Brass Blues were seen. The afternoon of 1 '1 February saw the sky 
gradually cloud over with many Spine-tailed Swifts in a highly 
turbulent, overcast sky by 6 or 7 pm. 

If the luxury of a projection can be tolerated, the single 
count translates into 7500 butterflies per hour on a kilometre 
long front. 

Smithors ^1985) summarised observations of the few known 
migratory movements of Z. labradus . 

Reference 

Sinithers, C.N., I 985 . Migration records in Australia i 5 

Lycaenidae and Nymphalinae (Lepidoptera ) . Aus t. en t. Mag; . 

11(6)i91-7 
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LEPIDOPTERA t VICTORIAN HOLIDAY OBSERVATIONS 


Jean Drown, h HcDonell Avenue, Cundletown, New South Wales, 2 A 3 O 

The list of species is recorded in taxonomic older with sex, 
dates and localities of observation* Moro precise identification 
of localities is then given, followed by notes on some of the 
occurrences. 

Ilesporlidae 


Signeta flnmmoata 

M 

16 

Mar 

1980 

Ferntree Gully 

N.P. 


F 


Mar 

1980 

Arthurs Seat 


Papilionidae 







Papilio anactus 

F 

22 

Mar 

1982 

Elsternwick 


P* negeus 

F 

22 

Mar 

1982 

Elsternwick 


Pieridae 







Anaphaeis java teutonla 


26 

Oct 

1981 

Alexandria 



M+F 

29 

Oct 

1981 

Elsternwick 



M+F 

22 

Mar 

1982 

Elsternwick 


Nymphalidae 







Danaus plexippus 


9 

Mar 

1982 

Euroa 



F 

20 

Mar 

1982 

Elsternwick 


D. chrysippus petilia 


20 

Mar 

1982 

Elsternwick 


Geitoneura acantha ocrea 

M + F 

16 

Mar 

1980 

Ferntree Gully 

N.P. 

G. klugil klugli 

M+F 

16 

Mar 

1980 

Ferntree Gully 

N.P. 

Hetoronyinpha merope merope 


26 

Oct 

1981 

Alexandra 



F 

30 

Mar 

1982 

Phillip Island 


II. mirifica 7 

F 

16 

Mar 

1980 

Ferntree Gully 

N.P. 

11 . ponolopo sterope 


16 

Mar 

1980 

Ferntree Gully 

N.P. 

H. banksii bank 3 ii 

M 


M.ar 

1980 

Arthurs Sent 



M 

1 

Apr 

1982 

Ferntree Gully 

N. P. 

Orioxenica lathoniella 

M 

16 

Mar 

1980 

Ferntree Gully 

N.P. 


F 

1 

Apr 

1982 

Ferntree Guliy 

N.P. 

0 . korshawl 

M 

16 

Mar 

1980 

Ferntree Gully 

N.P. 

Tlsiphono aboona albifascia 

M 

2 

Nov 

1 981 

Monzies Creek 


Vanessa kersliawl 


26 

Oc t 

1981 

Alexandra 


V. itoa 


22 

Mar 

1982 

Elsternwick 


Junonia villida calybe 


22 

Mar 

1982 

Elsternwick 


Lycaonidae 







Jalmenus evagoras evagoras 


6 

Nov 

108 1 

Noorlnboe North 

Theclinesthes serpentatn 

M+F 

19 

Mar 

1983 

Queenscliff 


Zizlna labradus 


20 

Mar 

1982 

Elsternwick 


Laslocainpidae 







Entometa apicalis 


22 

Jun 

1981 

Tynbb 


Agaristidae 







Plmlaenoides trlstiflca 


2 

Nov 

1981 

Motizies Creek 



Alexandra - oast of Alexandra on Goulburn Valley Hway. 

Arthurs Seat - reserve left of chairlift 

Ferntree Cully N.P. - grassland east of picnic area, just off 

Burwood Highway 
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Elsternwick 
Menzies Creek 
Noorinbeo North 

Queenscliff 


- gardon , Prahran Grove 

- Railway Museum, Menzies Creek Station 

- Archie May's property, Cann Valle)' Highway, 
near Cann River bridge 

- beside Train Museum 


The Papil io aegeus was on a lemon tree with P, anactus in 
the Elsternwick garden. In my diary I noted it with an exclamation 
mark as I was aware that it was a bit of a stranger in Melbourne. 

Anaphaeis .java teutonia was observed in migratory flight in 
October 1981 flying from Hawthorn Road to Orrong Road, that is, 
oast to west. 

Danaus plexlppus pupae were found on wild cotton on the 
road side at Enron. 

At Ferntreo Gully National Park, just off the Burwood High¬ 
way, there is a stretch of grassland to the right of the road 
going to Sassafras, near the picnic area of the Park. There is 
a little gully filled with bramble and undergrowth there and 
that is where I made the possible sighting of Hetoronympha 
mirifica . It was like the female, dark brown with just the white 
bar and splotch on the forewing.* 

I collected six pupae of flalmonus evagoras from Archie May's 
treo and on the trip homo they started to hatch out! I hadn't 
put them in a closed box and wo had butterflies flapping around 
in the carl 

Tiledlnestlie s sorpentata was seen at Quoenscliff on the sand 
flats flying around saltbush. 

A cocoon of Entometa nplcalls was found on a Eucalyptus tree 
at Tyabb. The female emerged, covered in eggs, 25 days later. 

*»*■»****»*#*»*«**** 


* Editor's No te 

The presence of the Wonder Brown at Forntree Gully National 
Park would represent a very large extension to its known range. 
No specimen was taken and no confirmation is available of its 
occurrence there. Details of the possible sighting are included 
to alert readers to the chance that it may in fact bo present. 


'PRELIMINARY DISTRIBUTION MAPS OF BUTTERFLIES IN VICTORIA' 
Published by the Entomological Society of Vic. 

Maps of the rocorded distributions of the 108 specios of butter¬ 
flies known from this state, plus associated information about 
the ENTREC Scheme. Cost 310.00 plus >2.00 postage and handling, 
from! David Crosby, 

ENTHECS Co-ordinator 
7-1 Gipps Stroot 
East Melbourne, 9002 

Tel. 'll? b'j'l5 _ 
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A PRELIMINARY SEARCH FOR 1'RAPEZITES SYMMOMUS HUBNER 


AT WATTLE PARK, WITH NOTES ON OTHER SPECIES 

Michael F. Braby, 21 Cromwell Street, Eltham, Victoria, 3095. 
Gordon N. Berg, 6 Venice Street, Box Hill South, Victoria, 3128. 


During the early 1960's GNB collected several adults of a 
large skipper, T rapezites symmomus soma Waterhouse, from Wattle 
Park, Burwood, approximately 12 km. ESE of Melbourne, Victoria, 
but had not observed the species in that area since that time. 

This year we decided to make a preliminary investigation to 
establish whether the butterfly population(s) still existed. 

Several brief visits were made, primarily in search of 
adults, during February and March. Our first visit was on 26 
February 1987 on a fine, sunny afternoon (maximum temperature 
for Melbourne was 24°C). At the western end, a concentrated search 
for the larval food plant, Lomandra longifolia (spiny-headed mat- 
rush) , was initiated along the creek system (Hercules Creek) 
where adults were previously collected. Our first reaction was one 
of disappointment. The creek was invaded with weeds and introduced 
plants, the water was badly polluted and there was little 
indigenous vegetation, only a few remnant specimens of Eucalyptus 
melliodora (yellow box), E_. ovata (swamp gum), Acacia melanoxylon 
(blackwood), A. implexa (lightwood), Bursaria spinosa (sweet 
bursaria) and single plants of A. mearnsii (black wattle) and 
Pomaderris aspera (hazel pomaderris). After fifteen minutes of 
intensive searching, when there seemed little hope of finding the 
skipper for it appeared that the food plant had been eliminated, 
several L. longifolia tussocks were found on the western slope 
under dense vegetation and some distance from the creek itself. 
Here, to our excitement, more plants were discovered and within 
several minutes two very fresh symmomus skippers were observed and 
netted. As further searching continued more food plants and 
butterflies were found and it appeared that a local, but relatively 
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small population (at least ten individuals were seen) still 
persisted. Although time did not permit a search for the early 
stages we assume the presence of adults near the food plants 
indicates a breeding colony. 

The food plants were reasonably common, extending into the 
adjacent golf course, and confined to a few discrete areas on the 
western slope of the creek. The soil on which they grew was sandy 
and most plants were situated under or near shrubs and trees, which 
no doubt afforded some protection from various activities such as 
lawn mowing. The butterflies tended to associate closely with the 
food plants, and some were observed feeding with swarms of the 
pretty little lycaenid Nacaduba biocellata biocellata (C. and R. 
Felder) on the attractive flowers of several large bursarias. 

Our second visit, on 4 March 1987, was also on a fine and 
sunny afternoon (maximum temperature for Melbourne was 24°C). On 
this occasion a search for larval host plants and butterflies was 
made along the creek system at the eastern end of the park. It was 
pleasing to see that the vegetation here was considerably more 
diverse, with a greater variety of indigenous plants compared to 
Hercules creek. The food plant, however, was not as common and 

t 

considerably more patchy with tussocks scattered along the creek. 
Only a single symmomus skipper was observed and netted (and 
released) and thus we are not certain if this creek supports a 
breeding colony. 

A number of other butterflies were also recorded i/i the 
park during these two visits. On the trunk of a large eucalypt many 
Heteronympha merope merope (F.) and several worn Vanessa itea (F.) 
were observed where they appeared to be attracted to a sap flow. On 
the same trunk a fresh Ogyris abrota Westwood, a splendid male, was 
captured. This species was relatively abundant, particularly at the 
eastern end where males flew with considerable speed high over 
tree-tops; while females tended to passively associate closely with 
the food plant, Muellerina eucalyptoides (creeping mistletoe) 
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parasitising Eucalyptus radiata (narrow-leaved peppermint). There 
was some indication that 0. abrota males were establishing or 
defending territories around the tops of particular trees as, 
generally, only one male would patrol a tree-top and where two 
males were present, one (presumably the intruder) was quickly 
"chased off". N.b. biocellata was exceedingly common around 
Albiz i^i lophantha (cape wattle) and flowering bursaria. During the 
second visit a pair were observed mating on bursaria at approximately 
2.00 p.m.; when disturbed, the male was noted to be the active 
(carrying) partner during flight. Other species, which were 
reasonably common, noted were Ocybadistes walkeri sothis Waterhouse, 
D ispar compacta (Butler), Pieris rapae rapae (L.) and Zizina 
labradus labradus * (Godart); while a few specimens of Papilio 
anactus W.S. Macleay, Geitoneura klugii klugii (Guerin-Meneville), 
Junonia villida calybe (Godart) and Lampides boeticus (L.) were in 
evidence. In total, fourteen species were recorded during two IS 
hour visits. In addition, D.F. Crosby (pers. comm, c.1981) has 
recorded the spectacular Ilypochrysops delicia delos (Waterhouse and 
Lyell) breeding in the park. 

From our brief observations it would appear that only the 
western creek supports a colony of T.s^. soma ■ As the land 
surrounding Wattle Park is extensively developed with housing this 
colony is presumably very isolated, and although not an uncommon 
species, its close proximity to Melbourne may warrant protection 
to ensure its long-term survival. Provided that collecting is 
voluntarily restricted and the food plants are not depleted the 
colony may persist indefinitely. Park management should aim to 
conserve the current butterfly population by ensuring that existing 
food plants are not eliminated and perhaps by encouraging 
establishment of further plants. 
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ON THE GRAPEVINE 


Nappy birthday to Mr Joo Mnnski of Maryborough, Qld. Joe celebrated 
his 90th birthday on 27 February with Ray and Noln Manslcie . Nola 
painted him a butterfly birthday card. The oldest amateur entomol¬ 
ogist in Australia? 

Keith Carnaby has invited questions on his newly published book 
on the jewel beetles of Western Australia. He would be pleased to 
help in any way that he can. The printer who did the book wants 
him to do one on the butterflies of Western Australia. Keith and 
Edith aro welcomed as new members of the ESV. 

We record with regret the recent passing of a long-time member of 
the Society, Fred llallgarten . Fred was partly responsible for the 
revival of tho ESV in 19 b' and was a former member of the Committee 
Ills son John was Hon. Secretary of the Society. Fred's collection, 
housed in about 50 store boxes and containing some paratypes, has 
been donated to the Museum of Victoria. 

Peter Carwardlne has reported an unconfirmed sighting of Pan111o 
aegeus at Malvern on 10 May. Tim New has seen the species at Lake 
Reserve, Coburg. 

Celebrated for his East Gippsland hospitality, Archie May of Noor-- 
inbee North had planned to sell his property and settle in Rock¬ 
hampton due to his ill health. We are pleased to announce that 
ho is now much better and will not be going to Queensland. Archie 
was a beekeeper and has amassed a large collection of insects, 
particularly Lepidoptera. He has always said that lie remembers 
what he does, so his specimens are not labelled. Visitors to 
Archie's house such as Mark Hunting, Andrew Atkins, the Le SoulSfs 
and innumerable field naturalists will have fond memories. 

I recall from my own 1982 visit a large bed of Duddleia at the 
back, a low veranda with scores of active paper wasp nests, a 
glasshouse with resident water dragons, and a stunning collection 
of pinned insects. Although not so tidy, his house was very int¬ 
eresting. Archie is woll known in the district: Archie Hill, 
near Mt. Kaye is named after him. 

Gordon Borg of the Plant Research Institute, Burnley and C.E. 
Chadwick of Sydney aro welcomed as new members of the ESV. 

David Crosby is still extremely busy on the Eltham Copper and 
a full report of his activities is anticipated for the next issue. 
David named the subspecies in 195' and his rapidly prepared, 
confidential, but widely leaked, report to the Minister for 
Conservation, Forests and Lands on the Eltham colonies marks 
a milestone In insect conservation in Australia. Audiences with 
the Minister have not boen restricted to David. Michael Drnb y, 

tho discoverer of the two largo colonies at the centre of the 

controversy, has also had this priviledgo. Understandably his 
time has also been at a premium. However field work(or pleasure) 

has a strong pull and I was fortunate to spend a few days on 

the Goolongook River, oast Gippsland, with Michael in April, 
with the Mammal Survey Group of the FNCV. Mammals came second to 
insects of course. My prize was a Th yrogis (Scarnbaeidae). More 
on tlie Goolongook in a future issue. 
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS OF INTEREST 


Andrew Atkins, The life history of Trapezltes laccholdes Waterhouse 
and Trapozit es phlgal o ldes Waterhouse (LepidopteraiHesperiidaei 
TrapezltlnneyT Aus t. Ent .Mag. 1 3( 5» 11 ) » 53~8, Feb. 1987- Descriptions 
of early stages,biology and excellent 1llustratlons. 

G.A. Wood, The life history of Applas ada carla Waterhouse and Lyell 
(Lepidop t. : Pier Ida e : Pierinae) . Aus t. en t. Mag. 13(5,6): 66-7, Feb. 1 987 • 
The Rare Albatross, larva and pupa pictured. 

I.D. Neumann & J.C. Cnrdale, Notes on the behaviour and nests of an 
Australian masarld wasp Paragla ( Paragla) declplens decipiens Shucks 
ard (Hymenoptora:VespoideaiMasarldao ). Aus t.en t.Mag. 13(5»6))59"63. 
Feb.1987. Building and provisioning of nest tunnels In western NSW. 

P.G. Allsopp & R.J. Lloyd, New records of Scarabaeidae (Coleoptera) 
from central Australia. Aust.ent.Mag. 13(5»6)i71~6,Feb.>987- 65 spp* 
mentioned including Geotruplnae and several rare and new spp. 

Keith Carnaby, Jewel Beetles of Western Australia . Published by the 
author, K. Carnaby, Wilga, W.A., 6263 . 09 pp. with 658 photos of 
over 200 spp. $25 + $6 post and handling. 

European butterfly farms In prospect. New Scientist 25 Doc.1986-1 
Jan. 1987, p. 5. Dutch Euro HP, Ileinmo Munting has won the backing of 
the European Parliament, for his plan to conserve and breed Europe's 
rarest butterflies. Part of a £600,000 fund would finance studies of 
endangered species. 

Exploding the myth of the melanic moth. New Scientist 25 Doc.1986-1 
Jan. 1987 ,p. 25 . The Peppered Moth. Blston betulnrla (Geometrldoe),is 
famous for Its industrial melanlsm-a white form well camouflaged on 
lichen covered trunks and a dark form adapted for sooty city condit¬ 
ions. Predators pick off the lighter form in cities so providing 
the selective pressure. But computer models and new field results 
require reinterpretation of the accepted story. The moths prefer to 
rest beneath larger branches, not on the trunk itself) they actively 
seek out resting sites matching their own colour) the wings of the 
light form are partially transparent so given a plain choice the 
light moths ought to choose to rest on black) etc. Dark motlis seem 
to bo better adapted to polluted conditions than previously thought 
and are not at soin much of a disadvantage in clean areas. 

Femalo crickets have the Inst word on sex. New Scientist 8 Jnn. 1987 , 
p. 35 . Larger male crickets Grvllus bimaculatus win better calling 
sites than small, but the female can remove the spennatophore trans¬ 
ferred from the male in mating at any time. Sperm packages from 
small males are usually discarded quickly but the longer the pair 
stay together the loss likely it is to be discarded. 

K.J. Lambkin, A Revision of the Australian Mantispidoe (insects: 
Neuroptera) with a Contribution to Classification of the Family. 

I. General and Drepanlclnao . Aust.J.Zool.Suppi.Ser. 116,Jul. 1986 , 

1 6 2 pp. New subfam. strueture proposodj key to genera of family 
and 25 spp. of Ilrepanicinae. II. Calomantispinae and Mantlsplnno 
Aust. J. Zool . Suppi.Sr. 1 17 , Aug. 1986,11 3pp. Keys for 3 spp. Caloinant. 
and 17 spp. Mantlsplnno and distrib. maps. New genera and spp. 

J . A. Davis, Revision of the Australian Psophanidae (Coleoptera)) 
Systematics, Phylogony and Historical Biogeography. Aust.J.Zool. 
Suppi.Sr. 119, Aug. 1986,97pp. 5 new spp. 
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A.A. Calder, Classification, relationships and distribution of the 
Crepidomeninae (Coleoptera:Klateridne). Aust.J.Zool.Suppl.Ser. 122, 
Dec. 1986, 220pp. Worldwide revision of the subfamily excluding ! l 
genera,adding 2 new gen. All 8 (> spp. described. 

Murdoch de Bear and Michael Hockey, Mangrove Insects. Wildlife Aust ¬ 
ralia Autumn 1987 1 pp18-21. 

Peter Samson, The blue connectioni butterflies, ants and mangroves. 
Australian Natural History 22( H ) 1 1979-81, Autumn 1987- Moreton Bay, 
Qld. Theclines tiles sulpitus , llypochrysops applies , H. epicuris , 
Acrodipsas lllldgel (photos of ants and larv. 10 ), Llphyra brassolis , 
C roma togas ter , Irldomynnex ; Ogyris genoveva & Camponotus conslbrlnus i 
Nacaduba kurava . 

Roger A. Farrow A Joanne G. Daly, Long range movements as an adaptive 
strategy in the genus Hellothl s (Lep. 1 Noctuidae)i a review of its 
occurrence and detection in four pest species. Aust.J.Zool .35(1 )'■1987 

The army-worms strike out on long march. Weekly Times 28 Jan.1987,P- 1 0 
Unseasonal outbreak on noctuid larval pest in central highlands in 
January. 

G.G. White, Effects of temp, and humidity on the rust-red flour 
beetle, Tribolium castanoum (Herbst)(Col.iTenebrionidae), in wheat 
grain. Aust. J. Zool .35(0. '987 

J.M. Pasteels (ed.). From Individual to Collective Behaviour in 
Social Insects . Blrkhauser Vorlag, 1987, 250 pp. Hardcover 
A•»(,<). 50 approx. 

A.K. Minks & P. llarrewijn (Eds.), AphidsiThelr Biology, Natural 
Enemies and Control. Vol. A. 1987, '*7 2 pp. , Aj2l|8.75 approx. 

Review of all aspects of aphid biology. This first of 3 vols. 
covers physiology, biology, genetics, taxonomy, evolution, etc. 

Work starts on fighting aphid. The Age, 23 May 1987,p.20. The 
Wheat Research Council has decided to fund the CSIRO to begin 
preliminary work on countering the Russian Wheat Aphid whose 
arrival in Australia is said to be inevitable. It has caused up 
to 80',4 crop losses in parts of the USA and South Africa. 

Bernd Heinrich, Thermoregulation in winter moths. Scientific Amer - 
ican, 250 ( 3 ) 182 - 9 , March 1987 . Certain Cuculiinae (Noctuidao) can 
fly, food and mate at near-freezing temperatures that kill related 
mothsi their biology and physiology. 

Wantediwoevils. Weekly Times , 1 April 1987, P-33- Paul Horne of 
the Plant Research Institute, Burnley, wants live specimens of 
garden weevils for experiments on alternative controls to DDT 
which is being phased out. 

David Palmer, Pea weevil control vital. Weekly Times 1 April 1987, 
p. 8 . Bruclius pisorum (Bruchidae) is becoming a big problem in 
Victorian crops. 

Marleno Elson-Ilarris, Immature Diptera - a comparative study of 
three Australian families. Knt. Soc.tUd. Nows Bulletin I 5(1)* 5-’3 > 
March 1987. Culicidae, Ceratopogonidae and Tepliritidae. 
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NOTICES 


Members in need of literature, equipment, information, etc. are 
encouraged to submit notices for inclusion in the Victorian Ent ¬ 
omologist • These are published free of charge. Notices concerning 
sale of specimens will not be printed. The charge for advertising 
is 35-00 per half page. 


Wanted! Butterfly Slides 

The Bird Observers Club i3 seeking donations of 35 mm slides 
of butterflies for a new program to be added to its audio¬ 
visual library. Programs are borrowed by Club members through¬ 
out Australia and are often shown to groups, sometimes to 
school children, or at an evening meeting. Donations will be 
gratefully received, but they will copy slides if you prefer 
it and return the originals. Please include your name and 
address as the photographer and other relevant details. 

Bird Observers Club 
183 Sprlngvale Road 

nunawading vic 313 ' 

or P0 Box 185 

NUNAWADING VIC 313' 


JUST PUBLISHED 

Zoological Catalogue of Australia Volume U 

Coleoptora ! Arclipstematn, Hyxophaga and Adephaga (Part l) 

by J.F. Lawrence, B.P Moore, J.E. Pyke and T.A. Weir 

Lists the available generic and specific group names, location 
and status of type material and information on type localities. 
Includes Cupedidao, Ommadidae,Carabidae, Dytiscidae etc. 

Price $3't.95 includes surface mall. Available from Australian 
Government Publishing Service Mail Order Sales, GPO Box 8'l, 
Canberra, ACT, 2601. 


Wanted . Contributions to this News Bulletin. Articles, illust¬ 
rations, notes, thoughts, criticisms, feedback, suggestions, 
queries; 3cietific, technical, historical, anecdotal, whatever. 
If you can't quite get it together help is available. Publish 
before the knowledge perishes. 


The Victorian Ent om ologist is produced at the Standards Assoc¬ 
iation of Australia printery, Clunies P.oss House, Parkville. 
Thankyou to the staff of the printery. 
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THE ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 


Membership Y 

Any person with an interest in entomology shall bo eligible 
for Ordinary Membership. Members of the Society include profess¬ 
ional, amateur and student entomologists, all of whom receive 
the Society's News Bulletin, the Victorian Entomologist. 

Objectives 

The aims of the Society are I 

(a) to stimulate the scientific study and discussion of all 
aspects of entomology, 

(b) to gather, disseminate and record knowledge of all identif¬ 
iable Australian insect 3pecios, 

(c) to compile a comprehensive list of all Victorian insect 
species and 

(d) to bring together in a congenial but scientific atmosphere 
Es 1 persons interested in entomology. 

Meetings 

The Society's meetings are held at Clunios Ross House, 
National Science Centre, 191 Royal Parade, Parkville, Victoria, 
at 8 pm on the third Friday of oven months, with the possible 
exception of the December meeting which may be held earlier. 
Lectures by guest speakers or members are a feature of many 
meetings at which there is ample opportunity for informal dis¬ 
cussion between members with similar interests. Forums are also 
conducted by members on their own particular interest so that 
others may participate in discussions. 

Annual Subscriptions 


Ordinary Member.. $10.00 

Country Member . $ 8.00 (lOO km + from GPO) 

Student Member ............. $ 5*00 

Associate Member... 3 2.00 (no magazine) 


No additional fee is payable for overseas posting by surface mail 
of the Nows Bulletin. Associate Members, resident at the same 
address as, and being immediate relatives of an Ordinary Member, 
do not automatically receive a copy of the Society's publications 
but in all other respects rank as Ordinary Members. 


Contributions to the Victorian Entomologist 

The Society welcomes contributions of articles, papers or 
notes pertaining to any aspect of entomology for publication in 
the News Bulletin. Contributions are not restricted to members 
but are invited from all who have an interest. Matorial submitted 
should bo responsible and original. Statements and opinions ex¬ 
pressed are the responsibility of the respective authors and do 
not necessarily reflect the policies of the Society. 

When contributions are typed it would bd of great assistance 
if they are typed on A*! (international Quarto) papsr, ono and a 
half spaced with triple spacing between paragraphs and a margin 
of 3 cm. 

Advertising 

The charge for advertising is 35»°0 per half page. 


Cover illustration by W.N.B. Quick. 

Cyrla Imporlalia (Fabrlclus), Banksia Jewel Beetle (Buprostidae) 








MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, 19 JUNE 1987 


The.President, Mrs J. liurns, opened the meeting at 8.05 pm, and 
welcomed especially, Mrs Jean Brown to the meeting. 


Apologies! A. Yen 

Presenti M. Braby, J. Brown, G. Burns, P. Carwardine, 

K. Clark, D. Crosby, I. Faithfull, It. & J. Field, 
D. & J. Holmes, M. Hunting, P. Kelly, M. Le 
Souof, F. & It. Mathews, T. Now, D. &. N. Stewart, 
R. Vargi, B. Vnrdy, K. Walker. 

P. Kelly spoke briefly about the recent passing of a long-time 
member of the Society, Fred Hallgarten. A minutes silence was 
observed in his memory. 


Minutesi 


Minutes of the 1986 General Meeting ( yic. Ent . 
16|I|0-I|2) were passed (Walker/Kelly). 


Correspondence: 


Detailed and received (Crosby/Burns) . 


Treasurer's Reportt G. Burns reported credit balanoos of $2l|Il9.65 

(general account) and $1811l.Mt (Memorial Fund). 
There are at present 56 financial members. 
Received (Kelly/Faithfull). 


Editor's Report 1 I. Faithfull requested items for inclusion in 

future News Bulletins, especially for'On the 
Grapevine'. A motion of congratulations and 
thanks to Ian for his work as editor (Crosby/ 
Le Souof) was passed with acclamation. 


Joy Burns thanked the Council and members of the Society for the 
support she hod received as President, and gave a summary of Society 
activities for the past year. On relinquishing the Chair, a vote of 
thanks was proposed by K. Walker. 


Elections for Office-Bearers were then held, witli the following 
results« 


Presidentt 

K. 

Walker 

Vice-Presidents 1 

R. 

Field, M. Hunting 

Secretary 1 

T. 

Newj Assistant! P.Kelly 

Treasurer 1 

G. 

Burns 

Edltort 

I. 

Faithfull 

Excursions Secretary! 

P. 

Carwardine 

Councillors! 

M. 

Braby, D. Crosby, 


J. 

Field, P. Kelly 


K. Walker then invited Joy Burns to deliver her Presidential 
Address on "Duprestidae". After a wide-ranging talk on Australian 
jewel beetles, in which she was ably assisted by Gordon, a vote of 
thanks was proposed by D. Crosby, who paid tribute to the high 
quality of photographs shown and enthusiasm communicated. 

General Businessi i) Eltharn Copper. The Secretary gave details of 

a forthcoming pi-omotional display at the 
Groensborough Shopping Centre, in which the 
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Society has been invited to participate. 

A booklet on Butterfly Conservation is being 
prepared for sale for the 'Eltham Copper 
Appeal', and it was agreed that this could 
bo published by the Society. 

ii) Ihree of the Society's exhibition cases - 
of insect orders, butterflies and Jewel 
beetles - were on display. 

^-■*-0 K* Clark - a case of Queensland butterflies. 

He commented on aspects of the lifo history 
of the Cairns Dirdwlng butterfly. 

iv) I. Faithfull - a) A case moth larva fooding 
on a shed snake skin; b) a mantid exuvia 
from a colony in a suburban garden; c) a 
series of colour prints of animals and forest 
scenes in East Gippsland; d) a copy of the 
recently published 'Coleoptera' volume of the 
Zoological Catalogue of Australia. 

v) D. Crosby - a) a copy of the magazine 'Butter¬ 
fly News'; b) a leaflet recently produced by 
the Bird Observers Club, on how to nttract 
butterflies to the garden. 

vi) M. Brnby - a living larva of Hypochrysops 
delicia delos collected on black wattle at 
La Trobe University, and a series of adults 
captured hilltopping during the last season. 

vli) D. Holmes - suggested resumption of the use 
of name togs at meetings. 

viii) D. Crosby - informed members of the recent 
publication of a monograph on Hypochrysops 
by D.P.A. Sands. 

ix) J. Brown - expressed appreciation of being 
able to attend a Society meeting and of 
meeting most of our members for the first 
time. 

The meeting closed at 9*35 pm. 


T. New, 

Hon. Secretary 


MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING, 17 JULY 1987 


The President, K. Walker, opened the meeting at 8.05 pm. 


Apologies 1 
Present 1 

Minutes 1 


M. Braby, D. Crosby. 

J. & G. Burns, P. Carwardine, I. Faithfull, 

J. & H. Field, P. Kelly, T. New. 

Minutes of the May Council Meeting ( Vic. Ent . 
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1 - 7 , 37 - 38 ) were accepted (J. Field/J. Burns). 

Correspondence 1 Tabled and received (J. Field/P. Kelly). 

Treasurer's ReportiG. Burns reported credit balances of $ 2369.89 
(General Account) and $1814.44 (Le Souef 
Memorial Fund). There are at present 66 
financial members. An anonymous donation of 
$100 is to be used for oncouragement of young 
entomologists. Received (Faithfull/R. Field). 

Editor's Report 1 I. Faithfull detailed the material available 

for future issues of the Victorian Entomologist . 
Discussion ensued over some aspects of editorial 
correspondence. 

General Business: i) Programme. A speaker is still needed for 
for the October mooting. 

ii) Groensborough Centre Eltham Copper Prom¬ 
otion. Considerable discussion occurred over 
the Society's participation, and the logistic 
difficulties noted. It was resolved to try 

to attend for the whole period of the display 
(July 28 - August l), to exhibit the Society's 
display cases, some exotic insects from the 
Museum, probably the recently-produced video 
of the European Wasp, and to promote the 
Butterfly Conservation Booklet produced for 
sale for the Appeal. 

iii) It was decided to offer the Butterfly 
Conservation booklet for sale for $4/copy. 

lv) Council noted, with sympathy, Mary Lo 
Souef's recent mishap 1 flowers and best 
wishes to be sent. 

The mooting closed at 9-30 pm. 


T. New, 

lion. Secretary. 


CONSERVATION NEWS 

The Department of Conservation, Forest and Lands has released 
the Alnlno Area Planning Proposals A Basis for Management (Juno 
1987 ) for public comment. Public submissions are required by 
31 August. 

Land Conservation Council Final Recommendations for Molbourno 
Area District '1 wore released in Juno. Amongst other things they 
recommend the resumption of a largo part of Alcoa's Anglosoa 
coal lease including the unusual hoathlands of Bald llills, addlt 
ions to Brisbane Ranges National Park and Lorderdorg Stato Park 
plus four now flora reserves. 
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ON THE GRAPEVINE 


For the first time In four visits to Townsville Ken Clarke tins 
seen the Cnirns Birdwing ( Ornithoptera prinmus edphorion ) there. 
During May he saw a back yard that was a mass of Arlstolochin 
(the food plant of the Birdwing), the owner of which had bred 
nearly 60 this year, lie brings the larvae inside when they are 
mature, for outside they are attacked by assassin bugs, etc. 

Two new species of 0gyrls 7 Andrew Atkins is taking the opport¬ 
unity provided by the Australian Entomological Society Annual 
General Meeting in Perth this August to investigate. 

Another visitor to Perth will be Tim New . He has recently ret¬ 
urned from Adelaide where he spent a few days in the South Aust¬ 
ralian Museum, gave a seminar at the Waite Institute and caught 
up with friends in the University. With characteristic energy Tim 
has speedily put together a new 50 page book Butterfly Conservation 
recently published by the Society. Proceeds from its sale will go 
to the Eltlinin Copper Appoal. 

Mary Le Souef has been holed up in Prince Henrys Hospital for a 
few weeks with broken bones resulting from a fall. Fellow patients 
have experienced a succession of entomological visitors with all 
their strange talk. The Melbourne Zoo sent a large bouquet of 
flowers. Mary, we wisli you a speedy recovery 1 

David Crosby has gone to England for 10 weeks. He has recently 
donated his enormous collection to a major Australian institution. 
More on this in future issues. 

Davi d and Joyce Holmes are travelling around Australia in their 
new car - a trip they have long promised themselves. 

The Ago of 29 July featured a largo photograph on page 3 of 
Michael Braby with a specimen of Paralucla pyrodlscus luclda , 
the Eltham Copper. It was not very flattering (trick camera work?) 
but good publicity for the cause. He has prepared a detailed 
article on the insect for a forthcoming i^sue of the Aust. Ent. 

Soc. News Bulletin. Keep up the good work. Those interested in a 
first hand account should attend our next general meeting. 

The Society's stand at the Greensborough Shopping Centre was one 
of the more impressive and created much interest. The Minister 
for Conservation, Forests and Lands, Mrs. Joan Kirner formally 
opened the Eltham Copper fund raising campaign on the Tuesday 
and Society members Ross Field , Ken and Elva Clarke , Ken Walker , 

Joy and Gordon Burns, Peter Kolly and Tim New managed the display 
right through until Saturday afternoon. 16 August sees more than 
100 paintings go on sale at an art auction which should contribute 
significantly to the appeal target of Si million. 

I had hoped the winter would see the tins of insects in the freezer 
gradually disappear as they slowly found their way onto tho setting 
boards. Not this year. Soon the sweet smell of Plttosporum will 
waft through Melbourne's suburbs - the return of spring. 
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DIAMOND JUBILEE OF THE ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 
Mary Le Souef, PO Box 2, Blairgowrie, Victoria, 39^2 


1987 is the 60th anniversary of the foundation of the Entom¬ 
ological Society of Victoria. This event has prompted me to rem¬ 
inisce about my A6 years of involvement with entomology. 

Although the Society was fromed in 1927 ft wasn't until 19^1 
that Zoo and I joined as members. Some members at that time that 
I remember were Bob Blackwood, Crosbie Morrison, Alex Burns, Richard 
Pescott, Ras Wilson, Ken Clark, Alec Brown and Janet Raff. Meetings 
were held monthly at Forresters Hall in the city but owing to 
war enlistments and other committments attendances at meetings 
rapidly declined. It was soon decided to meet at the homes of 
members. This arrangement continued until 195» when as only 
three or four were turning up to meetings the Society went into 
recess. 

In the early liOs a bunch of enthusiastic "youngsters" app¬ 
eared on the horizon. They were David Crosby, Nigel Quick, Charles 
McCubbln, John Landy and Rod Jackson. 1 

In 19^41 we had really got the collecting bug - so much so 
that Ras, Zoo and I went bush every Sunday. Soon Bill Mules and 
Norman Tindale joined the party, Bill until he joined the Army 
Malaria Unit with Francis Ratcllffo and Tinnle until he moved 
on with the RAAF. Other occasional companions wore Nigel Quick, 

Colin Wyatt and Barry Salkeld. During this period a lot of life 
history information was collected, especially on skippers. The 
areas visited were restricted to those reached by train, mainly 
Frankston, Eltham and Belgrave. 

Collecting in those days was very different to the present 
day. Several of those trips were memorable. On one occasion Ras, 

Zoo and I went to Mt Donna Buang for the weekend, taking a train 
to Wnrburton and then walking up the mountain. When we reached 
the summit it was freezing cold and pouring with rain. Luckily 
some walking club members invited us to camp with them in their 
waterproof hut. It was the one and only time I ever spent the 
night with 25 members of the opposite sox' Next afternoon wo set 
•off to walk back to Warburton. As time was running out we had to 
run the last 2 miles. We fell Into the train wet, dirty and ex¬ 
hausted, much to the concern of the fellow passengers, who all 
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hastily retreated to the next carriage. X think we were taken for 
the original hippies! 

Another day Melton was the collecting target. Zoo has acquired 
a very second-hand T-model Ford, so off we set in century heat 
with Has, Nigel and baby Nick. I don't remember much about the 
collecting as we had two punctures, ran out of petrol and did a 
big end. What a day. 

A more profitable day was spentjat Kallista. Bill, Zoo, baby 
Nick and I walked in from Belgrave - I pushed the prom for miles 
in those days. Bill and Zoo with the nets set off for Bagleys 
Bridge where Hypochrysops byzos hecallus had been taken years 
earlier. I stayed at the Kallista picnic ground. When they ret¬ 
urned downcast and empty handed I produced ten specimens of byzos 
I had caught by hand on blackberries. Before we left that after¬ 
noon we had turned up eggs, larvae and pupae on Pomadorrls aspera . 

When the war and petrol rationing ended a few cars appeared, 
so collecting was possible further afield. By this time we had 
moved to Kynbram so the Grampians and Little Desert looked very 
appealing. Many trips were made to these areas where Keith Hnteley 
was of great help with his knowledge of local "spots". Some of 
those who appeared at different times were Ras, Bill, David Crosby, 
Tinnle, Bob Fisher and Bruce Given from New Zealand. Bruce was 
stationed at Hamilton, Victoria, where ho was collecting ichneumon 
wasps for release in Now Zealand to control "take all" beetle 
larvae on the Canterbury Plains. 

On one trip to Mt William in the Grampians - we had to walk 
up the mountain since there wasn't a road then - Zoo was fortun¬ 
ate to turn up a different skipper larvn on Gahnla mlcrostachya 
which was later described ns Hesperllla crypsargyra losouefi 
Tindale, 1953- Talking of the mountains in the Grampians I vividly 
remember walking up Mt Rosea a few months before Nick was born. 
PseudalmonU 3 chlorlnda was at the top. Tlnnie named it subspecies 
fisherl in 1953. The closer areas of Rushworth and Whroo were well 
"done over" with Ras and David Crosby. 

1953 saw us settled in Blairgowrie where it wasn't long 
before we met up with David Holmes. Zoo and David concentrated 
on moths for the next few years. Running a store didn't leave 
much time for day collecting. Ras, Bill and many of the budding 
bug hunters continued their weekend trips. 

In 1959 entomologists wero greatly saddened by the sudden 

Vic. Ent. 17(^) August 1987 


61 
















death of lias Wilson. 

On 5 March 1961 Fred Hallgarten and Harry Borch visited 
Zoo with the suggestion that the Victorian Entomological Society 
be reformed. Zoo agreed to help by sending out preliminary 
notices and called a survey meeting for 14 April at the Herbarium 
in South Yarra. There was a good enthusiastic attendance. Those 
who turned up were Alec and Emily Brown, David Crosby, Bill and 
Val Mules, A. Evans, David and Joyce Holmes, Dan Mclnnes, 

R. Parnell, R. Freeman, Artur3 Neboiss, J. Hill, Fred Hallgarten, 
Ray Bell, Alan Smith, Ray Manskie, Graeme Rushworth, Harry Borch, 
Zoo, J/ick and myself. It was unanimously decided that the Society 
be reformed as the Entomological Society of Victoria and that 
the previous constitution be readoptod. Zoo was elected President 
and David Crosby Vico President. Meetings were held monthly with 
guest speakers and much general discussion. Excursions were arran¬ 
ged during the collecting months. The interests of members wore 
becoming more diversified thus getting away from the inevitable 
butterflies. 

In February 19^5 Jack Barnes and Jack Strong undertook the 
task of initiating a newsletter with the result in August of 
that your as Volume 1, Number 1 of Wings and Stings , consisting 
of articles from members. In 1968 Dill Mules died and with his 
passing the Society lost a very knowledgeable member. Jack Barnes 
resigned as Editor in 1970. It was decided that the Society should 
produce a more formal Journal. After a lot of work the first issue 
of the Victorian Entomologist was published in October 1971. Ray 
Besserdin took on the Job of Editor. Thankfully this publication 
has appeared bimonthly from that date to the present. Very much 
valuable scientific information and many observations have gone 
into articles written over all these years. 

As it was felt in 1973 that we had outgrown the National 
Museum Theatrette where meetings had boen hold since 1 97 1 a move 
was made to Clunios Ross House, which has proved to be a very 
satisfactory venue. Probably the highlight of the 70s was the 
celebration of theSoclety's 50th anniversary at a dinner held at 
Clunies Ross House in April I 977 . Guest of the night was Dr 
Elizabeth*Marks and throe surviving foundation members, namely 
Sir Robert Blackwood, Clarrle Borch and Tom Greaves, were also 
present. It was a very happy night with many members present and 
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it was boaut to see not often seen faces including Keith Ilateley. 
Later that year some members joined with members of the Australian 
Entomological Society who were in Melbourne for the Annual General 
Meeting at a barbecue lunch at Fernshaw. 

An important meeting was hold on 29 May 1980. Ian Common was 
in Melbourne and generously assented to address a special mooting, 
lie chose as his theme "The Survival Mechanisms of Australian 
Lopidoptera" i a fascinating talk illustrated by magnificent slides 
depicting many insects' abilities to deter predators. An added 
bonus that night was the presence of Norman Tlndale who was on a 
short visit form the USA. He gave a short run down of his life 
work with anthropology and entomology. 

The Society should be grateful to all those members who 
have given so much time towards its success, none more so than 
past President and current Secretary Tim New. If any one wants 
any information the answer is always "ask Tim". Before closing 
I want to express Nick's and my very sincere thanks to the Society 
for establishing a Memorial Award to Zoo's memory, an expression 
we will always treasure. 

During this 46 years I have known many famous and Interesting 
entomologists. Perhaps the most notable were J.A. Kershaw, Dr G.A.. 
Waterhouse, George Lyell, Frank Parsons and twins Sid and Frank 
Angel. How lucky I have been. To all the sincere friends I have 
made, good luck, keep upjyour interests and good collecting. To 
the Society many happy returns. 

■****»***■»*##*** 


EXCERPTS FROM THE RECORD BOOK OF GEORGE LYELL 


The material reproduced in the following throe pages has 
kindly been made available through the courtesy of Dr Arturs 
Nobolss of the Museum of Victoria. It consists of pages from 
Lyell's journal in which ho recorded the names, addresses and 
items of biographical information of collectors who sent him 
insect specimens plus the initials of those collectors as used 
on the spocimon labels. 

George Lyell was a notable lopidopterist probably best 
remembered for his co-authorship with G.A. Waterhouse of Tile 
Butterflies of Australia. A Monograph of the Australian Rhop- 

alocora (Angus and Robertson, 1914). Ho wrote many papers on 

butterflies for the Victorian Naturalist betwoon 1890 and 1913- 
Reproduction is not likely to be good so apologies are 
tendered in advance for what may be a taxing read. 
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Collectors who have sent me speclmens(wltli lnltlols used on ottnehed 
lnbels.G=seir | EA Anderson E 19 Cunnlnghnm Rond Toornk V| FMA Angel 
Eli & 3 Gore St Norwood SA S Angol visited Gisborne I 5-1 6 .9. 190'l I 
Gl) BnrnniM G"Coomooboolnroo"Dunrlngn Q(dled I89 , l)l W||B Harnord Willi 
Toowoombn Q| AI1D Dell A Dornlc Atherton near Cnlrns <1 dled| DI) GFD 
Ilortbnnd GF Stnte Form llnmol Wnroonn VA | I1AB Block RA Bollerlvo 
llohnrl T| FCAD Dleeser FCG Telegrnph Dept Tort Dnrwln or FCB or R| 

DB Bolton DW Solo V( 1 89<>)llnml 11on Newcastle NSW(I897)| HB Brocken 
Hubert Bridgetown WA(wont DorrleClty)) Fll Brown Fll" Annersl ey” Bondi 
Rond Bondi Bondi NSW| Bn nrower Jon A Contractor Cnlrns) APB 
Burgess AP(Tlev) South Broken Hill NSW) AHB Burns AN(Prlck)y Peer 
Don rd) LF Tree Gully BlnlgUy vln Horne NSW Westwood '|ld| BBC 
Cameron LD"Drown Mill Centrnl"Knlgoorl le WA | CDC Clnrk C Dnnu.nl l (Di*) 
Wnlker St NSydney NSW died) SPC Croom SP Stnte School Brentwood V 
died 19211 FPD Bodd Fred P Norwood St Toowong Brlnbnnn(1897) Towns¬ 
ville h ( ) Kurnndn 0 I90'|| WED Broke DrVE Blnck Rock, Snndrlnghnm 

V ( 1902 ) Upr Benconsfleld V (t903-'l) died 1921) JRF Flddlou Rev JR 
Hill 11 V| WAF Fllmor WA Toronto NSW 1920) WKF Findley W Keith Nntl 
Bonk Zoohnn T| IIF Fosbrook IIJ Gosborno V| CF French 0 Govt Entomol¬ 
ogist of v Melbourne! PF Frlchot P VRnllwnys Dlmbooln V 19031 WWF 
Froggntt WU Govt Entomologist of NSW Sydney) GG Goldfinch CM Sydney 
(Lyndhurst Rose Boy)) DO Goudle Dnvld Blrchlp V) CGG Gooding CG Moo V| 
IIIIO or G Grirrlth llll lit Stunrt llobnrt T ( - ) Adolnldo (1903 I 

JFII llonro JF Swonston St Melbourne) llll Mocker Henry 137 Phillip St 
Sydney (from Cnlrns Qld)-seven months trip to Coon Dlst Cnpo York- 
Oct 1905 -Aprll I906|jnil Hill Joseph rrpine Rlsos”Kewol 1 V) RI Illldgo 
R"Alcyono"Bullmbn Brlsbnne) BUI Jnrdlne nootlo L Telcgrnpll Stn 

Vic. Ent. 17(M August 1987 
































^ -vv^AU.’ cJ-A vw. 

V-AI, WX toUxtttno. 


1 

1 

1 

5~5.a)- (J<£13 

S5-<s3>- 

©-©- 

$<T) 

g3) 

£$- 

&- 

fZg?>-<E5?> 

—G ") - 

59 

© 

*>-!«£*> 



Somerset Cope York Q, EJ WJ IIJ Jervis Bros (Edwin , Hubert,Walter) 

Monbulk PO Wnndin South V, JAK Kershaw JAJ'Morton Bnnks"LewIsham Road 
Windsor V, GJL Lattn GJ 17 High St Launceston T (diet! nccldent23/8/03)| 
Lea Lon Arthur M Govt Entomologist of T Hobnrt (— •903) of WA Perth 
(1903 I FML Llttler FM St John St Launceston T (died 1922)1 Mrs 
Lodder Lodder Mrs "Lonah' , Ul verstone T died} OL Lower 00 Parkside SA 
(- ) Broken 11111 NSW ( , TPL Lucns Dr TP Wakefield Bldgs Brisbane 

died| GFM Murray Geo F Moruyn NSW, Masters Masters Geo Macleay 
Museum Sydney died} WITH Mlsklti WI1 Solicitor Rockhampton Q died, 

CJM Martin Rev CJ Murtoa V (1902-1903) Avocn V (190fy ,RMcD McDonald 
Roy State School Daytrnp via Cblnkapoolc V (19'7“ ) IIIFN Nontinn IIF 
Shoebrldge St Hobart T ( ) Union SS Gov Strnhnn T ( |JRN Norman 
JR Hobart| AP Hurdle Alex Kyneton V ( ) Sale V ( ) Ballarat V (1895) 
Bendigo V (l89B)dled, WIIAR Roger W||A Wattletreo Rd Armadnle, VJR 
Robinson VJ NSW 19231 Spry Spry FP Lit Park St South Melbourne 

V (HI ml I922)| AS Slmson Aug Launceston T died} 10T Thomas TO ErO 
Darwin ( 19 17“ )» SFT Tindall SF "llnmorn l o"Grn f ton NSW, TK Trobllcock 
Richard E "Moiipmonth w Loopold V, T or DRT Turner Dr A Jofforis 
Wickham Terrace Brisbane, LBT Thorn LB Wnttletree Road Malvern, 

RET Turner Rowland E Mackny '1 died, 1IJW Wnllnce IIJ Coinl Bank Port 
Darwin (I 903 -I 905 ), JJW Walker Comd JJ RN Chief Engr IIM Culgaroomor, 

GAW Waterhouse GA Waverloy NSW (I897~^902) Rosovlllo Chatswood NSW 
(I902-190'i), A1IW Wes tiny Rev AH Hawthorn V (I 89 J 1 ) Drysdale V, GIIW 
WyId Gil M Dorrisbrooke"Mnrgnret St Manly NSW, MW Wise Miss M Guthrldge 
Parade Sale V, IIS Saker Horace Kanaka Hospital Neson NQ, G Self 
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THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE ENTOMOLOGISTS CLUB 


Tom Greaves, 71 Coranderrk Street, Reid, ACT, 2601 

When I migrated to Australia in 19 2, l I worked in the bush 
for a year, and as work petered out I moved to Melbourne in 1925* 

As I had been an active member of the Coventry Nature Students 
Field Club befoi'e I left England it was natural that I should look 
up a similar organisation in Melbourne. I joined the Field Natur¬ 
alists Club of Victoria soon after I arrived and enjoyed the 
meetings at the Royal Society Hall where I met people who wore 
very interested in similar things to myself. In addition I joined 
the Melbourne Walking Club and this enabled mo to learn much 
about the alpine areas. The tracks from Warburton Station to Mt 
Donna Duang and between Healesville and Warburton were favourites 
of mine and during the Easter holiday I did the Haw Baw trip from 
Warburton to Walhalla. I collected insects whenever I could and 
sent many specimens back to my old Coventry Club. 

When John Clark wns appointed to the National Museum in 
Melbourne I became Interested in collecting ants and started a 
collection. In 1927 I pushed a bike to Wilsons Promontory for a 
collecting trip and in 1928 walked" from Omeo to Kosciusko summit 
and back to Khancoban in an organised trip with the Melbourne 
Walking Club. Pack horses wore used to carry food on this trip 
and the journey from Melbourne to Omoo and from Khancoban to 
Melbourne was travelled by coach. 

At the Field Naturalists’ meetings the members who were 
interested in insects would get together and discuss collections 
and exchange specimens. In addition the entomologists would go on 
collectings trips of their own and the idea of forming a club to 
cater for the interests of the entomologists was discussed. 

At first we used to moot at each others homes and if there 
was a special visitor the Rev E. Nyo would organise a meeting at 
Wesley College where he was a resident Master. One fact that 
sticks in my mind is that initially there was only an Honorary 
Secretary running the affairs of the club. I was elected to this 
position as a preliminary to the formation of an established body 
and it was my job to keep members informed of meeting places and 
details of field trips. The President and Committee wore elected 
after we had met informally for some months. 

The first official meeting was held at F.E. Wilson’s homo 
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in Darling (East Malvern) on 5 April 1927 and the Wilson coll¬ 
ection was a prize exhibit. To place the Club on a more formal 
basis F.E. Wilson was elected President and Charles Barrett 
Chairman. Rev. Nye, Mr. C. Deane, Mr Davey, Mr Robert It. Black¬ 
wood, Mr Roger, Mr Robertson and Mr Clark were also present. 

I was elected Honorary Secretary and Treasurer. The interesting 
part was the fact that Janet Raff and John Clark were the only 
professional entomologists in the Club but they wore able to 
attract speakers who visited Melbourne and this stimulated 
interest in entomology. Clarrie Borch, Sam Parlett and Tarlton 
Payment are some of the others X recall from the early days 
around the time of the founding of the Club. Not one of these 
people owned a car i it was the start of the depression, and 
travel was by train, tram or on foot, however these were happy 
days. 

For some years after my appointment to the CSIRO, or CSIR 
as it then was, I used most of my rocroation leave in Melbourne 
with my family and this provided an opportunity to check over 
my collection witli John Clark. I have many happy memories of the 
Club and the surrounding developments Mint'led to my service 
with the CSIRO in Canberra. My ant collection, built up over 1|0 
years has been absorbed into the Australian National Insect 
Collection. 


THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN ENTHUSIASTIC AMATEUR 
INTO A PROFESSIONAL ENTOMOLOGIST 

Tom Greaves., 71 Coranderrk Street, Reid, ACT, 2601 

A brief review of my impressions and work during 37 years with 
the Division of Entomology may be of interest to members. 

When I joined the staff of the Division in October 1930 I 
was most fortunate to work under Mr G.F. Hill in the Termite 
Sectionj in addition, nil the staff were encouraged by the chief, 

Dr R.J. Tillynrd, to take up personal studios of insect groups, 
as an adjunct to their official work. This proved very foi'tunate 
for mo, os ants wero usually associated with termites, and when 
I collected termitos I could also collect ants. So when I collected 
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ants during my private field trips I would also collect termites. 
It was most opportune that both groups were preserved in 80£ 
alcohol. Later, when the Division was asked to study methods of 
control of meat ants and tile ants infesting houses in the Canb- 
erra area, X was handed the problems. 

Dr Tillyard took a personal interest in his junior staff 
and sometimes when visiting scientists passed thi'ough Canberra 
all the staff would be invited to his home to hear a talk by the 
visitor. The senior members of the Division, Dr A.J. Nicholson, 

Dr Inn Mackerras, Mr G.A. Currie (later Sir George) and A.L. 
Tonnoir, a systematist, were very helpful to the junior members 
and there was a general air of cooperation throughout the Division 


I worked on a variety of projects and was author or co¬ 
author of over 30 papers, the most important of which werei 

Termite biology 6 papers 

Termites in forests 10 papers 

Meat ant biology 2 papers 

Meat ant control 2 papers 

Argentine ant control 
and eradication 1 | papers 

Vegetable pests (a war 
time project) 5 papers 

Reprints of most of the above papers have been presented to. the 
Entomological Society of Victoria for interested members to read. 

The projects from which I gained the most satisfaction wore 
the development of methods to study the galleries and populations 
of termites and ants, and the demonstration of the complete 
effectiveness of DDT and other chlorinated hydrocarbons in 
initial control tests against some pest species. My projects 
have ranged from peaceful situations in a forest to handling 
17,000 housewives and a large number of health inspectors in the 
work on eradicating the argentine ant. My experience has been 
duplicated a number of times in the Division of Entomology but 
it is not done without the hard work and the ability to take 
responsibility. 


Mr Torn Greaves is a founding member and Life Member of the Entom¬ 
ological Society of Victoria, lie retired as Honorary Secretary 
of the Entomological Club in September 1930 to take up a position 
in Canberra with the Council for Scietific and Industrial Research 
shortly, after its foundation in I 926 . This August ho reaches the 
grand age of 85 years. 
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RECOLLECTIONS FROM THE EARLY DAYS 
C.II. Borch, 10 Jnrrahdnle Street, Cheltenham, Victoria, 3'92 

Two of the early members of the Entomologists Club who were 
of some Importance in nurturing and encouraging others were Mr 
Charles Barrett and Mr Ras Wilson. The inaugural General Meeting 
took place at the home of the former, at Elsternwick. Mr Tom 
Greavds and Mr Vic Miller were very early members, the latter a 
businessman who helped with small donations of writing paper, etc. 
now and again. 

Mr C. Barrett was the author of natural history books and 
was responsible for a nature column in The Herald 'and was able to 
put into his column a few words of help to the new society now 
and again. However the mainstay during those first few years was 
Ras Wilson. Ho devoted a lot of time and effort - encouraging 
during the initial years of the society's existence. I was 
priviledged to know him ns a friend for more than forty years 
and relied on his vast general knowledge of anything that flew 
or lived in the bush. His home was always open to any of the 
members with problems or seeking information and he helped me 
and others many times. I had an unforgetable week collecting in 
the Little Desert with him. A query about n native orchid, a bird 
or an insect always brought some information or secret about its 
life history or some other interesting facts to the enquirer. 

■ Meetings of the Society after the initial meeting- at Charles 
Barrett's were held Inrotation at the vnrlous members' homes for 
a period until a small room above a stairway at an address in 
Elizabeth Street was found. 

Another naturalist who attended some of our collecting trips 
was Mr Tarlton Rayment. Ho was an authority on native Australian 
bees and named and described a new species from the Little Desert 
that we had brought back. 

Collecting has become rather more difficult now. Many of the 
good spots in the 1920s are no longer in existence. We could 
alight from the train at Cheltenham or Ringwood and plunge into 
a vast area of bush quite close to the station. It does seem a 
matter of regret that so much native bush is ho longer there. 

A recent news item was the presenting to Queensland author¬ 
ities of the Dodds' collection of tropical butterflies. Mr Dodd 
of Kuranda was responsible for first me seeing the beauty of these 
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insects. It would perhaps have been 1916 when I saw a display 
at Geelong, a small hall filled with cases of tropical butterflies 
set up by Mr Dodd. It cost ten cents to enter the hall and feast 
your eyes on the lovely cases of insects. Later I was to see his 
collection in his private homo at Kuranda. I remember asking him 
about the huge hercules moth, which feeds on the satinwood tree 
in the rain forest. 1 remember asking if it wasn't difficult to 
net the huge thing. His answer, with a smile I I don't net them, 
it is too difficult. I shoot this one down. 


Clarence Harold Borch is a founding member of the Entomological 
Society of Victoria. He occupied a number of offices in the Club, 
including that of Honorary Correspondent, Vice President and 
Committee member. Like many of the early members he was involved 
with the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria and he authored 
several papers on butterflies for their journal the Victorian 
Naturalist. 


«*»»»»**#**«******* 



You can obtain your copy for $f|.00 by writing to Dr. Now, 

Dept. Of Zoology, LaTrobe University, Bundoora, Victoria,3083 

ALL PROFITS TO THE ELTHAH COPPER APPEAL 
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BUTTERFLIES, AND THE WAITE ARBORETUM, SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


Robert 11. Fisher, South Australian Museum, Adelaide. 


The University of Adelaide's Waite Agricultural Research • 

Institute is situated at Glen Osmond, some 8 km from Adelaide, where 
the foothills of the Mount Lofty Ranges reluctantly join the Adelaide 
Plains. A substantial part of the 27 ha occupied by the Institute was 
established in 1928 os the Waite Arboretum. Today, this magnificent 
park-liko area .is host to some 1500 native and exotic trees, representing 
more than 700 species and 200 genera. It includes one of the largest 
collections of Eucalyptus opecios in existence. And admission is free ! 

An arboretum of this kind has obvious attractions to botanists. 

Its interest to entomologists is restricted by the absence of the 
complete habitats - the understorey, the native grasses etc. - which 
would be so essential to a study of the total ecology of the associated 
insects. 

For the more enlightened entomologists (those who study butterflies, 
of course) there are some interesting notes worth recording. 

In South Australia the caper white ( Anaphaels java teutonia) 
inhabits naturally the Flinders Ranges, where its larval food plant, 
the native orange tree ( Conparl3 mitchellil ), occurs. The butterfly 
periodically undertakes migratory flights from these areas to the south, 
reaching Adelaide and beyond usually in November. Inevitably some 
females oviposit on the single C. mitchellil tree in the arboretum, 
and one can usually observe, and photograph if that i3 one's habit, the 
early stages of thin species from November until about March. There 
are two more Capparis trees in the Botanic Garden, Adelaide (one is 
C. hobllis ) which also contribute annually to the local, if migratory, 
population of this species. 

In the summer of 1973-74, when unusually warm and humid climatic 
conditions prevailed across southern Australia, several butterfly 
species which normally inhabit the east coast of the continent appeared 
as far west as South Australia. One of these, the tailed emperor 
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( Polvnra pyrrhus nemnroniua ). was seen by observant University staff at 
the Unite Arboretum, in the vicinity of several hurrajong trees 
( Brnchvchlton spp.) and reported to the South Australian Museum. The 
early stages of this species were subsequently photographed from 
material coliected on these trees to provide illustrations in Fisher 
(1978). The butterfly nou appears to be permanently established in South 
Australia and larvae are consistently found on other host plunts, 
including acacia bailevnna and Roblnia pseudacacia . These host plants 
are not part of the State's endemic flora, but are planted extensively 
in streets, parks and private gardens. As recently ns June 1987, yourfg 
larvae were found on the same trees that gave us our first records in 
1974. One can be sure that most of these larvae, when on Bruchychiton, 
will be resting on the main leaf vein with the head pointing towards 
the petiole and with the horns on the head und the posterior projections 
repeating the vein pattern of the leaf. 


Among the exotic trees in the arboretum i3 a specimen of ttie 
South African Acacia karroo Hayne (spelled by some authorities with a 
single "r") almost 3 m high. The bright yellow flowerhead3 of this 
species are about tuice as big as the more familiar flouerheads of our 
Australian species. The tree also has paired thorns about 10 cm long 
on the trunk and branches, enough to deter the most determined browsing 
vertebrate. Our common double-spotted lineblue ( Nacaduba b. bloccllata) 
is breeding on this tree, its yellow-green larvae curled around the 
flouerheads and attended by small black ants. It i3 of interest that 
Clark & Dickson (1971) li 3 t 16 South African lycaenid butterflies whose 
larvae feed on the buds, flowers, leaves and (occasionally) the thorns 
of Acacia 3 pp. Of these, 8 species representing 3 genera, include 
A. karroo in the larval food plants. 

REFERENCES 

Clark, G.C. & Dickson, C.G.C. (1971). Life Histories of the South 
African Lycaenid Butterflies. (Purnell & Sons Pty. Ltd., Capetown.) 
Fisher, R.H. (1978). Butterflies of South Australia. (Govt. Printer, 
Adelaide.) 
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS OF INTEREST 


Locusts, mico plague likely. The Chronicle (Wangaratta, Vic.) 3 June 
1987, P-3- The Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs has warned 
that laying and breeding conditions for locusts so far this year 
could load to a plague. Large swarms were destroyed in March and 
April but sufficient survived to establish egg beds in the Riverina. 

A similar situation existed in 1984-5 when the biggest plague for 
more than 30 years was beaten back by the Australian Plague Locust 
Commission. 

Graeme O'Neill, Cattle drug threatens the dung beetle, researchers 
report. The Age , 11 June 1987, P-7- Nature reports that Ivermectin 
(market tod in Australia as Avomec), a new Merck, Sharpe and Dohme 
drug to combat intestinal parasites in livestock, does not break 
down in the animal and is mostly excreted in dung where it kills 
dung feeding Invertebrates, including maggots, dung beetles and 
worms. Dr. Rldsell-Smlth of the CSIRO says that if the drug is used 
with careful timing it is unlikely to significantly harm dung 
beetles. The company says that government veterinary approval for 
the drug was made after consideration of its potential impact on 
dung fauna. 

Resistant pests pose worldwide danger. New Sc ientist 26 Feb. 1987, 
p. 29 . More than 500 insect species are immune to insecticides and 
about a dox.en are resistant to almost anything. Now pesticides mny 
be effective for only a few months and development costs for a new 
material is nround 3^5 million. 

Smells help females to find the right males. New Scientist 5 March 
1987, p.25. Pheromone omitting organs in male moths are very diverse 
and it seems they have evolved as an adaptation to prevent inter¬ 
breeding. 

Spiders that fly to faraway places. New Scientist 5 Mar.1987,P• 2 5- 
Researchers in the USA have investigated spiders found on the perm¬ 
anent snow f15 Ids of Mt Rainier. 9 of the 23 spp. found had probably 
travelled 20-30 km by "ballooning" on a plume of silk. 

T.J. Hawksewood, Observations on a Dasytes species (MelyrldnoiCole- 
optera), a pollen-feeding beetle on daisies (Asteraceao) in Northern 
New South Wales. Victorian Naturalist 10h( 3 ) 176 - 8 O, May/Juno '987- 
Ebor, NSW. Investigation of minor role in pollination. 7 daisy spp. 

K. L. Taylor, Revision of Eucalyptolyma Froggntt (Homoptera 1 Psylloidea) 
with two new genera of Australian psylllds. J.Aust .ent.Soc. 26197 - 127 . 

L. Hill. First rocords of Dipsocorldao (Hemiptera) from Australia 
with the description of four new species of Cryptostemma Herrich- 
Schaffer. J.Aust.ent.Soc. 261 1 29 - 39 . 

J. Kojimo, Descriptions of mnture larvae of eight Australian Pol- 
istlnae (Uvmenoptera 1 Vespldne) . »J.Aust. ent. Soc . 26 1 1 ( 1 - 8 . 

G.A. Williams and T. A . Weir, Four now species and new records of 
Australian Mastogeniinae (Colooptera 1 Buprestidea). J.Aust.ent.Soc. 
261133 - 9 * Four new spp. of llelferella Cobos. 

G.R. Brown, Revision of the Australian genus Acanthothynnus Turner 
(HymenoptoraiTiphildao). J.Aust.ent.Soc .26 1 1 8 1- 8 . 
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D. C.F. Rentz, Xmblattella orchldae Aschina, an introduced cock¬ 
roach associated with orchids in Australia (BlattodeaiBlatellidae). 
News Bulletin Aust.ent.Soc .Hay 1987,pp. hU- 5 . 

M. Bournnd and H. Tachet (Eds.), ProceodinRS of the *)th Internat¬ 
ional Symposium on Trichoptera, Lyon (France) July 21-26 1986 . 

Dr. W.Junk Series Entomologica 39, April 1987, ^Ifpp. Hardbound. 

Approx AS 186. 25 . 

M.D. Huettel (Ed.), Evolutionary Genetics of Invertebrate Bchav- 
lour - Procs. of a colloquium held at Gainesville, Florida, March 
21-<l 1983. Plenum Press, 1987* Approx.330 pp. AJ 86 . 5 O Approx. 

L. B. Brattsten et. al., Molecular Aspects of Insect-^Plant Assoc ¬ 
iations . Plenum, 1987- Approx 3>l6 pp. Approx AS 86 . 50 . All aspects 
of chemical interaction between plants and insects. 

Kenneth G.V. Smith, A Manual of Forensic Entomology . British Mus¬ 
eum, 205 pp. £ 17 . 50 . Reviewed in Now Scientist 12 Mar. 1987 , p.55i 
"...the definitive text on the subject ... a masterly work ..." 

The poplar response to insect galls. New Scientist 2 April 1.987, 
p.26. Poplar trees seem to defend themselves against the gall aphid 
Pemphigus betae by premature loaf abscission. 

Christopher Nagano and Curtis Freese, A world safe for Monarchs. 

New Scientist 2 Apr. 1987 , pp.'l3-7- Urban development, tourism and 
forest destruction are threatening the winter roosts of Danaus 
ploxippus in the mountains of central Mexico and along the coast 
of California. The Monarch is the only insect listed in the conv¬ 
ention of migratory spp. of wild animals, the "Bonn Conyention". 
Mexico has taken steps for protection but Calif, is yet to act. 

G.A. Wood, The life history of Yoma sablna parva (Butler) (Lepi 
Nymph 1 Nymphalinae). Aust.ent.Mag. U) (1.2) 1 3'l-5. May I 987 . Australian 
Lurcher, foodplant Ruellla sp. Acantliaceae. 

E. D. Edwards, A new species of Mesodlna Meyrlck from the Northern 
Territory (Lop 1 Hesperildae). Aust.ent.Ma g.1 h (1.2 ) 1 U- 12. Mosodina 
gracllllina sp.n. 

T.R. New, A new species of Heterocerls Enderlein (Neuropterai 
Coniopterygldae) from Western Australia. Aust.ent.Mag .1 h (1■21i1- 1 . 
II. argylensls sp. n, collected by Mr A. Postle at the Argyle mine. 

M. S. Moulds, The specific status of Pauropsalta nlgrlstrlga Goding 
& Froggatt (Homoptera 1 Cicadidae) with the description of an allied 
new species. Aust.ont.Mag .1*((1.2) 1 17-22. P.nlgrlstrlga and P.molan - 
opygu not synonymous. P. infraslla sp. n. from north Queensland. 

K.R. Pullen, Pseudotaenia watorhousol (V.D.Poll.)(ColiBuprostidae) 
In New South Wales. Aust.ent.Mag .1 h (1.2) 1 23-8. Earlier bolioved 
extinct in NSW now found to be locally common in the interior. 

R.P. Mayo, New records of butterflies from Kangaroo Island, South 
Australia. Au 3 t.ent.Mag . U|(1.2)i30. Vanessa itea , Thecllnostiles 
mlsklnll. 
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NOTICES 


Members In need of literature, equipment, information, etc. are 
encouraged to submit notices for publication. Notices concerning 
sale of specimens will not be printed. 
*»*»»*«»#*»#*#**«»****#*********«**■*##*#■***#*»'»»***#*********•#**■** 

PROPOSED MOSQUITO CONTROL ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA 

Everybody knows, often all too painfully well, that mosquitoes and 
wetlands go hand-in-hand and that these winged insects can transmit 
human disease. Many would remember the outbreak of Australian 
Encephalitis in the Murray Valley in early 1974. Since then Com¬ 
monwealth and State programs have been directed at reducing the 
impact of mosquito-borne disenso and a recent meeting considered 
the issue of the need for a Mosquito Control Association 'in Aust¬ 
ralia. To judge support for such an organisation interested 
people are asked to contact i 

Peter Liehne 

Senior Medical Entomologist 
Communicable Diseases Branch 
Department of Health 
PO Box 100 
WODEN ACT 2606 

******»*#**#*#**********»»**»»**«**»»»**»********»**************** 
RECENT PUBLICATIONS OF INTEREST 

R.G. Piper, G.A. Olden & E.H. Traill, Escape behaviour of insects 
on fire-blackened tree trunks in East Glppslnnd. Aust.ent.Mag . 
14 ( 1 , 2 ) 131 - 3 . (Coloop. .Dipt. , Lopldop. , Iloinlpt. , Hymen. , Blatt od. ) 

R. Menzel & A. Mercer (Eds.), Neurobiology and Peliavlour of Honey ¬ 
bees . Tent, publication May 1987 . 340 pp. approx. SA102.25 

C.H.S. Watts, Revision of Australian Boro3U3 Leach (Colooptora : 
llydrophllldae). Roc. South Aust. Museum 21 1 1-28, May 1987 . 18 now 

spp. described, 3 2 spp. recognised. Key. 

Marion Ord, The Scott Sisters. Art treasures of the 19 th Century 
revonled. Aust. Natural History 22 ( 5 ) 1 194-8, Winter 1987- The Scotts 
illustrated the book Australian Lepldoptera and their Transformations 
the text of which was written by their father A.W. Scott and pub¬ 
lished in England in 1864. Samples of their exquisito illustration. 

Ellen M McCulloch, Attracting butterflies to gardens in temperate 
Australia. Pamphlet, single A4 size. Bird Observers Club of Vic¬ 
toria, 1987* 


THE DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE IS FRIDAY 25 SEPTEMBER. 


The Victorian Entomologist is produced at the Standards Association 
of Australia printery, Clunies Ross Houso, Parkvllle by Rosemary 
White and Ros Church. They deserve our thanks for a quality job 
and quick work. Special thanks to Rosemary for actually delivering 
the finished product to my door herself. A fine service indeed. 
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MINUTES OF THE 

The President, K. Wn.liter 

Apologiesi D. 

Presenti M- 

K. 

I. 

P. 

D. 



GENERAL MEETING, 21 AUGUST 1987 

.' 

, opened Idle meeting,at 8.05 pm. 

; 1 u : orr;-m ) y? 

Crosby, A. Yen 

liraby, G. (r. J. lingua, I’. Corw.'ix.dlner"' 

Cinrk, M. & 1’- Couper, K. &/L. Dunn, 
Felthfull, N. & J. Fields ii- lliiutluf., ' 

Kelly, 11. Mnthowa, T. N ow , “ J7~ft a s, 


ft N. Stewart, II. Vnrdy 


Tile President introduced tlio speaker, M. brnby, to talk on 'The 
El them Copper'. Michael's wido-rnn/jine talk, illustrated by 
superb photographs, covered many aspects of the life history, 
biology and conservation of the butterfly, and was followed by 
many interested questions. A vote of thanks was proposed by 
M. Hunting. 


Correspondencei 
Treasurer's Report I 


Editor's Reporti 


Detailed and received (J. Field/G. Hums) 

G. burns reported credit balances of 
$ 2 ,') 09.91 (general account), ■ 1,8 1 >1 . Ml 
(Le SoutJf Memorial Fund), and noted that 
the Society had recently received an anon¬ 
ymous donation of 5100. There are at present 
69 financial members. Received (Kelly/K.Field) 

j. Fnlihfull requested articles for forth¬ 
coming Issues. Several members commented on 
the high quality of the last issue, and 
congratulated Ian on his work for the News 
Hullotln. 


Goneral business) (l) The President informed members that Mary Le 

Sonbf was due to leave hospital in the near 
future. 


(i1) Exhib its 

(a) G. burns. A case of large, showy 
buprestidne, mainly from Malaysia,but 
with species also from Japan and South 
America, lie commented on possible 
functions of 'hair tufts' of some 
spec 1es. 

(b) I. Faithful!. A cast skin of the last 
instar of a mantis, probably O rthodora 
m lji i s tra 11 s. 

(c) M. liraby. A series of exhibits associated 
with Ills talk) living larvae of the 

El (.ham Copper j preserved specimens of the 
associated ant, Noloncus enor mls) T-shirts 
and wind-cheaters designed for sale Tor 
the El. tliam Copper appeal; the CFL 
poster of the Eltlinm Copper; car stickers 
and publicity leaflets; programme of the 
art auction; t.he'plns' design by Matcham 
and Myra Skipper. 

Asllde of I lie propupn of O gyrl s pl ane . 


Vie. En t. 


17 ( 5 ) October 1987 
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(ill) Till! SonroInry conveyed greetings from 
Andrew Atkins. 

The next meeting, October Id, will fenl.nre n tnlk liy l)r Arturs 
Neliotss on his recent work on Trichoptorn. 

I'lie meeting closed nt 9-!)0 pm. 

T. New, 

lion. Secretory 


MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING, 18 SEPTEMBER 1987 


The President, K. Wnlkor, opened the meeting nt 0.05 pm. 


Apologlos: 
Present: 


Minutesi 


Correspondencei 


G. & J. Burns, II. A J. Field 

H. Urnby, P. Cnrwnrd lne, D. Crosby, 1. Fnith- 
full, M. Hunting, P. Kelly, T. Now 

Minutes of the July Council meeting ( V1c ■ Ent . 
17i57-58) received. (Kc11y/Cnrwnrd1ne). 

Detniled end recolvod. 


Treasurer's Report 1 Deferred. 

Editor's Report 1 I. Folthfuil c.oniinonted on possible contribut¬ 

ions for forthcoming issues. 

Excursions! P. Cnrwnrdlne and others commented on poss¬ 

ible venues for excursions for the 87-88 
season. Unytrips to the Tnllnrook Rnngos, 
Cnstloin.-i lne aren, Lorilerdorg Goi'ge, were 
suggested to scorch for P. pyrodlscus lucida. 
Possible weekend trips include the Grampians 
area. 

General Business! i Programme. October! Dr A Noboissj 

Docombori Members’ night to bo 
followed by supper in the 
Sclencos Clnb| 

February! D. Crosby on ’Impres¬ 
sions of butterfly conservation 
in Britain’. 


11 M. Hunting tabled the certificate of registr¬ 
ation of the business name ’ENTRECS’. 


Hi Discussions were held on editorial policy and 
content of future issues of the Victorian 
Entomologist . 

Tho meeting closed at 9-20 P"’- 


T. New, 

lion. Secretary 


78 


Vic. Ent. 17(5) October 1987 







Dlacuaaion Paper on Endangered Invertebrates 


A discussion paper on the conservation of non-mnrino invortob- 
rntes is boinG propnrod to provide appropriate Guidelines for 
the Native Flora and Fauna Guarantee. There is little published 
material on these matters but years of experienced observation 
by individuals on the identity, distribution, ecoloGy nnd 
causes of species decline can provide the basis for further 
invostitrations. Information rocoivod after 28 August will bo 
utilised but may not bo considered in the discussion paper. 


Any information provided would bo much appreciated. Please send 

toi Patrick VnuGban 

Division of Natural History 
Museum of Victoria 
71 Victoria Crescent 
Abbotsford 3067 


CORRIGENDA TO SUMMARY OF ZOO LE SOUEF MEMORIAL LECTURE - 
AUSTRALIAN ENTOMOLOGICAL RESEARCH 1 THE ROLE OF THE AMATEUR 

Corrections shouLd bo made ns follows 1 

Vic. Ent. 17 ( 2 ), April 1 9 B 7 

p. 23 , line 6 & 7 » replace "was dissolved to make" by "ornsod to 
exist which made". 

p. 2 ^ 1 , par. 2 , line 6 , replace “was disbanded but shortly after¬ 
wards the same people established" by "changed its name 
shortly afterwards to". 

p. 2 /|, pur. 2 , Ins t lino, should road "ro-establ lsliod in 19 r >7 (It 
had functioned previously from 1921 - 1930 ), this body still 
continues today." 

p. 2 f>, par. 0 , line 'll "Is tho only" should read "is one of only 
two". 


Mnx Moulds 
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CONSEHVATION NEWS 


Flora mid Fauna Guarantoo 

On 23 July U10 Flora and Fauna Guarantee draft Util was released 
by tbe Minister for Conservation, forests and Lands* TI10 purpose 
of the legislation, as stated In the Draft Proposals,Is "to est¬ 
ablish a legal and administrative structure to enable and promote 
the conservation of Victoria's native flora and fauna and to pro¬ 
vide for a choice of procedures which can be usod for the conser¬ 
vation, management or control of flora and fauna and the manage¬ 
ment of potentially threatening processes". The term*guarantee' 
seems to have been downplayedinthese proposals and conservation¬ 
ists have listed many criticisms including too much power foi* 
the Minister, lack oT specification of time periods for public 
comment, the inadequacy of the over-riding powers of tho legis¬ 
lation in terms of other acts, weak powers for the protection 
of flora and general narrow interpretations which mitigate 
against an effective conservation strategy. 

Fauna is defined as "any animal-life which is indigenous to 
Victoria whether vertobrnte or invertebrate and in any stage of 
development and includes fisli but does not include humans". Tho 
conservation and management objectives are to guarantee that all 
groups except: pests can survive, flourish and retain their evol¬ 
utionary development in the wild; to consorvo Victoria's comm¬ 
unities of flora and fauna; to manage potentially threatening 
processus and to ensure sustainability of flora and fauna use 
by humans. 

It is cxpectod the llill will bo prosontod during the current 
Parliamentary session. 

Draft Code For Forests 

Tho State Government released tho draft code on 20 September. 
According to tho Minister it is easily the most detailed sot of 
guidelines for forest practices in Australia. 

East Gippsland 

In early September tho Minister for CFL said that Cabinet: would 
ninko a decision within 6 weeks on tho LCC recommendations. Tho 
timber Industry has agrood that national parks should bo increased 
but only if woodchipping is allowed in tho remaining forests. 
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CHOSIJY BUTTER FLY COLLECTION TO CANBERRA 


U.F. Crosby, 7*1 Glpps Street, East Molbourno, Victoria, 3002 

About two years ago I docldod to concentrate moro on the 
conservation of butterflies, tile study of a few In depth, and to 
spend more time on the Entrees project. Tills meant that I did 
not then need a very large, comprehensive collection and It 
seemed a good opportunity to donate most of It to a museum, where 
It would be available Tor others to use. 

A large collection Is a responsibility, particularly If you 
feel, as I do. that It really belongs to the scientific community 
and must not be wasted. I agree with .the view that when much of 
a collection has been obtained from public laud, it should be 
deposited finally in a museum. 

As I felt that the Australian National Insect Collection in 
Canberra needed more Victorian specimens, I offerrod It to them 
and they accepted. I have always thought that a centralized 
national collection is advantageous for study, despite Its reduced 
accessibility to me personally. 

I started collecting butterflies In 19'»0 when there was the 
first major outbreak of cabbage white butterflies in Molbourno. 

By 19'i2, at the ago of 12, 1 was very keen and since then my 

Interest has never waned. At home I have kept some of my eaily 
specimens - 3 from I9'l2-J, 10 from 19'<3-'l nnd 1't from <9'l'l-5 

s on son s. 

In the 19*l0s and 19. r >0s I met the senior enthusiasts such as 
Ras Wilson, Alex Burns, the Angel Brothers (Syd and Frank), Len 
Couchinan, Zooie Le Souef, LIow Gooding and others. To all of these 
people I will be always deeply grateful for their patient and 
understanding help. In those days the procedure seemed to bo to 
go back annually to the same well-known productive haunts. In 
duo course I realised that 1 should sot out to collect specimens 
from as wide a range of localities as possible. 1 travelled far 
and wide within Australia doing tills. Nevertheless, my collection 
Inevitably had a majority of Victorian specimens. 

f have always been very interested in studying the life 
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histories, |)(irf>Laul.nrly In 1.1 1 o skippers and blues. Tho co M nr I. Ion 
Included much mounted material. However, I Imve rotnlnod the bred 
parasite mnterlnl for future study. 


Once the decision wng mode, I fully catalogued the collection 


foi* the Entrees project. For those statistically minded the foll¬ 


owing details on lt3 composition may ho of Interest i- 


llcsper i idno 

3870 

I’npil ion id no 

2 Oh 

I’ioridae 

517 

Dana ln.ne 

1 92 

Sn tyrlnne 

3379 

Clm rnxinne 

10 

Nyinphnl inno 

223 

Ac mo inne 

'9 

Lycaonidne 

'ih78 


1 305 I 1 


spec linens 


Needless to say, my main interests wore in the skippers, browns 
and blues. 


In March <987 the collection was transferred to Canberra, but 
1 retained a small representative sample of each of all the Vict¬ 
orian species, together with longer series of a Tow species I wish 
to continue to work on. 

I suppose the main value of the collection lies in the wide 
distributional data, witli rocords from many localities long since 
destroyed. Even so, my current conservation work indicates how 
much more data we need and how important tho current and past 
distribution is. The specimens from a vide range of localities 
also makes one think that some of the current subspecies may be 
no longer valid as they are really only parts of tho total vari¬ 
ability range of dines. 

It may bo of interest that I had made a previous donation to 
tho ANIC. This was 111 early 1985 when I gave tho Quick collection 
of 1|023 butterflies and 83 Odonntn. Those I had likewise catal¬ 
ogued for the Entrees project. My friend Nigel Quick had given 
me his collection in 1978 when ho moved to Kuranda, North Queen¬ 
sland. It was really surplus to my needs ns It largely duplicated 
my own collection. 
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WINTER APPEARANCES OF SOME VICTORIAN BUTTERFLIES 


Michael F. IJrnby, 21 Cromwell Street, Eltlinm, Victoria, 3095 


Winter is a period when the adult stage of many Insects, such 
as butterflies, are scarce of absent. In Victoria, most of our 
butterflies (adult stage) are completely absent (luring the winter 
months and only a few species make brief appearances when the 
weather is favourable. Around Melbourne species which make winter 
appearances Include the familiar Plerls rnjme rapae (cabbage white) 
and Zlzln n labrndus labradu s (common grass blue), both of which I 
have recorded in June, July and August (see below). Other species 
which usually appear on those first 'spring' days in mid or late 
August, are Dellas harualyce (common imperial white), Vanossa 
kershaw1 (Australian painted indy) and V. Iten (Australian admiral). 
I. Faithfull (pors. comm.) also records a late winter appearance of 
Junonla vllllda calybe (meadow argus) (Ynrrn llend, Kew; 28 August 
198ll). 


Winter recordings of adult Plerls rapae rapae and Zizin n 
labradu s labradus near Melbourne. 


Plerls rapae rapae 

Da te 

Locality 

Da t e 

Locality 

3 June 1985 

8 June 1987 

10 Juno 1987 

15 July 1985 

1 August 1982 
23,25 Aug. 1982 
23 August 198 ) 

LaTrobo Univ. 
Bacchus Marsh 
Burn ley 
LaTrobo Univ. 
Werrlbeo 

El thorn 

El thnin 

26 , 28 , 3 'All. 198'l 
29,30 Aug. 1985 

22,29 Aug. 1986 

7, '7.'9 Au.1987 
8 Aug. 1987 

17 Aug. 1987 

22 Aug. 1987 

El tham 

LaTrobo Univ. 

El thorn 

Burnloy 

Tempies tone 
Hawthorn 

El thnm 

Zlzlna labradus labrndus 

Da t e 

Locn111 y 

Da to 

Locality 

21 June 1985 

10 July 1982 

8 July 1985 

Altona North 
Ynrrninba t 

Altona North 

19 July 1985 

30 Aug. 1982 

Altona North 
Altona North 
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Vanessa i. Igm is of interest because some adults are believed 
to semi-h iberna t e throughout the Victorian winter, making occas¬ 
ional npponrnnccs during sunny periods in the win her months 
(Anderson end Spry, 1893; McCubbin, 197 l )» For example,. McCubbin 
( '97') records watching adults on n hill-top in tlie Flinders 
Ranges, South Australia, in July 1968 . Similarly, I recently 
noted three adults, two of which were fresh, hill-topping at 
Teneriffe, Victoria, on 8 July 1987 at J.JO pm during a warm 
(c. 16 dog.C), still and sunny afternoon. Teneriffe 

Teneriffe is a large granitic outcrop situated close to the 
eastern side of the Hume Freeway, approximately 3 km southr-east 
of Locksley and about 20 km from Enron. The vogetatlon of this 
outcrop comprises a sparse overstorcy of Eucalyptus blakely1 
with some E. macrorhyncha and E. polyan themos , intersporsed by 
a conspicuous layer of Acaci i\ implexa . The summit of Teneriffe 
forms more or loss a rocky plateau which is fairly devoid of 
vegetation. Tlie admirals which I observed tended to fly rapidly 
about the highest point and would frequently settle on the 
ground for short periods in solocted territories. One individual, 
in perfect condition, also favoured landing on a small shrub 
and after some persistence I managed to obtain a photograph of 
the specimen. 

While some adults of V. itoa probably seml-hibernato in 
winter months, more information is needed on the species' over¬ 
wintering strategies. The appearance of 'fresh' admirals at 
TeneriTfe in July may also suggest that some individuals over¬ 
winter as pupae, which may hntch in mid-winter when weather 
conditions are suitable. 

References 

Andorson, E. , ;ind Spry, F. E. (1893). Victorian butterflies and 
How to Collect Tliow . H. llcarue mid Co. , Melbourne. 

McCubbin, C. ('97'). Australian butterflies . Nelson, Melbourne. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY OF PARALUCIA PYRODISCUS LUCIDA , 


THE ELT1IAM COPPEn BUTTERFLY, TO SEPTEMBER 1987 


Compiled by H.F. Brnby and Inn Fnlthfull 


This bibliography is not complete* Renders are requested to 
notify the compilers of any references not included. References 
are listed In chronological order. 


1. ANDERSON, E. and SPRY, F.P., I 893 . Victorian Butterflies and 

How to Collect Them . II. Ilearne ft. Co., Melbourne 

2. BILLINGIIURST, Farncombe L., 1895- The fauna of Castlemalno 

district - butterflies. Victorian Nat. 12(8)i9*-93 

3 . WATERHOUSE; G.A. nnd LYELL, G., 1908. Some Dlmboola butter¬ 

flies. Victorian Nat. 2l I(11 )1 1 65 -1 66 

'l. WATERHOUSE, G.A. and LYELL, G., I 9 I 6 . The Butterflies of 
Alia trol In ■ Aii(;us nnd Robertson, Sydney 

CR0SI1Y, D. F. , 195 In. A now geogrnphicnl rnce of nn Austral- 

lan butterfly. Victorian Nat. 67 ( 11 ) 1225 - 227 . 
(Orlglnnl description of P aralucl a a onoa lucida . with 
dotalls of distribution and biology} 

6 . CROSBY, D.F., 195'b. Notes on some eastern Victorian butter¬ 
flies, with a new Victorian record. Victorian Nat. 

68 ( 6 ) 197 -IOI 

7- MCCUBBIN, Charles, 197*• Australian Butterflies . Nelson, 
Melbourne, 206 pp. (Forecast of extinction) 

8 . COMMON, I.F.B., 1972. Australian ilutterflies . The Jncnrnndn 

Press, Brisbane 

9 . COMMON, I.F.n. and WATERHOUSE, D.F., 1 98 1. Butterflies of 

Australla . Revised Edition. Angus and Robertson, 
Sydney 

10. ANONYMOUS, 1985 . Rare butterfly "at tip site". Diamond 

V alley Now s, 29 October.(Possible occurrence of P.p. 
luclda at proposed tip site) 

11. CALAFUR1, FnbrlsjLo, 1987 a. Rare butterflies face extinction. 

Diamond Valley Nows . 71 March, pp. 1, 21. (Seminal 
story of rediscovery with picture, comments on poli¬ 
tical aspects) 

12. CALAFURI, Fabrixio, 19B71). Bid to save butterfly. Diamond 

V alley News , 7 April, p .5 (UHhalii residents develop 
action plan. Picture of Michael Brnby, David Cameron 
and Pauline (oner in the bush at El thorn) 

1 J. YOUNG, Leith, I 087a. 55 million would save Elt ham 1 s raro 

copper beauty, says council. The A go. 10 April, p .6 

I'l. ANONYMOUS, 1087a. Butterfly battle takes off. flip Sun , 10 
April , p•7 (Forthcoming public meeting, deputation 
to Minister for Conservation, Forests and Lands) 
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SYMONS, Jimo, J987» W;»i‘c* fllor r:i] soa ;» roaJ fluftor. 

'.Smut ty Pro.s.q , 12 Apri l (lindLacovnry, Crosby yurvoy, 
community support, report of first public moo tin/;, 
picture of Dnvid Crosby with not) 

ANONYMOUS, 1087b. flic str;m/;o ciisg of the ULth.nn coppor. 
flu? A/;o , 1 1 April (Advertisement for 15«) 

YOUNG, Leith, 1987b. Eithnnt rnllies to prot ect its butter¬ 
fly. The Age , I 3 April, p. 1 6 

DOLE, Peter, 1987- Desperate scientists. Access Age, The Age , 
1 3 April (Very brief crude comment, on killing rare 
bn t terflies) 

RICHARDS, Thomas 1987* Save butterfly. Letter to the 

Editor, Diamond Valley News , 1*1 April (Good reasons 
for preservelion) 

ANONYMOUS, 1987c. (Probably by CALAPUliI, E.) Coppor butter¬ 
fly wins reprieve. Diamond Valley News , 1*1 April, 
p. 3 ( El tlinin Council defers approval for subtil vl si on ) 

ANONYMOUS, 1987d. (Probably by YOUNG, L.) butterfly respite. 

The Ag o, 16 April (l)rlef update on issue, developers 
agree to delay construction work) 

CALAFUKI, Fabr1 7 :1 o, 1987c. Land swap proposal to save but¬ 

terfly. A test enso for all native species. Diamond 
V alley Nows , 21 April, p.3 (Two nrtlclos. Public 
meeting report. Flora and Fauna Guarantee. Government 
$1.5 m allocation) 

110MAN, Peter, 1987 . Wildlife linbltnt must bo prosorvod. 

Lettor to the Editor, The Afro . 22 April, p.12 

CIIOSUY, D.F., 1987 . The Conservation StntU3 of tlio Elthnm 

Coppor butterfly I’nralucln pyrodlscus lucida, Crosby 

(Lepldoptera 1 Lycaonidae).Report to the Minister 

for Conservation, Forests and Lands, 27 April. (Rep¬ 
ort on status, sonrcli for other colonies, ways to 
preserve it. Supposedly confidential. Widely looked) 

25 . ELLIS, A., 1987* Reprieve for the Elthnm coppor butterfly. 

Nows, Department of Conservation, Forests and Lands. 
28 April 

26. CALAFURI, Fabrizlo, 19878. Think tank seeks rofugo for tlio 

coppor butterfly. Diamond Valloy News , 28 April, p.3 
( 111 senssIons between state government, landownors. 
Other top level discussions) 

27 . YOUNG, Leitli, 1987c. butterfly reprieved. The Age , 29 April 

(ESANDA, the developer, agrees not to press nhend) 

28. ANONYMOUS, 1987c. butterfly needs $1 m to survive. Tlio Sun , 

29 April (Public appeal set up) 

29 . HENRY, David and iJUINE, brott, 1907- Groenlos blast buttor- 

fly rescue. Tlio Sun , 1 May, p .65 (David Cameron and 
ACE condemn inadequate colony protection plan) 

30. YOUNG, Loitli, 1987d. More talks urged to save butterfly. 

Tlio Age , 1 May (The colony protection plan. Leak of 
Crosby report) 

31 . CALAFURI, Fabrizlo, I 9870 . butterfly reprieve ‘not good 

enough 1 . Flutter by conservationists. Diamond V alley 
Nows , 5 May (Two articles. More conservationist 


l(>. 

'7- 

18. 

19- 

20 . 

2 I . 

22 . 

23. 

2 * 1 . 
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33- 

!><■ 

35- 

36. 

37- 

33. 

39- 

60. 

M. 

h 2 . 

' 13 . 

'i'i. 

' 15 . 

J;6. 

'i7 • 
' 18 . 

'i9- 


crH.icisniM. The save ilio bu I. terfly appeal) 

HOMAN, Hotel', l9H7t’. Wildlife habitat. Letter to I.I 10 Editor, 
D iam ond Valley Nows, 5 May 

CALAFURI, Fabri/.lo, I9H7T. boost to buttorfly's survival. 

Diamond V alley Now s, 12 May, p. 3 (Council initiatives 
and public support For the appeal) 

YOUNG, Leith, 1987e- State helps bid to buy back butterfly 
country. The Ago . 16 May, p.2l (State gov. commits 
8230 , 000 l other developments) 

Mill! PI IY, Kevin, 1987. Haro Melbourne butterfly awaits death 
sentenco- Tile Ilullotin , 19 May, p. *|6 (Good overall 
summary of political developments) 

CALAFURI, Fnbrl.zlo, 1987g. Uuttorfly appeal to (rot 3250,000. 
Diamond Valley News , 19 May (Elthnm Council land 
swap proposal; second public meeting report; appeal 
set up) 

NAPIER; Sue, NEWTON, Nicole and CALAFURI, Fnbrizio, 1987- 
Author to donate part of book money to save Elthnm 
copper. Diamond Valley News , 19 May, p.2 (Doug Wes¬ 
tern, Molbourno Nat'rally ) 

MAU, Allison, 1987 . Dutterfly's survival still up in the 

air. The Heral d, 20 May, p.13 (Crosby report, second 
public mooting, reactions to state government offers) 

NEW, T.R. , 1987a. Elthnm copper conservation. In Minutes of 

the Council Mooting, 20 March 1987, Victorian Entom ¬ 
ologist , 17 ( 3)136 (ESV committs support) 

STA1ILE, P. and EWART, 0., 1987* Plant Research Institute 

Burnley. Australian Entomological Society News llull- 
etin 22(2)i32 (Picture of M. Ilraby, story by M. Urnby) 

FAITHFULL, Ian, 1987 . The Elthnm copper, Paralucia pyrodiscus 
luclda Crosby. Teetering on the verge of extinction. 
Vi ctorian Entomologist 17(3)i6l-1|3 (Summary) 

NEW, T.n. , 1987 b. Butterfly Conservation . Entomological 

Society of Victoria, 5» PP- J,,l V (Soe pp.Jl2->l6. 
Biology, difflcultios of conservation) 

ANONYMOUS, 1987f. Shopping contro helps to save the butter¬ 
fly. Diamond Valley News , 2 Juno 

ANONYMOUS, I987g. Council drops offer to save butterfly. 
Diamond Va-lloy News , 2 Juno 

LORD, 11., 1987. Butterfly. Letter to the Editor, Diamond 

V alley Nows, 2 June 

HARTLEY, L., >987. Michael's childhood hobby has produced 

some startling 'finds'. Diamond Valley News , 2 June, 
p.61 (Michael Ilraby). 

ANONYMOUS, 1987 li. Council plans to protect Elthnm copper. 

Diamond Vall e y N ows, 9 June (Compromise decision) 

TONER, Pauline, 1987a. Butterfly coverage 'fabulous'; Toner. 
Warm praise. Letter to the Editor, Diamond Valley 
_No_ws, 9 June 

ANONYMOUS, I 987 I. Art sale to help butterflies. Compromise 
saves Elthnm colony. Diamond Valley News , lb June 
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^0. lONE.t, I’nu line, 1987* butterfly bonanza. Lol:tor to the E<1 i I; o i 
I'lic bu l leti n, 16 Juno 

51 . ANONYMOUS, *987j. butterfly appo.nl. Diamond Vnlloy Nows, 

7 July ~ 

. ANONYMOUS, 19876. Tlio K.l thain coppol*. D iamond Valloy Now s, 

'I July, p. 1 3 . Also 28 July. (Advortisoinon 1 for 
oducational display, Greonsboi'ough Shopping Contre) 

Tl. ANONYMOUS, 19871- Centro launches butterfly appeal. Diamond 
Valloy Nows , 21 July 

7'*. C0LL.CN50N, flacliaol, 1987- Groups go to battle ovor rare 

butterfly. Diamond Valley Nows . 28 July, p.12 (Copy 
of /| 1 . ) 

55- ANONYMOUS, 1987 m. Appeal opens. Diamond Valley Nows, 28 
J u 1 y, p. 1 2 

1b. YOUNG, Leith, 1987f. Find causes a flutter in the entomology 
world. Tbe Age , 29 July, p .3 (Micbael Draby and tile 
disevery; the appeal committments and targot) 

57- l’ALMEK, D. , 1987- Flora, Fauna Act is world first. Weekly 
Times 1 29 July, p.3 (Very brlof mention) 

r i 8 . ANONYMOUS, 198711 . Paralucln pyrodlscus Inc Ida "shining fire 
disk of light". Brochure, single Ah, colour glossy. 

El tliani Coppor Uutterfly Appeal Coiiuai t too, July7 

59- HAY, Stephen, 1987- Elthani Coppol*. Environment Victoria 
(Conservation Council of Victoria) , (j3 1 ^ 1 , July- " 
September. (Excellent summary. Discussion of implic¬ 
ations for Flora and Fauna Guarantee) 

hO. IIAlifLEY', L. , 1987 b. Appeal touches hearts abroad. Diamond 

Valloy Nows . 11 August, p.2'5 

61. NEWTON, N., I987. Art auction will aid butterfly campaign. 

D iamond Valloy Nows . 1 I August 

()2. fOUNG, Leith, 1987f- Dare butterfly inspires art sale. The 
Ago, ’7 August, p. 5 

bj. AN0NY7I0US, 19870 . $^ 10,500 to help save butterfly. Diamond 
Valley Nows . 18 August 

6A. JAMESON, G., 1987 . Friends of War r andyto State P ark. News¬ 

l ette r. August (Summary of talk on the butterfly by 
M. Draby) 

65- IIAKTLEY, L. , 1987 c. New view on bow to save Insects flutt¬ 

ering on tbe verge of extinction. Diamond Vali ev 
News, 25 August 

66. SEMI’LE, P. , 1987 . business urged to aid butterfly. Diamond 

V alloy Nows , I September 

67- DUAI1Y', M.F., 1987 . Conservation crisis lor Elthani copper 

bu t torf ly. Aus tral in n_En t omo.l og i c n 1 Socie ty Ne ws 

U ni let i n 2J ( ')) ! 109- 1 1 2 ( bp f i n i. t i ve summary of the 
issue up to July) 
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STM,!. AVAILABLE 

'PRELIMINARY DISTRIBUTION MAPS OF BUTTERFLIES IN VICTORIA' 
Published by tho Entomological Society of Victoria 
This Is tlie first major publication resulting from tho Society's 
ENTRECS Scheme. The book consists of 108 species maps totalling 55 
pages, 5 pp. of spare maps, a master map showing the grid system 
used, an Introduction of 2 pp. and a list of contributors. It is 
spiral bound so opens flat. 

Cost }10 plus $2 postage nnd hnndling. 

Available at meetings of tho ESV or fromi 

David Crosby, 

ENTRECS Co-ordinator, 

7*1 Gipps Stroet, 

EAST MELBOURNE, J002. 

Tel. '*17 63 '! 5 



You can obtain your copy for 45.00 by writing to Dr. New, 
Dept. Of Zoology, LaTrobe University, llundoora, VIctorla,3083 

ALL PROFITS TO THE ELTtlAM COPPER APPEAL 
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A GROUP OF MANTIDS IN AN URBAN DESERT 


Rosemnry White, 2 Budd Street, 
Inn Fnitlifull, 83 Ensoy Street, 


Coil infnvood, 
Collinpwood, 


Victoria, 
Victoria, 


3066 

3066 


The common f;roon mantid, Orthodora ministrails (Fabricius) is 
widespread in the Melbourne metropolitan area. It is unusual how¬ 
ever to find more than a few together In a small area for "their 
tendencies are cannibalistic, and close association would soon 
prove fatal to the weaker mombors of the family" (McKoown, 19**5) • 

Key (1970) states that mantids in general .are "solitary insects". 

However one of ns (RW) played host to scores of the insects 
during the spring and summer of 1986 and the autumn of 19&7 a 
tiny inner suburban garden. The first sighting was in May 1986 
when RW rescued a large mantid from a cat in the back yard of 
2 [Judd Street. When it was removed to the front garden it attempted 
to attack the remover. It is assumed that this adult gave rise to 
the colony as the young appeared in the following October. 


Initially there was thought to be in excoss of 100 mantids 
in the garden. Lewis (1950) referred to "an exceptionally large 
number" of an unknown species in his garden, so largo concentrat¬ 
ions may not bo uncommon. 


At least forty Orthodera wore present at lludd Street on 22 
February 1987» and they rnngod in length from 2 to about 6 cm, 
indicating that several instars were present together. The lnrgest 
appeared to bo in the next-to-last i'nstar. Two oothoca were found, 
one on a wood paling fence and the other high up on the brick wall 
of the house. 


The 
isolated 
a house, 
c oncreto 


garden consists of two 
from the nearest other 
The area is truly part 
and asphalt, with isola 


strips 0. 5 x 5 m and 1 x 6m and 
garden by a high brick wall and 
of an urban desertt a habitat of 
tod oases of garden. 


is 


Several interesting things wore noticed about this group of 
insects. Thoy seek shelter from wind and cold weather but not so 
much from rain, unless it is heavy, in which case thoy cling to 
the undersides of leaves. 


There were often 
ioned on a flower was 
quickly ended by the 
mantis to a more isol 
logs or parts thereof 
ail sin or the remains 
potential food this s 
available wero blowfl 
aphis and other small 
well over 50 per cent 
honey bees. New ( 198*1 
Australia to find man 
but this was never se 


displays of aggression if 
approached by another. How 
human host who removed tho 
a tod position. RW often saw 
missing but never saw an e 
of such an act. In an area 
corns remarkablo. About tho 
ios, honeybees and small mo 
flies. Lewis' (*950) ex per 
of the food of his mantids 
) states that it "is common 
tids catching insects attra 
on at I3udd Street with the 


0110 mantid posit- 
evor those wore 
approaching 
specimens with 
xample of ennnib- 
30 devoid of 
only proy species 
thflf and perhaps 
ionce was that 
consisted of 
in southern 
ctod to lights", 
immature insects 


which rarely moved from the plants on which they lived. The first 
seven mantids observed were all living on a llalcea and for a cons¬ 
iderable period there wore always seven seen there. 
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IVi r l. i cn i .'i r |il;inl.s wi>i<' favoured ns habitat inc 1 nd lug a small 
f.-i l.tn» «■ sparse daisy Iiii.mIi alimil. I metro l> l/'li. About IT mail I. Ids 
wore found on this bush on U:.' I'obrunry but our search was not 
exhaustive and their camouflage is excellent. Other plants fav¬ 
oured included balsam, llakca, Ca nua and elephant’s eni'S. They 
were never foiiml on oleander plerlmii), locipiat ( Eriobotrya jap - 
onlca ) or Coprosma r epeii s. 

Another notable observation la that the insects appear to 
sleep. A 1 sleeping 1 mnntld rests in a characteristic fashion, 
lying close to the leaf surface with antonuao hold back down 
under tile thorax and with forelegs withdrawn. The posture has 
no menace whatsoever. The ’sleep 1 during the day, often for 
finite long poriods. Key (1970) states that "most of their time 
is spent at rest, with the fore legs raised in the supplicatory 
attitude". Perhaps this mnntld ’sleep 1 is a form of thanatosls 
(death reigning) but It seems moro likely that it is a procryptic 
adaptation allowing them to avoid detection by a predator. When 
disturbed a ’sleeping* mnntld appears startled. 

No examples of predation were observed, lllrds could ho 
expected to clean up most mnntld3, but suburban Collingwood lacks 
the shrub frequenting birds that would do so. This may largely 
explain why such a largo population could como to survive hero. 

Moulting was obsorved on a number of occasions and one fine 
specimen of a mid- to late-lnstar skin has been preserved. They 
moult from tile head down. The process was always obsorved mid 
moult and took approximately 70 minutes. 

There is some evidence of dispersal from hudd Street. Xu 
early February one of the largest inantids found its way to tlio 
closest neighbouring garden about 15 away. A concerned host 
secured its return. On 31 March a single adult appeared at a 
bedroom window at night at 83 Easey Street. This was the first 
of the species obsorved there in 3 years. Tho Iludd Sti'oot colony 
is about 210 m distant in n direct lino. 

During autumn tho numbers dwindled at budd Street. Xu tho 
winter only one specimen has been evident. A new oothocn was 
discovered. Most disappeared in lato May. 

On 22 September 1987 a now oothoca which had been closely 
watchod for many woolcs hatched. At 5 P"> It was intact. At 6 pm 
after a wotting by tho hose It was noticed that all tho young 
inantids had hatched. Dospite an intensive search no hatchlings 
could be found. Wo wait expectantly for developments in the 
coining sons on. 
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BOOK REVIEW 


I\e etles of Australi a 
T. J. llnwkeswood 

An {'us mid Uohortson Publishers, Sydney, July 1987 

2*i8 pp. , soficover, 19 2 colour plntes. 

$18*95 (recommended retail) 

As the author states, this book dealing specifically with Aust- 
rnlinn beetles is a first for Australian ontomologlcal publishing, 
rmd the book is n welcome introduction to the subject. 


Illustrn ted proliflcnily with colour plntes of booties of ninny 
different fnmilios nnd subfamilies, the text is a sequential series 
of notes on each species illustrated. Much of the text includes 
new data or data never before seen in published book form, drawn 
from the author's extensive experience and comprehensive knowledge, 
with assistance from a number of his colleagues•• The cover photo 
of Cnlod ema recalls is quite striking and well suited to catch the 
eye. 

Given the huge number of species of Coleoptera in Australia (at 
least 20,000 described species), this book is attempting to cover 
a lot of ground* And given the constraints of text space the author 
has covered it very well, if at times a little emphasised on 
favoured areas such as the Buprestldao. Even so, a great deal of 
knowledge has now been made available to the general public where 
it was seriously lacking before. 

Most of the 192 photographs are of a very acceptable high standard, 
but some are clearly underexposed. This may have occurred during 
the printing process duo to differences In contrast between a 
adjacent slides (e.g. plates 69 and 70). The quality of photo¬ 
graphic reproduction from the slide is otherwise extremely good, 
especially noticeable with booties having metallic irrldesconco. 

There have been a few mis-identifications but overall the correct 
names appear to have boon used. Many sjjocies have been illustrated 
for the first time in published form, so the book is a milestone 
in that regard. 

The author has a tendency to describe some species as "rare", and 
there is intimation that many beetles in Australia are possibly 
extinct. I feel that despite the massive over-clearing of our 
native vegetation it is doubtful that there are indeed many extinct 
species, if any, though clearly habitats of many are under threat 
constantly. Provided fchero is adequate habitat, even a "rare" 
species can be regarded as safe for the ttmo being. 

A glossary, bibliography in addition to the index at the rear of 
the book neatly round out the effort. In summary, this book is 
tlie ideal Introduction to a subject long-ignored in the popular 
press, and both the author and his publisher must be commended. 
Highly recommended. 

Allen Sundliolin Copyright July 1987 
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ON THE GRAPEVINE 


Joy and G ord on Burns dopai ted in Soptonibor for their annual 
safari within Austin l in. The Big Desert continues to nttrnct. 

Another traveller will be Pet er Kell y, who will spend time in 
the Albany, Gernldton and Perth areas of Western Australia in 
search of the dreaded paropsines and with a CSIRO (;uido familiar 
with the good collecting sites. 

Laurie and KeJ^vyn Duiin are making grea t s tildes with computer¬ 
isation of their entomological records. ^(0,000 records are now 
on the system. Ilow about an update Kelvyn? 

Br ian Vnrdy, a long time resident of the El them area, reports 
that the Eltliam Copper butterfly used to bo a frequent visitor 
to gardens In the district, where it particularly favoured 
the flowers of daisios. 

Butterfly Nows No. 1 h, Angust/Septembor 1987 (Dorset, U.K.) 
reports that David Cro sby and his wife visited their office 
while on a grand tour of UK butterfly houses. David is consultant 
to the Melbourne Zoo Butterfly Bouse which had over a million 
visitors in its first year to Docombor 1986 . According to 
Butterfly Nows "Hr Crosby said the enthusiasm for butterfly 
houses is growing in Australia with n live display ... near the 
worldfninous Daintroe tropical rainforests. Like Penang this 
display uses the outside environment without man-made help. 
Another opened in 7th July and two more are believed to be 
planned". To hear of Ills experiences don’t miss the Feb. meeting. 

The Society welcomes the following new members* Mike and Pat 
Coupar of Warraudyte and Mrs Juno and Miss Jennifer R oss of 
East Ivnnhoe. 

Kon Walk er displayed his 10,000 member European Wasp ccolony at 
this year's Royal Melbourne Show where it won a second prize. 
Watch this spnen for news on the fate of the winner. The aim 
was to educate the public, in particular to distinguish the 
nests from those of other wasps. Ken predicts that the mild 
winter could make the wasp far more numerous than last summer, 
since entire colonies will survive. 

The Cocoparrn Ranges near Griffith, NSW, the last significant 
range between the flat country of the Riverinn and the Lachlan 
River swamps and the southern slopes and tablelands,played host 
to Michael Bra by in Into September, lie is hoping to find some? 
Azures. Michael Is also getting into cricket, as a batsman. 
Cricket is n good entomology game. 

##*##*»#»###*## 

BUTTERFLIES AND MYTHOLOGY NO. J 

Andromache - wife of Hector and after ho was killed by Achilles 
and the fall of Troy, was given to Nooptolcmus 
(also known as Pyrrhus) 


Joan Hrown 
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS OF INTEREST 


The buzz on lucerne. Weekly T i mos 25 Mar I0B7* 'ho first, field rel - 
ense of lucerne leafcutter bees (fir gi i cj i tie ro luncln In ) near Keith, 
S.A., os n joint project of the Welle Institute and lucerne growers. 
The boos ere exported to pollinete lucornp In 3-6 weeks instond of 

10 with Apis mol11 fern and work efficiently at much lower temperat¬ 
ures. Growers hope to boost seed sot. 

Iluw Morgan, Breakthrough in fly strike research. Week ly Tlines 25 
Mar 1987 , p.21. Bacterial insecticide consisting of Bacillus thur - 
lngiensis suspended in liquid wihich is Jetted on to sheep and kills 
lice and blowfly larvae. 

Korri llartland, New carrier threatens to spread bluetonguo virus. 

The inidgo C 11 1 Icohlcs wndnt which arrived 1 11 the N.T. in 197' carried 
by the wind Is a very efficient carrier of the stock diseaso which 
Is doves ta tlag to sheep. By April '985 the midge had spread down 
the east coast to Grafton. 

Claire Miller, Feral bees invade Little Desert nests. The Ag e, p.'8, 

11 Aug 1987. Whtmpoy Reicholt, local naturalist, draws attention 
to the porblems of swarms from neglected hives 1 they drive out 
birds and nativo bees from a 11 -t 00 -scarce tree hollows. 

Jennifer Conley, No antivenom for mystery spider. The Ag e, 28 Aug 
*987, p3. An unknown spider, the bites of which cause skin and 
flesh to rot and other severe symtoms Is lilting about 2 people per 
week In eastern Aust. Toxicologists cannot develop an antlvenene 
until the spider is identified. 

J.D. Iloppnor, The Sedge Moths of North America.(Lopldoptera 1 Glyph- 
terlgld ae)■ Flora &. Fauna Handbook I. E.J.Brill. AS 6 I. 25 . Revision 
of 36 Neurotic spp., keys to gonera .1 spp., host plant data for 
world fauna. 

D. P.A . Sands, A Revision of the Genus Bypochrysops C & R Foldor 

( Lopldoptera 1 LycaonldaoT i Entomograph 7-E.J.Brill, 1986 . 

I 11) pp. 150 approx. Reviewed by G.B. Montetth in J.Au st.out.Soc. 

26 1 268, Aug 1987 

B.C.F. II on tv., A Monograph of the To 111 gonl i dne of Australia Vol.' 
Tettlgonllnao . E.J. Brill, '985, 38k pp. cloth bound, AS72-00- 
17 gen. 72 spp. of shield backed katydids. 

M. Kosztarab ,1. F. Kozar, Scale Insects of Central Europe - Dr.W.Junk 
Series Entomologies 60, Sept 1987, 600pp, hardbound, A$l62 . 
Identification, biology, distribution, pest status, etc. 

E. David Morgan & N. Uhushan Mandnva (Eds.), CRC Handbook of Nat - 
ural Postlcldo si Methods, Vol Hi. Insect Growt h Regulators. 

CRC Press. 2 vol. sot. AJ665-00 

V. Labeyrie, G. Fabres, D. Laclialse (Eds.), Insects-Plants. Pro - 
ceodings of the 6 th Inte rnational Sy mposium o n Insoct-Plant Re lnt- 
lonsliips fpau~1985y. Dr. W. Junk Soiios Entomologies 6 l, June '987. 
I 17/1 pp, hardbound A8I86.25. Concentrates on aspects of co-adapl.ive 
systems tike pollination, resistance, insectlcldy. 

G. Elsenbosls, W. Richard, A tins on the Biology of S oil Ar thropods. 
Springer Vorlag, July 1987 (tentative)’. 650 pp., "33 electron 
microscope photos in 192 pis, 2 IO figs. Hard cover. A116),25. 
Systematic coverage of spiders, miles, lsopods, protnrans and in- 

SOC t 3. 
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Wot nntl dry buttGrflio 3 . New > c I en_Lij;J. ’ *9 Mur 1987»P*^5. 8 omo 

I. roplon l SMlyrlnno Imvo wot. Mini dry season forms nnd It tins boon 
found for ono, Ulcydus snfitza, Hint tlio morphs are determined 
by temperatures III Into larval life. 

Slave labour on tlio wing.New Scientist, *1 Juno 1987, P- 17- Female 
l’l ngi o 1 opl s ants In Greece linvo linen observed to carry mealybug 
larvae during matin); flights. 

Secondhand pests. Now Scie n tis t, h Jun 1987«P-37- ’•'lie mosquito 
Aedes a Ibop lc tus is found to have become established i n the USA 
liy travel l log insl<lo used tyres from nortli Asia ( Scien ce 2')6illWl). 

Duttorfly zoos urged to support conservation. New Scientis t i 8 Jun 
1987, p. 33 . In UrLtain a report commissioned by the World Wildlife 
Fund, the Nature Conservancy Council and Dept of Environment and 
compiled by Mark Collins calls for the Industry to return more to 
the environment from which It draws its wealth. Tlio live trade is 
severely criticised. 

C.p. 01 mm r l, J.U. Thomas A 1..C. Stewart, Nitrogen, leaf toughness 
and tlio population dynamics of Paropsis atomarla Olivier (Coleop- 
teraiChrynomolidae)-a hypothesis. J.Aust.ont.Soc .20 t 20J-7. Aug. 

I 987 . N a limiting factor when new foliage is scarce. 

T.u Neumann, A now Mognlyrld (Hynionoptera iMogaly ridae ) parasitic 
on a Sphecld wasp in Australia. J ■ Aus t. on t. Soc. .76 1 2 I r >-22 . Megal yra 
t roglodyte s in the N.T. All other records Indicate that Megalyrids 
parasitise wood boring coleopterous larvae. 

G.S. Taylor, Tlio gall forming Psylloldoa of Eucalyptus obllqua in 
the Mount Lgfty Ranges of South Australia. J. Aus t. ent.Soc .26 1 223-8. 

p.D. McQuillan & J.E. freson, The Identity nnd immature stages of 
I’atngo nlodo s fnrl norla (Turner) comp.n. (Lepidoptern 1 Pyralidae 1 
Phy c tlnao) in Australia nnd New Zealand. J.Aust.ont.Soc .2ui239~*7* 
Ragwort feeder now considered native. Formerly llomoeosoma . 

T.ll. Now, Tlio genus Austroc hry sa Esben-Peterson (Neuroptorai 
Chrysopidno). J■Ailst.out.Soc. 2hi 281-5- Redoscription of monobasic 
(jenus from Snmoa nnd Fiji. 

P.G. A11Inghnin, Phorony Involving a nymph of Haematoplua oury- 
stornus (Nitzsch) nnd Haomoto bla irrltans exlgu o Do Moljero. 

J. Aust.out.Soc.26I2J7-8. Duffalo flies carry cattle lice around 
on tliolr logs. 

l’.I. Phelan A. T. A. Weir, Skin lesions caused by Paederus australis 
Guerin-Menevlllo ( Co loop tern 1 S tnphy 1 In Id no ) . J . Aus t. on I.. Soc . 20 1 
287-8- Rove beetle dermatitis In the Northern Territory. 

E.ll. Oatman A J.U. Pinto, A taxonomic review of Trlcliogrnmm a (Tr_l- 
cliogrnmninnza ) Carvor (llymonoptora iTrIcliogrnmmnt idae) , wi tli descrip¬ 
tions of two now species from Austrnlln. J.Aust.ont.Soc.2 (m I 9 )-201. 
Found in S.A. and Vic. Parasitic on Lopldoptera eggs. 

Andrew Atkins and Anne Heinrich, Notes on the biology of Candalldos 
cyprotus cyprotus (Lopldoptera 1 Lycaenidao)• Aust. out.Mag , 1 *1 (3) i *» 5~8 

G. A. Wood, Tlio Life history of Neptls prasllnl straudlngoreana De 
Nicevlllo (Lopldoptera 1 NymphnlIdaeINymphnllnao). Aust.ent.Mag . 

11| ( 3 ) 1 /( 3-^1 • flio black and White Aeroplane in noi'th Old. 

H. P. Mayo, Notes on the distribution of two skippers (Lopldoptera! 
Ilesperiidnn) from Now South Wnlos. Aust. ent.Mag. 1 * 1 ( 3 ) 1 * 18 . Aug. 
1987 . 'f ox id In a iulerson 1 and Sig n et a t vinphophora ■ 
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AUSTRALIAN ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY 



19TH AGM AND SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE 

TO BE HEID AT HIE 

UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND, BRISBANE 
14-19TH MAY 1988 


CONFERENCE THEME: "ENTOMOLOGY BEYOND THE BICENTENARY" 

The theme is intended to stimulate discussion of issues likely !o affect entomologists of all 
persuasions in the future Different aspects of the theme will be introduced by a number of 
invited speakers In addition, members will be encouraged to contribute papers on developments in 
their particular fields of entomology 

The venue for the conference will be the University of Queensland, located at St lucia, about 
seven kilometres from'Brisbane's city centre, on a magnificent 114 hectare site on the Brisbane River 
Accommodation will be provided at Grace College, the University's newest residential college 

fx|K> flfl will be on at the time of the Conference anil following a morning of sessions at the new 
Queensland Museum, opportunity will be given to visit the adjacent Fxpo 'Be 

An excursion, which will include a visit to a rainforest area in the Sunshine Coast hinteiland. 
is planned (or the last day of the Conference 


For further information Miss M Schneider fntomology Department, 
Queensland University. St LUCIA Q 4(X>7 Ph. (07) ,l77)f»Sf» 
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NOTICES 


Members find others are encouraged to submit notices foi' incl¬ 
usion In tbo Vic tor i fin _En t omol ogi s t • Tbeso ore published froo 

of charge. Notices concerning sale of spocililetis will not bo 
prlnted. 


WANTED t INSECT. FOODS .01' THE YELLOV/TAILED DLACK _CQC11AXQI) 

Throughout the range of tho YTtlC those birds tnke gi'ubs from 
troos to supplement their seed diet. Since 1903 o large number 
of observers Australia wide have been tracking tbo movements of 
these birds and investigating their ecology but little Inform¬ 
ation has hoon gathered on thoir insect foods. The help of ent¬ 
omologists is needed. We want specimens of larvno and adult 
insects, or records of insects that meet the following criteria! 

Iloartwood Grubs - Cossidne, llopialidao, Cerambycidao 

Acacia donlbata . Silver Wattle 
A. molanoxylon , Illadcwood 
A. menrnsll , black Wattle 
A. decurrons , Early black Wnttlo 
Eucaly p tus paucill ora , Snow Ginn 
E. maculate , Spotted Gum 
E. grandls , Flooded Gum 
Xanthorrhoea , Grass Troos 
Pomadorris 

E. deiogatonsis , Alpine Ash 
Peppermints 

Small Grubs Under bark - Cerambycidao, Duprostidno, etc 

Striugybarks Especially Tasmania, 

Poppormlnts wost coast Victoria 

Ground Grubs - White Grubs - Scarabaeidae, llopialidao, etc 

King Island and west 
Victoria, South Aust. 

Specimens and records of whatever significance may bo sent toi 

Ian Faithful 1 

83 Easey Street, Collingwood, Vic, 30b(> 


■All onstoru Australia 


Victorian Alps 
south NSW 
north NSW 
ACT 


The Victo rian Entomologlot Is produced at 
of Australia Printel’y, Climios boss bouse 


the Standards Association 
Parkvil1e- 


bondlino for the next 


Issue Is Friday 20 November 
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THE EfiTOMOLOG'CAL SOCIETY Of VICTORIA 


M*mb«r«ihlp y 

Any person with nn Intorost in entomology' shall bo eligible 
for Ordlnnry Membership. Members of the Society include profess¬ 
ional, amateur find student entomologists, nil of whom receive 
tho Society's News Bulletin, the Victorlnn Entomologist. 

Objectives 

The alms of the Society are I 

(a) to stimulate the scientific study nnd discussion of nil 
aspects of entomology, 

(b) to gather, disseminate and record knowledge of all identif¬ 
iable Australian insect species, 

(c) to compile a comprehensive list of all Victorian insect 
species and 

(d) to bring together in a congenial but scientific atmosphere 
fl 1 persons Interested ill entomology. 

Meetings 

The Society's meetings are held at Clunies Ross House, 
National Science Centre, 19 1 Royal Parade, Parkvllle, Victoria, 
at 8 pm on the third Friday of even months, with tho possible 
exception of the December meeting which may be held earlier. 
Lectures by guest speakers or members are a feature of many 
meetings at which there is ample opportunity for informal dis¬ 
cussion between members with similar interests. Forums are also 
conducted by members on their own particular interest so that 
others may participate in discussions. 

Annual Subscri|Plions 


Ordinary Member . $10.00 

Country Member . $ 8.00 (100 km + from C.P0) 

Student Member . $ 5.00 

Associate Member .. S 2.00 (no magazine) 


No additional fee is payable for overseas posting by surface mail 
of tlie News Bulletin. Associate Members, resident at the same 
address as, and being immediate relatives of nn Ordinary Member, 
do not automatically receive a copy of the Society's publications 
but in all other respects rank as Ordinary Members. 


Contributions to the Victorian Entomologist 

The Society welcomes contributions of articles, papers or 
notes pertaining to any aspect of entomology for publication in 
the News Bulletin. Contributions are not restricted to members 
but are invited from all who have an interest. Material submitted 
should be responsible and original. Statements and opinions ex¬ 
pressed are the responsibility of the respective authors and do 
not necessarily reflect the policies of the Society. 

When contributions are typed it would be of great assistance 
if they are typed on AU (international Quarto) pnp:r, one and a 
half spaced with triple spacing between paragraphs and a margin 
of 3 cm. 

Advertising 

The charge for advertising is S5-C0 per half page. 


Cover illustration by W.N.B. Quick. 

Cyrla lmperjails (Fabrlcius), Banksin Jewel Bootle (Buprestldae) . 








MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING; 16 OCTOBER 1987 -L ■ • 

V 


The President opened the meeting at Bjt'jO 

Apologies i M. Lo Soubf, D. rtjiclar-qn, D. 

G. & J. Burns. < V\ _ 


\ 


Presenti 


‘ : 7 

& N. Stewart 


V-.. i±r- , y 

M. Braby, P. Ca rw a r d 1 d'e Cl a rk , 

M. & P. Coupor, D. Crosby7^3Ei^EadLbtrfull, 

R. & J. Field, V. Illmnielrolcho, M. Hunting, 

P. Kelly, R. Mathews, A. &. A. Nebolss, 

T. New, J. Reid, R. Vagi, B. Vardy, P.Vaughan 


Minutes of the August meeting were passed. (llunting/J. Field) 


The President then introduced Dr A. Nebolss, who gave a wide- 
ranging talk on the biology of the Trlchoptora, summarising 
much of his recent work on the Australian fauna and giving a 
general overview of the order. Arturs' talk provoked many 
questions and considerable discussion. A vote of thanks was 
proposed by I). Crosby. 


Correspondence! Detailed and received. (Kelly/Carwardine). 

It was decided that the Society should 
become a member of the recently formed 
Victorian Land Protection Association. 

(Crosby/Neboiss). 

Treasurer'8 Report! Deferred. 


Editor's Report! 


I. Faithfull requested further articles and 
notes for the News Bulletin. 


Excursions! P. Carwardine gave details of the proposed 

excursion to the Tallarook Ranges on Nov¬ 
ember Wl • 

General Business! 1. M. CoujJer. A series of slides, including 

some early stages of the Eltham Coppor 
(first photograph of pupa), n inelolonthine 
scarab, a Lamprima stag beetle, a cex'am- 
bycid larva, and a Candaiides butterfly. 

2. R. Field. Commented on, and showed oarly 
stages of a possible new spocios of Ogyrls 
(an otnnos -1lko form) lie had found (in 
association with U. Hay) on a recent trip 
to Western Australia. The larvae feed at 
night on Leptomoria and aro tended by 
Camponotus ants. Ross also found another 
unusual ' idmo -1lko' Ogyrls. 

3. M. Braby. Ongoing publicity material for 
the Eltham Coppor. 

U. P. Vaughan. 

(a) Appeal for information relovant to 

background paper on invertebrate con¬ 
servation for the Fauna and Flora 
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Guarantee. 

(b)Commented on the proposed survey for the 
Elthem Copper during the I 987-88 flight 
season. 

Tile mooting closed at 9>50 pm. 


T. New, 

lion. Secretary. 


MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING, 20 NOVEMBER 1 987 


Tlie President, K. Wnlker, opened the meeting at 8 .05 pm. 

Apologies 1 M. Braby, J. fr. B. Field, M. Hunting, 

P. Kelly 

Present) J. & G. Burns, P Carwardine, D. Crosby, 

I. Faithfull, T. New. 

Minutes of the September Council meeting ( Vic. Ent. 17)78) were 
passed (Crosby/Faithfull). 


Correspondence) 


Treasurer's Report) 


Editor's Report) 


Excursions > 


Detailed and received, with some discus¬ 
sion (Crosby/J. Burns). 

G. Burns reported credit balances of 
$ 2512.23 (General Account) and $ 1863.63 
(Le Souef Memorial Fund). There are 7^1 
financial members. A fund for the encour¬ 
agement of Junior Amateur Entomologists 
has now been set up, from donations tot¬ 
alling $ 1 20 . 

Received (Crosby/Carwardine). 

I. Faithfull detailed contents of forth¬ 
coming issues of the Victorian Entomol¬ 
ogist . A number of other contributions 
have been promised. 

Received (J. Burns/G. Burns). 

P. Carwardine reported briefly on the 
recent excursion to the Tallarook Ranges. 
Possible venues for later excursions wore 
discussed, and Council recommends an excu¬ 
rsion to Lake Mountain on Feb. 28 ) to be 
discussed at December general meeting. 


General Business) 1. Programme. It was decided to try to re¬ 
introduce a regular short segment on 
techniques for every general meeting. 
Possible speakers/topics for the April 
meeting were discussed. 
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11. Le Souef Memorial Award. 

a) The Committee had mot earlier on Nov¬ 
ember 20 and reviewed several very good 
nominations. They recommended that the 
award for 1987 be made to Mr B.L. 

Brunet, nominated by the Entomology 
Soction of the Royal Zoological Society 
of New South Wales. Adopted with accl¬ 
amation. 

b) Andrew Atkins, the 1986 winner, had 
expressed the wish that the financial 
equivalent of Ills award bo usod to 
encourage Junior entomologists. The 
sum Is therefore to be added to the 
Junior Encouragement Fund, and sovoral 
possible avenues for use of the fund 
were discussed. 

111. Incorporation of the Society. D. Crosby 
suggested the need to incorporate the 
Society, to protect the interests of 
Council and Members. Considerable discus¬ 
sion ensued; P. Carwardlne to Investigate 
details of needs and costs. 

iv. P. Carwardlne raised the issue of more 
constructive use of the Society's funds 
for promotion of entomology in Victoria, 
and for gaining publicity for the Society. 
Several possible publishing ventures 
were discussed. 

v. J. Burns; received a review copy of 

'Australia's Butterflies' by Peter Wilson. 
D. Crosby to review. 

vl. G. Burnsl expressed appreciation to Ian 

Faltlifull for Ills help In raising member¬ 
ship through circulating 'payment reminder' 
notices with the Nows Bulletin. 

The meeting closed at 9*55 P ,n * 

T. New, 

Hon. Secretary. 


DECEMBER MEETING - MEMBERS' NIGHT 

Exhibits are sought for the Members' night on December 11. Supper 
has been arranged for after the meeting, and will commence about 
9.30 p.m., with a small charge to cover costs. As In 1986, tills will 
be catered by the Science Club, and will include hot savouries, cakes, 
’etc. Drinks available by purchase. 
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CONSERVATION NEWS 


Flora nnd Fauna Guarantee 

The Dill wns withdrawn from the Inst, session of Stnto Parliament 
due to the opposition of the Liberal nnd National pnrtlo3 to 
key provisions Including the Issuing of interim conservation 
orders, which would allow the Government to stop activities 
endangering a listed threatened species for between 60 days and 
2 years while their effect was evaluated. The Liberals ere 
opposed to clauses that give public servants unrestricted access 
to private land without prior consultation with the land 
owners nnd demand a Formula to clearly spell out equitable 
compensation for loss of value or porductive capacity. Cons¬ 
ervationists have begun a major campaign to gain support for 
the legislation, which will carry over to the 1988 Spring 
Session when the Dill will be reintroduced. 

L. Young, Plan to protect rare fauna too wide, say Libs. The 
Age 26 October 

J. Plowman, Shadow Minister for CFL, Press Release, 13 Sept. 

Mallee Area Review 

The Land Conservation Council descriptive resources report for 
the Mallee area was released on 26 November. Normal period for 
the receipt of comments has been extended by one week to 5 Feb. 
1988. A vegetation map of the area will also be available in 
the near future. According to David Scott, who chairs the Council, 
the study lias been the most intensive survey of a large expanse 
of semi-arid vegetation in Australia. The report costs $9 or 
£13 by mail. 

Land Conservation Council 

The LCC has now issued first round recommendations on public 
land use management for all areas of the state and has completed 
a review of them all and the government's decisions. There will 
probably be a chance for public comment when the report is 
printed in late January. 

The LCC is proceeding with the preparation of the "rivers and 
streams study", a review of the scenic, recreational, cultural 
and ecological aspects of the state's wild rivers. 

Ea st 0 lppsland 

On 12 November the Premier announced the unusual step of subs¬ 
tantially increasing the size of parks recommended by the LCC. 
However only about half the national estate forests will be 
protected, and a huge new paper-pulp plant is likely in conjun¬ 
ction with woodchipping. 

Greens Bush 

Only about 65 # of the 81.25 million needed to buy the most 
important unspoiled parts of the Green property had been raised 
by mid November. It is hoped that all the land can be obtained 
so ns to link existing parks together. 
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1987 J.C. Le Souef Memorial Award 
to Hr Bert L. Brunet 


Bert Brunet, nominated for the Award by the Entomology Section of the 
Royal Zoological Society of New South Hales, has had a life long Interest 
In Insects and plants, and has an impressive array of contributions to 
entomology during the last decade. He has written three magnlflclently 
illustrated books on insects : 'One Step Closer, Please , A Nature 
Study' and 'Insects of the Forest', has given entomological talks to 
various groups of people. Is well-known as an entomological illustrator 
and cartoonist, and has served as Treasurer of the R.Z.S.N.S.H. 

Entomology Section. He has also published papers on butterflies and 
beetles. 

Previous Winners 


1983 Mr Keith Ilateley (Vic.} 
198<l Mr Geoff Williums (NSW) 

1985 Mr Max Moulds (NSW) 

1986 Mr Andrew Atkins (NSW) 


Contributions to the Le Souef Memorial Award Fund will he grate¬ 
fully received and should be addressed to the Honorary Treasurer. 


Tlsiphone 


Aegeus 


Psycho 


BUTTERFLIES AND MYTHOLOGY NO. *1 

one of the Eumenldes (Alecto, Tlsiphone and 
Megaera) or avenging spirits, known also ns 
the Furies. Dorn of Mother Earth, from drops 
of hlood from Uranus. Euinonidos, also known 
earlier ns Erinnyes, dwelt in the underworld. 
Their hair was of serpents and they punished 
perpetrators of unnatural crime. 

the King of Athens. Married Medea. Father of 
Theseus, who sailed to Crete whore he destroyed 
the Minotoar. Upon his return lie failed to hoist 
his white sail of victory, and Aegeus, seeing 
the black sail only, throw himself into the sea 
from a high rock in despair. That sea is now 
called the Aegean. 

Greek for butterfly. The personification of the 
soul. 


Joan Brown 
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A FLAGUE OF SCAPITA (PSEUDOSCIONE) CLAVATA (MACQUART) 
(DIPTERAi TABANIDAE) AT SMYT1IESOALE, VICTORIA, MARCH 1987 


In March tills year the Melbourne newspaper, The Sun , head¬ 
lined a pngo 3 story "Giant Flies on Attack" anti featured a very 
large photograph of one of the very much enlarged culprits, 

"a Ballarat blood sucking blowio" (Tlioin, I 987 ). Confusion about 
the identity of the insects was rampant, with some residents of 
the beselged town of Smytliesdale thinking they wore buffalo flies, 
and even a statement that some residents "confused the marauders 
with March flies". At any rate the flies were an awful nuisance. 
Their bites were reported to "burn" and t.o be worse than those 
of mosquitoes. Life out of doors was made miserable for people 
and tlielr dogs. So The Sun reported. 

After I wrote to a local resident, Mr K.A. McDonnell, he 
sent two specimens, one a 'half-sized 1 version of the pest and 
one a "march fly". Mr Ken Walker of the Museum of Victoria lias 
identified them as Scaptia ( Pseudosclone ) ciavata (Macquart) 
and Dasybasls sp. respectively, both family Tabanidae. 

Mr McDonnell stated that the plague lasted from late Janu¬ 
ary to early April and that the flies disappeared when the rains 
came in early April. "March" was particularly appropriate for 
both flies. 

Carne et nl. ( 1980 ) apply the common name March flies to 
Scaptia spp., however the term is often used in Australia for 
all Tabanidae. In north America and Europe the term is applied 
to the Dibiotiidae (Colless nnd McAlpine, 1970). Marsh fly is an 
older name, now rarely used, which refers to the frequent occur¬ 
rence of Tabanids in damp swampy areas (Brewster, Brewster and 
Crouch, 19 ^ 6 ). 

Mackerras (i 960 ) recorded S. ciavata from southern New South 
Wales and Victoria. He noted that most reports of Tabanids as 
pests of man in Australia are not for species of Scaptia and S3. 
ciavata was not identified ns such a pest. It is a large, dark 
species and according to Mackerras its "modified "ovipositor" 
su BG GS * ; s a specialised breeding habitat, possibly in sand, like 
some species of Dasybasls ". 


References 

Brewster, Mabel N. , Brewster, Agnes A. nnd Crouch, Naomi, I 9 I 16 . 
Life Stories of Australian Insects . Dymock's Book Arcade. 

Carne, P.D., Crawford, L.D.. Fletcher, M.J., Galloway, I.D. and 
Higliley, E. (compilers), 1980 . Scientific and Common Names 
of Insects and Allied Forms Occurring in Australia . CSIRO, 
Melbourne 

Colless, D.H. nnd McAlpine, D.K., 1970. Dlptera. Cb. 3'l in CSIRO 

The Insects of Australia , Melbourne University Press 

Thom, Grog, 1987* Giant flies on attack. The Sun , Melbourne, 

26 March, p.3 


Ian Falthfull 
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CONSERVATION AND THE AMATEUR ENTOMOLOGIST 


Andrew Atkins, *15 Caldwell Avenue, Dudley, New South Wales, 2290 

The human species first colonized Australia about 50,000 
years ago, and since then the number of animal species found on 
this continent has steadily declined. An escalation in the rate 
of extinction, particularly of mammals, plants and birds has 
occurred in the last 200 years following early European settle¬ 
ment. Introduced predators and grazing animals, and more obv¬ 
iously, habitat modification, have placed many other species 
on. the endangered list. An example of this is the large number 
of extinct or endangered animals in the southern Northern 
Territory (Van Oosterzee, 1987)* 

Our first attempts to conserve other species were to 
protect the plants and animals that were beneficial to man (for 
the purposes of sport, recreation and food). Next came a sympathy 
for those species estimated to have aesthetic appeal! those 
considered beautiful or intelligent (e.g. baby seals, orchids, 
whales, etc.). These attitudes toward conservation were moves in 
tlie right direction, though probably for the wrong reasons. 

Even today arguments to conserve a species or a habitat are 
often based on the benefits to uj>, should it be saved from 
extinction. 

It is easy to be arrogant or complacent when it comes to 
the question of conservation of insects. To many people 
insects are widespread and numerous and at best a nuisance. 
Generally they are seen as a pest and few are regarded as 
beautiful. Thus insects were rarely included in conservation 
issues. A ’Save the Mosquito' campaign would have limited 
public appeal. Nevertheless in America and Europe there has 
been an extraordinary interest in the conservation of butter¬ 
flies through the promotion of butterfly farms and clubs, 
etc. and through media coverage and general public interest 
( Enini g 1, 1987; New, 1 987 ). 

However, Innd-clearing and pollution of habitat - the 
major threats to insects - continues on a massive scale. We 
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cnnnot estimate, for Instance, the damage being done bv the 
clearing programmes in tbe forests of the Amazon. We might do 
well to contemplate our own future on tills planet should world 
climates be affected by such selfish destruction. 

Australia is a vast continent and it Is true that many 
oT our insects are common or widespread, but It is also true 
that many are restricted to small areas of habitat. These 
rare species may never have been common or widespread and it 
Is hard to define or establish their subtle environmental 
needs. Examples In the butterfly world are Antlpodla chaostola 
and 0 gyri3 fan thus . 

In fact, very little Is known about our Insects. Even 
butterflies, the best known of all groups, are little studied. 
There is limited published information on adult and juvenile 
habits and behaviour (e.g. oviposition sites, eating strategies, 
adult flight times and seasonal occurence, etc.). In spite of 
the excellent ENTUECS project, distribution maps are unavail¬ 
able for most Australian species. 

All this information can be recorded by researchers, both 
professional and amateur, by communicating observations 
through a variety of publications and through contact in 
entomological societies and clubs. 

Since the formation of societies such ns the Entomological 
Society of Victoria, entomology has benefited from the comm¬ 
unication between the professional and amateur entomologist. 

The continued support of these societies relies on not only 
the meeting of people with similar interests, but also tbe 
availability of a magazine to publish articles of information 
not obtainable from the more 'professional' magazine sources. 

It is important that a balance of the scientific article and 
the observational note be maintained. The role of the amateur 
in this respect was well documented in this respect by Max 
Moulds in the summary of the Zoo Le Soubf Memorial Lecture 
in this magazine (Vol. 17, No. 2). 

Every scrap of information about an insect is worth 
publishing, providing that the data is reasonably documented 
and not duplicated. The amateur entomologist can make quick 
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and accurate observations without having to resort to 'heavy 1 
statistics and detailed analysis to record that observation. 
He or she can concentrate on local populations of a group of 
Insects, make notes throughout a season, with a minimum of 
effort and finance. This data may be of significance to the 
understanding of an insect's ecology, and may be of groat 
significance should that Insect become endangered. A lot of 
data Is needed for each species and even long but detailed 
studies by amateurs and professionals may not be enough or 
come too late, as It was with the studies of the now extinct 
nritish butterfly, the Large blue, Haculinea arion ■ 


1 'rofessor floger Hitching, in a recent radio programme 
('Earthworm', ADC, 3 June >987) gave examples of two Austral¬ 
ian species of Lycaenid, Paralucia splnlfera and Acrodipsas 
lllidge l, that have complex biologies and specialized habitats, 
and which may be endangered by loss of habitat. It is then 
gratifying to see that in Victoria two species of butterfly, 
Paralucia pyrodiscus lucida and llesperilla flavescens , are 
receiving the attention of conservationists. There are many 
butterflies and other insects in Australia that require 
similar attention. 


Throughout the world, in large natural enclosures, 
insects, spiders, birds, mammals, fish and reptiles are on 
display to the public, butterfly forms are proving to be among 
the most popular. There are over 80 commercial butterfly 
farms in the United Kingdom. More and more people are planting 
their gardens with foodplants and flowers to attract these 
and other insects. The amateur entomologist in Austi'alin can 
play an important role in providing information to the inter¬ 
ested public by developing their own insect gardens. 

My own home at Dudley is only small, but since i moved 
in, over three years ago, and with the addition of a few 
foodplants and flowering shrubs, the number of butterflies 
and other insects and birds lias increased dramatically. To 
date 71 butterflies have been recorded from my garden (25 
others occur in the area). 26 species have been introduced 
nnd successfully completed one generation unaided. 28 butter¬ 
flies arc apparently permanent residents or at least regular 


Vic. Ent. 17 ( 6 ) Docombor 19^7 


106 















visitors, and of these, 5 species hove established breeding 
colonies. The remaining species ere migrants or ore occasional 
visitors. I have successfully reared rainforest species ( Euscli - 
emon raffiesin , Hcsperlllo mnstersl ) and.alpine species ( Orol s- 
planus munloni;n , Anisynta domlnula , Tlslphone abconn renal Is) 

In my pardon. At present I am investigating the possibility of 
introduclnp ant-dependant species, such as Opyris , by placing 
host-ant colonies near trees on which mistletoe has been culti¬ 
vated (ripe mistletoe seeds are placed on branches of shrubs 
and trees and left for two seasons to mature). 

Fanning can be done by all amateur entomologists. The 
advantages are obvious i the insects can be observed at clcee 
range, are easily observed and at little cost to the amateur. 
Such a garden farm Is more successful, of course, If it is 
within a half a kilometre of an area of natural bushland. 

Whether the biologies arc recorded in the garden or In 
the bush, they should be published; they are important. It is . 
gratifying to see that biological description Is increasingly 
used in conjunction with taxonomic description. The desk¬ 
bound taxonomist is a thing of the past. Behaviour is an imp¬ 
ortant part of description and at times essential In identify¬ 
ing species (in central Queensland five species of the 
'mallndeya' ( ilesperllla ) skippers are more easily Identified 
by their choice of resting sites, than by their wing- 
pattern) (Atkins, 1978). 

If we consider it worthwhile to protect insects and to 
ensure their survival, much more information on their life¬ 
styles is needed. No doubt the amateur entomologist will 
continue to provide this data. 
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Andrew Atkins is the winner of the 1986 Le Souiif Memorial 
Award for achievement by amateur entomologists. 
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RECORDS OF SOME PAROPSINE PARASITES 


Peter Kelly, Dockery's Rond, Tnllnrook, Victoria, 3^59 


Tl>e following reords were obtnlned over n period while 
rearing n variety of paropslnes (Coleopterai Clirysomelldae). 


Neopolycystus lnsoctlfurax Glrault (llymenoptera i PteroninlIdae) 

1. 13 eggs of Chrysoplitharta decolorata (Chap.) on Eucalyptus 

vlrldls at Dendigo Whlpstick Forest, Victoria 9 Feb. '975 
Adult wasps emerged 22 Feb. '975 


dulensl 3 at Macleod, Victoria 
8 adult wasps emerged 

3 . 6 eggs of P. beata on E. camaldulensls at Macleod, 

Victoria 

ll adult wasps emerged 

ll. 11 eggs of C. decolorata on Eucalyptus sp. 
at Dundoorn, Victoria 
6 adult wasps emerged 

5 . 27 eggs of P.• beata on E. camaldulensis 
at Macleod, Victoria 
'3 adult wasps emerged 

6 . 21 eggs of P. beata on E. camaldulensis 
at Macleod, Victoria 
'5 adult wasps emerged 

Osclnlsoma confluens (Malloch) (Diptera i Chloropidae) 

1. Eggs of P. beata on E. camaldulensis 
at Macleod, Victoria 
Fly larvae emerged 

6 fly pupae 
3 adult flies emerged 

2. Eggs of P. beata on E ucalyptus sp. 
at Armidale, N.S.W. 

10 fly larvae emerged 

7 fly pupae 
7 adult files emerged 



Dec. 

'977 


Doc • 

'977 

eocl, 



Dec • 

'977 


Dec • 

'977 

11 

Oct • 

1978 

23 

Oct. 

1978 

"1 

Fob. 

'979 

15 

Feb. 

'979 

"1 

F ob. 

'979 

21 

Feb. 

'979 

lao) 


23 

Nov, 

'977 

27 

Nov. 

'977 

6 

Doc • 

'977 

' ll 

Doc • 

'977 


18 Nov. I 98 O 
22 Nov. I 98 O 
29 Nov. ' 98 O 
8 Doc. '980 


Perilitus coccinellae (Sclirank) (Ilymenoptern 1 Braconidae) 

One adult male Paropsls charybdis Stal on E. camaldulensis 
at Ivnnlioe, Victoria 3' Dec. '979 

Adult dead, 27 wasp larvae emerged and pupated 2 Jan. '980 
U larvae preserved, tlie remaining 33 pupae retained 
12 male and 20 female adult wasps emerged 25 Jan. '980 

/ 
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N01ES ON RUTTERF LI [IS COLLECTED IN SPUD I-WEST WESTERN 


AUSIRAL1A. St£ f' f E M t<( fi-QC f PEER ■ 1907 

Ross Field, 51 Sandells Road, Tecoma, Victoria 3160 

A Lota) oT 27 species oT butterflies were collected between 
21 September and 11 October in an area of the south-west of 
Western Australia bounded by Dongara (250km N F'erth) , kalgoorlie 
<6001 m E F'erth) , Esperance and Albany on the south coast and 
Russel ton (260km S F'erth). 

I lespc-r i i dae 

7 rapezitvi sciron sciron Waterhouse and l.yel 1 . Two females were 
caught by the roadside near Yellowdine. 

An isyntoides at gcnteoornatus ar genteoornatus (Hewitson). Found 
commonly on coastal sand dunes at Dunbury, City Beach, Leeman 
(1501m S Geralton) and north of Dongara. 

Hes fieri 11 a donnysa albina Waterhouse. Not uncommon near 

Russel ton. Also found on Gahhia sp. at Lake Coogee, south of 

Fremantle arid on the Phillips River, west of Ravensthorpe. 
II. d i>li h ■/! a was also found at Leeman and may more closely 
resemble II. d. galena than II. d albina. At all sites where 
II. donnysa was found, pupae were heavily parasitised by a 
tachinid. 

Hespc-rilla chr ysotr icha chrysotricba (Meyrick and Lower). Very 
common at Russel ton, near Albany and on the Phillips River near 
Ravensthorpe. Ttiis species was also found at Leeman. 
lion t as i n glia dirphia dirphia (Hewitson). Found only at Spargoville 
(/15km SE Coolgardie) where females were seen flying around ‘a 
small sedge, presumably a Lepidospcrna species. 

Antipodia atralba anapus (Waterhouse). A few fresh specimens seen 
at Pink Lake, west of Esperance. 

Croitana croites (Hewitson). This early season species was fairly 
common on the sand dunes south of Bunbury and at City Deach 
during late September. Adults were generally caught on the 
sides of the dunes whilst they rested on flowers or the ground. 
Croitana was also found at Labe Douglas, near Kalgoorlie, where 
Alan Graham recently found it breeding on a Stipa species. The 
specimens from Late Douglas are paler and have less extensive 
yellow/orange patches on the forewing than found on those from 

1 1 1 
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the coast. C. croiies is known to be quite variable (Common and 
Waterhouse 1701) and this may be another variant. 

Taractrocera papyria agraulia (Hewitson). Found at Busselton, 
Kings Part (Perth) and Pint: Late (Esperance). 

Papi1ionidae 

Papilio demo]pus sihenelus W. S. Macleay. Several specimens were 
seen on the sand dune ridges on the coast near Leeman. 

Nymphalidae 

Gei torreura minyas minyas (Waterhouse and Lyel1). Common at King's 
Part: and Busselton. 

G. m. mjoberqi (flurivi11ius>. Common on the coast between Leeman 
and Dongara. 

Vanessa kersliai-ii (McCoy). ft few specimens taken at Bunbury and 
Leeman. 

Vanessa cardui (Linnaeus). ft fresh specimen was collected on a 
sand dune south of Bunbury. 

Lyc aenidae 

Uypochrysops halyaetus Hewitson. Common on the coastal sand dunes 
at Leeman and north of Dongara at the end of September and 
early October. Males were caught on the ridges and a few 
females were caught at the base of the hills flying around a 
small prickly Acacia but no larvae were found on these bushes. 

Oqyris amaryllis meridionalis Bethune-Bater. Males were seen 
hi 11-topping at many locations and were most easily caught on 
the coastal sand dunes north of Dongara. ft number of pupae were 
collected from under loose bark on Acacia supporting mistletoe 
near Northam. 

Oqyris sp. (Leeman). ftn Oqyris species, most closely resembling 
0. 1.1 fanes C. and R. Felder, was common at Leeman in late 
September with both worn and fresh specimens present. Larvae, 
from about half grown to full grown, were found with a torch at 
night feeding on the upper shoots of a parasitic plant, 
Lept<<meria sp., at the base of which were ant nests, probably 
of the genus Campanoius. The larvae live in the ant's nest 
during the day and emerge soon after nightfall, with ants in 
attendance, to feed on the shoots and flower buds. fls with 
0. otanes that feeds on Choretrum, a closely related plant to 
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was 


Le ptomeri a , damage to the plant caused by this Ogyris 
evident by a scorched appearance of the shoots. On some bushes 
as many as five larvae were observed feeding, but most bushes 
had fewer that two. Large larvae were easy to rear if ants were 
in attendance but a few larvae collected at Leeman by E^ob Hay 
of Perth, also in late September, died in the absence of ants. 
This species is very variable in size with wingspans of males 
ranging from 25mm to 36mm and that of females from 30mm to 
38mm. Two males, closely resembling those at Leeman, were 
caught at Pint: Late, east of Esperance, in early October. The 
blue bands on the underside of the forewings of these specimens 
is more extensive than on those from Leeman and the Leeman 
specimens have wider dart: brown bands on the underside of the 
forewings than those from Pint: Lake. Further specimens from 
Esperance will need to be compared with 0. otanes from the 
Stirling Ranges, South Australia and Victoria and specimens 
from Leeman to determine the specific status of these 
popul at ions. 

Ogyris sp. (Kalgoorlie). During early October, freshly emerged 
specimens of an Ogyris species, similar in size and appearance 
to Ogyris idmo idmo Hewitson, were found commonly at Lake 
Douglas, near Kalgoorl ie. E<oth males and females settle 
frequently on the ground and low twigs, often returning to the 
same place if disturbed. The life history of this species was 
not found but it may be associated with a honey coloured 
CampaTiotus (?) sp. which occurs commonly at the base of many 
shrubs and Eucalyptus in the area as Alan Graham has seen 
female butterflies near and in the entrance to these ant nests. 

Jalmenus icilius Hewitson. This species was collected only from 
near the Mundaring Weir where it has been common for many 
years. More than 100 pupae were found under one rock at the 
base of a broad-leafed Acacia. The pupae, and the few larvae 
that were with them, were attended by thousands of small black 
ants. There were very few empty pupal cases present on the 4 
October but almost all pupae had emerged by 16 October. 

Canda1 ides acastus (Cox). Found on the coastal sand dunes between 
Leeman and Dongara. 

Candalides hyacinthinus simplex (Tepper). Males were caught on 
the sand dunes north of Dongara and a female was taken at 
Spargovilie. 
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Caudal ides heathi heathi (Cox). This species Mas eery common or, 
the sand dunes south of Burrfrury arid uas also found near 
Ye 11 oiidi ne . 

Nacaduba biocellaia biocellata (C. and R. Felder). A very common 
species, especially on hill-tops. Larvae were collected near 
Yellowdine where they were feeding on the flowers of the small 
spiny Acacia erinaceae. Many of these larvae were parasitised 
by a small tachinid. 

Neolucia agricola occidens Waterhouse and Lyel1 - This butterfly 
was locally common at Spargoville where a female was observed 
ovipositing on llirbelia microphylla and at Esperance. 

Thee Iinesthes miskini miskini (T. F'. Lucas). Males were caught 
hill-topping on the coast north of Dongara and inland at 

A 

KeFleberrin and Spargoville. 

Thee 1 inesthes albocincta (Waterhouse). One male caught hill¬ 
topping north of Dongara. 

ThecIinesthes hesperia littoralis Sibatini and Grund. This 
species was abundant west of F'inf: Labe where it was found 
flying around an Adriaria species. 

Thee 1 i tie s t he s serpentata serpentata (Herr i ch-SHaf f er) . Common at 
Leemart, F'ort Denison, Dongara and also taken near Yellowdine. 
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ON THE GRAPEVINE 


As of 28 September Joy and Gordon Burns had travelled 6,000 km 
but the weather had been mostly windy and cold. Gordon had a 
light out on two nights but no booties coins In. As at 13 October 
the weather was still wet and windy and the last four days had 
been spent sitting in a caravan park. Some good results were 
eventually attained. 

Nigel Quick will soon have relocated permanently to the property 
at Garfield, between Pakenham and Drouin. 

The Society welcomes H. Pickett of Lobetlial, South Australia as 
a new member. 

Storms in Britain during the second week of October, amongst the 
worst on record, crashed a tree through the London Butterfly 
House, releasing hundreds of rare butterflies and other insects. 

Ross Field has been extremely busy with the official opening of 
the $3 million quarantine centre at the Keith Turnbull Research 
Institute. Ross is in charge of the European wasp biological 
control program and is presently using one of the new centre's 
controlled environment rooms to breed out the ichneumon para¬ 
site Specophagn vesparum . 

David Crosby and Hark Hunting will be visiting east Gippsland 
again this summer. David means to investigate the large area 
bounded to the south east by the 90 Mile Beach(for the purposes 
of EMTRECS)and to look up Charles HcCubbln at Sale. 

Mark and David wont collecting witli Kelvyn Dunn and Sydneyite 
Russel Mayo after a chance meeting of the two parties near 
Moondarrn, in the hills to the oast of Melbourne, in mid Nov¬ 
ember. Kelvyn has now completed his Dip.Ed. and is a qualified 
Maths and Science teacher, ready and willing to commence duties. 
Kelvyn and Russel found Pseudalmenus chlorinda at The Basin 
recently and Russel found a llypochrysops byzos at Sherbrooke 
(a larva on Poniaderris ). He also noted the largo numbers of 
European wasps (a genoral contrast to Sydney?) in Melbourne, 
and contributed his data to Laurie and Kelvyn computerised 
butterfly database. 

Andrew Atkins continues to be occupied with papers and books 
on skippers. Ho roports that a few new collectors are sprouting 
up in his nrea, particularly around Wyong, and are obtaining 
useful now distribution records for butterflies. News also is 
that the Fritillary, Argyreus hyperbius . is in groat danger 
from bulldozers near Port Macquarie, the southern extreme of 
its range. 

Grant Hiller of Lismore(NSN)visited Hugh Holland in WA recently 
and they wont collecting for various Hesporiids and Lycaonids. 
According to Hugh a lot of the good butterfly areas are being 
bulldozed and all of their good sites for Neolucia agricola 
have been destroyed. Grant had an ambitious itinerary in the 
south west. 

Mary Le Souef is active once again, but with a walking frame 
for safety. She reports that the violent storms of 23 November 
blew down an Acacia branch in her garden with a large mistlet/io 
and lots of Delias harpalyce larvae. 
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS OF INTEREST 


Chafers lilt E. Glppsland. Weekly Times 22 July I 987 , p.21. 

Aphodlus tasmanlae ontbrenk end how to control It. 

Wasps cause havoc to pine forest. Weekly Times , 29 July 1987, 
p. 27 . Sudden upsurge In Slrex wasp numbers along Vlc.-S.A. border. 
Blologlcnl control using nematodes nnd other wasps. Comments by 
Ross Field on causes of the outbreak. 

Boating the red-headed cockchnfer. Weekly Times ,26 Aug. 19B7,p.9 
Developments with control of Adoryphorus coulonl using nematodes. 

Files will attack black bugs. The Age . 2U Sept. 1987 , p.16. Two 
shipments of Portuguese parasitic files have been obtained to 
combat Portuguese millipedes In South Australia. 

Christopher Reed, Arms firm loses war to butterfly. The Age 28 
Sept. 1987 . The Day Checker-spot, Euphydryas edltha bayensls . once 
common In California and now rare. United Technologies will spend 
8 1 . *t m on its preservation In the next decade and have adopted 
the butterfly as a corporate logo, ironic for a nuclear missile 
manufacturer. 

Gayle Austen, Victoria faces locust plague if NSW farmers do not 
spray. The Age . 29 Sept. 1987. p.*i 

Paul Zborowski, Unmasking n-thousand-ond one clever disguises. 

Geo , 9(2 )i 98-1'1, June-Aug 1987 . The stick Insects of Borneo. 
Colour photos. No names. 

Scott Ruddock, To the top of the Pyramid. Geo 9(3) 1 1*1-27, Sept- 
Nov. 1987 . An Australian team climbs the west face of the sea 
stack, Ball's Pyramid, near Lord llowslsland. The existence on the 
precipitous Pyramid of the giant Lord Howe Is stick Insect, 
Dryocolls australis , is still possible, but searches have not 
discovered it. It may be extinct. 

Wet and dry butterflies, New Scientist , 16 Jul 1987 , p. 35 . 

An 80 year old collection of 1 55 Helanltls leda from Mauritius 
with accompanying daily weather records demonstrates that temp¬ 
erature 2 to 3 weeks before emergence determines the form of the 
adult. 

Norman Moore, A most exclusive preserve. New Scientist 13 Aug. 
p. 6 * 1 . Japan now has a dragonfly reserve of about 10 ha near Nak¬ 
amura containing 6*1 spp. of Odonata. Conceived of by M. Sugi- 
nuira in 1985 and with the help of the WWF and local businessmen 
about one fifth of the envisaged reserve has been designated as 
a Municipal Natural Park. The area contains abandoned, pesticide 
free, paddy fields, woodland and marshes. 500 people attended 
a symposium on the sanctunry In May. 

Colonial memories In the ant world. New Scientist , 2 Jill.,p .33 
Old harvester ant colonies respond differently to planned dist¬ 
urbances to young colonies. The responses are complex and may 
be synergistic. 

G.A. Webb, Insect visitors to Hellchrysum b racteatum (Vont.) 
nnd some other Asteracoao near Bombala, Now South Wales. 

Victorian Nat . 10*1 ( 5) 1 1 *• 5 - 9 > Sopt-Oct 1987* Coleoptera to spp. 
(including Buprostids, Scarablds, Mordelllds, Clerids), Ilynien- 
optera to family. Many new records, summary of previous insect 
visitor data for Asterncene. 

Vic. Ent. 17(6) December I 987 


116 



























Richard Yallop, Boffin from Belgium puts the bite on mozzlea. 
The Age, 16 Oct 1987, p.9- Soles of Mosquito Milk, a now non¬ 
toxic roll-on repellent invented by Belgian Alfons Vandonlnck, 
have started to take off in Europe. Key Ingredients of tlio 
product are natural oils from African geraniums and the product 
is claimed tp prevent mosquitoes using their heat sensors to 
locate feeding sites. 


Graeme O'Neill, Aspirin cures the malodorous voodoo lily's big 
headache. The Age , 17 Oct, p-5- Reports In Science on these 
tropical Asian and northern Australian plants which use salic¬ 
ylic acid to heat their flowers so as they smell like carrion 
and dung and so attract dung beetles and blow files ns pollin¬ 
ators. 


Babs and Bert Wells, Dlnkum or decoy? The dilemma of a flower 
wasp. Australian Natural History 22(6),2 5 0-3. Spring 1987- 
Male Thynnlne wasps pollinate hammer orchids, Drakoea , n 
The flowers resemble the famale wasp and release a pheromone- 
like chemical. Gen.dlscuss1 on Thynnino wasp pollination of 
orchids. Photographs. 


Alan N. Anderson and T.R. Now, Insect 
Leptospprmura, Eucalyptus and Casuarlna 

lia. Aust. J. Zoology 35i3 2 7-3°i>987. 
Coleopt. from h spp. tea tree, 3 6 PP* 
from Wilsons Promontory. 


lnhnbltante of fruits of 
In south-eastern Austra- 
Lepid. , llyinenop. , Dipt. , 
euc. and spp. she-oak 


Sarali Corbet, More boos make better crops. New Scientist 23 Jul. 
np.!|0-3. Native bees as valuable pollinators of field crops in 
the n. hemisphere - assessment of their role, the trend in Brit¬ 
ain to cereal growing because of inadequate pollination, the 
consequent decline in native bees, etc. 


Papermaking skills improve a wasp's homo. New Scientist 27 Aug. 
p.26. Of the 3 European subfamilies of paper nest wasps,the 
Stenogastrinae has the smallest colonies because they are the 
inferior paper makers. 


Allergy peril faces wasp hunters. New Scientist 27 Aug. p.19 
Up to 1 in 10 pest control workers may develop severe allorgy 
reactions to wasp stings in London U.K. 


Help is required in compiling information on recent publications 
of interest. In particular it would be good to have material 
from country newspapers on pest outbreaks, unusual occurrences, 
entomologists in the news, etc., and to reference important 
taxonomic revisions published in Australia and overseas. The 
Editor would be grateful for any bits and pieces. 
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ON THE GRAPEVINE 


(CONTINUED. MORE ON PAGE 115) 


Allen Sundholni would like to contnct nnyonp who lino recently 
visited the Dip Desert. Like one or two other coloopterlst 
members Allen's collection is now housed using unit trays which 
he mokes himself. The majority of us old fashioned beetlors 
are preen with envy and worried about RSI. Allen thinks.he 
•might be onto a good, cheap commercial unit tray supplier. 

Michael Droby and I had a great time in the Grampians in late 
October, climbing mountains. Michael then went to Mt Arnpiles 
where he recorded more species in one hour than we had seen in 
four days in the Grampians (butterflies that is'.). After Arap- 
iles he wont on to explore the Malice. 

From Halls Gap I went to Sunday Island in South Gippsland; a 
stop off on the return journey at Mt lloddle proved exciting. 

I experienced a large migration of ichneumon wasps which cont¬ 
inued until sunset and struck me as distinctly unusual for 
a mountain summits why not go around, rather than over? 


Deadline for the next issue of the Victorian Entomologist is 
Friday 29 January 1988 . Volume 18 Number 1 will be the 99th 
issue. 


The Victorian Entomologist is produced at the Standards Assoc¬ 
iation of Australia Printery, Clunies Ross House, Parkville. 
Ros Church does the work and always on time. Thank you Ros. 
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Scientific names contained in this document are not 
intended fox- pennanent scientific record, and are 
not published for the purposes of nomenclature within 
the meaning of the International Code of Zoological 
Nomenclature, Article 8(b). Contributions are not 
1 'ofereed, and authors alone ore responsible for the 
views expressed. 































































































